
 

MASS  
SCHEDULE 

 
Saturday-4:00 PM 

 
Sunday~9:00 & 11:30 AM 

 
9 AM Mass streamed live at 

stjoepittsfield.com & the 
Parish App 

 
Daily Mass~12:10 PM 

 
RCIA~Wed. 6:30 PM 

 
Holy Hour ~Mon.-Fri. 11 AM 

  
Rosary ~Mon - Fri. 11:30 AM 

 
Prayer Line 413-443-1221 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
Remember your loved one by having a Mass said 

for them. Call the rectory at  
413-445-5879. 

TAKE-OUT FISH FRY 
DINNER 

 Friday, March 11th from 4 
to 6PM at St. Joseph 

Church Parish Center. 
Lenten fish fry includes 
fried scrod, French fries, 

coleslaw and dessert. The donation is $15. 
Tickets are prepaid by calling the Rectory at  

413-445-5789. This event is sponsored by the 
Knights of Columbus Council #103. The 

proceeds will benefit St. Joseph Church and 
the Knights of Columbus. Everyone is 

welcome! 

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL 
Starts Ash Wednesday and continues to 

Pentecost Sunday, June5th.  Goal is 
$35,000.  Please be generous as we live the 

theme Transformed in Christ. 

Lenten Vespers will 
begin each Sunday 
evening at 6 p.m. in 

the South Chapel 
starting March 6th. 

This is a lovely prayerful way to end the Lord's 
Day during these days of Lent. Following 

Vespers, a video presentation will take place in 
the north chapel. For the first two weeks we will 

complete Bishop Robert Baron's video on the 
Creed. The last four weeks will feature episodes 

on the Eucharist. All are welcome. Refreshments 
will be served. 

Sunday: Evening Prayer with 
Benediction 6:00pm followed 
by “A Biblical Walk through 
the Mass” and discussion in 
the North Chapel.  This video 
is being used to celebrate the 

Year of the Eucharist. Come discover the beauty, 
the riches, and the profound meaning of the 
Mass. 

Monday through Friday: Eucharistic Holy 
Hour at 11:00am. Confession at 11:30am 

Wednesday: Adoration and Confession 5:30-
6:30pm 

Wednesday: RCIA 6:30pm 

Friday:  Stations of the Cross and Bitter 
Lamentations at 6:30pm 

Operation Rice Bowl: Rice bowls 
are at the doors of the church. 

FILLING THE BASKET THIS LENT 
Lent calls us into deeper everyday stewardship because it beautifully creates opportunities to be 

mindful of the call of Christ in even the most mundane moments of our day.  Many of us will participate 
in the time-honored tradition of doing penance, or “giving something up” for Lent. When we do this, we 
are mimicking the Israelites who filled their baskets with the first fruits of their harvest, “and having set 

them before the Lord, your God, (bowing) down in his presence” (Deuteronomy 26:10). What are we 
going to bring before the Lord this Lent? What are our first fruits? If you’re struggling with ideas for 

how to “fill your basket,” it can help to come at the problem from the opposite side. Take a look at the 
six characteristics of Everyday Stewardship and think about the moments in your day when you fail to 
fulfill the virtues to which they call you.  What is keeping you from being mindful of the call of Christ 
throughout your day? I promise you, if you listen, you’ll hear it more than once.  What is keeping you 

from being prayerful? When you have set your first fruits before the Lord, what keeps you from bowing 
down in His presence to finish the offering? What keeps you from being grateful — especially of the 
small things that so often go unnoticed?  What keeps you from being gracious, from leaving people 

smiling as they walk away? What keeps you from being committed and accountable? Where do your 
excuses come from and what makes you indulge them? 



EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Sat. 4:00 p.m. Sun. 9:00 a.m. Sun. 11:30 a.m. 

 Rob Brodeur  Pat Keegan  Jeff Gerard  

Maria Brodeur  Paul Guillou  Glenna Gerard  

Michael Collins  Anne Kozlowski  Robert Bouquet 

LECTORS 

Marie Kotowicz  Bernadette Scapin  Anne Dunham  

March 6, 2021 - 
First Sunday of 

Lent 
YEAR OF THE 
EUCHARIST  

“Here in my Presence I will fill you, not only 
for yourself, but also for all those to whom it 
will be given you to transmit My messages of 

love and of mercy… What I want above all else 
is that My priests be saints, and for this, I offer 
them My presence in the Eucharist. Yes, this is 
the great secret of priestly holiness. You must 

tell them this, you must repeat what I am 
saying to you, so that souls may be comforted 
by it and stimulated to seek holiness. (October 

29, 2007) In Sinu Jesu P.287.  For more 
information and videos check out 

www.yearoftheeucharist.net 

For a Synodal 
Church 

Communion/
participation/

mission 
If you had the 

chance, what question would YOU ask Pope 
Francis?  What question would YOU ask 

Bishop Byrne?  
Journeying Together through the 

Synod 
Listening to Everyone 

The author James Joyce is known for 
describing the Catholic Church as “here 

comes everybody!” We hope the next few 
months will be a time for great listening 

– listening among those who are active within 
the parish, and those who are no 

longer engaged; those who attend Mass 
regularly and those who don’t feel 

welcome. Our stories are sacred. They 
demonstrate how God works in each of 

lives to bring about His plan. This Synod 
process invites us to stand in the shoes of 
another and learn from the story that they 
share. Please plan to participate in a synod 
consultation session and invite others you 
know to tell their stories. Visit our website 

with online calendar of locally 
scheduled events at diospringfield.org/synod! 

