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 February 27,  2022 

February 27, 2022 – Eighth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

YEAR OF THE EUCHARIST  
“If we could comprehend all the good things 

contained in Holy Communion, nothing 
more would be wanting to content the heart 
of man.  The miser would run no more after 

his treasures, or the ambitious after his 
glory; each would shake off the dust of earth, 

leave the world, and fly away towards 
heaven.”  St. John Vianney, Eucharistic 

Meditations: 9th Meditation.   
MASS INTENTIONS 

Remember your loved one by having a Mass said 
for them. Call the rectory at  

413-445-5879. 

If you or a loved one are going 
into the hospital, please let us 
know so we can visit.  Call the 

rectory at 413-445-5789. 

TAKE-OUT FISH FRY 
DINNER 

 Friday, March 11th from 4 
to 6PM at St. Joseph 

Church Parish Center. 
Lenten fish fry includes 
fried scrod, French fries, 

coleslaw and dessert. The donation is $15. 
Tickets are prepaid by calling the Rectory at  

413-445-5789. This event is sponsored by the 
Knights of Columbus Council #103. The 

proceeds will benefit St. Joseph Church and 
the Knights of Columbus. Everyone is 

welcome! 

CCD Classes:   K through nine 
March 6th, March 13th, March 

20th and March 27th.  

Confirmation class of 2022 will 
meet on Sunday, March 13th at 

the Parish Center from 5:30 to 7:30.  

To our parents and guardians, please make sure 
your child is attending class on a regular basis. 

Thank you, John A.   

Please consider 
signing up to give 
your donations to 

our parish online.  It 
is very easy to do.  
You can donate 

either with a credit card or a check and choose 
how much you would like to give and how often: 
weekly, monthly, semi-monthly, quarterly, semi-
annually or annually. You can go directly to the 

website at: 
https://stjoepittsfield.weshareonline.org to sign 

up. We thank you for your generosity. 

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL 
Theme this year:  Transformed in Christ.  Our 

Parish Goal is $35,000.  The Bishop asks for our 
prayers, leadership, cooperation and 

support.  Starts Ash Wednesday and continues 
to Pentecost Sunday, June5th.  Our Parish can 

make a difference. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
the prisoners and our community who helped 
make the Penny Social a success on Sunday, 

February 20th. To our family members, 
teachers and parishioners who donated and 

baked, thank you, thank you, thank you.  
John A. 

Lenten Vespers will 
begin each Sunday 
evening at 6 p.m. in 

the South Chapel 
starting March 6th. 

This is a lovely 
prayerful way to end the Lord's Day during these 

days of Lent. Following Vespers, a video 
presentation will take place in the north chapel. 
For the first two weeks we will complete Bishop 
Robert Baron's video on the Creed. The last four 
weeks will feature episodes on the Eucharist. All 

are welcome. Refreshments will be served. 

https://stjoepittsfield.weshareonline.org/


EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Sat. 4:00 p.m. Sun. 9:00 a.m. Sun. 11:30 a.m. 

Mary Sukiennik  Sharon Vincent  Mike McClusky  

Michael Collins  Nancy Woitkoski  Sharon McClusky  

Sheila Bouquet  Nina Mastrangelo  
Jackie Weather-

wax  

LECTORS 

Chet Zaorski Joe Ryan Robert Bouquet 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For a Synodal Church 
Communion/participation/mission 

If you had the chance, what question would 
YOU ask Pope Francis?  What question would 

YOU ask Bishop Byrne?  
SYNOD 2021/2023- Pope Francis invites all 
to take part in Synod 2021/2023. The synod 
invites all peoples throughout the world, and 

all of us here in western Massachusetts, to 
reflect on how we're journeying together as a 
people of God. Consultations will take place 

in March and April in every parish and 
hopefully many communities here in western 

Massachusetts. But we need volunteers to 
assist in planning, facilitating, note taking, 
hosting, hospitality and communications 
outreach. If you would like to learn more 
and/or volunteer let your pastor know or 
email  or call 413 452-0571.  You can also 
learn more about this worldwide synod 
including some informational videos by 

logging onto www.diospringfield.org/synod. 

FOOD PANTRY   

The Food Pantry wishes to thank 
the Parish for its continued 

support and recent personal care 
item donations. The need is 

real.  Please keep them coming.  

