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Pastor ~ Msgr. Michael Shershanovich 
e-mail: msgrmike@berkshire.rr.com 

 

Parochial Vicar~Rev. Robert Miskell  
 
 

Deacon Robert Esposito 
413-281-5812 

 

Priest in Residence~ 
Most. Rev. Timothy McDonnell  

 
Secretary~Michele Madden 

e-mail: Michelemadden@berkshire.rr.com 

 
Coordinator of Youth Religious Education 

John Arasimowicz   
e-mail:johnaccd@gmail.com 

~~ 

 

Pastoral Minister ~ Mrs. Patricia Momnie 
  

 ST. JOSEPH CEMETERY ~ (413) 499-1317 
Website: www.stjoecem.com 
e-mail: stjoecem@verizon.net 

 

ST. JOSEPH’S PARISH 

THE STAFF 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday-4:00 PM 

Sunday~9:00 & 11:30 AM 
Daily Mass~12:10 PM 

 

RCIA~Wed. 6:30 PM 
Holy Hour ~Mon.-Fri. 11 AM  
Rosary ~Mon - Fri. 11:30 AM 

Prayer Line 413-822-4084 

 

St. Joseph’s 

~Mother Church 

of the Berkshires  
                              

~Established 1849~ 

mailto:johnaccd@gmail.com


 

EUCHARIST CONGRESS  
March 4th you are invited to come 

learn more about the Eucharist and 
deepen your love for the gift of 
Christ’s Body, Blood, Soul, and 

Divinity. Reawaken your heart to 
what is essentially beautiful, good, 

and true about our faith, and center 
your life around Christ in the 
Eucharist. Come experience 

amazing speakers, a display of Eucharistic 
miracles, fellow Catholics from around the 

diocese, a full convention center of all things 
Catholic with Catholic ministries and materials, 
as well as Eucharistic Adoration and Mass with 

Bishop Byrne. Pick up a brochure in the church or 
go to catholiclifeconference.org 

to register.  

LOURDES & FATIMA 
PILGRIMAGE 

Sept. 17th—27, 2023//11 Days 
$3,599/pp {airfare from boston and 

land incl} $50 early booking 
discount by 12/23/22  

For information and reservation, 
Contact Msgr. Shershanovich at 413-

445-5789 x102 or Email: 
msgrmike@berkshire.rr.com or  

https://bit.ly/MarianPilgrimage2023 
 

Fatima-Lourdes Trip information meeting for 
September pilgrimage will be on January 29th 
at 2pm in the North Chapel.  Brochures are at 

the Rectory.  Thank you 

YEAR  OF THE  
EUCHARIAST 

    January 15, 2022 
Second Sunday in 

Ordinary Time: “When we face the sun we get a 
tan, but when we stand before Lord Jesus Christ 

in the Eucharist we become saints.” Bl. Carlo 
Acutis - Don’t forget to register for the 

Eucharistic Congress at the Mass Mutual Center, 
Saturday, March 4th - Website:  

catholiclifeconference.org 

January 15, 2023 

January 15th - Classes for grades K through 
grade 6 from 10:00-11:00 am   

January 22nd -  Classes for grades K through 6 
10:00 to 11:00 a.m..  Grades 7 to 10 from 5:00 to 

7:00 p.m. 

We will have a goodbye to Fr. Michael gathering 
on Jan. 28th after the 4pm Mass and also on Sun. 

29th after the 9am Mass.  Please plan on 
attending one of these get togethers. 

SHOWING UP 

I broke my foot once, when my second child 
was only 12 weeks old, and I was about to 

move houses. For six weeks I was confined to 
a chair, a shrieking newborn in my arms, a 
toddler running circles around me, and my 

right foot rendered useless by a plaster cast. I 
couldn’t do anything without assistance. I 
couldn’t eat or get a drink or change my 

clothes or feed my children.  My family was in 
dire straits. A lot of people offered help, but 
there was a core group of friends and family 
members who really saved us.  These are the 
people who turned up in my driveway with 

empty vans and cooked meals. These are the 
people who blocked off their Saturdays to 

haul furniture, mow our lawn, and run after 
unruly kids. These are the people who said: 
“Here I am. Give me a job.”  If you’ve ever 

really, really needed another person’s help, 
you know that “showing up” means more than 

saying: “Let me know what you need.” It 
means saying: “I’m already here. Tell me what 
to do.” So often, I pay lip service to the idea of 
submission. “What do you want, God?” I ask, 
and I secretly hope that what He wants isn’t 

one of those things that I’m not willing to 
give. What if I really strove to “show up” for 

God? What if I was ready to give what He asks 
of me, whatever it is?  Here I am, Lord; I 

come to do your will. — Psalm 40 

PENNY SOCIAL 
Sunday, Feb 19th from 1 to 4. Doors open @ 

12:00.  Proceeds to benefit the CCD program 
Looking for donations of new items or a 

monetary donation can be made. Please get all 
donations to John A. by Feb. 12Th 

https://bit.ly/MarianPilgrimage2023


 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Sat. 4:00 p.m. Sun. 9:00 a.m. Sun. 11:30 a.m. 

Robin O'Brien  Anne Kozlowski   
Sharon 

McClusky  

Mary Sukiennik  Terry Costello  Jeff Gerard  

Sr. Jean Bostley  Anne Hynes  Glenna Gerard  

LECTORS 

Chet Zaorski  
Bernadette 

Scapin  Robert Bouquet 

  Holy Hour will take 
place on the last Sunday 
of each month following 
the 9 a.m. mass.  It will 
consist of Exposition of 
the Blessed Sacrament 

and recitation of the rosary.    
THERE WILL BE NO HOLY HOUR JAN. 

