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 May 15, 2022 

SAY NO TO PHYSICIAN ASSISTED 
SUICIDE IN MASSACHUSETTS  

LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD NOW!  The 
Massachusetts State Legislature is considering 
passing into law two deeply troubling bills this 

session which would legalize Physician Assisted 
Suicide. The bills, House 2381 and Senate 1384, 
are identical in text and titled “An Act relative to 

end of life options”.  The Catholic Bishops of 
Massachusetts stand united in our strong 

opposition to Physician Assisted Suicide. It is an 
affront to life and a dangerous precedent for 
determining end of life issues. Physicians are 

trained to care for the ill, not to hasten death.” 
Here are some troubling facts to consider before 

you act: The bills would allow a physician to 
provide a deadly drug mixture to an individual 
diagnosed with less than 6 months to live that, 

when consumed, would cause death.   NOTE- The 
diagnosis could be wrong. Countless individuals 

have outlived that 6-month diagnosis and enjoyed 
many more precious months and years with 
family and friends.  No Real Safeguards - A 

vulnerable individual who is physically disabled, 
depressed, or fears being a “burden” may be 

subject to undue influence by others to take the 
drug mixture, especially if there is a financial 
benefit as an incentive. The primary focus of 

elected officials should be dedicated to legislation 
providing quality health care, mental health care 

and palliative care to the sick and dying – 
particularly in the underserved, poor and 

minority  communities that suffer the most at the 
time of need.  How can your voice be heard? Call 
or email your legislators, let them know you are a 

Massachusetts voter, and say NO to Physician 
Assisted Suicide! Log on to www.macatholic.org 
and follow the links to find contact information 
for: Members of the legislative Joint Committee 
on Health Care Finance who will be considering 

these bills. Your individual State Senator and 
Representative via address and zip code link. For 
individuals without internet access, please call the 

Massachusetts Catholic Conference at 617-746-
5630 for legislative contact information. 

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL 
Ash Wednesday through Pentecost 
Sunday, June 5th.  Our goal is 
$35,000.  The Annual Catholic 

Appeal is how we as Catholics 
connect with thousands of people 

across western Massachusetts who 
need the love and mercy of Jesus Christ. 

Support for food pantries, faith education, 
protection for the unborn, and evangelization. 
God’s mercy message comes from your gifts to 
the Annual Catholic Appeal. You are the face of 

the Catholic Church today and in the future.  
Pleases take time to make your donation today. 

Thank you. 

CAN YOU HELP WITH OUR 
PARISH BABY SHOWER? 

St Joseph's will be sponsoring a 
“Baby Shower” to collect baby 

items for them! Bethlehem House, Inc. Pregnancy 
Care Center is a non-profit, faith-based organization 

(located in Easthampton, MA) that provides free con-
fidential services to pregnant women and men in 

need that have  chosen life for their babies. Specific 
items needed include plastic baby bottles, bottle 
washers, unscented baby wash/baby lotion/baby 

wipes, shampoo, terry hooded towels, receiving blan-
kets, quilts, disposable diapers (sizes 4,5,6) diaper 
bags; and any size new or gently used non stained 
onesies, sleepers, sleep sacks, socks, sweaters, T-

shirts/pants, knitted hats, bibs, and crib sheets. 
Walmart gift cards are desperately needed to pur-

chase large items. Any monetary donations may be 
made payable to “Bethlehem House Inc.” 

ALL donations are 100% deductible. Our Pro Life 
Parish Coordinator, Sharon Vincent will collect and 
deliver all donations to Bethlehem House. Items will 
be collected after Masses on the weekends of May 14
-15 and May 28-29. If you have any questions about 
this or about items needed, please call Sharon at 413-

358-7011, or Bethlehem House at 413-262-8517.  

St. Anthony devotions will continue 
Tuesday evenings at 6 p.m. in the 
chapel.  On Monday June 13th, we 

will conclude and celebrate the 
devotions with a Mass at 6 p.m. 

Congratulations 
to our First 
Communion 

candidates who 
have completed 
their journey to 

the Holy 
Eucharist!    

