
St. Joseph ~Mother Church of the Berkshires               
~Established 1849~ 



 December 5, 2021 

Msgr. Mike is requesting ALL Ministers of the church to attend the Holy Day Mass of the Immaculate 
Conception Wed., Dec. 8th followed by Evening of reflection and gratitude.  The Mass begins at 5:30 
in the church and will be followed by prayer, reflection and blessing. Refreshments will be available. 

CHRISTMAS 
 

Question: 
With Christmas fast approaching, can you give me some practical tips to prepare myself and my 

family that will help us stay grounded in what this holiday is really about? With all the 
commercialism, it’s easy to stray. 

 

Answer: 
Happy times and events bring fond memories and a renewed sense of love and kinship with 

others. The anticipation is half the joy of the event itself. The coming of the Lord is that kind of 
event that people have been looking forward to for generations with fervent hope and desire. It 

gave them strength and courage as they waited for the coming of the Lord.  We know that 
Christmas is rushed. Sales begin in August and carols blare long before the season begins. 

Everyone laments the commercial aspects of the season, but as Advent begins, do something to 
help you be more mindful of the Lord’s coming. Use an Advent wreath, or enthrone the Bible 
prominently, or read the readings from the Bible assigned to each day. Postpone the tree and 

decorations until closer to Christmas. Establish new family rituals, customs and prayers that help 
remind everyone that we are preparing to celebrate the birth of Jesus. Fasting, daily Mass, a 

special celebration of reconciliation, reaching out to those alienated from family or society, and 
visiting the homebound manifest the love of the Christ Child and the Holy Family. Resist the 

temptation to rush the season. In his own time and in his own way, God will come. Our task is 
simply to be watchful and ready. 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION 

Wednesday, December 8th.  Mass is at 12:10 
p.m. and 5:30 p.m. 

 CHRISTMAS EVE MASS 
Dec. 24th 

3:00 p.m. & Midnight 
~ 

CHRISTMAS DAY MASS 
Dec. 25th 

10:00 a.m. 

NEW YEAR’S EVE MASS 
Dec. 31st at 4:00 p.m. 

~ 
MARY MOTHER OF GOD 

Jan. 1st at 10:00 a.m. 



ADVENT VESPERS  
Each Sunday evening 
at 6 pm on Dec. 5th, 
12th, & 19th. Vespers 

are the evening prayer 
of the church and will 

include exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament. Following the Vesper service, 
all are welcome to view the video series of 
the Creed photographed and narrated by 
Bishop Robert Baron. This is a series well 

worth your time to view.  Coffee and 
dessert will also be available. All are 

welcome. 

 

 

 

 

Please consider signing up to give your 
donations to our parish online.  It is very easy to 
do.  You can donate either with a credit card or a 

check and choose how much you would like to 
give and how often: weekly, monthly, semi-

monthly, quarterly, semi-annually or annually. 
You can go directly to the website at https://

stjoepittsfield.weshareonline.org to sign up. We 
thank you for your generosity during these 

difficult times. 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
THE YEAR OF THE EUCHARIST  

“Receive Communion often, and Jesus will 
change you into himself." 

~Saint Peter Julian Eymard 
For more information and videos check out 

www.yearoftheeucharist.net 

CCD schedule for 
December~ 

 kindergarten through 
9th grade  

December 5th, 
December 12th and 

December 19th. Christmas pageant will take place 
Sunday December 19th at the 9 o’clock mass. CCD 

to follow. Confirmation class for 2022 will take 
place December 12th from 5:30 to 8 pm. at St. 

Joseph’s  Parish Center with mass and penance 
service.  If you have any questions please contact 

me, John Arasimowicz at 413-822-1297 
or johnaccd@gmail.com 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Sat. 4:00 p.m. Sun. 9:00 a.m. Sun. 11:30 a.m. 

Mary Sukiennik  Carolyn Rousseau  Glenna Gerard  

Sr. Jean Bostley  Sharon Vincent  Robert Bouquet 

Sheila Bouquet  Nancy Woitkoski  Mike Mahon 

LECTORS 

Barbara Dalo  Rebecca Cao Jeff Gerard  

LECTIO DIVINA GROUP 
Starting this Advent, a Lectio 

Divina ( Divine Reading) group will 
meet in the North Chapel every 

Monday from 6:30-7:30pm, led by. 
Fr. Michael. The goal of this group 

is to hear, listen, pray and 
contemplate the Word of God. We will normally 

use the Gospel for the up coming Sunday for 
this. There will be group sharing and some Bible 
study, however, the main focus is contemplating 

the Word.   

https://stjoepittsfield.weshareonline.org/
https://stjoepittsfield.weshareonline.org/
http://www.yearoftheeucharist.net
mailto:johnaccd@gmail.com


READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF DEC. 5th 
Sunday: Bar 5:1-9/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 [3]/Phil 1:4-

6, 8-11/Lk 3:1-6 
Monday: Is 35:1-10/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14 [cf. 

