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  January 30, 2022 

January 30, 2022 - Fourth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time  

YEAR OF THE EUCHARIST 
 “Why does Jesus come to us as the 

Eucharist? That He may kiss us with kisses 
from His Eucharistic mouth and lead us into 

the chambers of His wounds, where He 
speaks to our hearts of how much He loves 

us.”  St. Alphonsus Liguori, Mensis 
Eucharisticus: Dies Duodecimus, 3.   

For more information and videos check 
out www.yearoftheeucharist.net 

Due to the increase of COVID Cases the 
Rectory Office is closed.  Please call  

413-445-5789 if there is something you 
may need. 

FOOD PANTRY is in 
dire need of toilet paper 

and personal care 
items.  If you are able to 
help please leave in the 

baskets in Church.  Thank 
you. 

 

 

Please consider signing up to give your 
donations to our parish online.  It is very easy to 
do.  You can donate either with a credit card or a 

check and choose how much you would like to 
give and how often: weekly, monthly, semi-

monthly, quarterly, semi-annually or annually. 
You can go directly to the website at https://

stjoepittsfield.weshareonline.org to sign up. We 
thank you for your generosity. 

 
 
 
 
 

CCD Classes: January 30th, February 6th,  
February 13th.  Sunday, the 20th and 27th 

is winter break, no classes. 
 

 Confirmation class of 2022 will meet 
Sunday, February 13th at 5:30 to 730 at 

St. Joseph Parish Center.    
 

The CCD program will 
sponsor a Penny Social on 

Sunday Feb. 20th from 1-4 in 
the Parish Center. The doors 

will open at 12. Free 
refreshments will be served following the 
social. Please join us for a fun afternoon. 

Donations are also welcome. 

Pro-Life of Pioneer Valley will be 
holding a membership/organizational 
meeting on Thursday, February 17th 

from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM at Hamel's/
Summitview, 555 Northampton Street, 
Holyoke, MA. Have you ever wanted to 
get involved in Pro-Life? Here is your 

chance to join Pro-Life of Pioneer 
Valley and defend the right to life. We 
have many opportunities in education, 
event planning, speaking engagements, 

and working with pro-life students. 
Light refreshments will be served. 

Doors open at 6:30 PM.  
For more information 

email prolifepioneervalley@gmail.com.  

http://www.yearoftheeucharist.net
https://stjoepittsfield.weshareonline.org/
https://stjoepittsfield.weshareonline.org/
mailto:prolifepioneervalley@gmail.com


EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Sat. 4:00 p.m. Sun. 9:00 a.m. Sun. 11:30 a.m. 

Juliette Ekouah  Pat Keegan  J. Weatherwax  

Robin O'Brien  Paul Guillou  Jeff Gerard  

Mary Sukiennik  Anne Kozlowski  Glenna Gerard  

LECTORS 

Pat Momnie Bernadette Scapin  Anne Dunham  

MASS INTENTIONS 
Remember your loved one by having a Mass 

said for them. Call the rectory at  
413-445-5879. 

FIRST CORINTHIANS AND THE 
STEWARDSHIP OF SOCIAL MEDIA 

“Love is patient, love is kind …” As familiar as 
these words are, they never seem to stray into 
the territory of becoming trite or silly. At their 
core they communicate a truth about us and 
about our Creator that never fails to inspire.  

But despite the fact that you’ve probably heard 
it at many weddings over time, First Corinthians 

isn’t just for newlyweds. It wasn’t written for 
married folks. It’s for every single one of us, in 
every state of life and every social situation, in 
every country and culture and language across 
the globe.  Which means that First Corinthians 
is even for the online world. It’s for Facebook 
and Twitter and Instagram and all the other 
platforms I’m forgetting (there seems to be a 

new one every day, doesn’t there?).  A sense of 
division — whether rooted in politics, culture or 
anything else — is growing in our world, and it’s 

never more obvious than when we observe 
interactions online. It is far easier, after all, to 
remember what love is when a human being of 
flesh and blood stands before us. When all we 
see is an avatar or a profile picture on a screen 
— especially accompanied by an opinion with 

which we vehemently disagree — even the most 
loving Christians can throw First Corinthians 

out the window.  As everyday stewards we know 
that we are charged to be not only gracious but 

grateful. We receive others but we also give 
thanks for what they bring to us — even if that’s 
an opportunity to “strive eagerly for the greatest 
spiritual gifts.”  So before the next time you post 

anything online, I suggest giving First 
Corinthians a read — and remember, love never 

fails. 

QUESTION: 
I’ve heard people call Jesus’ conception by the 
Holy Spirit being “immaculately conceived.” Is 

that what the Immaculate Conception is? 
 

