
 St. Joseph’s ~Mother Church of the Berkshires                                
Established 1849 

MASSES~ Sat.4:00 PM 
Sunday~9:00 & 11:30 AM 

Daily Mass~12:10 PM 
 

RECTORY~ Mon-Wed 10 to 3 
413-445-5789 

RCIA~Wed. 6:30 PM 
Holy Hour ~Mon.-Fri. 11:00  

Rosary ~Mon - Fri. 11:30  
Prayer Line 413-822-4084 



     December4, 2022 

December 4th-Classes 
for grades K through 
grade 6 from 10:00 to 
11:00 a.m.  Classes for 

grades 7 through 10 from 
5:00-7:00 p.m. 

December 11th-Classes for grades K through 
grade 6 from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m.  

December 18th-   Classes for grades K through 
grade 6 from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m.  Classes for 

grades 7 through 10 from 5:00-7:00 p.m. 

Advent Vespers, Benediction Sunday 
evenings at 6 p.m. followed by 

presentation of The Chosen and 
discussion. Everyone is welcome. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
ANNUAL TOY DRIVE 

The Knights of Columbus will 
be holding their annual Toys 
for Tots drive on December 

11th. All donated toys will be 
distributed through the Berkshire County 
Sheriff’s Department to needy children in 

Berkshire County. We will be collecting the toys 
at St. Joseph Parish Center between the hours of 

1 p.m. and 3 p.m. Please do not wrap the toys. 
Thank you for your kindness in this drive. 

THE EUCHARIST CONGRESS IS 
COMING TO SPRINGFIELD 

MARCH 4TH 
You are invited to come learn more 

about the Eucharist and deepen your 
love for the gift of Christ’s Body, Blood, 

Soul, and Divinity. Reawaken your heart to what 
is essentially beautiful, good, and true about our 
faith, and center your life around Christ in the 

Eucharist. Come experience amazing speakers, a 
display of Eucharistic miracles, fellow Catholics 

from around the diocese, a full convention center 
of all things Catholic with Catholic ministries and 

materials, as well as Eucharistic Adoration and 
Mass with Bishop Byrne. Pick up a brochure in 
the church or go to catholiclifeconference.org 

to register.  

CONFESSION TIMES 
St. Joseph Church-Wednesday evenings from 

5:30 t0 6:30 
December 18th- St. Agnes, Dalton at 6:15 p.m. & 

St. Mary’s, Lee on at 3 p.m. 

Daily reflection book “Open to the Great Joy” by S. 
James Meyer can be found at the entrance doors.  

Daily meditation found online at Hallow.com/
pray 

HOLY DAY OF 
OBLIGATION 

Immaculate 
Conception 
Thursday, 

December 8th 
Mass at 12:10 
and 5:30 p.m. 

CHRISTMAS EVE ~ 4 p.m. and 12 
a.m. (midnight) 

CHRISTMAS DAY~10 a.m. 

 

Please consider signing up to give 
your donations to our parish 

online.  It is very easy to do.  You 
can donate either with a credit 
card or a check and chose how 

much you would like to give and 
how often: weekly, monthly, semi-

monthly, quarterly, semi-annually or annually.  
You can go directly to the website at https://

stjoepittsfield.weshareonline.org to sign up.  We 
thank you for your generosity. 



 
  Holy Hour will take 

place on the last Sunday 
of each month following 
the 9 a.m. mass.  It will 
consist of Exposition of 
the Blessed Sacrament 

and recitation of the rosary.  There will be 
no  holy hour in December as it falls 

on Christmas day. 

YEAR OF THE EUCHARIST 
December 4, 2022 Second Sunday of Advent: 

“We are called to holiness. It’s not just for priests and 
those in religious life. Each person must find quiet 

time to spend with Jesus in prayer. It is not a luxury; 
it is a necessity, like water or air. This time of 

intimacy feeds our day, which is in reality a mission 
flowing from that prayer…We are all called to be 

holy.” Bishop William Byrne.  Don’t forget to register 
for the Eucharistic Congress at the Mass Mutual 