Is 35:4f]/Lk 5:17-26 
Tuesday: Is 40:1-11/Ps 96:1-2, 3 and 10ac, 11-12, 13 [cf. 

Is 40:10ab]/Mt 18:12-14 
Wednesday: Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [1]/

Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38 
Thursday: Is 41:13-20/Ps 145:1 and 9, 10-11, 12-13ab 

[8]/Mt 11:11-15 
Friday: Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [cf. Jn 8:12]/

Mt 11:16-19 
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16, 

18-19 [4]/Mt 17:9a, 10-13 

Saturday, December 4th  
Bill Gilmore-1st Anniversary 
Requested by Family  

   

   4:00 PM 

Sunday, December 5th  
Wyatt Eddy  
Requested by Grandmother, Kathy 
Eddy 
 
Bertram Pritchard  
Requested by John Arasimowicz  
__________________________ 

Sanctuary Candle 
Bob & Mary Traversa  

Requested by Vivian & Family 

   9:00 AM 

 

 

  11:30 AM 

Monday, December 6th  
Gene Momnie 
Requested by Pat Momnie 

  12:10 PM 

Tuesday, December 7th  
Barry Kiely  
Requested by Fr. Michael G. 

  12:10 PM 

Wednesday, December 8th 
Maria Paralta 
Requested by Family 
 
Wyatt Eddy  
Requested by Tom & Cheryl 

  12:10 PM 

 
    5:30 PM 

Thursday, December 9th  
For the Parish 

  12:10 PM 

Friday, December 10th  
Jane Mele 
Requested by Nicolene 

  12:10 PM 

Saturday, December 11th  
Mary Dickinson & John Buda 
Requested by Family  

   4:00 PM 

DECEMBER 5, 2021 
2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 
St. Ambrose shares some wisdom on our need to 

prepare the way and open the door for Christ. “You see 
that when the Word of God knocks hardest on your 
door, it is when his hair is wet with the dew of the 
night. In fact, he chooses to visit those who are in 

tribulation and trial, lest one of them be overwhelmed 
by distress. So, his head is covered with dew, with 

drops, when his body is laboring hard. It is important 
to keep watch so that when the Bridegroom comes, he 
is not shut out. If you are asleep and your heart is not 

keeping watch, he will go away without knocking; but if 
your heart is alert for his coming, he knocks and asks 

for the door to be opened to him.” When life gets 
overwhelming and difficult and we find ourselves 

feeling a bit downhearted and miserable, these words 
can bring great comfort.  We sometimes choose to 

remain stuck in our uncomfortable darkness and being 
stuck becomes our norm. In this time of self-focus our 
hearts are closed to the graces and life God desires to 
give us. Wrapped in the robe of mourning and misery, 

we fail to see the mercy, justice, and love the 
Bridegroom wants to bring. If we take seriously the 

need to prepare the way for Christ and open our hearts 
in preparation for his visit, we can hear God’s gentle 

voice calling us deep within. It beckons us to seek out 
its source and discover the inner calm and peace that 
can prevail over the darkness of despair. Sometimes 

our darkness is so dark that it may seem 
unsurmountable. Trusting in the spiritual friends who 

journey with us, and God’s promise may bring a 
glimmer of light even when it is most difficult to keep 

our hearts’ doors open. Sometimes, the only light in the 
darkness is found in trusting the faith of others both 

past and present. We have to trust that God has already 
begun the accomplishment of good work in us and that 

humanity is on an incredible journey to something 
wonderful and awesome. God is not done. When we 
open the doors of our hearts, straighten the paths of 
our lives, and prepare the way, Jesus can come with 

God’s simple gifts of peace, grace, and joy. Life throws 
a great deal at us. It is easy to get tired and confused. 

We have to train our hearts to keep watch, discern 
what is of value, and forge ahead. Not allowing 

ourselves to become so weighed down by things and 
brought out of focus is a tremendous goal to achieve 

this Advent season. God is knocking. Answer the door. 
You will see and understand life in ways you never 

thought possible before. 


