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ALL IN THE FAMILY 
 

At first glance, we can often find the image of the Blessed Mother, St. Joseph and the Christ Child 
intimidating — who are we to aspire to that level of discipleship? How could we ever hope to conform 
ourselves to that mold? Sometimes, it can even be painful — perhaps we hail from a broken family or 
struggle with a broken relationship within our family, or perhaps we long to be a mother or a father 

ourselves and that state in life has eluded us. But the image of the Holy Family is, in reality, a beautiful 
invitation to us all, no matter our vocation or our state in life, and the example of Mary, Joseph and 

Jesus is rich with the symbolism of stewardship.  You need not be a biological mother who has carried 
a child in her womb to be a mother in spirit. Who in your world needs you to love them with the heart 

of a mother?   The same goes for fatherhood. The Church and the world are crying out for the 
courageous witness of Christian men like St. Joseph. Who can you love with the steadfast, selfless 

protection of a father?  Who in your life needs you to love them with the faithful, unconditional love of 
a son? Who needs your gentle and constant love as a daughter? We are the Body of Christ, friends. 

Those of us rejoicing in heaven, those of us suffering in purgatory, and those of us struggling here on 
earth. We are the great family. Let us love each other well. 

NEW YEAR’S EVE MASS 

Dec. 31st at 4:00 p.m. 

~ 

MARY MOTHER OF GOD 

Jan. 1st at 10:00 a.m. 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
 

Question: 
Why do we give gifts at Christmas? 

 
Answer: 

Great events in and of themselves are not tangible. They occur in life but leave no mark behind, nothing 
that someone could come across and know that something significant occurred. So we mark the event 

with monuments, holidays, gold watches or plaques, making a meaningful event tangible and 
memorable. 

 
Gifts at Christmas do the same thing. They mark the occasion of the birth of Jesus, communicating a 
bit of the joy of the day by allowing us to be both giver and receiver. Gift-giving sets aside the day as 

special and different. The special foods, customs, decorations, and gifts all help focus our attention on 
the importance and meaning of the day and at the same time allow us to share personally in its joy and 
happiness.  In giving gifts, though, we can share in the meaning of Christmas in a significant way. We 
imitate God in sharing with others. We give a bit of ourselves to others in the gifts we give, just as God 

gives us the gift of his Son. No wonder we often say that the best gifts are those that come from the 
heart. Given in love, these presents are wrapped in the best covering of all. 



 

 

 

 

Please consider signing up to give your 
donations to our parish online.  It is very easy to 
do.  You can donate either with a credit card or a 

check and choose how much you would like to 
give and how often: weekly, monthly, semi-

monthly, quarterly, semi-annually or annually. 
You can go directly to the website at https://

stjoepittsfield.weshareonline.org to sign up. We 
thank you for your generosity during these 

difficult times. 

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY  
YEAR OF THE EUCHARIST  

“The holy Eucharist is the perfect expression 
of the love of Jesus Christ for man.” 

~Saint Maria Goretti  
For more information and videos check out 
the website:  www.yearoftheeucharist.net 

TRAINING FOR NEW EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS AND LECTORS 

Sat. January 22nd from 9 to 11:30 at St. Joseph 
Church.  Anyone who is interested contact 

Deacon Dan Romanello at 413-232-7889; email 
dromanello@diospringfield.com 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Sun. 9:00 a.m. Sun. 11:30 a.m. 

Pat Keegan  Sharon McClusky  

Paul Guillou  J. Weatherwax  

Anne Kozlowski  Jeff Gerard  

LECTORS 

Anne Kozlowski  Anne Dunham  

COMING BACK TO CHURCH 
 

Question: 
 

I have been away from the Church for a few 
years and really want to get active again, not so 
much for me, but for my children. Is this a bad 

reason to come back to Church?  
 

Answer: 
If you are on your way to the supermarket, and 
you are forced to detour from your usual route 

because of road work, does the food you buy 
taste different? Is the meal less filling? Are the 

vegetables less tasty? Of course not. In our 
faith journey, there are many detours called 
sin. Some are greater than others, some are 

even a bit longer. But God's grace comes to us 
in ways we understand and recognize and 

need. Your children leading you back to the 
Church is not as important as the fact that you 

are back. This is an opportunity for you to 
renew, strengthen, and deepen your faith. 

Regardless of how we get to Church, or what 
draws us closer to God, the fact is we are there. 
Do what you need to do to get right with God 
and the Church. Go to confession, begin good 
family religious practices, and be involved in 

the ministries your parish offers. Be more than 
a lukewarm parishioner. Be the kind of 
Catholic you want your children to be. 

https://stjoepittsfield.weshareonline.org/
https://stjoepittsfield.weshareonline.org/
http://www.yearoftheeucharist.net


READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF DEC 26TH 
Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 
[cf. 1]/Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Lk 2:41-52 or 
1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28/Ps 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10 

[cf. 5a]/1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24/Lk 2:41-52 
Monday: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 

[12]/Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-

8 [7]/Mt 2:13-18 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 

5b-6 [11a]/Lk 2:22-35 
Thursday: 1 Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 

10 [11a]/Lk 2:36-40 
Friday: 1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13 

[11a]/Jn 1:1-18 
Saturday: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 

[2a]/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-2 

Saturday, December 25th 
For the Parish 

 10:00 AM 

Sunday, December 26th 
Deceased Members of Holy Family 
 
Raymond Bertolino 
Requested by St. Joe CCD 

   9:00 AM 

 

  11:30 AM 

Monday, December 27th  NO MASS  

Tuesday, December 28th    12:10 PM 

Wednesday, December 29th 
For the Parish 

  12:10 PM 

Thursday, December 30th 
 

  12:10 PM 

Friday, December 31st 
 

  4:00 PM 

Saturday, January 1st  10:00 AM 

   4:00 PM 

DECEMBER 26, 2021 
THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, 

MARY, AND JOSEPH 
 

Families can be very difficult things to negotiate. 
This is true not only of our families of origin, the 

current family of which we are a part, the family of 
our Church, our society, and our global family as 
well. Everything human can be found in family 
stories. Those stories speak of wonderful life-

giving successes as well as painful spirit-robbing 
abuses. Our greatest joys and our greatest wounds 

are usually connected with the experience of 
family. Our needs, experiences, and unresolved 

baggage often color what we bring to our familiar 
relationships. They contribute to our level of 

defensiveness, how guarded and protected we 
become, and what prejudices we believe. In order 

to break the cycle of dysfunction we have to 
remember that it is not only by human effort that 

we negotiate the difficult and challenging events of 
our lives. There is a Divine Effort at work as well. 
For sure, the human effort can create quite a mess 
and easily destroy lives. This is true of any family 
with which we are associated. Today’s Feast of the 

Holy Family serves to help us understand that 
there is a Divine Story being told as well. It is a 
story of perseverance in the face of hardship, 

determination in the face of despair, healing when 
we see nothing but wounds, and light where there 

is darkness.  Do we believe that God is always 
working, guiding, restoring, and leading? Unless 

we do, we will never be free from the 
imperfections and wounds that bind us and never 

be able to understand what it really means to 
forgive. Pope Francis tells us that the “light which 

comes from the Holy Family encourages us to offer 
human warmth to other families.” While this is 

most certainly true, we can only really begin to do 
this when we realize that we are still works in 

progress, not anchored to the wounds and sins of 
our past, and still a leading star in God’s 

continually unfolding story of love. The Holy 
Family persevered and radiated warmth because 

they knew they were not alone. We can too. 


