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 ST. JOSEPH CEMETERY ~ (413) 499-1317 
Website: www.stjoecem.com 
e-mail: stjoecem@verizon.net 

 

ST. JOSEPH’S PARISH 

THE STAFF 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday-4:00 PM 

Sunday~9:00 & 11:30 AM 
Daily Mass~12:10 PM 

 

RCIA~Wed. 6:30 PM 
Holy Hour ~Mon.-Fri. 11 AM  
Rosary ~Mon - Fri. 11:30 AM 

Prayer Line 413-822-4084 

 

St. Joseph’s 

~Mother Church 

of the Berkshires  
                              

~Established 1849~ 
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January 1st-NEW 
YEAR’S DAY NO CLASS 

January 8th-   Classes 
for grades K through 6 

10:00 to 11:00 a.m..  
Grades 7 to 10 from 5:00 

to 7:00 p.m. 

EUCHARIST CONGRESS  
March 4th you are invited to come 

learn more about the Eucharist and 
deepen your love for the gift of 
Christ’s Body, Blood, Soul, and 

Divinity. Reawaken your heart to 
what is essentially beautiful, good, 

and true about our faith, and center 
your life around Christ in the 

Eucharist. Come experience amazing speakers, a 
display of Eucharistic miracles, fellow Catholics 

from around the diocese, a full convention center 
of all things Catholic with Catholic ministries and 

materials, as well as Eucharistic Adoration and 
Mass with Bishop Byrne. Pick up a brochure in 
the church or go to catholiclifeconference.org 

to register.  

LOURDES & FATIMA 
PILGRIMAGE 

Sept. 17th—27, 2023//11 Days 
$3,599/pp {airfare from boston and 

land incl} $50 early booking 
discount by 12/23/22  

For information and reservation, 
Contact Msgr. Shershanovich at 413-

445-5789 x102 or Email: 
msgrmike@berkshire.rr.com or  

https://bit.ly/MarianPilgrimage2023 
 

Fatima-Lourdes Trip information meeting for 
September pilgrimage will be on January 29th 
at 2pm in the North Chapel.  Brochures are at 

the Rectory.  Thank you 

YEAR  OF THE  
EUCHARIAST 
 January 1, 2022 

Solemnity of Mary, 
Mother of God: “I 

stopped in the church where Francis and Clare 
were baptized and knelt down before the 
tabernacle. I do not have words for what I 

experienced nor do I think I will ever be able to 
describe something so very subtle yet so deeply 
profound. Yet I walked out of the church a few 
moments later and I knew in the depths of my 
being that I would belong completely to God.” 

Sr. Maris Stella - Don’t forget to register for the 
Eucharistic Congress at the Mass Mutual Center, 

Saturday, March 4th - Website:  
catholiclifeconference.org 

January 1, 2023 

As we welcome 2023, May we 
thank Almighty God for all his 
blessings and goodness to us in 
2022.  The new year will bring 

major changes to our St 
Joseph’s family.  We entrust our “Fr Goodie” to 

the intercession and care of Our Blessed 
Mother  under her title of the Immaculate 

Heart, his new patron.  He is our gift to his new 
parish.  He leaves us with prayers of gratitude 
for his ministry at St. Joseph’s.  We open our 
hearts in welcome to Fr. Robert and promise 

him our love and gratitude.  We pray that he will 
be happy at St Joseph’s.   

It was wonderful to see so many of you at the 
Masses.  Thank you for worshiping with us.  I 
hope you will continue coming to Mass each 
weekend.  We are not complete without you. 

We thank Dery Funeral Home for providing us 
with 2023 calendars. 

The Bishop, Fr. Michael and I are 
grateful for the many kind cards, 

cookies, and other gifts you sent us. 

Our church looks beautiful.  Special 
thanks to all who decorated the 

church, prepared the liturgies and 
donated the beautiful Christmas 

flowers. 

https://bit.ly/MarianPilgrimage2023


 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Sat. 4:00 p.m. Sun. 9:00 a.m. Sun. 11:30 a.m. 

Juliette Anwobor Judy Sayers  Robert Bouquet 

Robin O'Brien  Ron Sayers  Mike McMahon 

Pat Momnie B. Scapin  Ron Pelletier  

LECTORS 

Sr. Jean Bostley  Sharon Vincent  Paul Mays 

  Holy Hour will take 
place on the last Sunday 
of each month following 
the 9 a.m. mass.  It will 
consist of Exposition of 
the Blessed Sacrament 

and recitation of the rosary.    

MEALS ON WHEELS  
We are in need of a driver 

for delivering.  This 
program takes place the 

first Sunday of the 
month.  If you are available and can offer about 

an hour of your time please call the Rectory. 

Question: 
What is the history of the rosary? Where did this prayer come from? 