PLANTED IN THE HOUSE OF THE LORD 
 

Grocery delivery apps are all the rage these days, 
and I can’t deny the convenience of tapping your 

finger a few times and seeing your week’s 
shopping dropped on the doorstep. But there is 
one aspect of this trend that seems to make a lot 
of shoppers nervous — fruits and vegetables.  A 

lot of us have strong opinions on our fresh 
produce and aren’t ready to delegate this highly 

subjective selection process to a total stranger. My 
father was a produce manager and I remember as 

a child learning about the complexities of 
choosing correctly. Getting a bad bag of under 
ripe tomatoes after shopping on an app could 

easily sour one on the whole idea.   Forrest Gump 
said life is like a box of chocolates. I say, we’re all 
like grab-bags of produce dumped on someone’s 
doorstep — but if we’re Christians who live our 
faith publicly, we’re stamped with the name of 
God. If your thumb is green enough, you know 

that you can tell a lot about a gardener from the 
produce he grows. We who are planted in the 

house of the Lord — what do we reveal about our 
Gardener?   What do our actions show of His 
teachings? What do our words reflect of His 

voice? What does our strength reveal of the soil 
from which we sprang and the life-giving waters 

that nourished us?  When we open ourselves up to 
those we encounter, let’s make a special effort to 
show the care we have had — lest our peers come 
away from the experience thinking God doesn’t 
know how to garden, when in reality, it’s us who 

don’t always know how to grow. 



READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF FEB 27th  
Sunday: Sir 27:4-7/Ps 92:2-3, 13-14, 15-16 [cf. 

2a]/1 Cor 15:54-58/Lk 6:39-45 
Monday: 1 Pt 1:3-9/Ps 111:1-2, 5-6, 9 and 10c/Mk 

10:17-27 
Tuesday: 1 Pt 1:10-16/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/Mk 

10:28-31 
Wednesday: Jl 2:12-18/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 12-13, 14 

and 17/2 Cor 5:20—6:2/ 
Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 

Thursday: Dt 30:15-20/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Lk 
9:22-25 

Friday: Is 58:1-9a/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 18-19/Mt 
9:14-15 

Saturday: Is 58:9b-14/Ps 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Lk 
5:27-32 

Saturday, February 26th 
Pauline Harris  
Requested by Guy & Pam Harris 

   4:00 PM 

Sunday, February 27th 
For Forgotten Souls 
 
For the Sick 
________________________ 

Sanctuary Candle 
Ralph Giannone 

Requested by Wife, Mary 

   9:00 AM 
 

  11:30 AM 

Monday, February 28th 
For World Peace 

  12:10 PM  

Tuesday, March 1st 
For Vocations  

  12:10 PM 

Wednesday, March 2nd 
Jim Stevens 
Requested by the Cao Family 
 

For the Parish 

  12:10 PM 

 

   5:30 PM 

Thursday, March 3rd 
Peter Dinh Van Nguyen 
Requested by Family  

  12:10 PM 

Friday, March 4th 
For All Souls 
Requested by Friends 

  12:10 PM 

Saturday, March 5th 
Linda Collins-4th Anniversary 
Requested by Mike & Family 

   

   4:00 PM 

FEBRUARY 27, 2022 
8TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
What we say and how we say it reveals the true 

intentions of our hearts. The content and manner 
of our speech is a window into the recesses of our 

souls. Our consciences, attitudes, sentiments, 
weaknesses, and motives are displayed. As much 

as we think we can hide the truth of our lives from 
others, we cannot. Who we really are is not only 
expressed on our lips but is written on our faces. 

Jesus says precisely this, “For every tree is known 
by its own fruit.” What does the fruit of our lives 
say about us? Because we like to play the game of 
hide and seek with ourselves, in pretending that 

we are hiding we deflect attention others may give 
to us by becoming more critical of others. After all, 

the more time one can spend analyzing others’ 
behavior the less time one has to look at his or 
herself. Often, the behaviors we abhor most in 

others are the very ones we are guilty of ourselves. 
We just don’t know it yet. The more we put 

ourselves in the role of a judge, the more 
satisfaction and control we seem to achieve. Yet, 

what about ourselves? In focusing our attention on 
the beams in others’ eyes, the aridity and 

barrenness of our lives goes unchecked. St. 
Ambrose reminds us that “no one heals himself by 

wounding another.” Bringing our brothers and 
sisters down by being overly critical, serves no 

positive purpose. But the one who knows how easy 
it is to fall into sin and weakness and how quickly 
errors in judgment can be made, knows the depth 
of true compassion, mercy, and kindness. Having 

recognized our own poor choices, misguided 
opinions, negative emotions, and ability to do 

horrendous things, we can be more sympathetic 
and understanding of where others may be. We 
are designed to be mentors and guides to one 

another. In walking the journey together, we can 
help each other become the best we can be. 

Humility is the order of the day and the primary 
virtue that prevents us from being hypocrites. 


