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 Msgr. Mike is planning 
a monthly Holy Hour, 

taking place on the Last 
Sunday of each month. 
The first one will take 
place on September 

25th following the 9 a.m. Mass and will consist 
of Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and 

recitation of the rosary. Members of the Knights 
of Columbus will lead the rosary. Please make 
every effort to attend as we will be praying for 

an increase in vocations to the Priesthood, 
Religious Life, as well as Peace in the World. 

CCD NEWS Families should 
have received a letter in the mail 

with a registration form and 
calendar for CCD school year 

2022-2023.   Registration for all 
classes will take place 

on September 11th in the 
Parish Center from 10:00-

11:00 a.m.  If you did not 
receive a letter, or need another form, you will be 

able to register and get a form at that time. 

RCIA 
 The Rite of Christian 

Initiation of Adults is a 
gradual process that takes 

place within the community 
of the faithful and is the way of welcoming adults 

into the Catholic Church. Our spiritual journey 
will begin this year on Wed., Oct. 12th at 

6:30 PM in the north chapel.  If you are 
interested in joining or know of someone who 

might be, please call St. Joseph's Rectory at 413-
445-5789 or speak to either Monsignor Mike or 

Fr. Michael after mass. 

 
YEAR OF THE 
EUCHARIST  

“It is not to remain in 
a golden ciborium that He comes down each 

day from Heaven, but to find another Heaven, 
the Heaven of our soul in which He takes 
delight.” St. Therese of Lisieux. For more 

information and videos check out the website: 
www.yearoftheeucharist.net 

CLOW PROGRAM 
We are ready to begin 

inviting our Parish 
Children to join us each 

Sunday at the 9 am Mass 
for the Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW). 
This program will be offered during the weeks 
when CCD is in session, and it is meant for our 

youngsters who are in K through 5 th grade. 
They have the opportunity to hear the Word of 
God in appropriate understandable language, 

and to respond in discussion of what they heard 
with the teachers. There is prayer and singing 

during this short period of very meaningful 
Mass time. Do encourage your child to 

Participate in this Children’s Liturgy of the 
Word (CLOW) program. The first session of 
CLOW will start at the 9:00 mass Sept. 25th.  

Hope to see you all there. 

MEALS ON WHEELS  
We are in need of volunteers 
to bake every other month or 
so.  If this is a ministry that 

might interest you, please call 
Terry Costello at 413-822-8215. 

Remember the hours 
after Sept. 11th when we 
came together as one! It 

was the worst day we 
have ever seen, but it 

brought out the best in 
all of us. We as a parish 

have come together 
every year on 9/11 from 
all walks of life to show 

our unity and remind us 
what we stand for. Our 

love for freedom and one another has given us a 
strength that surprised even ourselves. 

During the 9 o’clock Mass this Sunday, we 
will remember our mother, Mary, on the 

Feast of Her Nativity. From the cross, Jesus 
gave her over to John as his mother, and 

from that to the mother of the church and 
our Blessed Mother. Like her Son, she 
always hears our prayers, and is our 

intercessor to Jesus. The Feast of her 
Nativity was Thursday and we remember her 

gracious love today. Following the Mass 
come and enjoy friendship together, with 
cookies and lemonade out in front of the 

church. 

http://www.yearoftheeucharist.net


BECOME A HOSPICE 
VOLUNTEER 

Hospice of Western & 
Central Massachusetts is 

looking for caring 
individuals to volunteer 

with our patients in 
Berkshire County. Volunteers are invaluable 
to our team and are provided with training 
and ongoing support. We are especially in 
need of Eucharistic Ministers to offer Holy 

Communion to our patients and their families 
who are practicing Catholics.  Call to learn 

more about how you can make a difference in 
someone else’s life, as well as your own! Call 

or email Peggy Zamierowski at 413-442-0045  
or email: 

mzamierowski@hospiceofwesternma.com 

MARRIAGE HELP AVAILABLE  
Local program starting Sept. 16th. 

If your marriage has become distant, troubled, 
unloving or uncaring; even if you are divorced 

or separated but want to try again, the 
Retrouvaille program can help. Retrouvaille 

provides tools to communicate better, resolve 
conflicts fairly, and rediscover why you fell in 

love. The next local weekend is September 16 to 
18th. For information, call confidentially 

800-470-2230, email 
 helds4marriage@gmail.com or go to our 

website www.helpourmarriage.org for 
information & registration. 

MARIAN FEASTS 
Question: Why does Mary have so many feast 

days and names? 
Answer:  Christians first began celebrating feast 
days in honor of Mary, the Mother of Jesus, in 
the fifth century. That celebration (originally 

called the Feast of the Dormition and now known 
by Roman Catholics as the Solemnity of the 

Assumption) was celebrated on August 15. Very 
soon, however, other special days dedicated to 
Mary began to appear in Jerusalem, Rome, and 
other major cities of the Christian world. These 
days of feasting became important parts of the 
life of the community. But, more importantly, 
each of these unique celebrations became an 

opportunity to focus on a different facet of the 
Christian faith, as believers focused their 

attention on specific events or mysteries of the 
lives of Mary and her Son.  Over the centuries, 
some of these celebrations became universal 
(such as the Assumption on August 15, the 

Immaculate Conception on December 8, and the 
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God on January 1). 

