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 July 17,  2022 

20/20 WINNERS 
Week  10 

Pamela Harris 
Michael Schirripa 

SARATOGA BUS 
TRIP  

Thursday, August 
18th.  You can choose 
either the Casino or 

the Race Track.  Masks are required on the 
bus.  The bus will leave St. Joseph parking lot 
at 9:30AM and will leave Saratoga to return 

after the last race.  The cost for the trip is $40. 
(includes the tip for the driver).  For a 

reservation call the Rectory at 413-445-5789.  

SUMMER BIBLE CAMP 
Registration for Summer Bible 

Camp has begun! 
Any child in the community is 
welcome. Camp will be 4 days, 
starting Tuesday, August 23rd 
to Friday, August 26th. It will 

go from 10am to 3pm. Lunch will be 
provided, or you can bring your own lunch. 

There will be daily activities including music, 
singing and dancing, arts and crafts, sports/

gym exercising, and much, much more! 
Children of all ages are welcome K-8. High 

school students are encouraged to join us as 
a counselor. We are also looking for adults 
who would like to share their talents in any 

way. You can stop by the office to get a 
registration form or email Sean or Michelle 

to request a form. Pricing will be $15 a day or 
$50 for the full 4 days. Financial assistance is 

possible on request. If there are any 
questions or to volunteer, please reach out to 
Michelle or Sean. Registrations for camper or 
counselor due by Monday, August 8th.  Sean: 
413-442-7470 SeanPStCharles@gmail.com,  

Michelle: 413-464-2194, 
Ccdstcharles@gmail.com 

The Mass book has many openings for 
intentions.  Please call the rectory if you 
wish to reserve a Mass intention.  The 

usual donation is $10 per Mass. 

 July 17 ~ From today's Gospel, Luke 
10 "...Mary has chosen the 

better part and it will not be 
taken from her."  Listen to the 

voices that protect life and honor its 
gift. 

ST. ANNE SOCIETY MEETING 
The monthly meeting of the St. Anne's Society 
will be on Wednesday, July 20th at 6:00 p.m. 

ST. ANNE SOCIETY 
We will meet as a group on 

Sunday, July 24th at the 9:00 
Mass.  Members will gather in the 
vestibule before Mass and process 
in together, sitting down front in 
the pews reserved for us.  In the 
event that we can't process in we 

will still sit together in the 
designated pews.  Hope to see all 

of you there! 

Weddings 
Question: This time of year, I attend a lot of 

weddings. Why do Catholic weddings need to take 
place in a church? 

Answer:  
Technically, there is a clause in Church law that 

could allow for weddings to take place outside of a 
church, in a suitable space under special 

circumstances, but it requires the rare permission 
of the bishop. But the meaning of marriage goes 

very, very deep, and the Church has a vested 
interest in protecting that meaning. As Catholics, 
we don’t see a wedding as an event that needs a 

pleasing backdrop.  Marriage is a sacrament, both 
an occasion of joyful promise and symbolic 

solemnity. It is a spiritual event. The loving bond 
of marriage symbolizes the mystical union 

between Christ and his Church. The man and 
woman profess lifelong vows of fidelity, and they 
receive supernatural grace from God to keep their 
promises. Receiving the sacrament of Marriage in 

a church has broader symbolic meaning for the 
couple as well. Marriage isn’t simply two people 

in isolation from the world around them. 
Marriage is the joining of families and the 

beginning of a new, holy mission in the life of the 
couple. Weddings are sacred occasions, and it’s 

fitting that they occur in sacred spaces. 



EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Sat. 4:00 p.m. Sun. 9:00 a.m. Sun. 11:30 a.m. 

Barbara Dalo  Anne Kozlowski  Jeff Gerard  

Pat Momnie Terry Costello  Glenna Gerard  

Juliette Ekouah  Anne Hynes  Robert Bouquet 

LECTORS 

Sr. Jean Bostley  Bernadette Scapin  Paul Mays 

 July 17, 2022 – 
Sixteenth Sunday 
in Ordinary Time 

YEAR OF THE 
EUCHARIST 

“The tabernacle is like Mary’s womb wherein 
dwells the same Christ who reigns above, 

adored by angels, He who enters our bodies 
and souls.” – St. Margaret Mary Alacoque 

For more information and videos check out 
www.yearoftheeucharist.net 

WEEKLY COLLECTION 

 Please consider signing up to 
give your donations to our 

parish online. It is very easy to 
do. You can donate either with 

a credit card or a check and choose how much 
you would like to give and how often: weekly, 

monthly, semimonthly, quarterly, semi-annually 
or annually. You can go directly to the website at 
https:// stjoepittsfield.weshareonline.org to sign 

up. We thank you for your generosity. 