 
Oliver Brown 
Ashley Hurley 
John Jackson 
Arden Krol 
Everett Krol 

Isabella Pereira-Mejia 
Luca Quallen 

Jasper Schoeny  
Andrew Williams 

http://www.macatholic.org


May 15, 2022 - 
Fifth Sunday of 

Easter 
YEAR OF THE 
EUCHARIST  

Try to gather together more frequently to 
celebrate God’s Eucharist and to praise him. 
For when you meet with frequency, Satan’s 

powers are overthrown and his 
destructiveness is undone by the unanimity of 
your faith. There is nothing better than peace, 
by which all strife in heaven and earth is done 

away. (The Letter of Ignatius, Bishop 
ofAntioch). For more information and videos 

check out www.yearoftheeucharist.net 

Journeying Together 
through the Synod 

Pope Francis wants to 
know what's in your 

heart and what's on your 
mind.  What would you 

like to ask the Holy Father, what would you like to 
ask Bishop Byrne?  Please pray about it and please 
respond at either www.diospringfield.org/synod or 
msgrmike@berkshire.rr.com.   No names please. 

How will sharing my story become a part of 
the Synod?  A report from each consultation will 

be given to the Diocesan Synod Team. It is their task 
to learn from these responses about the 

circumstances in which we, as the Church, are doing 
a good job of journeying together and where we 

could do a better job of accompanying one another 
in faith. They will also gather the “fruit” of 

discernment in terms of what the Spirit might be 
saying to the Church through the stories shared. 

These elements will form the basis for the diocesan 
report. Each diocese will submit a report to the 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops by 
June. These will be examined at the national level by 

region, then collated into one continental report. 
The Synod office at the Vatican will use the USCCB 

report and reports from bishops’ conferences 
around the world to create the preparatory 

document for the Synod of Bishops in October 2023. 
If you have any questions or thoughts to get 
involved, please visit our synodal team at: 

www.diospringfield.org/synod. 

COFFEE AND DONUTS  will 
return on May 15th after the 9AM 

Mass.  All are welcome!  

St. Joseph Parish Council will be holding an in-
person meeting on Sunday, May 15 after the 9 

AM Mass in the Parish Center.  Hope all 
members will be able to attend as we will elect 

officers and have an update on the Synod of 
Bishops meeting to be held next year. 

ST. ANNE SOCIETY 
Meeting May 18th, 2022.  PLEASE NOTE:  It was 
voted to change our starting time to 6:00 p.m. to 

accommodate those who avoid driving at 
night.  Msgr. Mike will conduct a listening session 
of Synod.  We can share what we think about our 
church (positive or negative thoughts)--from our 
diocese to the Pope's ears.  We will also be joined 
by Joanne and George Gela who will talk about 

their experiences and the culture of their mother 
country, Ukraine. Members, please try to attend 
and bring a friend!  We welcome all women to 
come enjoy companionship and refreshments 

together! 

Our Meals on Wheels 
Program (Delivering meals to shut-
ins on the first Sunday of the month) 
is in need of Bakers.  If you are able 

to help please call Terry Costello  
at 413-822-8215.  

DRIVE BY POLISH PICNIC  
Sunday, July 17th from 3-6 PM. Preorders only. 

Call the rectory at 413-445-5789.  
Offered this year: Polish dinner $16.00, quart of 

kapusta $6.50, ½ dozen golumpki $16.00. 
Cheese pierogi baker’s dozen (13) $13.00. 

  
We will start making pierogi in the parish center 
on  Wednesdays at 2:00 May 25th, June 1st, 8th, 
15th, 22nd, & 29th.  More cooking dates and times 

to be determined. 
__________________________  
We are also looking for donations of: 

wax paper, flour, Pam, bottled water, and soda. 

We are looking for volunteers to clean the 
church.  Please contact the rectory if 

interested. 

