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Pastoral Minister ~ Mrs. Patricia Momnie 
  

 ST. JOSEPH CEMETERY ~ (413) 499-1317 
Website: www.stjoecem.com 
e-mail: stjoecem@verizon.net 

 

ST. JOSEPH’S PARISH 

THE STAFF 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday-4:00 PM 

Sunday~9:00 & 11:30 AM 
Daily Mass~12:10 PM 

 

RCIA~Wed. 6:30 PM 
Holy Hour ~Mon.-Fri. 11 AM  
Rosary ~Mon - Fri. 11:30 AM 

Prayer Line 413-822-4084 

 

St. Joseph’s 

~Mother Church 

of the Berkshires  
                              

~Established 1849~ 
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EUCHARIST CONGRESS  

March 4th you are invited to come 
learn more about the Eucharist and 

deepen your love for the gift of 
Christ’s Body, Blood, Soul, and 

Divinity. Reawaken your heart to 
what is essentially beautiful, good, 

and true about our faith, and center 
your life around Christ in the 

Eucharist. Come experience amazing speakers, a 
display of Eucharistic miracles, fellow Catholics 

from around the diocese, a full convention center 
of all things Catholic with Catholic ministries and 

materials, as well as Eucharistic Adoration and 
Mass with Bishop Byrne. Pick up a brochure in 

the church or go to 
www.catholiclifeconference.org.  If you would like 

lunch included in your registration fee please 
register before 2/20.  

LOURDES & FATIMA 
PILGRIMAGE 

Sept. 17th—27, 2023//11 Days 
$3,599/pp {airfare from boston and 

land incl} $50 early booking 
discount by 12/23/22  

For information and reservation, 
Contact Msgr. Shershanovich at 413-

445-5789 x102 or Email: 
msgrmike@berkshire.rr.com or  

https://bit.ly/MarianPilgrimage2023 
 

Fatima-Lourdes Trip information meeting for 
September pilgrimage will be on January 29th 
at 2pm in the North Chapel.  Brochures are at 

the Rectory.  Thank you 

YEAR  OF THE  
EUCHARIST 

January 22, 2022 
Third Sunday in 
Ordinary Time: 

“That’s really our spirituality. We receive our 
Lord in the Eucharist every day. We gaze upon 
Him in the Eucharist. We spend time in prayer. 
We are nourished by His love, and then we pour 
out that love into the world… everything begins 
and ends with prayer.” Sr. Maris Stella - Don’t 

forget to register for the Eucharistic Congress at 
the Mass Mutual Center, Saturday, March 4th - 

Website:  catholiclifeconference.org 

  

January 22nd -  Classes for grades K through 6 
10:00 to 11:00 a.m..  Grades 7 to 10 from 5:00 to 

7:00 p.m. 

PENNY SOCIAL 
Sunday, Feb 19th from 1 to 4. Doors open @ 

12:00.  Proceeds to benefit the CCD program 
Looking for donations of new items or a 

monetary donation can be made. Please get all 
donations to John A. by Feb. 12Th 

January 22, 2023 

The diocese will hold a class for new lectors and 
special ministers for Communion.  The meeting 

will be held at Sacred Heart.  Contact our 
rectory for more info. 

THE ART OF RETREAT 
 

Social media has made it far too easy for me to share my opinion. These virtual spaces tend to strip 
our words of all empathy. Someone will post something that I think is nonsense, and I just have to 
tell them why — and quickly! Hurry! Before they delete it! Nine times out of ten, when the dust is 

settled, I find that I’ve said too much and listened too little.  As I’ve gotten older, the motto I try (not 
always successfully) to live by is this: You do not have to be on the attack all of the time, even if it’s 

for what you think is the truth. I can’t help but notice that the first thing Jesus does when he hears of 
the arrest of John the Baptist is to retreat. He doesn’t punch a hole in a wall or take to the streets in 

protest. He withdraws.  And what does he do after withdrawing? A lot of praying, I would imagine. A 
lot of thinking, a lot of reflecting. A lot of listening to the voice of his Father. Sometimes we mistake 
stillness with vulnerability. But Christ shows us that to withdraw, to contemplate, can actually be a 
tremendous show of strength. Even the fiercest dogs wait for the command of their master before 

they act. For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with the wisdom of 
human eloquence. — 1 Corinthians 1:17 

https://bit.ly/MarianPilgrimage2023


 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Sat. 4:00 p.m. Sun. 9:00 a.m. Sun. 11:30 a.m. 

Robin O'Brien  Anne Kozlowski  Sharon McClusky  

Mary Sukiennik  Terry Costello  Jeff Gerard  

Sr. Jean Bostley  Anne Hynes  Glenna Gerard  

LECTORS 

Chet Zaorski  B. Scapin  Robert Bouquet 

  Holy Hour will take 
place on the last Sunday 
of each month following 
the 9 a.m. mass.  It will 
consist of Exposition of 
the Blessed Sacrament 

and recitation of the rosary.    
THERE WILL BE NO HOLY HOUR JAN. 

29th 

NEW CONTACT INFORMATION 
Rev. Michael Goodreau, Immaculate Heart of 

Mary Church, 256 State St., Granby, MA 01033 

We will have a goodbye gathering for Fr. 
Goodreau on Jan. 28th after the 4pm Mass and 

also on Sun. 29th after the 9am Mass.  Please plan 
on attending one of these get togethers. 

