
 St. Joseph’s ~Mother Church of the Berkshires                                
Established 1849 

MASSES~ Sat.4:00 PM 
Sunday~9:00 & 11:30 AM 

Daily Mass~12:10 PM 
 

RECTORY~ Mon-Wed 10 to 3 
413-445-5789 

RCIA~Wed. 6:30 PM 
Holy Hour ~Mon.-Fri. 11:00  

Rosary ~Mon - Fri. 11:30  
Prayer Line 413-822-4084 



  December11, 2022 

December 11th-
Classes for grades K 

through grade 6 from 
10:00 to 11:00 a.m.  

December 18th-   
Classes for grades K 

through grade 6 from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m.  Classes 
for grades 7 through 10 from 5:00-7:00 p.m. 

December 25th-CHRISTMAS NO CLASS 

Advent Vespers, Benediction Sunday 
evenings at 6 p.m. followed by 

presentation of The Chosen and 
discussion. Everyone is welcome. 

EUCHARIST CONGRESS  
March 4th you are invited to come learn 

more about the Eucharist and deepen 
your love for the gift of Christ’s Body, 
Blood, Soul, and Divinity. Reawaken 

your heart to what is essentially 
beautiful, good, and true about our faith, and 

center your life around Christ in the Eucharist. 
Come experience amazing speakers, a display of 

Eucharistic miracles, fellow Catholics from 
around the diocese, a full convention center of all 

things Catholic with Catholic ministries and 
materials, as well as Eucharistic Adoration and 
Mass with Bishop Byrne. Pick up a brochure in 
the church or go to catholiclifeconference.org 

to register.  

YEAR OF THE EUCHARIST 
  December 11, 2022 Third Sunday of Advent: 

“Similarly, simply basking in God’s presence in 
the Eucharist slowly changes us. We find a 

deeper peace, a new perspective, and a comfort 
in simply having a place to turn. Most of all, the 

more we allow the Son of God to shine on us 
through his Real Presence in the Eucharist, the 

more his love radiates through us and we 
become like the one we love.” Dr. Edward Sri - 

Don’t forget to register for the Eucharistic 
Congress at the Mass Mutual Center, Saturday, 
March 4th - Website:  catholiclifeconference.org 

Daily reflection book “Open to the Great Joy” by S. 
James Meyer can be found at the entrance doors.  

Daily meditation found online at Hallow.com/pray 

CHRISTMAS EVE ~ 4 p.m. and 12 
a.m. (midnight) 

CHRISTMAS DAY~10 a.m. 
 

ST. ANNE SOCIETY 
The response to our request for clothing to 

benefit BCAC’s boutique was overwhelming and 
heartwarming! Donations poured in, more than 

we had hoped for at our annal pre-Christmas 
Tea held this year at the Rectory, bags and bags 

of coats, pjs, sweatshirts, beautiful handknit 
hats, mittens, socks and more filled the room 
with brand new items for children to choose. 

Also collected were hats and gloves for John A. 
to distribute to his middle school students 

enough for all who will benefit by the generous 
giving of our St. Anne members and others. 
Indeed we are helping to “KEEP OUR KIDS 

BERKSHIRE WARM”! A big THANK YOU to 
Msgr. Mike, Fr. Michael and Bishop Tim for 

opening up their home to the 45 women from all 
parishes who attended the tea. The sight of the 

beautifully decorated Rectory, the hot coffee, tea 
and refreshments and the lively conversations in 

each of the rooms made for an afternoon to 
cherish and remember. Later at the four o’clock 

Mass we welcomed two new members, Alice 
Archey and Mary Miner, to our active and 

growing society. All of this added to the hope 
and anticipation of the Advent Season. Thank 

you to everyone! 

It has come to our attention that cars left 
unlocked in our parking lot have been vandalized 

while the owners were in Church.  PLEASE BE 
SURE TO LOCK YOUR CAR! 

PIEROGI SALE  
Baker's dozen's (13) Cheese and Cabbage Pierogi 
will be sold after the 4:00 Mass on Dec. 17th and 

the 9:00 Mass on Dec. 18th in the North 
Chapel.  Cost is $12.00. 



 
  Holy Hour will take 

place on the last Sunday 
of each month following 
the 9 a.m. mass.  It will 
consist of Exposition of 
the Blessed Sacrament 

and recitation of the rosary.  There will be 
no  holy hour in December as it falls 

on Christmas day. 

