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July 24,  2022 

WEEKLY COLLECTION 

 Please consider signing up to 
give your donations to our 

parish online. It is very easy to 
do. You can donate either with 

a credit card or a check and choose how much 
you would like to give and how often: weekly, 

monthly, semimonthly, quarterly, semi-annually 
or annually. You can go directly to the website at 
https:// stjoepittsfield.weshareonline.org to sign 

up. We thank you for your generosity. 

SARATOGA BUS 
TRIP  

Thursday, August 
18th.  You can choose 
either the Casino or 

the Race 
Track.  Masks are required on the bus.  The 

bus will leave St. Joseph parking lot at 
9:30AM and will leave Saratoga to return after 

the last race.  The cost for the trip is $40. 
(includes the tip for the driver).  For a 

reservation call the Rectory at 413-445-5789.  

SUMMER BIBLE CAMP 
Registration for Summer Bible 

Camp has begun! 
Any child in the community is 
welcome. Camp will be 4 days, 
starting Tuesday, August 23rd 
to Friday, August 26th. It will 

go from 10am to 3pm. Lunch will be 
provided, or you can bring your own lunch. 

There will be daily activities including music, 
singing and dancing, arts and crafts, sports/

gym exercising, and much, much more! 
Children of all ages are welcome K-8. High 

school students are encouraged to join us as 
a counselor. We are also looking for adults 
who would like to share their talents in any 

way. You can stop by the office to get a 
registration form or email Sean or Michelle 

to request a form. Pricing will be $15 a day or 
$50 for the full 4 days. Financial assistance is 

possible on request. If there are any 
questions or to volunteer, please reach out to 
Michelle or Sean. Registrations for camper or 
counselor due by Monday, August 8th.  Sean: 
413-442-7470 SeanPStCharles@gmail.com,  

Michelle: 413-464-2194, 
Ccdstcharles@gmail.com 

The Mass book has many openings for 
intentions.  Please call the rectory if you 
wish to reserve a Mass intention.  The 

usual donation is $10 per Mass. 

WHEN I CALLED, YOU ANSWERED 
Some of us have that friend about whom we are 
constantly discovering new things. Maybe we’ve 
known this person for ten or even twenty years, 

and one day at lunch we’ll find out they’re a 
direct descendant of a dead president or they 

once met a major celebrity. “You never asked,” 
they’ll say with a shrug.  As annoying as this can 
be, it makes perfect sense, doesn’t it? We never 

asked. There is something strangely sacred about 
the act of asking for something. It requires 

humility. It requires grace. It requires us to be 
awake, to be aware, to be vulnerable.  

Too often we fall into a pattern of entitlement, 
even when it comes to information. We go 
through life thinking that a great cosmic 

conveyor belt of what we want is going to roll on 
past us, and we’ll barely even have to extend our 

arms. We read our Bible and we hear all these 
amazing promises from the Father who loves us, 
and we get sort of complacent. He’s got this, we 
think, and we shut our eyes to take a snooze on 
the road trip of life, confident that someone else 

is going to look out for stop signs and wrong 
turns. It’s true: God’s got this. He is going to take 
care of us. But He wants us to be in relationship 
with Him. He wants us to be an active, receptive 
participant in our own alvation. See his patience 

with Abraham’s entreaties on behalf of the 
righteous of Sodom: He wants to answer, not 

simply to tell. He wants us to stay awake for the 
drive. — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

Thank You to 
those who 

cooked those 
many weeks, 

and to all those 
who bought the Polish food which made our 

drive-thru Polish picnic a success! 



EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Sat. 4:00 p.m. Sun. 9:00 a.m. Sun. 11:30 a.m. 

Robin O'Brien  Sharon Vincent Mike McMahon 

Mary Sukiennik  Bernadette Scapin  Ron Pelletier 

Sr. Jean Bostley  Carolyn Rousseau  Robert Bouquet 

LECTORS 

Barbara Dalo  Gerry Dahrouge Jeff Gerard  

  July 24, 2022 – 
Seventeenth 

Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 

 
YEAR OF THE EUCHARIST 

“It is I who am the bread of life; he who comes 
to me will never be hungry, he who has faith in 

me will never know thirst.” – St. John 6:35 
(Knox Translation)  

For more information and videos check out 
www.yearoftheeucharist.net 

July 24 ~ From today's Gospel, Luke 
11: "... seek and you will find, 

knock and the door will be 
opened to you..." The gift of life 
has been given to us but we need to 

open the door and seek how to live and share it. 

