
  

GUIDE FOR THE LECTORS 
 
 

THE MINISTRY OF THE LECTOR is one of the most important ministries 
restored to the laity during Vatican II.  The responsibility of proclaiming 
God’s Word for the Christian assembly is a humbling and deeply 
rewarding experience.  The purpose of this handbook is to help lectors 
understand the various responsibilities associated with this ministry.   
 
PRACTICUM 
 
The practicum for the training will be held in the Church.  We will go 
through the steps and practice your area of ministry service.  Lectors 
will practice reading.  Lectors will walk through their role. 
 
POINTS TO REMEMBER: 

1. Our source of instruction is the General Instruction of the Roman 
Missal (GIRM). 

2. We should avoid making ritual where none is called for. 
3. We need to be cognizant or familiarize of the space we have. 
4. We need to respect and love silence. 
5. Preparation is more spiritual than mechanical. 
6. Remember that you are to serve in service to the Assembled. 
7. Please check in for your particular assignment.  This will help in 

the case where someone does not show up. 

Suggestions for Reading 

• Practice the readings often and out loud to become familiar with 
them and the message they convey.  If the readings do not make 
sense to you, they won’t make sense to the congregation.  They 
are listening to you…be concerned about getting the message to 
them. 

• It’s important how you read.  It’s not just speaking words, but 
giving meaning to the readings. 

• Read slowly and distinctly. 
• Pause when necessary and for effectiveness. 
• Pronounce words clearly. 



  

• Emphasize key words. 
• Project your voice so you can be heard in the very back of the 

church. A microphone cannot do it without your help. 
• Remember…it is always an honor and a privilege to read the 

Word of the Lord! 

SUGGESTIONS FOR PRACTICAL PREPARATION 

1. Read the Sacred Scriptures daily. 
a. Utilize your Lector Workbook provided by the parish. 
b. Learn the background of the readings, the context in which 

they were written. 
c. Pray them. 
d. Practice them. 

2. Arrive for your assigned Mass at least 20 minutes early.  If you 
cannot make your assignment, arrange for a replacement.  If you 
cannot locate a replacement; please call the coordinator. 

3. Know your role and what you will be doing.  For instance, Lector 
1 or Lector 2. 

 
4. Lectors:  We will usually need (2) two per Mass. 

 
a. Please go to the sacristy for attendance check in. 
b. Lector1 if there is NO Deacon verify that the Book of the 

Gospels is ready for the procession. 
c. Lector2 at the Ambo or LECTERN verify that the 

LECTIONARY is set on the reading for the day. 
d. Lector1 & Lector2 review the assigned readings and 

practice words that are foreign.  
e. Lector1 for FIRST READING (and RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

if not sung) and should review the ANNOUNCEMENTS with 
the celebrant. 

f. Lector2 for SECOND READING & PRAYERS OF THE 
FAITHFUL (if there is NO DEACON) & ACT OF SPIRITUAL 
COMMUNION PRAYER when live streaming only after the 
priest drinks the Precious blood. 

g. If there is Deacon serving, he will read the PRAYERS OF 
THE FAITHFUL. 

h. Continue your preparation by praying silently. 



  

 
 
ENTRANCE PROCESSION 
 

a. 1)  Cross is first- Altar Server or Sacristan 
 
2)  Candles - EM 2 and L2 
 
3)  EM 1 (L1) & Sacristan 

 
4)  Deacon or L1 carrying book 
 
5)  Celebrant 
 

b. As you approach the altar, reverence the altar with a bow 
from the waist if you are not carrying anything; a simple 
head bow if you are carrying something.    Then take your 
seat.  

  
During the Mass 
 

“The Liturgy of the Word is to be celebrated in such a way as to 
favor meditation, and so any kind of haste that hinders recollection 
must clearly to be avoided” (GIRM 56) 

 
a. The lectors place in the procession is behind the Altar 

Servers.  If there is no deacon, LECTOR1 processes in holding 
the Book of the Gospels in front of him slightly elevated 
(slightly above eye level). 

 
b. Lector 1, IF carrying the Book of the Gospels: HEAD BOW to 

the Altar.  Place the Book of the Gospels on the Altar, step 
back, reverence the Altar and take your place with the other 
ministers.  Do not wait for Father and do not bow with him.  

  
c. After the opening prayer, Lector 1 immediately approaches the 

Altar (DO NOT WAIT) reverence the Altar with a profound bow 
(from the waist).  Proceed directly to the Ambo or lectern. 



  

 
d. At the Ambo take a moment (a 3 count) to allow the 

congregation to settle themselves before you begin reading. 
 

e. Proclaim the Word.  Do not add personal comments or change 
the introductions. 

 
f. Be silent for a short period (a 3 count) before saying, “THE 

WORD OF THE LORD”.  This allows the assembly time to take 
in what you have just proclaimed. 

 
g. Return to your place with profound bow (waist bow).  The 

Cantor will go in front of the Altar, and make a profound bow 
and goes to the Ambo. 

 
h. Check with the Director of Music, IF there is no cantor, recite 

the responsorial and Psalm.   
 

i. After the RESPONSORIAL PSALM by the Cantor, Lector 2 
approaches the Altar (DO NOT WAIT) from the side of the 
Sanctuary, when the cantor bows at the Altar L2 proceeds to 
reverence the Altar with a profound bow (from the waist).  
Proceed directly to the Ambo or lectern. 

 
j. At the Ambo take a moment (a 3 count) to allow the 

congregation to settle themselves before you begin reading. 
 

k. Proclaim the Word.  Do not add personal comments or change 
the introductions. 

 
l. Be silent for a short period (a 3 count) before saying, “THE 

WORD OF THE LORD”.  This allows the assembly time to take 
in what you have just proclaimed. 

 
m. Bring the lectionary and profoundly bowing to the side of 

the Altar before returning to your seat. 
 



  

n. If there is NO DEACON Lector 2 will read the PRAYERS OF 
THE FAITHFUL. Be familiar with the correct pronunciation.  If 
unsure and cannot say a name or word properly, do not fake 
it and do not apologize or adlib during the prayers of the 
faithful. 

 
o. During the Creed when the words, “I believe in one, holy, 

catholic…” (long form) or “I believe in the Holy Spirit…” (short 
form)  are professed, Lector 2 does a profound bow to the altar 
and goes to the ambo or lectern. The celebrant opens the 
prayers of the faithful and the Lector 2 reads the petitions and 
stay at ambo or lectern until priest finishes prayer, and all say 
“AMEN.” Lector 2 steps down from ambo does a profound 
bow and returns to their seat. 

 
p. An Act of spiritual Communion should only be read when 

livestreaming. When the priest starts to drink the Precious 
Blood Lector 2 should be in place on the ambo. Lector 2 steps 
down from ambo does a profound bow to the altar and returns 
to their seat. 

 
q. After the priest and the people pray the ST. MICHAEL THE 

ARCHANGEL PRAYER Lector 1 approaches the ambo and 
bows to the Altar and proceeds to read the announcements.   

 
r. After reading the announcements return to your place with a 

profound or waist bow to the Altar.   
 

s. The Book of the Gospels is not processed out.  Retrieve it after 
the sending hymn and return it to the sacristy. 

 
FINAL PROCESSION 
 
When the priest approaches the altar all servers go down and form 
in the same position as they entered.  When priest bows, all bow, 
turn to the right, and proceed down the aisle. 
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