
 

 

St. Joseph’s ~Mother Church of the Berkshires                                

MASSES~ Sat.4:00 PM 
Sunday~9:00 & 11:30 AM 

Daily Mass~12:10 PM 
 

RECTORY~ Mon-Wed 10 to 3 
413-445-5789 

RCIA~Wed. 6:30 PM 
Holy Hour ~Mon.-Fri. 11:00  

Rosary ~Mon - Fri. 11:30  
Prayer Line 413-822-4084 

Established 1849 



    November 27, 2022 

Please remember our parish in your estate 
planning.  Every time a parishioner goes to the 

Lord, not only do we lose a parishioner but their 
tithe also.  Since Covid-19 some members have 
not yet returned to church.  This is beginning to 

financially hurt us. 
November 27th-NO 
CLASS-Thanksgiving 

Weekend. 

December 4th-
Classes for grades K 

through grade 6 from 
10:00 to 11:00 a.m.  Classes for grades 7 through 

10 from 5:00-7:00 p.m. 

December 11th-Classes for grades K through 
grade 6 from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m.    

CHRISTMAS WITH MARY 
VERDI 

At Sacred Heart Church on Sun., 
Dec. 4th at 1 p.m. Join us for an 
hour of Joyful Christmas Music 

Band: Ben Kohn, Eileen Markland, 
Charlie Tokarz, George Skidd, Alan Pugielli 

Free to All! Bring the family. 

Advent Vespers will 
begin on Sunday 

evening November 
27, 2022 at 6 pm in 

the Chapel. 
Everyone is welcome 
to come and spend 

time in evening prayer with our Lord. 
Following Vespers, a video and discussion 
period will take place in the North chapel 

while enjoying coffee and dessert. Come and 
prepare yourself spiritually for Christmas. 

SETON FAMILY ADVENT RETREAT 
 “Awakening to the Divine Light” presented by 
Chaplain Dennis McCann Thursday, December 
1st - 9am to 3pm at St. Joseph’s Parish Center 

     Registration fee: $15.00 by 11/15. After 11/15 
$20.00. Continental breakfast and lunch 

included. To register call or email: 
Chris Stodden (413)443-2910 

email: chris.stodden47@gmail.com  
 All are Welcome! 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
ANNUAL TOY DRIVE 

The Knights of Columbus will 
be holding their annual Toys 

for Tots drive on December 11. 
All donated toys will be 

distributed through the Berkshire County 
Sheriff’s Department to needy children in 

Berkshire County. We will be collecting the toys 
at St. Joseph Parish Center between the hours of 

1 p.m. and 3 p.m. Please do not wrap the toys. 
Thank you for your kindness in this drive. 

SACRED HEART 
CHRISTMAS 

BAZAAR 
Saturday, Dec. 3rd 9 

a.m. to 2 p.m.  Held in 
the Parish Hall and Parish Center,  196 Elm St., 
Pittsfield, MA. Variety of vendors, craft groups, 

holiday thrift shop, parish back table, 50/50 
raffle, scratch ticket wreath, snack bar and 

more! 

THE EUCHARIST CONGRESS IS 
COMING TO SPRINGFIELD 

MARCH 4TH 
This day is for you! Young or old, 
single or with the whole family, 

involved in your parish or on the 
edges, you are invited to come learn 

more about the Eucharist and deepen your love 
for the gift of Christ’s Body, Blood, Soul, and 

Divinity. Reawaken your heart to what is 
essentially beautiful, good, and true about our 
faith, and center your life around Christ in the 

Eucharist. Come experience amazing speakers, a 
display of Eucharistic miracles, fellow Catholics 

from around the diocese, a full convention center 
of all things Catholic with Catholic ministries and 

materials, as well as Eucharistic Adoration and 
Mass with Bishop Byrne. Pick up a brochure in 
the church or go to catholiclifeconference.org 

to register. Discounted tickets $40 until 
December 1st. 