Center, Saturday, March 4th - Website:  
catholiclifeconference.org 

LAND OF PEACE MISSION  
A nonprofit organization we will be visiting your 

parish on December 17th and 18th speaking 
about the Christians and the ongoing situation in 

the Holy Land.  We will be selling crucifixes, 
religious art work, and rosaries all made of olive 
wood which is native to Israel and Bethlehem. 
The goal of this mission is to help the poor and 

needy families in Bethlehem and Jerusalem and 
give you the opportunity to have something 

authentic from the holy land. Please visit our 
website: www.landofpeace.org 

LOURDES & FATIMA 
PILGRIMAGE 

September 17th—27, 2023  
11 Days ~$3,599/pp (airfare 
from boston and land incl)   
For information and reservation, 
Contact Msgr. Shershanovich at 
413-445-5789 x102 or Email: 
msgrmike@berkshire.rr.com. 

~~~~~~~~~ 
Itinerary: Day 1: Depart Boston for 
an overnight flight.  Day 2: Arrive 

in Lisbon where you will meet your 
tour manager and be given a short 

orientation tour of Lisbon before the drive to Fatima 
and if times permits, celebrate Mass at the Church of 
the famous Eucharistic Miracle at Santarem. Enjoy a 
day of leisure before our welcome dinner. Join the 

nightly International Rosary Procession.  Day 3: Full 
day devoted to visiting the Basilica & Shrine of Our 

Lady of Fatima. Join the English language Mass at the 
Chapel of Apparitions. After lunch visit the birthplaces 
of Francisco, Jacinta & Lucia, the Loca de Anjo and the 

Holy Way.  Join in the nightly International Rosary 
Procession.  Day 4: Depart Fatima, passing by the 
ancient capital of Coimbra where Lucia lived as a 

cloistered nun.   Continue northwards into Spain on to 
Santiago de Compostela, one of the most famous 
shrines in the western world.  Site of the ancient 

pilgrimage to the Shrine of St. James.  Tradition holds 
that the Apostle James was cast ashore here preaching 

here for 7 years and is responsible for the conversion of 
Spain before returning to the Holy Land. Enjoy a visit  

to the  Cathedral and the Old City here.  Day 5: Mass at 
the Cathedral of Santiago.  Head east to Santander 

along one of the many routes of St. James.  The 
wonderful scenery of mountains and sea awe us as the 

roads hug the northern Spanish seacoast. Day 6: 
Continue eastward along the Basque coast via San 

Sebastian and cross the border into France. Celebrate 
Mass at the Grotto in Lourdes with a morning 

orientation visit to the Shrine and a walking tour of 
Lourdes, visiting Boly Mill where St. Bernadette was 

born, the Cachot formerly used as a jail where she lived 
during the apparitions. Enjoy free time for devotions, 

Eucharistic Procession, Blessing of the Sick or the 
healing waters of the miraculous Lourdes spring. In the 

evening, join in the nightly torchlight Marian 
procession.  Day 8: Depart Lourdes and traverse the 
Pyrenees southward entering northern Spain. Travel 

eastward to Zaragoza, the Capital of Aragon. Tour the 
city founded by the Romans. Its luxuriant vegetation 

with its many cascades and grottos make it a miniature 
Switzerland in the middle of the arid Aragon. The 

number one Marian shrine of Spain, the Pilar Basilica 
commemorates the apparitions of Our Lady the Pillar to 

St. James in the year 40 AD. Day 9: Drive to 
Montserrat and celebrate mass at the monastery 

housing the Black Madonna. If possible, enjoy the 
midday music of the famous boys choir while here. 
Day 10: Drive to Barcelona to celebrate Mass at the 
Cathedral. Drive through the Gothic quarter. Enjoy a 

spectacular view from the top of Montjuic hill, visit the 
Church of the Holy Family, the still uncompleted 

masterpiece of Antoni Gaudi. Visit the UNESO World 
Heritage “Park Guell” one of Gaudi’s masterpieces of 
landscape architecture. Day 11: Transfer to the airport 

for our flight home with unforgettable memories to 
cherish. 

ST. CHARLES 
CHURCH CRAFT 

FAIR AND 
BAZAAR 

Saturday, December 
10th from 10 to 4. Lower level parish hall at 
89 Briggs Ave., Pittsfield.  Crafts, quilting, 
handmade goods, vendors, holiday décor.  

Cakes, cookies for sale.  Lunch will be 
available for sale: Soups, sandwiches, 