It has come to our attention that cars left 
unlocked in our parking lot have been vandalized 

while the owners were in Church.  PLEASE BE 
SURE TO LOCK YOUR CAR! 

Please consider signing up to 
give your donations to our 

parish online.  It is very easy 
to do.  You can donate either with a credit card or 

a check and chose how much you would like to 
give and how often: weekly, monthly, semi-

monthly, quarterly, semi-annually or annually.  
You can go directly to the website at  

https://stjoepittsfield.weshareonline.org to sign 
up.  We thank you for your generosity. 

So the NFL season is almost over. Only the Super Bowl remains. For some fans, the season is 
already over since their team is now sitting at home. It is amazing the allegiance some people have 

to their teams. Some people bleed Green Bay green and yellow or believe the only team is 
supposedly America’s team, the Dallas Cowboys. Of course, if you are reading this outside the 

States, perhaps you live and breathe a team like the New Zealand All Blacks or the Calgary Flames. 
In the early church, people took their allegiance to certain leaders to an extreme. Paul chastised 
them for thinking that the baptism of one community or the teachings of a certain leader were 

superior to anything else in this new movement of Jesus followers. He reminded them that there is 
to be no division in Christ and that all things flow from Christ, not from the leaders in the 

community. Those who follow Jesus are one body of Christ: a place where there is no room for 
competition or condescension. Sometimes our stewardship efforts in a parish become all about the 

parish. We seek to get people to do more stuff and give more money and we lose sight of why we 
live a stewardship way of life in the first place: Jesus. It is wonderful to watch our parishes grow 

into more vibrant communities that lead people to Jesus. We should rejoice to be in such a parish 
family. But one day there will be no parishes and those who have received his gifts freely and have 

followed him will live with Christ as one forever. In your stewardship, always keep Jesus as the 
main thing. 



 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF  JANUARY 22, 2023 
Sunday: Is 8:23—9:3/Ps 27:1,4, 13-14 (1a)/1 Cor 1:10-13, 17/Mt 4:12-23 or 4:12-17 

Monday: Heb 9:15, 24-28/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4, 5-6/Mk 3:22-30 Tuesday: Heb 10:1-10/Ps 40:2 and 
4ab, 708a, 10, 11/Mk 3:31-35 

Wednesday: Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22/Ps 117:1bc, 2/Mk 16:15-18 
Thursday: 2 Tm 1:1-8 or Tit 1:1-5/12/Ps 132:1-2, 3-5, 11, 12, 13-14/Mk 4:21-25 

Friday: Heb 10:32-39/Ps 37:3-4, 5-6, 23-24, 39-40/Mk 4:26-34 
Saturday: Heb 11:1-2, 8-19/Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75/Mk 4:35-4 

Saturday, January 21st 
John Bonacquisti 
Requested by Nicolene & Paul 
Wendling 

   4:00 PM 

Sunday, January 22nd 
Kelley O’Mara—5th Anniversary 
Requested by Kim & Brianna Breault 
 
Mass for the Unborn 
Requested by Knights of Columbus 
__________________________ 

Sanctuary Candle 
Concetta Frieri 

Requested by Ron & Bernadette 

   9:00 AM 

 
  11:30 AM 

Monday, January 23rd 
Walter Daly 
Requested by John Trzepacz 

  12:10 PM  

Tuesday, January 24th 
Nancy Makowski 
Requested by Sons, Gerry & Jim 

  12:10 PM 

Wednesday, January 25th 
Paul Dargie 
Requested by Friends at St. Joe 

  12:10 PM    

Thursday, January 26th 
George Laviolette  
Requested by John Arasimowicz  

  12:10 PM 

Friday, January 27th 
For the Intentions of Iqbal Adjao & 
Grace Traore  

  12:10 PM 

Saturday, January 28th 
Maria Paralta  
Requested by Daughter 

   4:00 PM 

Sunday, January 29th 
For the Intentions of Fr. Michael 
Goodreau 
 

All Parishioners 
__________________________ 

Sanctuary Candle 
Bruno Montini 

Requested by Vivian & Family  

   9:00 AM 

 
  11:30 AM 

January 22, 2023 
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
When I was a young seminarian, I asked a wise 
old priest how to pray better. He said simply, 

“Don’t lie when you pray.” He helped me to see 
how much energy I waste in trying to appear 

acceptable to God when I pray. For me, prayer was 
showing off for God and hiding what was ugly. 

 
It’s stunning that the Gospel of Matthew tells us of 

Jesus, “He left Nazareth and went to live in 
Capernaum by the sea, in the region of Zebulon 

and Naphtali…” This isn’t just the Lord’s 
relocation up north. It’s his moving into places of 

shame and defeat. This region was where the 
enemy invasion of Israel began centuries before. 
Jesus left the comfortable confines of Nazareth 
and sought out a place of darkness, not to bring 

shame, but to announce the dawning of his light. 
 

When we pray, we usually prefer Jesus to stay put 
in our little Nazareths — where we feel 

comfortable, successful, and in control. But he 
moves. He re-locates into the Zebulons and 

Naphtalis of our shame, embarrassment, fear, and 
sense of being defeated. The question for us is: 
will we allow him to take up residence in those 
places in our prayer time? Will we talk to him 

honestly about our places of darkness? If we do, 
we’re no longer lying when we pray. 