ANSWER: 
While these two events are often confused, they 

are not the same thing. We celebrated the 
conception of Jesus on March 25th, the feast of 

the Annunciation. While that was surely 
miraculous, it isn’t what we refer to as the 
“immaculate conception.” The Immaculate 
Conception is Mary’s conception, and we 

typically celebrate it on December 8th. If the 8th 
happens to be a Sunday, the Church moves the 

feast to December 9th. It is a holy day of 
obligation. Why does the Church consider it so 
important to celebrate?   Mary’s conception is 

immaculate because she was conceived without 
original sin. The angel Gabriel acknowledges this 
when he hails Mary as “full of grace” (Luke 1:28). 

Scripture scholars identify several theological 
ideas that confirm this. In the Old Testament, 

the sacred, pristine Ark of the Covenant held the 
presence of God. The presence of God is now 
held within a new “arc” — the womb of Mary. 

Genesis 3 also prophesies of a woman who would 
oppose the devil and whose child would crush 

the devil’s head. Christ is the “New Adam.” This 
passage sets up Mary, then, as the “New Eve.” 
Jesus and Mary are the beginnings of a new 

creation, one we all can participate in through 
the grace of our baptism. After all, God’s love is 

more “original” than our sin! 



READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JAN 30th 
Sunday: Jer 1:4-5, 17-19/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 15-17 

[cf. 15ab]/ 
1 Cor 12:31—13:13 or 13:4-13/Lk 4:21-30 

Monday: 2 Sm 15:13-14, 30; 16:5-13/Ps 3:2-3, 4-5, 
6-7/Mk 5:1-20 

Tuesday: 2 Sm 18:9-10, 14b, 24-25a, 30—19:3/Ps 
86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Mk 5:21-43 

Wednesday: Mal 3:1-4/Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10/Heb 2:14-
18/Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22-32 

Thursday: 1 Kgs 2:1-4, 10-12/1 Chr 29:10, 11ab, 
11d-12a, 12bcd/Mk 6:7-13 

Friday: Sir 47:2-11/Ps 18:31, 47 and 50, 51/Mk 
6:14-29 

Saturday: 1 Kgs 3:4-13/Ps 119:9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14/
Mk 6:30-34 

Saturday, January 29th 
Rev. Jim Joyce 
Requested by Msgr. Mike 

   4:00 PM 

Sunday, January 30th 
The good health of Bishop McDonnell 
Requested by Jodi Poole 
 
Right to Life Mass 
Requested by Knights of Columbus 

   9:00 AM 

 

  11:30 AM 

Monday, January 31st 
Josephine Gifty Ampah-Behanzin 
Requested by Timothy J. Ryan 

  12:10 PM  

Tuesday, February 1st 
Rev. James Joyce 
Requested by Paul & Tammy Guillou  

  12:10 PM 

Wednesday, February 2nd 
For the Parish 

  12:10 PM 

Thursday, February 3rd 
 

  12:10 PM 

Friday, February 4th 
Charles E. Murphy-39th Anniversary 
Requested by Son, Frank 

  12:10 PM 

Saturday, February 5th 
Barbara Patella  
Requested by the Patella Children 

   

   4:00 PM 

JANUARY 30, 2022 
4TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
St. Oscar Romero (1917-1980) was a “Salvadoran 

Roman Catholic archbishop who was a vocal critic 
of the violent activities of government armed 

forces, right-wing groups, and leftist guerrillas 
involved in El Salvador’s civil conflict 

(Encyclopedia Britannica).” As a voice of the 
voiceless, he was an outspoken champion of the 

poor who were the ones most affected by the civil 
unrest and violence. His advocacy provoked 

several attempts on his life. Nonetheless, St. Oscar 
Romero was convinced that before all else his faith 

in the resurrected Christ and the values of the 
Gospel trumped any earthly concern or worry. He 

walked with complete confidence and trust. On 
March 24, 1980, St. Oscar Romero was 

assassinated while celebrating Mass. Such is often 
the fate of those who challenge the socio-political 

agendas of the day. 
 

We may look at the example of witness of St. Oscar 
Romero as something extraordinary. In one sense 

it is. Through the power of God, an ordinary 
human being did extraordinary things. But, in and 
of himself, St. Oscar Romero was simply a humble, 

loving servant of God. Oscar knew not only the 
power of love but the risk that comes when loving 
unconditionally. The beauty of God’s message was 
able to shine in and through him because he was 

able to step out of the way and be a vessel. One can 
assume that for St. Oscar Romero, one’s earthly 

life has no merit when faith, integrity, conviction, 
zeal and love are jettisoned. Fear and 

apprehension had no grip on this man who not 
only saw but spoke the truth. 

 
Do we speak the truth? It makes us feel good to 

speak of God as love. But have we ever considered 
the ramifications of this radical message? There 
are assaults on human life occurring daily. More 

and more the value and worth of a human being is 
being reduced and minimalized. We are becoming 

widgets in the production of life. In our whole 
simple humble ways, we too are called to be 

prophets. Knowing who you are and what is within 
your means to do, how can you make God’s love 

real, stand up for what is right, and give witness to 
the sacredness of all that is around you? 