Many thanks to all 
who helped to reach 
our goal for gravy for 

the Thanksgiving 
Angels.  To date we have collected $2,606.  If we 

receive more donations we will use them at 
Christmas. 
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  Holy Hour will take 

place on the last Sunday 
of each month following 
the 9 a.m. mass.  It will 
consist of Exposition of 
the Blessed Sacrament 

and recitation of the rosary.  Please make every 
effort to attend as we will be praying for an 

increase in vocations to the Priesthood, 
Religious Life, as well as Peace in the World. 

Please consider signing up to 
give your donations to our 

parish online.  It is very easy 
to do.  You can donate either with a credit card or 

a check and chose how much you would like to 
give and how often: weekly, monthly, semi-

monthly, quarterly, semi-annually or annually.  
You can go directly to the website at https://

stjoepittsfield.weshareonline.org to sign up.  We 
thank you for your generosity. 

SPECIAL NOTICE TO MEMBERS OF ST. 
ANNE SOCIETY 

In this season of gratitude and charity we are 
pleased to announce that we will sponsor BCAC 
in their ongoing need for warm clothing for our 

children. BCAC has created a Children’s Boutique 
where boys and girls can “shop” for items that 
appeal to them and will protect them from the 

winter’s chill. Our part is to provide warm 
clothing for them. This is what is needed: coats, 

hats, mittens, gloves, boots, sweatshirts and 
pants, sweaters, and pajamas. Sizes vary from 16 
months to adults small or medium, mostly 7 to 
14, but all sizes welcome. While you are doing 

your Christmas shopping please consider buying 
something on our list. We will gather them up at 

our Tea on December 3rd and deliver them to 
BCAC located on East St. near the Merrill Road 

bridge. Thank you for helping BCAC. “KEEP 
OUR KIDS BERKSHIRE WARM!” 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Sat. 4:00 p.m. Sun. 9:00 a.m. Sun. 11:30 a.m. 

Rob Brodeur  Judy Sayers  Ron Pelletier  

Maria Brodeur  Ron Sayers  Mike McClusky  

Michael Collins  Bernadette Scapin  Sharon McClusky  

LECTORS 

Barbara Dalo  Rebecca Cao  Glenna Gerard  

The next March for Life in Washington 
DC is planned for Friday, January 20th, 

to stand up for the right to life of 
unborn children and celebrate the 

overturning of Roe v. Wade.  The North 
Adams Chapter of Mass Citizens for Life 
has been sponsoring a bus to the March 

for many years. We need to know NOW how 
much interest there is for us to sponsor a bus this 
year. Even if you cannot definitely commit yet, If 
you are interested in going to the March for Life, 
call Robin at 743-1329 ASAP. If there is enough 

interest, we will go forward with a bus. 

Being Surprised by Christ 
Some people hate surprise parties. There are those 

who are uncomfortable with a last-minute 
vacation or even an unexpected travel upgrade. If 

it wasn’t part of the plan, it’s a cause for 
consternation.  There is a temptation to view these 

folks as curmudgeonly — sticks in the mud, 
obsessed with predictability. But I think if we’re 
being honest, there’s a little bit of the surprise-
averse in all of us. Deep within the very heart of 
the element of surprise is a kernel of shock. And 

shock, in the moment, can feel similar to trauma. 
If we reflect on the most traumatic occurrences of 
our lives — a loss, an accident, a calamity — it is 

likely that we will say this: “It was the shock more 
than anything that got to me.” Grief or fear, those 
feelings were overwhelming as well, but they came 

later. In the first moment, all we knew was we 
were going about our lives on one path until we 

were thrust on a different one and then the whole 
future changed. This is the natural rhythm of our 
life here on earth. We never know what is coming 

— which is to say, in a beautiful way, we always 
know what is coming. More importantly, we know 

Who is coming. Like the early riser who sets the 
“pre-alarm” (the one on which he knows he’s 

going to hit snooze just to take the edge off the 
disappointment of waking up), we are always 
being given a heads-up in Scripture. From the 

earliest prophecies of the Messiah to Jesus’ 
reminders in the Gospel to the very last words of 

Revelations, God has communicated to His 
stewards: You know the time. The time is now. We 
are called to constant vigilance, perpetual renewal, 
steadfast accountability. In the end, the coming of 
Christ may be the only event in history that was a 
surprise, but not a shock — and so it will only be 

beautiful, even for those who hate surprise parties. 