BE READY FOR GOD TO “STOP BY” 
In my experience, most people can be divided into two groups: those who are old enough to remember 
when you kept food on hand for company, and those who aren’t. For those of you in the latter group, 

let me explain. Before text messaging and social media made us all unconditionally, mercilessly 
reachable, people would do this thing called “stopping by.” They would be passing by a friend’s house, 

maybe on the way home from work or shopping, and they would just … stop. With no warning. No 
notice whatsoever. “I was just in the neighborhood,” they would say. I remember my mother and I 

would do this on many a Saturday. It wasn’t an everyday occurrence, but it was common enough that 
you had to be ready. “Crazy,” you might exclaim. “People just appeared on your doorstep? How did you 

cope with the uncertainty?” Well, most of us had moms who kept a little something on hand to eat or 
drink that was extra nice, just in case anyone stopped by. That way, we were always ready. Today’s 

readings are about a lot of things: prayer, hope, redemptive suffering. They’re about what it means to 
be a Christian, and not just what it means to do Christian things. Most of all, though, they’re about 

readiness. If God showed up at your door, would you be ready for Him? Would you be ready for what 
He gives you, or what He takes away? Would you be ready for Him to interrupt the plans you have for 
yourself? To disrupt the idea you carry in your mind of what a servant or a steward is supposed to be? 

Read your Bible. Say your rosary. Go to Mass. Get to Confession. Talk to God — every day, not just 
when you think you need Him. That way, you are always ready.— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

http://www.yearoftheeucharist.net/


READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF  JULY 
17TH 

Sunday: Gn 18:1-10a/Ps 15:2-3, 3-4, 5 [1a]/Col 
1:24-28/Lk 10:38-42 

Monday: Mi 6:1-4, 6-8/Ps 50:5-6, 8-9, 16bc-17, 21 
and 23/Mt 12:38-42 

Tuesday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Ps 85:2-4, 5-6, 7-8//
Mt 12:46-50 

Wednesday: Jer 1:1, 4-10/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5-6ab, 
15 and 17/Mt 13:1-9 

Thursday: Jer 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13/Ps 36:6-7ab, 8-9, 
10-11/Mt 13:10-17 

Friday: Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-
6, 8-9/Jn 20:1-2, 11-18 

Saturday: Jer 7:1-11/Ps 84:3, 4, 5-6a and 8a, 
11/Mt 13:24-30 

Saturday, July 16th 
Deceased Members of Mt. Carmel 
Parish 

   4:00 PM 

Sunday, July 17th 
Laurie Maffuccio 
Requested by Msgr. Mike & Staff 
 
Marilyn Wojieck 
Requested by Requested by Family  
__________________________ 

Sanctuary Candle 
Deceased Workers of the Polish Picnic 

   9:00 AM 

 
 

  11:30 AM 

Monday, July 18th 
For Peace in Ukraine 

  12:10 PM  

Tuesday, July 19th 
For the Parish 

  12:10 PM 

Wednesday, July 20th   
Ernest & Rita Devinez, Viola & Samuel 
Colbert 
Requested by Family  

  12:10 PM    

Thursday, July 21st 
For All Souls 

  12:10 PM 

Friday, July 22nd 
Maureen Flanagan 
Requested by the Basset Family  

  12:10 PM 

Saturday, July 23rd 
The Reynolds Family 
Requested by Al & Ann Menard 

   4:00 PM 

JULY 17, 2022 
16TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
“Our families need to ask for the gift of the Spirit! 
Through prayer, even in the busiest times, we give 

time back to God, we find the peace that comes 
from appreciating the important things, and we 

encounter the joy of God’s unexpected gifts. 
Through daily prayer may our homes become, like 
the house of Martha and Mary, places where Jesus 

always finds a warm welcome (Pope Francis).” 
While it is necessary to attend to the details of 

hospitality, learning how to be present to people, 
experiences, and God is sometimes more 

important. Creating homes that are welcoming 
environments requires not only organization and 

structure but members who truly enjoy being 
there and celebrating life with one another. 
Details can often get the best of us. While 

attending to details is important to success, our 
obsession with them can be problematic. Whether 

wanting to make a good impression, fear of 
failure, insecurity, or emotional immaturity, 

throwing ourselves into the “details” of hospitality 
can distract us from being present to those we 

want to serve. Conversely, focusing exclusively on 
being present without any attention to detail also 

sets our attempts at hospitality up for disaster! We 
need a balance of both. But creating a truly 
welcoming space in our homes and within 

ourselves requires still more. We have to be empty 
of ourselves. Becoming a welcoming, hospitable 

person is not possible in someone focused on their 
own needs and desires. If the one we serve is the 

one who looks back at us in the mirror, then there 
is no space for anyone else. While Martha and 

Mary had different ideas of what it means to serve, 
they both had the inner space and freedom to do 

so. They were detached from themselves. 
Detachment becomes the challenge to hospitality 
and creating a God-centered, open-hearted space 
in our lives. When we impulsively act out of our 
personal agendas, violence, abuse, pride, greed, 

lust, power, control, passion, and self-
aggrandizement encroach upon the space needed 
to be present to another human being. Not only 
can others not find a home in us, but even God 

cannot find a home in us! 