beverages. 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Sat. 4:00 p.m. Sun. 9:00 a.m. Sun. 11:30 a.m. 

Barbara Dalo  Jeff Vincent Jeff Gerard  

Pat Momnie  Sharon Vincent  Glenna Gerard  

Juliette Anwobor Nancy Woitkoski  Robert Bouquet 

LECTORS 

Juliette Anwobor Joe Ryan Heather King 

http://www.landofpeace.org/


 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF Dec. 4th 
Sunday: Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17/Rom 15:4-

9/Mt 3:1-12 
Monday: Is 35:1-10/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14/Lk 

5:17-26 
Tuesday: Is 40:1-11/Ps 96:1-2, 3 and 10ac, 11-12, 13/

Mt 18:12-14 
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10/Mt 

11:28-30 
Thursday: Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/Eph 

1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38 
Friday: Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Mt 11:16-19 

Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16, 
18-19/Mt 17:9a, 10-13 

Saturday, December 3rd 
Living & Deceased Members of St. 
Anne Society 

   4:00 PM 

Sunday, December 4th 
Joseph Gifty Ampah-Behanzin 
Requested by Pierre 
 

Carmen Giannopolo 
Requested by Family  

   9:00 AM 

 

  11:30 AM 

Monday,  December 5th  
Healing Mass for Gloria Valdez 

  12:10 PM  

Tuesday,  December 6th 
Gene Momnie 
Requested by Pat 

  12:10 PM 

Wednesday,  December 7th 
David Tierney, Jr.  
Requested by Rita & Jack Laviolette  

  12:10 PM    

Thursday, December 8th 
George Laviolette   
Requested by Barb & Bob Conway 
 

All Living Priests & Bishops of Diocese 

  12:10 PM 

 

    5:30 PM 

Friday,  December 9th  
Joseph Terek 
Requested by Family  

  12:10 PM 

Saturday,  December 10th 
Michael Monterosso-Birthday 
Remembrance 
Requested by Wife & Family  

   4:00 PM 

Sunday,  December 11th 
Mary Dickinson & John Budda 
Requested by Family  
 

Bill Gilmore-2nd Anniversary  
Requested by Family 
______________________ 

Sanctuary Candle 
Kelley O’Mara 

Requested by Kim & Brianna 

   9:00 AM 

 
  11:30 AM  

DECEMBER 4, 2022 
2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 
At sixty years of age, Maria and Paul had a 

beautiful life. High school sweethearts, they had 
four children, five grandchildren, a successful 
business, good friends and a fabulous beach 

house. They felt very blessed. Their strong faith in 
God saw them through some difficult challenges. 
Without warning, Paul died suddenly. Maria was 
devastated. Why did God do this? Why did God 
allow this to happen? An indescribable depth of 
sadness weighed heavily upon her heart. She felt 
betrayed by the God she thought was looking out 
for her. She was overwhelmed by despair. Have 

you ever experienced such incredible and 
deafening sadness? Where is God in all of the 

pain? 
 

We often want God to fix things or intervene and 
change nature’s course. When He doesn’t act as 
we desire, it shakes our faith. We do not always 
understand or appreciate why things happen as 

they do. There is much that is beyond our control. 
John the Baptist prepared the way for Jesus and 
Jesus is the way to God. There is something more 
going on in life than what we can see with human 
eyes. We are on a sacred path, and God is with us. 
God is with us in our confusion, suffering, doubts, 

and intense sadness. Jesus announced God’s 
vision for humanity and taught people to see God 
and themselves for who they are. There is a way 
through and beyond all hardship and suffering. 

God does not abandon us. 
 

God has a clear vision for the future, both for us 
individually and for our world. It is a vision of 

harmony and gentleness where all will live as one 
and the “wolf shall be a guest of the lamb.” God is 
not indifferent. He is the God of “endurance and 
encouragement.” In God, we see what we may be, 
what may come and who we can become. When 
Maria opened herself to God’s creative presence, 
she learned to trust. She began to realize that she 
could endure more than she had imagined. She 

also discovered a spark of encouragement, 
bringing her through the sadness to where she 
could be. In retrospect, Maria knew that God’s 

reassuring presence was with her. 


