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THE STAFF 

ST. JOSEPH’S PARISH 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday-4:00 PM 

 

Sunday-9:00 AM & 11:30 AM 
 

The 9 AM Mass is streamed live at 
stjoepittsfield.com & on the Parish App 

 

Daily Mass-12:10 PM 
 

RCIA-Wed. 6:30 PM 
 

Holy Hour —Monday - Friday 11:00 AM 
  

Rosary —Monday - Friday 11:30 AM 
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 May 2, 2021 

Please consider signing up to 
give your donations to our parish 
online.  It is very easy to do.  You 

can donate either with a credit 
card or a check and choose how 
much you would like to give and 

how often: weekly, monthly, 
semi-monthly, quarterly, semi-

annually or annually. You can go 
directly to the website at https://

stjoepittsfield.weshareonline.org to sign up. We 
thank you for your generosity during these 

difficult times. 

20/20 TICKETS 

If you need 20/20 tickets, please call the rectory 
at 413-445-5789. 

ANNUAL CATHOLIC 
APPEAL   

Our parish goal is $35,000.  
We’re almost there! Please 

considering donating to 
help us reach our goal.  

Send in your one-time contribution, or make a 
pledge using the donation card you receive in 

the mail, or donate online through 
www.diospringfield.org/aca or by calling: 

413-452-0670. All donations are tax deductible. 
Thank you. 

I want to thank all of you 
who made our pasta and 

meatball dinner a success.  I 
first thank the Knights of 

Columbus who cooked the 
meals, packaged them, 

delivered them to the cars of 
people who purchased meals and for their work 
at traffic control. The meals were delicious and 

the equally delicious cookies as dessert were 
icing on the cake.  I thank the Ladies of St. 
Anne’s Guild for their hard work and great 

baking talents, which they generously shared by 
providing the cookies for this dinner, as well as 
the fish fry dinner.  I also thank you the people 

who purchased these meals.  We hope you 
enjoyed them. You made this dinner a success.  

Rich Brady GK 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN 
INITIATION FOR 
ADULTS (RCIA) 

Preparing for the Holy 
Sacraments 

If you have questions or if 
you would like to speak with someone about 

receiving the Sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist 
and Confirmation please call our parish office 

at 413-445-5789. 

Reminder to our students, the 
Confirmation Class of 2021 

mandatory meeting  is on Sunday, 
May 2 at 5:30 at the St. Joseph’s 
Parish Center. Please be prompt.  

COVID-19 restrictions will be 
followed.  Masks must be worn.  Thank You ~  

John Arasimowicz 

HOLY COMMUNION FOR 
THE HOMEBOUND 

Calls for Communion for 
homebound parishioners have 
now resumed.  It is carefully 
administered by a Minster of 

Communion who is fully 
vaccinated.  Visits to the home 

will be brief and only and exclusively for 
administering the Holy Sacrament.  Ministers 
will wear face masks, and sanitize their hands 
before and after administering communion.  

The communicant should wear a mask as long 
as it does not impact their health. Please call 

413-445-5789 to schedule a visit. 

https://stjoepittsfield.weshareonline.org/
https://stjoepittsfield.weshareonline.org/


2021 YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH 
Pope Francis recalled the 150th anniversary of 

the declaration of Saint Joseph as Patron of 
the Universal Church. To mark the occasion, 

the Holy Father has proclaimed a “Year of 
Saint Joseph” from  December 8, 2020, to 
December 8, 2021. Pope Francis describes 

Saint Joseph as a beloved father, a tender and 
loving father, an obedient father, an accepting 
father; a father who is creatively courageous, a 
working father, a father in the shadows.  Pope 
Francis notes how, “Every day, for over forty 
years, following Lauds [Morning Prayer]” he 
has “recited a prayer to Saint Joseph taken 

from a nineteenth-century French prayer book 
of the Congregation of the Sisters of Jesus and 

Mary.  
 

Pope Francis encourages all of us to pray: 
 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, 
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
To you God entrusted his only Son; 

in you Mary placed her trust; 
with you Christ became man. 

Blessed Joseph, to us too, 
show yourself a father 

and guide us in the path of life. 
Obtain for us grace, mercy, and 

courage, and defend us from every 
evil.  Amen. 

SACRIFICIAL GIVING 

$5302 

CHOOSING TO LOVE ONE ANOTHER 
 

Love one another. The greatest commandment, 
the simplest commandment — and if you’ve ever 

loved anyone, you know it’s also the hardest. 
 

