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 February 14, 2021 

Remember your loved one by 
reserving a Sanctuary Candle. Please 

call the rectory at 413-445-5789 

Dear Friends in Christ:  

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, which this year falls on February 17, 2021.  A visible 
sign of our Lenten practices comes on Ash Wednesday when ashes mark the faithful 
with an outward sign of our frail human nature, with the words, “Remember that you 
are dust, and unto dust you shall return.”  This year, because of COVID limitations, 
ashes will not be applied to the forehead, but rather, sprinkled over the head of the 
faithful, thus avoiding close physical contact.  The practices of fasting on Ash Wednesday and Good 
Friday, as well as abstaining from meat on Ash Wednesday and all of the Fridays of Lent are outward 
signs of the work we seek to do during Lent to make our interior dispositions more of what Christ 
would have us be.  The acts of almsgiving and self-sacrifice help us to grow in our understanding of 
all God has done for us.  A special undertaking can be Operation Rice Bowl, a sacrifice by each of us 
for those who never have a full meal. History indicates that in the Diocese of Springfield Lenten 
Penance services have been beacons of light for Catholics returning to the practice of their faith 
through the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  I am grateful for your ministry of healing, particularly for 
those who have felt hurt by the Church in any way.  At this time of global pandemic, our Lenten 
activities of Reconciliation Anne Dunham gathering will look and feel different.  As we navigate the 
coming days, let us be aware of the many ways in which we cane provide healing to our Catholic 
family . Please refer to the enclosed guidelines for Lenten practices as they pertain to fasting, 
abstinence and almsgiving.  May this Lent be a time of growth in our relationship with Christ and 
with others, and may we find ourselves in a more meaningful and intentional relationship with our 
God.  With every best wish,  

In Christ, Most Reverend William D. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Lenten regulations 

1. Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of abstinence from meat as well as days of fast, when 
only one full meal is allowed. On days of fast 2 other meatless meals may be taken according to 
one’s needs, but together they should not equal another full meal. 

2. The other Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence from meat.  

3. The obligation to abstain from meat begins at 14 years of age.  

4. The obligation to fast begins at 18 years of age and ends at 59 years of age. 

5. Although the faithful may excuse themselves for a just cause from these laws of fast and 
abstinence, there is an obligation to substitute another penance and no Catholic should lightly 
excuse himself/herself from this obligation in the Lenten season. 

Wednesday, February 17th 
 MASS AT 12:10 and 5:30 PM 

Lenten Vespers 
begin next Sunday 

evening in the 
church at 6 p.m. 
This is a perfect 

time to begin your 
Lenten practice of 

prayer and 
reflection. Due to COVID-19 restrictions the video 
presentation following the service is not available. 



  

 

 

 

Due to the pandemic numbers rising, at this time we will not be able to meet in person. Thank you for 
your help and please continue to work with your children to keep them connected to their faith.  Also, 

we are offering live stream mass at 9 AM every Sunday. Please join us. Until then, stay healthy and 
well. If for some reason you do not receive a packet please contact John Arasimowicz 413-822-1297.   

**Parents please keep an eye on the bulletin and our  website for further updates and information 
regarding our CCD Program. Please join us virtually if you cannot come to church in person for the 9 

o’clock mass every Sunday on  the parish website.  

Please consider signing up 
to give your donations to 
our parish online.  It is 

very easy to do.  You can 
donate either with a credit 
card or a check and choose 

how much you would like to give and how often: 
weekly, monthly, semi-monthly, quarterly, semi-
annually or annually. You can go directly to the 

website at https://
stjoepittsfield.weshareonline.org to sign up. We 

thank you for your generosity during these 
difficult times. 

Confirmation class of 2021 will 
continue to work with Mr. 

Hogue remotely at this time. 
Please continue to work hard 

so you will be well prepared for 
your confirmation in the fall. 

THE UNFAILING GOODNESS OF GOD 
 

I have always wondered why Jesus told the 
cleansed leper not to publicize how he had been 

healed by the Son of God. It’s not that I can’t 
understand why Jesus would want to keep the 

matter quiet — after all, he knew that as soon as 
people heard, he would be mobbed with 

requests for healings, and his movements 
restricted. 

 
What gets me is the fact that Jesus simply must 
have realized the leper would not listen to him. 
Why give someone a command you know they 
will ignore? It’s a complicated question, and 

when I reflect on it, I can’t help but connect it to 
another equally complicated question: why does 
God, all-good and all-knowing, allow bad things 

to happen? 
 

Yes, God is all-good and all-knowing. So when 
He gives us free will, He knows what we will do 

with it. However, He is also all-powerful. He 
can and will bring good from any situation, any 
tragedy, or even any instance where someone 

ignores Him. 
 

