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June 26,  2022 

DRIVE BY POLISH PICNIC 
The Polish Picnic take out dinner is coming 

up.  All our food is "HOMEMADE ".  You can 
call and order in advance.  Credit Cards are 
accepted. Sunday, July 17th from 3-6 PM. 

Preorders only. Call the rectory at  
413-445-5789.  

Offered this year: Polish dinner $16.00, quart 
of kapusta $6.50, ½ dozen golumpki $16.00. 
Cheese or cabbage pierogi baker’s dozen (13) 

$13.00. 
__________________________  

We are looking for cash donations, donations 
of wax paper, flour, Pam, bottled water, and 

soda. 

20/20 WINNERS 
Week  7 

Peg McCauley 
Michele Madden  

The Mass book has many openings for 
intentions.  Please call the rectory if 

you wish to reserve a Mass intention.  
The usual donation is $10 per Mass. 

WEEKLY COLLECTION 
We are coming to the close 

of our fiscal year.  Our 
parish donations were not 
where they needed to be.  I 

realize that factors have to be taken into 
account.  We are grateful for your continued 
support of the parish.  I hope and pray that 
others will feel safe to return to church and 
help out financially.  Once again thank you 

for your faithfulness and generosity.   
Please consider signing up to give your 

donations to our parish online. It is very easy 
to do. You can donate either with a credit 
card or a check and choose how much you 
would like to give and how often: weekly, 
monthly, semimonthly, quarterly, semi-

annually or annually. You can go directly to 
the website at https:// 

stjoepittsfield.weshareonline.org to sign up. 

SARATOGA BUS 
TRIP  

Thursday, August 
18th.  You can choose 
either the Casino or 

the Race 
Track.  Masks are required on the bus.  The 

bus will leave St. Joseph parking lot at 
9:30AM and will leave Saratoga to return after 

the last race.  The cost for the trip is $40. 
(includes the tip for the driver).  For a 

reservation call the Rectory at 413-445-5789.  

 
JULY 4th MASS  
Monday July 4th at 

9 a.m. 

GUIDED BY THE SPIRIT 
There will always be something behind us and before us. Time moves on and the world continues to 

rotate. Will we miss that which exists right before our eyes because they are shut while we are 
consumed by the past or worried about the future? 

 
When we go about whatever work God has set for us this day, large or small, we cannot get it done if 

we are looking behind us. Being mindful means to live for the present. It sounds like the simplest 
thing in the world, but we forget it (I forget it at least once every day). We must be guided by the 

Spirit.  What I’m talking about here is a radical abandonment of ourselves to God — over, and over, 
and over again. We cannot put our hand to the plough, while our eyes are looking backward at what 

is left behind. We cannot turn back if we are to move forward.  When we take up the yoke of 
stewardship, we will never be able to bear it if we rely on our own strength. When we put our hands 

to the plough, we will never get the job done if we look backwards at our own track record for 
inspiration. There is no inspiration there. Let the dead bury their dead.  — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 



EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Sat. 4:00 p.m. Sun. 9:00 a.m. Sun. 11:30 a.m. 

Pat Momnie Judy Sayers  Mike McMahon 

Juliette Ekouah  Ron Sayers  J. Weatherwax  

Robin O'Brien  Bernadette Scapin  Jeff Gerard  

LECTORS 

Marie Kotowicz  Sharon Vincent  Glenna Gerard  

We need your HELP making 
pierogies in the Parish Center on 

Wednesday, June 
 29th at 2:00.  More cooking 

dates and times to be 
determined.  

 June 26, 2022 – 
Thirteenth Sunday 
in Ordinary Time 

YEAR OF TH 
EUCHARIST 

“Behold the Lamb of God, Behold Him Who 
Takes Away the Sin of the World. Blessed are 

those who are called to the Supper of the 
Lamb.” – Eucharistic Prayer 

For more information and videos check out 
www.yearoftheeucharist.net 

The Knights of Columbus is an organization of 
Catholic men whose main purpose is to provide 

its members with opportunities to put their faith 
in action. Our work is focused in four areas: 

faith, family, community, and life. To that end 
we do many things throughout the year that 

help us contribute to those causes. 
For example our Tootsie Roll drive raises money 
for people with physical and mental disabilities. 
All the money raised goes to that worthy cause 
which is administered by the state offices. We 

also put on a few dinners each year. The money 
raised from those dinners goes to the church. 

There is always an exception though. The 
exception is the Father's Day breakfast. That is 
the main way we raise money for our council 

programs. We use that money in our Coats for 
Kids program or to help local groups who work 
for the betterment of others. So we invite you to 
our Father's Day breakfast and hope, if you are 

curious, you will ask a Knight about being a 
Knight. 

Vicar General and Chancellor 
 

Question:  
I have seen the title of Vicar General and 

Chancellor used in our Catholic newspaper. Who 
are they and what do they do? 