The ladies that teach the Liturgy of the Word for 
children (CLOW) will continue the program each 

Sunday through the month of May at the 9 
0'clock Mass.  Parents and guardians, we ask you 
to continue bringing your youngsters to this Mass 
each Sunday so that they can enjoy a meaningful 

experience. 

http://www.diospringfield.org/synod


READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF  MAY 15th 
Sundays: Acts 14:21-27/Ps 145:8-9, 10-11, 12-13/

Rv 21:1-5a/Jn 13:31-33a, 34-35 
Monday: Acts 14:5-18/Ps 115:1-2, 3-4, 15-16/Jn 

14:21-26 
Tuesday: Acts 14:19-28/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13ab, 21/

Jn 14:27-31a 
Wednesday: Acts 15:1-6/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5/

Jn 15:1-8 
Thursday: Acts 15:7-21/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 10/Jn 

15:9-11 
Friday: Acts 15:22-31/Ps 57:8-9, 10 and 12/Jn 

15:12-17 
Saturday: Acts 16:1-10/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 5/Jn 15:18-

21 
Next Sunday: Acts 15:1-2, 22-29/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 

8 [4]/Rv 21:10-14, 22-23/Jn 14:23-29 

Saturday, May 14th 
Joan, Eddie & Kelly 
Requested by Friends 

   4:00 PM 

Sunday, May 15th 
Vincent J. Carchedi, Sr. 
Requested by Wife Josie & Family  
 
Bob & Bernie Murphy 
Requested by Spratlin Family  
__________________________ 

Sanctuary Candle 
Vincent J. Carchedi, Sr. 

Requested by Family  

   9:00 AM 

 

  11:30 AM 

Monday, May 16th 
Jose & Maria Paralta 
Requested by Family  

  12:10 PM  

Tuesday May 17th 
Joseph & Bertha Zoladz & Family 
Requested by Zoladz Family  

  12:10 PM 

Wednesday, May 18th 
For the Parish 

  12:10 PM    

Thursday, May 19th 
Deceased Members of the Parish 

  12:10 PM 

Friday, May 20th 
Joe Dahrouge  
Requested by Family  

  12:10 PM 

Saturday, May 21st 
Jennie Harte  
Requested by Family  

   

   4:00 PM 

MAY 15, 2022 
5TH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 
“It is necessary for us to undergo many hardships 
to enter the Kingdom of God.” Many folks really 
work very hard to circumvent difficult situations. 

We prefer the easier way around something, 
rather than risk inconvenience, hurt or prolonged 

suffering. It’s no wonder euthanasia is rapidly 
becoming acceptable around the world. Through 

purely human eyes, there is no issue bypassing the 
inevitable, taking control and bringing things 

more swiftly to a place of peace. If this is the way 
God sees things, then why does Jesus make such a 
big deal helping us understand the experience of 
suffering and embrace it? God’s wisdom clearly 

takes us in another direction. Imagine if we were 
able to eradicate ALL hardship and suffering. 
Where would we be? As we look at our own 

journeys, many of our solid more growth 
producing life lessons have been born of suffering, 

disappointment, inconvenience, darkness, and 
despair. There is something sacred about all of 
these experiences as God uses them to create 

something new. Envisioning a life without 
hardship and suffering brings us to a vision where 

everything is flat-lined and dull. As much as 
hardship and suffering are difficult crosses to 
bear, not taking them up runs the risk of us 

becoming shallow, empty, and lifeless. Helen 
Keller remarks that, “a happy life consists not in 

the absence but in the mastery of hardships.” 
What an incredibly wise insight! Many really 

successful people and saints were brought to their 
station in life because they suffered. Suffering 

teaches us about what’s important and propels us 
to search the depths of our souls for resources and 

strength we never would have known before.  
This is especially true when we love as Jesus asks 

us to love. Love, perhaps above any other 
experience, can cause us great hardship, pain, and 

suffering especially when it’s authentic and 
unconditional. While it can thrust us into an 

incredible experience of God and life on one hand, 
it can bruise and wound us deeply on the other. 

Mastering the art of love is the secret to living life 
well, walking in the presence of God and investing 
in the joy of the Gospel. Love and suffering walk 

hand in hand. Compromising one will 
compromise the other. Maybe that’s why Jesus 

spent so much time convincing us to accept both. 