 I’ve seen one or two of those cheesy Hallmark 
movies that are especially popular around the 

holidays. Boy meets girl. Boy and girl encounter 
a catastrophic roadblock to their relationship — 

they’re coaches of rival high school volleyball 
teams, or he runs a dog kennel and she works at 
a feline rescue, so it could never, ever work out, 
right? But sprinkle a little movie magic over the 

whole situation and boy and girl find what 
Hallmark tells us is true love.  I could make a list 
of all the things that are inaccurate about these 
movies, and something I would put right near 
the top — maybe even above the sometimes-

unbelievable storylines — is the idea that love is 
a feeling. See, I’m not sure if it’s accurate to call 

these movies love stories. Attraction stories, 
sure. But if you’ve ever forgiven someone who’s 

hurt you, nursed a dying parent, gotten up for an 
infant’s night feeding or let your kid have the 
last piece of cake, you know that real love is a 
verb. It’s something you do. And it is almost 

always a choice.  Love one another. How often 
do we hear this? How often do we think about 
what it really means? How often do we take a 

moment to consider the action Jesus is asking us 
to take and the choice he is asking us to make? 

NATIONAL DAY OF 
PRAYER   

Thursday , May 6th 
Several million people 
from different faiths 
are called to pray for 
the United States and 

its leaders. 



READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 2nd 
Sunday: Acts 9:26-31/Ps 22:26-27, 28, 30, 31-32 

[26a]/1 Jn 3:18-24/Jn 15:1-8 
Monday: 1 Cor 15:1-8/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 [5]/Jn 14:6-

14 
Tuesday: Acts 14:19-28/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13ab, 21 

[cf. 12]/Jn 14:27-31a 
Wednesday: Acts 15:1-6/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5 

[cf. 1]/Jn 15:1-8 
Thursday: Acts 15:7-21/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 10 [3]/

Jn 15:9-11 
Friday: Acts 15:22-31/Ps 57:8-9, 10 and 12 [10a]/

Jn 15:12-17 
Saturday: Acts 16:1-10/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 5/Jn 15:18-

21 

Saturday, May 1st 
Kathy Malumphy 
Requested by Tom & Cheryl 

   4:00 PM 

Sunday, May 2nd 
Patrick McGrath –3rd Anniversary  
Requested by Daughter 
 
Sally Mickowitz  
Requested by Family  

   9:00 AM 

 

 

  11:30 AM 

Monday, May 3rd 
Edwin Chojnowksi, Sr. 
Requested by Family   

  12:10 PM 

Tuesday, May 4th 
Mr. & Mrs. Dong Nguyen 
Requested by Van Bui 

  12:10 PM 

Wednesday, May 5th  
Joey Izzo 
Requested by Family  

  12:10 PM 

Thursday, May 6th 
Sylvania & Manuel Almeida 
Requested by Family  

  12:10 PM 

Friday, May 7th 
Peter Dinh Van Nguyen 
Requested by Family  

  12:10 PM 

Saturday, May 9th 
Jim McNeice 
Requested by Sisters 

   4:00 PM 

MAY 2, 2021 
5TH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 
“Spiraling out of control,” is a phrase that can easily 
describe the current display of human existence. In 

addition to the violence, unrest, uneasiness and 
turmoil that are common elements of our daily news, 
other essential pieces are misplaced or missing. Many 

lack an objective center around which to order and 
structure their lives or a clear set of definable goals or 

mores to act as guideposts and life directives. It 
appears that “feelings” have become a “new god” and 
traditional structures and ideals set aside. It is almost 
as if history only shows that we got this whole thing 
wrong and many are determined to finally set things 

right. The real truth, however, is that while wrongs and 
errors are certainly a part of our often-checkered past, 

it is hardly the case that all was wrong. It is not our 
task to rewrite the history of our lives, but to learn from 

mistakes that were made, and preserve the perennial 
wisdom at the root of our successes. Learning is an 

essential part of being human.  The question becomes, 
however, from whom do we learn? Some have such a 

hard time placing God in that position, but that is 
precisely where God needs to be. God is the Master 

Teacher from whom all of humanity learns and gets its 
cues. It is in and through this relationship with the 

Gardener of Life that we are fashioned and pruned into 
the people we are intended to be and can be. It is only 
in God that we are able to find our best selves. Sadly, 

many think that religion too, as well as history in 
general, has also gotten all this wrong. Yet, our 

resurrection faith tells us differently. We are reminded, 
today especially, that we are meant to remain in Christ 

as Christ remains in us. We are also reminded that 
Jesus, the Incarnate God, is the vine upon which we 

grow, the branches that flow from the source of God’s 
life.  Giving up our will to God’s can be a painful 

endeavor. It is not easy to set our own desires and 
wants aside and allow God to step in and direct and 
guide our growth. But this is the only way to prevent 
deadly weeds from overtaking us and bringing us to a 

place of self-destruction. God’s commandments are the 
very guideposts and benchmarks we need, yet many 

seek to remove them from all public view because they 
appear to limit self-expression and suppress what is 

considered by many to be “human freedom.” They are 
the only way we can find freedom, however. And, until 
we learn this fundamental lesson, we will continue to 

spiral out of control, never really knowing who we are, 
what our potential can be or how life really can be 

lived. We will not know peace. 