CONFESSION TIMES 
St. Joseph Church-Wednesday evenings from 

5:30 t0 6:30 
December 18th- St. Agnes, Dalton at 6:15 p.m. & 

St. Mary’s, Lee on at 3 p.m. 

LAND OF PEACE MISSION  
A nonprofit organization we will be visiting your 

parish on December 17th and 18th speaking 
about the Christians and the ongoing situation in 

the Holy Land.  We will be selling crucifixes, 
religious art work, and rosaries all made of olive 
wood which is native to Israel and Bethlehem. 
The goal of this mission is to help the poor and 

needy families in Bethlehem and Jerusalem and 
give you the opportunity to have something 

authentic from the holy land. Please visit our 
website: www.landofpeace.org 

LOURDES & FATIMA 
PILGRIMAGE 

Sept. 17th—27, 2023//11 Days 
$3,599/pp {airfare from boston and 

land incl} $50 early booking 
discount by 12/23/22  

For information and reservation, 
Contact Msgr. Shershanovich at 413-

445-5789 x102 or Email: 
msgrmike@berkshire.rr.com or  

https://bit.ly/MarianPilgrimage2023 
~~~~~~~~~ 

Itinerary: Day 1: Depart Boston for an overnight flight.  
Day 2: Arrive in Lisbon where you will meet your tour 
manager and be given a short orientation tour of Lisbon 

before the drive to Fatima and if times permits, 
celebrate Mass at the Church of the famous Eucharistic 
Miracle at Santarem. Enjoy a day of leisure before our 
welcome dinner. Join the nightly International Rosary 

Procession.  Day 3: Full day devoted to visiting the 
Basilica & Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima. Join the 

English language Mass at the Chapel of Apparitions. 
After lunch visit the birthplaces of Francisco, Jacinta & 
Lucia, the Loca de Anjo and the Holy Way.  Join in the 
nightly International Rosary Procession.  Day 4: Depart 

Fatima, passing by the ancient capital of Coimbra 
where Lucia lived as a cloistered nun.   Continue 

northwards into Spain on to Santiago de Compostela, 
one of the most famous shrines in the western world.  

Site of the ancient pilgrimage to the Shrine of St. 
James.  Tradition holds that the Apostle James was cast 

ashore here preaching here for 7 years and is 
responsible for the conversion of Spain before returning 

to the Holy Land. Enjoy a visit  to the  Cathedral and 
the Old City here.  Day 5: Mass at the Cathedral of 
Santiago.  Head east to Santander along one of the 

many routes of St. James.  The wonderful scenery of 
mountains and sea awe us as the roads hug the northern 
Spanish seacoast. Day 6: Continue eastward along the 
Basque coast via San Sebastian and cross the border 
into France. Celebrate Mass at the Grotto in Lourdes 
with a morning orientation visit to the Shrine and a 

walking tour of Lourdes, visiting Boly Mill where St. 
Bernadette was born, the Cachot formerly used as a jail 
where she lived during the apparitions. Enjoy free time 
for devotions, Eucharistic Procession, Blessing of the 
Sick or the healing waters of the miraculous Lourdes 
spring. In the evening, join in the nightly torchlight 

Marian procession.  Day 8: Depart Lourdes and 
traverse the Pyrenees southward entering northern 
Spain. Travel eastward to Zaragoza, the Capital of 
Aragon. Tour the city founded by the Romans. Its 

luxuriant vegetation with its many cascades and grottos 
make it a miniature Switzerland in the middle of the 

arid Aragon. The number one Marian shrine of Spain, 
the Pilar Basilica commemorates the apparitions of Our 
Lady the Pillar to St. James in the year 40 AD. Day 9: 

Drive to Montserrat and celebrate mass at the 
monastery housing the Black Madonna. If possible, 

enjoy the midday music of the famous boys choir while 
here. Day 10: Drive to Barcelona to celebrate Mass at 
the Cathedral. Drive through the Gothic quarter. Enjoy 
a spectacular view from the top of Montjuic hill, visit 
the Church of the Holy Family, the still uncompleted 

masterpiece of Antoni Gaudi. Visit the UNESO World 
Heritage “Park Guell” one of Gaudi’s masterpieces of 
landscape architecture. Day 11: Transfer to the airport 

for our flight home with unforgettable memories to 
cherish. 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Sat. 4:00 p.m. Sun. 9:00 a.m. Sun. 11:30 a.m. 

Robin O'Brien  Nina Mastrangelo  Mike McMahon 

Mary Sukiennik  Pat Keegan  Ron Pelletier  

Sr. Jean Bostley  Paul Guillou  Mike McClusky  

LECTORS 

Chet Zaorski  B. Scapin  Joseph Engh 

MEALS ON WHEELS  