 
Answer:  

A bishop is in charge of a diocese and appoints 
people to help with its administration. Two of 
those positions are the Vicar General and the 

Chancellor. Both play a role in the life of a diocese, 
despite the many jokes priests may tell at their 

expense! A chancellor is the archivist of a diocese, 
charged with task of keeping the records of the 

diocese. Often a bishop may add other 
responsibilities and the chancellor may end up 
being like the executive director of the diocesan 

office. The chancellor does not need to be a priest. 
The vicar general is a priest, appointed by the 
bishop and acts in the name of the bishop in 

administering the diocese. He has an advanced 
degree in canon law or theology. He also has 

executive authority within the diocese. This means 
that he is involved in the day-to-day pastoral and 

temporal administration of the diocese. Canon law 
does not allow a bishop to appoint a relative to the 
position, nor the priest in charge of the sacrament 
of penance. In both cases, the purpose of the law is 

to avoid conflicts of interest. 

http://www.yearoftheeucharist.net/


READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JUNE 
26TH 

Sunday: 1 Kgs 19:16b, 19-21/Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-
10, 11/Gal 5:1, 13-18/Lk 9:51-62 

Monday: Am 2:6-10, 13-16/Ps 50:16bc-17, 18-19, 
20-21, 22-23/Mt 8:18-22 

Tuesday: Am 3:1-8; 4:11-12/Ps 5:4b-6a, 6b-7, 8/
Mt 8:23-27 

Wednesday: Vigil: Acts 3:1-10/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5/Gal 
1:11-20/Jn 21:15-19 Day: Acts 12:1-11/ 

Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9/2 Tm 4:6-8, 17-18/Mt 
16:13-19 

Thursday: Am 7:10-17/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11/Mt 9:1-8 
Friday: Am 8:4-6, 9-12/Ps 119:2, 10, 20, 30, 40, 

131/Mt 9:9-13 
Saturday: Am 9:11-15/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-

14/Mt 9:14-17 

Saturday, June 25th  
Syl Mastrangelo-3rd Anniversary 
Requested by Family  

   4:00 PM 

Sunday, June 26th 
Jimmy Archey 
Requested by Family  
 
Laurie Maffuccio 
Requested by Cheryl & Tom 

   9:00 AM 

 
  11:30 AM 

Monday, June 27th 
Jose & Maria Paralta 
Requested by Family  

  12:10 PM  

Tuesday, June 28th 
Tracy Horton 
Requested by Ron Pelletier 

  12:10 PM 

Wednesday, June 29th 
For the Parish 

  12:10 PM    

Thursday, June 30th 
Dianne Mermet 
Requested by Sister, Barbara 

  12:10 PM 

Friday, July 1st 
Barbara Rivard 
Requested by Connie & Joel 

  12:10 PM 

Saturday, July 2nd 
Walter & Amelia Marketonis 
Requested by June 

   4:00 PM 

JUNE 26, 2022 
13TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
And to another he said, “Follow me.” In every moment 

of every day, in every circumstance and experience, 
God is calling us. We can easily get distracted and not 
hear it or simply ignore it, pretending it wasn’t even 
heard. When we do hear it and favorably respond, 
there are some conditions that must be met. Jesus 

makes it clear that once we say yes to his invitation, we 
must stay focused and forge ahead. We cannot keep 
looking behind or worry about unfinished business. 
There are some tasks, and discipleship is one, that 

require our full devotion. There are many “masters” 
vying for our attention. We need something or 

someone to give us direction. Human nature requires 
it. Our motives and actions reveal what has our 

allegiance. It is tempting to give ourselves to masters 
that lure us with intriguing promises. When given the 

choice between a “master” that promises worldly 
success, abundant wealth, status, privilege, and 

security versus a “master” that asks for self-sacrifice, 
hardship, suffering, ridicule, and death, to whom do 
we go? While the promise of immediate pleasure is 
enticing, there is always a catch. For all that secular 
masters can promise, they always keep us looking 
behind, checking on ourselves, second guessing 
choices, calculating options, and being slaves to 

excessive worry. Our guard can never come down. Only 
one master really promises life: Jesus Christ. Hearing 
his call, we either trust him or we don’t. Saying yes to 

following Christ does come with a risk. But it also 
comes with the brightness of future hopes and dreams. 

There is no need to keep looking behind. Sins are 
forgiven and regrets serve no effective purpose. God is 
not there. He’s moved beyond all that stuff. God is in 

the today and the tomorrow and what he can 
continually do with our daily affirmation to follow 

Him. All we need to do is be obedient. St. Gianna Molla 
is credited with saying, “The stillness of prayer is the 
most essential condition for fruitful action. Before all 
else, the disciple kneels down.” Begin with prayer. We 

will not only hear God’s call but find the courage to 
trust that He will guide us where we need to be. God 

uses us in the most ordinary of ways through the 
simple daily expression of our lives. 