Answer:  
Although a longstanding tradition attributed the rosary to Saint Dominic and the Dominican Order, 

the practice of using beads to count prayers predates the Dominicans by a few hundred years. In fact, it 
seems that what we now think of as the rosary (which means “garland of roses”) was first developed by 
illiterate peasants and religious brothers and sisters as a way of offering 150 “Our Fathers” to replace 

the praying of the 150 psalms in the Divine Office.  The practice of reciting 150 Hail Marys (which was 
later subdivided into 15 decades of 10 Hail Marys) arose during the late Middle Ages. Devotion to the 

rosary began to flourish in the nineteenth century, especially as new devotions to Mary began to spread 
throughout Europe and the New World. An annual liturgical celebration of Our Lady of the Rosary was 

introduced into the Church calendar in 1573 and it has been observed on the date of October 7 since 
1913.  In the apostolic letter On the Most Holy Rosary, Pope Saint John Paul II not only added five new 

mysteries to the traditional fifteen, but he also reminded Catholics that the rosary is, at its core, an 
opportunity to go deeper into the life of Jesus: “The rosary, though clearly Marian in character, is at 

heart a Christocentric prayer … It has all the depth of the Gospel message in its entirety, of which it can 
be said to be a compendium. It is an echo of Mary’s prayer, her perennial Magnificat … With the 

rosary, the Christian people sit at the school of Mary and are led to contemplate the beauty of the face 
of Christ and to experience the depths of his love” 

The food pantry is in need of 
staples.  We provided meals for 

more than 100 families 
Christmas week.   

This weekend is Meals on Wheels 
deliveries.  God bless your generosity. 

Please remember those in the hospital, in 
nursing homes and those living alone.  A prayer 

a day goes a long way. 

Thank you for all the prayers and good wishes I 
received while I was in the hospital.  

God bless us all in this new year.  May we be the 
Gospel, the Good News to all we meet.  May we 

live in peace. 



 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF   JANUARY 1, 2023 
Sunday: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 (2a)/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21 

Monday: 1 Jn 2:22-28/Ps 98:2-3ab, 3cd-4/Jn 1:19-28 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 2:29—3:6/Ps 98:1, 3cd-4, 5-6/Jn 1:29-34 

Wednesday: 1 Jn 3:7-10/Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9/Jn 1:35-42 
Thursday: 1 Jn 3:11-21/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5/Jn 1:43-51 

Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20/Mk 1:7-11 or 
Lk 3:23-28 or 3:23, 31-34, 36, 38 

Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 6a, and 9b/Jn 2:1-11 

Saturday,  December 31st 
World Peace 

   4:00 PM 

Sunday,  January 1st 
For the Parish 
 
For the Parish 
__________________________ 

Sanctuary Candle 
Syl Peniuk 

Requested by Family  

   9:00 AM 
 

  11:30 AM 

Monday, January 2nd 
For People in Ukraine 

  12:10 PM  

Tuesday, January 3rd 
Jason Rochelo 
Requested by Family  

  12:10 PM 

Wednesday, January 4th 
John Armstrong & Family 
Requested by Estate 

  12:10 PM    

Thursday, January 5th  
Andrew Trzepacz-38th Anniversary 
Requested by Mom & Family  

  12:10 PM 

Friday, January 6th 
Juliette Campbell 
Requested by St. Anne Society 

  12:10 PM 

Saturday, January 7th 
Deceased Members of St. Joseph High 
School Class of 1972 

   4:00 PM 

Sunday, January 8th  
Martin Moloney  
Requested by Family  
 
Syl Peniuk-6th Anniversary 
Requested by Family 
__________________________ 

Sanctuary Candle 
Harry & Lena Traversa 

Requested by Family Vivian & Family 

   9:00 AM 

 
  11:30 AM 

JANUARY 1, 2023 
MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF 

GOD 
 

We hide ourselves and our secrets from God 
because we are afraid. Even Mary can seem too 

perfect to approach. The shepherds find the 
strength to speak to Mary and Joseph at the 

moment they see the child in the manger. They 
open their hearts and share what they’ve 

experienced. Saint Luke writes of the shepherds, 
“When they saw this, they made known the 

message that had been told them about this child.” 
 

When I was a college student, I visited Rome. 
Beggars often approached and said, “Mangia? 

Mangia?” I didn’t speak Italian and thought, “Why 
are they speaking about the Christmas nativity 

scene?” My friend said, “Mangia means eat. 
They’re hungry.” That’s when I realized more 

deeply than ever before that Mary puts her baby in 
a place designed for hungry animals to eat. 

 
See that baby in the manger in your heart. 

Imagine Mary kneeling nearby looking at you with 
love. She doesn’t cling to God for herself. In that 
cave, from the beginning, she quietly offers her 

son to hungry souls. The manger means 
vulnerable self-offering love. That’s the sign. This 
week that same manger opens our hearts to tell 

Mary about our lives, too. 