We are in need of a driver for delivering.  This 

program takes place the first Sunday of the 
month.  If you are available and can offer about 

an hour of your time please call the Rectory. 

Please come celebrate and support our 
students of our CCD program Sun. December 

18th for the Christmas pageant at the 9 o’clock 
Mass Celebrating the birth of Christ. 

http://www.landofpeace.org/
https://bit.ly/MarianPilgrimage2023


 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF DEC 11TH 
Sunday: Is 35:1-6a, 10/Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10/Jas 5:7-

10/Mt 11:2-11 
Monday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Jdt 

13:18bcde, 19/ 
Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47 

Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19 and 
23/Mt 21:28-32 

Wednesday: Is 45:6c-8, 18, 21c-25/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 
11-12, 13-14/Lk 7:18b-23 

Thursday: Is 54:1-10/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a and 
13b/Lk 7:24-30 

Friday: Is 56:1-3a, 6-8/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 7-8/Jn 5:33-36 

DECEMBER 11, 2022 
3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 
Life can leave us feeling dark and desolate. Sandy 

was just twenty-eight when her husband, Rob, 
died, leaving her to raise their two young children. 

She was without paid employment. Rob went to 
work one morning and never returned home. 

Sandy, though, had faith and trusted that 
somehow God would help her through, even 

though most days brought deafening, piercing 
loneliness. She persevered, and the darkness gave 

way to light. Remarking one day to a friend 
hesitant to commit to a relationship, Sandy shared 
her wisdom. Even if she knew the outcome would 

be the same, she would marry Rob again. She 
assured her friend that she would even do this if 
eight years could only be eight minutes. We are 

being led by God and God transforms the 
darkness into light. “Be strong, fear not!” Those 

are easy words to say. Putting them into practice is 
the challenge. When our paths are dark and life’s 

roads become treacherous, we can easily complain 
about life’s unfinished nature. When will the pain 

go away? Will the loneliness ever cease? Will I 
experience happiness again? As the farmer needs 
to exercise patience with the soil, we need to do 
the same with our lives. We have to wait for the 

early and late rains to come, properly tend to our 
gardens, and ensure that the rich nutrients of 

God’s merciful and tender presence continue to 
enrich us. God is not done. God has only just 

begun his work in us. We cannot allow life to hold 
us captive. The systems, agendas, protocols, 

regulations, expectations, and unfinished business 
can distract us from what it means to be God’s 

child. Life can leave us feeling cheated, negative, 
and parched. All times and seasons of our spiritual 

and liturgical lives lead us to three virtues: faith, 
hope and love. Stop complaining about what is 

wrong and look to what God can make right! Joy 
that flows from the Baptist’s message: in Jesus, 

the one mightier than he, are found healing, 
reconciliation, and freedom. Christ will save us 

from life’s distortions, illusions, and 
disappointments. Do you believe this? 

Saturday,  December 10th 
Michael Monterosso-Birthday 
Remembrance 
Requested by Wife & Family  

   4:00 PM 

Sunday,  December 11th 
Mary Dickinson & John Budda 
Requested by Family  
 

Bill Gilmore-2nd Anniversary  
Requested by Family 
______________________ 

Sanctuary Candle 
Kelley O’Mara 

Requested by Kim & Brianna 

   9:00 AM 

 

  11:30 AM 

Monday,  December 12th  
Intentions of All Priests in Berkshire 
County 

  12:10 PM  

Tuesday,  December 13th 
Walter Trzepacz 
Requested by John Trzepacz 

  12:10 PM 

Wednesday,  December 14th 
Marilyn Savary 
Requested by Sally Potash & Family 

  12:10 PM    

Thursday,  December 15th 
Raymond Delphia 
Requested by Connie & Joel 

  12:10 PM 

Friday,  December 16th 
Joseph Terek 
Requested by Family  

  12:10 PM 

Saturday,  December 17th 
Leo & Mary McMullan  
Requested by Family  

   4:00 PM 

Sunday,  December 18th 
Patrick Mele 
Requested by Family  
 

David Tierney 
Requested by Pog & Family 
__________________________ 

Sanctuary Candle 
Bob & Mary Traversa 

Requested by Vivian & Family 

   9:00 AM 
 

 

11:30 AM 