29th 

NEW CONTACT INFORMATION 
Rev. Michael Goodreau, Immaculate Heart of 

Mary Church, 256 State St., Granby, MA 01033 

It has come to our attention that cars left 
unlocked in our parking lot have been vandalized 

while the owners were in Church.  PLEASE BE 
SURE TO LOCK YOUR CAR! 

Can you imagine what kind of response I would get if I asked my three children, “Who would like to 
volunteer to clean up the kitchen after dinner today?” Six eyeballs staring at me like I had two 

heads! If I couch my request in terms of volunteerism, I have suggested that they don’t have any real 
ownership in this matter. Perhaps they do sometimes think that their mother and I are simply hired 

hands to take care of them, but rest assured, I have not received a paycheck for services rendered 
lately.  When you and I give a donation of blood, we volunteer our time and blood to the Red Cross. 

The Red Cross does not employ most of us, nor do we own a part of the Red Cross. We can only 
volunteer ourselves for the cause.  As parishioners we are part of a parish family. We belong to our 

parish community. We do not visit on a Sunday morning, since we cannot visit a place that is home. 
The call of the body of Christ occurs in every parish and our response should be that of the psalmist, 
“Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will.” Real stewardship never counts the cost and never asks for 
volunteers. We step forward because we belong to something greater than ourselves and the head of 
that community is Jesus. After dinner at my house, someone needs to clean up the kitchen. In your 
parish community, someone needs to respond to the call of Jesus. In both cases, no volunteers are 

needed. We will rely on family instead. 

Please consider signing up to 
give your donations to our 

parish online.  It is very easy 
to do.  You can donate either with a credit card or 

a check and chose how much you would like to 
give and how often: weekly, monthly, semi-

monthly, quarterly, semi-annually or annually.  
You can go directly to the website at  

https://stjoepittsfield.weshareonline.org to sign 
up.  We thank you for your generosity. 



 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF   JAN. 15th 
Sunday: Is 49:3, 5-6/Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10/1 Cor 1:1-3/Jn 1:29-34 

Monday: Heb 5:1-10/Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4/Mk 2:18-22 
Tuesday: Heb 6:10-20/Ps 111:1-2, 4-5, 9 and 10c/Mk 2:23-28 

Wednesday: Heb 7:1-3, 15-17/Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4/Mk 3:1-6 
Thursday: Heb 7:25—8:6/Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 17/Mk 3:7-12 
Friday: Heb 8:6-13/Ps 85:8 and 10, 11-12, 13-14/Mk 3:13-19 
Saturday: Heb 9:2-3, 11-14/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9/Mk 3:20-21 

Saturday, January 14th 
Dolores Kolbasook 
Requested by Her Sister Mary Stewart 

   4:00 PM 

Sunday, January 15th 
Deceased Members of St. Joseph High 
School Class of 1970 
 
Virginia H. Boivin-6th Anniversary 
Requested by Family  
__________________________ 

Sanctuary Candle 
Virginia H. Boivin 

Requested by Family  

   9:00 AM 

 
  11:30 AM 

Monday, January 16th 
Maureen E. Murphy– 23rd 
Anniversary 
Requested by Frank 

  12:10 PM  

Tuesday January 17th 
Michael Keresztes 
Requested by Family  

  12:10 PM 

Wednesday, January 18th 
Elizabeth Gonzales 
Requested by her Daughter, Mary 
Stewart 

  12:10 PM    

Thursday, January 19th 
Edwin Chojnowksi, Sr  
Requested by John Trzepacz 

  12:10 PM 

Friday, January 20th 
Living Bishops and Priests of the 
Diocese 

  12:10 PM 

Saturday, January 21st 
John Bonacquisti 
Requested by Nicolene & Paul 
Wendling 

   4:00 PM 

Sunday, January 22nd 
Kelley O’Mara—5th Anniversary 
Requested by Kim & Brianna Breault 
 
Mass for the Unborn 
Requested by Knights of Columbus 
__________________________ 

Sanctuary Candle 
Concetta Frieri 

Requested by Ron & Bernadette 

   9:00 AM 

 
  11:30 AM 

January 15, 2023 
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
When I was a kid, I remember the priest at Mass 

announcing, “The Lamb of God!” Frankly, it 
struck me as nonsense. I thought: Why in the 

world does God have a lamb? And where is this 
lamb? 

 
John the Baptist sees Jesus coming toward him 
and announces, “Behold the lamb of God.” His 

Jewish listeners knew what he meant. God’s lamb 
is the thing that is sacrificed at the Jewish 

Passover and consumed by the participants. For 
almost a thousand years, lambs were ritually 

slaughtered and eaten in Jerusalem at Passover. 
The lamb meant sacrifice, freedom from sin, and 

communion with God. The Baptist is saying in 
effect, “This man will be ritually sacrificed and 

consumed so that God’s people may be free from 
sin and united to God.” 

 
It’s crucial to relate to Jesus as a friend, brother, 
teacher, and Lord of our lives. But we should also 

learn to interact with Him as our lamb of God. 
That means we intentionally place on him our 

sins, sadness, and hopes, and offer him to God. 
Then we consume him to make us free. This is 
what we do at every Mass. That’s why he is the 

Lamb of God. 