Daily Faith 
 

Question:  What can I do to help our family practice our faith each day? 
Answer: Some families practice their religion together as just another event on their schedule: go to 

church, observe Lent, help at the parish picnic, go to a meeting, volunteer time, make your 
confession, use your envelope... But the focus needs to be on who we are—God’s people, in 

relationship with him, loved, forgiven, and redeemed, and called to live and proclaim the Gospel. 
Our awareness of God’s presence and our sense of mission are supported by the daily rituals, 

celebrations, and traditions that help us stay focused. Sharing our faith strengthens us and clarifies 
the beliefs and values of Christian living.  Daily family practices include time for prayer—before 
meals, before bed, before important meetings and activities. Attend Sunday Mass together and 

discuss the homily afterward. Create family celebrations for holy days and holidays. Make religion a 
regular part of your discussions. Include others, especially the elderly and the less fortunate, in your 

activities and charitable efforts. By applying the virtues of faith, hope, and love to each day, faith 
becomes part of who your family is. It influences how you act towards others, what you value, and 

how mindful of God you are. Faith is the leaven of life that helps all of us rise to our calling and 
dignity as God’s people. 

http://www.yearoftheeucharist.net/


READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JULY 
24TH 

Sunday: Gn 18:20-32/Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6-7, 7-8 
[3a]/Col 2:12-14/Lk 11:1-13 

Monday: 2 Cor 4:7-15/Ps 126:1bc-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 
6/Mt 20:20-28 

Tuesday: Jer 14:17-22/Ps 79:8, 9, 11 and 13/Mt 
13:36-43 

Wednesday: Jer 15:10, 16-21/Ps 59:2-3, 4, 10-11, 
17-18/Mt 13:44-46 

Thursday: Jer 18:1-6/Ps 146:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6ab/Mt 
13:47-53 

Friday: Jer 26:1-9/Ps 69:5, 8-10, 14/Jn 11:19-27 
or Lk 10:38-42 

Saturday: Jer 26:11-16, 24/Ps 69:15-16, 30-31, 33-
34/Mt 14:1-12 

Saturday, July 23rd 
The Reynolds Family 
Requested by Al & Ann Menard 

   4:00 PM 

Sunday, July 24th 
St. Anne Ladies 
 
For Peace in Ukraine 
_______________________ 

Sanctuary Candle 
Lena & Harry Traversa  

Requested by Daughter and Family 

   9:00 AM 
 

  11:30 AM 

Monday, July 25th 
Healing mass for Gloria Valdez 
Requested by Family  

  12:10 PM  

Tuesday, July 26th 
For the Parish 

  12:10 PM 

Wednesday, July 27th 
Nancy Lynn Bullett Mallory -1st 
anniversary 
Requested by Margaret Bullett 

  12:10 PM    

Thursday, July 28th 
For All Souls 

  12:10 PM 

Friday, July 29th 
Bob Miner 
Requested by Wife Mary & Family  

  12:10 PM 

Saturday, July 30th  
Joseph G .Maciora  
Requested by Family  

   4:00 PM 

JULY 24, 2022 
17TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
Meister Eckhart asks, “Who is the man whose 
prayers God always hears?” He answers, “God 

hears the man who appeals to God as God. When, 
however, man appeals to God, hoping for some 

worldly good, he is not appealing to God at all, but 
to what he is asking of God. He is trying to make 

God his servant. On this point, St. Augustine says: 
‘You pray to what you love, for true whole prayer 

is nothing but love!’ Thus, we pray to what we 
love, and no one rightly prays to God but he who 
prays for God and has nothing on his mind but 
God.” We struggle with what we want God to do 
and how we want our prayer validated. Meister 
Eckhart is correct. We often want God to be our 
servant. We further struggle with trusting that 

God knows what we need and that His will is best. 
God’s will is not some predetermined outcome of 
events that we must simply suggest. “Thy will be 
done” is not an invocation beckoning us to accept 
a particular state of affairs passively. Rather, it is 
the humble and confident placement of ourselves 
in the presence of the God we seek, whom we call 
“Father.” We must remember that God is the God 
of life and light. It is from nothing that God brings 
something and from the darkness that God brings 
life. Prayer allows us to seek the One we love with 

the assurance that all will be well regardless of 
what course the events of our lives take. God is not 
about passive submission but the humble trust of 

love. That’s what makes the Lord’s Prayer the 
perfect prayer. It provides us with proper 

disposition and focus, putting in line all of the 
essential relationships of our lives. It celebrates 
and fosters the ever-deepening relationship of 

trust we have with our Creator. It also calls us to 
keep open the doors of love between our brothers 

and sisters with the power that comes with 
forgiveness. If in one’s darkest hour they can find 
the resolve to fervently pray this perfect prayer of 
Jesus’ conviction, then there is no doubt that God 

will hear their plea, reach out in love, and bring 
them ever closer to His heart. What more does one 

need to weather the storms of life besides faith, 
hope, and love? These are God’s most perfect gifts 

and all we really need. 