Other celebrations were more closely tied to 
certain religious orders (such as the Carmelites 
celebration of “Our Lady of Mount Carmel” on 
July 16 or the Servite Friars feast of the “Seven 

Sorrows of Mary,” which is now celebrated as the 
Memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows on September 
15).  In more recent times, Marian apparitions 

(like Guadalupe, Lourdes, and Fatima) have 
inspired special liturgical celebrations. Pope 

Francis has added two new celebrations of Mary 
to the Church’s calendar: The Memorial of Mary, 

Mother of the Church (on the Monday after 
Pentecost) and the Commemoration of Our Lady 
of Loreto (on December 10). The various titles of 

Mary (like those we find in the Litany of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary) help us to reflect on 

different aspects of Mary’s faith and the ways 
that the Holy Spirit is at work in her and through 
her, especially as the Mother of Jesus. In the end, 
whatever the event or mystery being celebrated 
in a particular liturgy or the title of Mary being 

used, we are invited to always see Mary in 
connection with the saving work of her Son. She 
is, of course, a patroness and protector for every 
Christian, but she is also a model of discipleship 
and contemplation: “Having entered deeply into 
the history of salvation, Mary, in a way, unites in 

her person and re-echoes the most important 
doctrines of the faith: and when she is the subject 

of preaching and worship she prompts the 
faithful to come to her Son, to his sacrifice and to 

the love of the Father” 

tel:(800)%20470-2230
mailto:helds4marriage@gmail.com
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF  Sept 11th 
Sunday: Ex 32:7-11, 13-14/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 17, 

19/1 Tm 1:12-17/Lk 15:1-32 or 15:1-10 
Monday: 1 Cor 11:17-26, 33/Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 

17/Lk 7:1-10 
Tuesday: 1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 

5/Lk 7:11-17 
Wednesday: Nm 21:4b-9/Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-

37, 38/Phil 2:6-11/Jn 3:13-17 
Thursday: 1 Cor 15:1-11/Ps 118:1b-2, 16ab-17, 28/

Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35 
Friday: 1 Cor 15:12-20/Ps 17:1bcd, 6-7, 8b and 15/

Lk 8:1-3 
Saturday: 1 Cor 15:35-37, 42-49/Ps 56:10c-12, 

13-14/Lk 8:4-15 

Saturday, September 10th 
Marianne Mellnick-8th Anniversary 
Requested by Barb & Mario 

   4:00 PM 

Sunday, September 11th  
Jack Zelinsky-Birthday Remembrance 
Requested by Mom & Family  
 
Barbara & Bob Conway 
Requested by Family  

   9:00 AM 

 

  11:30 AM 

Monday, September 12th 
Healing Mass for Brian Miner 
Requested by Jodi 

  12:10 PM  

Tuesday, September 13th 
Peter Nguyen Van Dinh-2nd 
Anniversary 
Requested by Family  

  12:10 PM 

Wednesday, September 14th 
For the Parish 

  12:10 PM    

Thursday, September 15th 
Elizabeth Shershanovich 
Requested by Family  

  12:10 PM 

Friday, September 16th 
Rob Esposito-Birthday Remembrance 
Requested by Family  

  12:10 PM 

Saturday, September 17th 
Amelia & Walter Marketonis 
Requested by June 

   4:00 PM 

SEPTEMBER 11, 2022 
24TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
Since God created human beings, we have 

struggled to keep our focus on God. We wrestle 
with the question of “who is God” and foolishly 

believe some of God’s job description can be better 
completed by us. We wander in different 

directions, lose our way, think that happiness can 
be found elsewhere and even construct golden 

calves to worship. Are we simply too independent 
or just blatantly stubborn? It’s a good question to 
ask. Even with all of our silliness and distractions, 
God compassionately and patiently waits. He lets 

us assert our wills and knows that perhaps one 
day we will actually wake up and realize how lost 

we are. “Since happiness is nothing other than the 
enjoyment of the highest good and since the 

highest good is above, no one can be made happy 
unless he rises above himself, not by an ascent of 

the body but of the heart. But we cannot rise 
above ourselves unless a higher power lifts us up 

… Divine aid is available to those who seek it from 
their hearts, humbly and devoutly; and this means 
to sigh for it in this valley of tears, through fervent 

prayer (St. Bonaveture).” One of the biggest 
human struggles is discerning what, exactly, is the 

highest good. We are ordered to achieve it but if 
we pursue it with clouded vision, we will never 

truly find it. One of the greatest obstacles to God’s 
power and love is a stubborn, closed heart of 

stone. When we are fiercely determined to set our 
sights elsewhere for happiness or simply ride the 
popular currents of the day, we will never satisfy 
the deep ache and longing within. We know that 

ache well. It is precisely why we scurry all over the 
place, attempting to find the next best thing to 

take away its pain. Nothing in the created world 
ever can or will. We continue our journey. One 

day, people may wake up and realize that they are 
grazing in the wrong pasture and putting 

themselves in harm’s way. When this awakening 
occurs, it will be a most joyous day as we will see 

God’s wide-open arms waiting to receive us. “Lead 
me, Lord, in your path, and I will enter in your 
truth. Let my heart rejoice that it may fear your 

name (St. Bonaventure).” 