Was it a sin for this leper to do other than what 
Jesus had said? That’s a heavy question for a 

Sunday morning! But it’s plain to see that, even 
though this man ignored Jesus’ command, God 
still used his actions. How many were brought 

to Christ because of the news spread by this 
leper! 

 
As someone trying to live out a stewardship way 
of life, what is God requesting of you right now? 

https://stjoepittsfield.weshareonline.org/
https://stjoepittsfield.weshareonline.org/


READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF FEB 14th 
Sunday: Lv 13:1-2, 44-46/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 11 [7]/1 

Cor 10:31—11:1/Mk 1:40-45 
Monday: Gn 4:1-15, 25/Ps 50:1 and 8, 16bc-17, 20

-21 [14a]/Mk 8:11-13 
Tuesday: Gn 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 10/Ps 29:1a and 2, 3ac-

4, 3b and 9c-10 [11b]/Mk 8:14-21 
Wednesday: Jl 2:12-18/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 12-13, 14 

and 17 [cf. 3a]/2 Cor 5:20—6:2/ 
Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 

Thursday: Dt 30:15-20/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [Ps 
40:5a]/Lk 9:22-25 

Friday: Is 58:1-9a/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 18-19 [19b]/
Mt 9:14-15 

Saturday: Is 58:9b-14/Ps 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [11ab]/
Lk 5:27-32 

Saturday, February 13th 
Honor of Deacon George Kentor 

   4:00 PM 

Sunday, February 14th  
Frances Lysonski 
Requested by Family  
 
Perina Carlino 
Requested by Family  
________________________ 

Sanctuary Candle 
Maureen Cahill Angelini 

Requested by Family 

   9:00 AM 

 

 

  11:30 AM 

Monday, February 15th 
Shirley Wolfe 
Michele Madden 

  12:10 PM 

Tuesday, February 16th 
Pat Trzcinka 
Requested by Marilyn Musgrove 

  12:10 PM 

Wednesday, February 17th 
For the Parish 
 
Stefania Swiech 
Requested by Lillian Trzepacz 

  12:10 PM 

 

    5:30 PM 

Thursday, February 18th 
Maureen Cahill Angelini-3rd 
Anniversary 
Requested by Family  

  12:10 PM 

Friday, February 19th 
Peter Dinh Van Nguyen 
Requested by Family  

  12:10 PM 

Saturday, February 20th 
Laverne Taylor-14 Anniversary 
Requested by Family  

   4:00 PM 

FEBRUARY 14, 2021 
6TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
The Church, as a voice of the Gospel, proclaims the 
sacredness of all human life. Everyone created by 
God is fashioned in God’s image and has Divine 

DNA at the center of their soul. God never leaves 
what God creates but always remains intimately 
bound to what he has given form. Everyone has a 
place and because they have received the gift of 

Divine Blessing, nobody deserves to feel inferior, 
unworthy, unwanted, unclean or marginalized. 

Even the most broken of souls has a place. We, the 
Body of Christ, have the privilege and 

responsibility to give voice to the voiceless. The 
cries of the little one in his or her mother’s womb 

are just as sacred as the cries of one who is 
homeless and hungry. The migrant deserves our 
attention as much as the forgotten elderly and 

even the prisoner, with a heart hardened by anger 
and resentment, deserves respect and dignity.  The 

Gospel of Life is often hard to swallow, and we 
would rather keep those we consider unclean, 

different or unfixable in a place by themselves. It 
is hard to see them with us, but they deserve to be. 

There is far too much violence in this world and 
the result of that violence is the assault on human 

life. Many are forced to leave the place they call 
home in search of safer ground, finding few if any 
along the way who will help them. How different 
today’s Gospel story would be if Jesus gave in to 

what was politically correct at that time. The leper 
would have been turned away and a soul, already 

beaten down by disease and fear, would have 
experienced an even deeper wound. Jesus 

wouldn’t have captured much attention from 
anyone, nor would he have mirrored the Father’s 
compassion and love.  Where do we stand with all 

of this? Do we at least understand that God’s 
vision is often in conflict with the vision put forth 

in our world and even the one we advance 
ourselves? There is no doubt that it is incredibly 

challenging to find a place for everyone at the 
table. This challenge is compounded when the 
systems of operation and structure that are so 

ingrained in us affirm power and privilege rather 
than inclusivity and justice. Everything really goes 
askew when the powerful begin to control who is 

entitled to wholeness and inclusion, and greed 
becomes a driving force. Prejudice and entitlement 

raise their ugly heads and we find ourselves with 
quite a mess. It’s time to admit that things have 

been a mess for a very long time. The mess needs 
to be healed, not by erasing it but by allowing God 

to touch it and make it whole. We need to bring 
God back to the center of life where God belongs. 

There are no easy solutions to the world’s 
dilemmas. But, knowing that wholeness, healing, 

and dignity are worthy pursuits, we can more 
confidently labor to achieve God’s vision. 