 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF   NOV 27th 
Sunday: Is 2:1-5/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9/Rom 

13:11-14/Mt 24:37-44 
Monday: Is 4:2-6/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9/Mt 

8:5-11 
Tuesday: Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17/Lk 10:21-

24 
Wednesday: Rom 10:9-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11/Mt 4:18-

22 
Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a/

Mt 7:21, 24-27 
Friday: Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14/Mt 9:27-31 

Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Mt 
9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8 

Saturday, November 26th 
Maisie & Leo Suco & Juliann 
Requested by Mary 

   4:00 PM 

Sunday, November 27th 
Mary Maciora & Family Members-5th 
Anniversary 
Requested by Family  
 

Deceased Members of Knight of 
Columbus 

   9:00 AM 

 
  11:30 AM 

Monday, November 28th 
Jose Paralta-30th Anniversary 
Requested by Daughter 

  12:10 PM  

Tuesday, November 29th 
Mary Giannone 
Requested by Nancy & Joe Woitkoski 

  12:10 PM 

Wednesday, November 30th 
For the Parish 

  12:10 PM    

Thursday, December 1st 
Meagan Marrero Laino 
Requested by Liz Irwin 

  12:10 PM 

Friday, December 2nd 
All Souls of the Parish 

  12:10 PM 

Saturday, December 3rd 
Living & Deceased Members of St. 
Anne Society 

   4:00 PM 

Sunday, December 4th 
Joseph Gifty Ampah-Behanzin 
Requested by Pierre 
 
Carmen Giannopolo 
Requested by Family  

   9:00 AM 

 
  11:30 AM 

NOVEMBER 27, 2022 
1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 
We can embrace and relish each moment of our 
lives as a sacred sacrament or nonchalantly and 
robotically attend to what life presents. We have 

our feet in two worlds. One is holy and sacred, and 
the other is profane and secular. Which one has 
the greater claim on us? To what do we devote 

most of our energy? We can easily be consumed 
with the particular demands and essentials of 

daily life: family, work, obligations, and the like, 
that we don’t really notice anything more than 
what is right before us. We become masters at 
“doing” and neglect our need to “savor.” Jesus 

reminds his friends that “as it was in the days of 
Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of 
Man. In those days before the flood, they were 

eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark. 
They did not know until the flood came and 

carried them all away.” 
 

While certain things require our daily attention, 
we cannot become so consumed with them that we 
fail to see the larger picture of what is coming. For 
the Christian, Advent is the time to pause, reflect, 
and savor. It is a time to see life as a sacrament of 
the moment and not just an investment in secular 
interests, pleasures, and personal obligations. It is 
easy to get distracted, lazy, preoccupied, and tired. 

Apathy can quickly wreak havoc on the most 
dedicated of souls. Whatever we can do this 

Advent season to be more attentive, focused, alert, 
and watchful will serve us well. It will make us 

eager and well-prepared to meet our Lord when 
he comes. It is for certain that he will come. 

 
Who made me? What is my purpose? What will 

happen to me when I die? These are pivotal 
questions that, in life’s busyness, we hardly find 
time to ask and answer. They define who we are, 
and the answers we provide serve as guideposts 

and anchors in the seas of our lives. Advent is the 
perfect time to make friends with our souls. It is a 
time to perk ourselves up, open our eyes, ears, and 

hearts and seek God’s presence in the simple 
moments of our lives. God is with us. Ask God to 
grant you a deeper appreciation for His presence 

and the gift of attentiveness. 