CCD Classes:   K through nine 
March 6th, March 13th, March 

20th and March 27th.  
Confirmation class of 2022 will 

meet on Sunday, March 13th at the 
Parish Center from 5:30 to 7:30.  

To our parents and guardians, please make sure 
your child is attending class on a regular basis. 

Thank you, John A.   

St. Charles Church is having an Irish Dinner on 
Saturday, March 12th at 5PM.  The meal consists 
of corned beef, cabbage, potatoes,  carrots, Irish 

soda bread & homemade desserts. The tickets are 
$18. They will be sold after all Masses or call the 

Rectory at 413-442-7470. Dine in or take out.  

http://www.yearoftheeucharist.net


READINGS FOR THE WEEK  MARCH 6, 2022 
Sunday: Dt 26:4-10/Ps 91:1-2, 10-11, 12-13, 14-15 [cf. 

15b]/Rom 10:8-13/Lk 4:1-13 
 

Monday: Lv 19:1-2, 11-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15/Mt 25:31-
46 

Tuesday: Is 55:10-11/Ps 34:4-5, 6-7, 16-17, 18-19/Mt 
6:7-15 

Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19/Lk 
11:29-32 

Thursday: Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-
3, 7c-8/Mt 7:7-12 

Friday: Ez 18:21-28/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-7a, 7bc-8/Mt 
5:20-26 

Saturday: Dt 26:16-19/Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8/Mt 5:43-
48 

Saturday, March 5th 
Linda Collins-4th Anniversary 
Requested by Mike & Family 

   4:00 PM 

Sunday, March 6th  
Joan Jones  
Requested by Jack & Gerry Crane 
 

For Peace in Ukraine 

   9:00 AM 

 

  11:30 AM 

Monday, March 7th 
Edgar Rivard  
Requested by Connie & Joel 

  12:10 PM  

Tuesday, March 8th 
Jim Fisher 
Requested by Pat & Lori 

  12:10 PM 

Wednesday, March 9th 
For the Parish 

  12:10 PM 

 

Thursday, March 10th 
Maria Hong Cao 
Requested by Family  

  12:10 PM 

Friday, March 11th 
Forgotten Souls 
Requested by Friends 

  12:10 PM 

Saturday, March 12th 
Michael Reynolds 
Requested by Arasimowicz  Family 

   

   4:00 PM 

MARCH 6, 2022 
1ST SUNDAY OF LENT 

 
One of the greatest temptations human beings face 

is leaving the truth of who they are, where they 
came from and who created them in pursuit of 

more personal satisfactions. When we consider all 
that desires our attention in a given day, there are 

many lures that attract us to illusions about 
ourselves. We can easily find ourselves distracted 
or tired, preoccupied with preserving our status in 

life, social relationships, current trends, and 
corporate demands, and intrigued by pursuing 

what we perceive to be the “path of least 
resistance.” The daily concerns of life can quickly 
take our eyes off of our truth, making the empty 

promises of worldly accomplishments and 
ideologies seem so attractive. What is at risk in 

giving into this temptation? 
 

We cease giving thanks to and worshipping our 
Creator as we pursue our own self-sufficiency, 

power, and prestige. We replace the true God with 
a “pet” one. While many do not totally dismiss the 

idea of God and pretend to remain at least 
remotely connected, they do not invest themselves 

heart, mind, and soul in the relationship either. 
That is why we are so easily swayed. If something 
attractive comes along, we lunge for it. After all, 

having a position above and over everyone else is a 
good thing, isn’t it? In more honest moments, 
many have to admit that they believe this to be 

true. The Evil One is very convincing. But he can 
only gain control if we allow him to. 

 
About temptation, St. Basil remarks, “As the pilot 
of a vessel is tried in the storm, as the wrestler is 
tried in the ring, the soldier in the battle and the 

hero in adversity, so is the Christian tried in 
temptation.” And here is found the reason for 

Lent. It is a wonderful opportunity to get a handle 
on the attractive lures of illusion that easily 

captivate us and bring us off track. It is also a time 
for some honest reflection rooted in prayer, 

fasting, and selfless giving that can bring us to 
temptation’s remedy: love. Love of his Father gave 

Jesus resistance. It can do the same for us. 


