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"We saw his star at its Mass Schedule 
Saturday: 4:00pm (November thru February) 

4:30pm (March thru October) rising and have come to 
Sunday: 10:00am 

do him homage. 
33 

Weekday Mass 
8:00am- Monday through Friday 
(In the event of a funeral, daily Mass is cancelled.) 

(Today's Gospel Verse) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 

Saturday: 3:15-3:45pm or by 
appointment 

Sacraments of Baptism & Marriage 
Preparation required 
Please contact the Pastor for details 

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick & 
Visitation and Communion to the Sick 
Please contact the Parish Office 

Catholic School 
St. Mary Central Elementary 
Martins Ferry: 740-633-5424 

Prayer Chain 
Bern Schultz: 740-859-4221 



|The Epiphany of the Lord/ First Week in Ordinary Time 

Sat Sat Jan 7 4:00pm SJ Arthur & Doris Bayardi (Cynthia Hritz) Mass 
Intentions SunJan 8 10:00am SJ People of the Parish 

for the MonJan 9 8:00am PC Frances Orizczak (Marie Calfa) 
Tues Jan 10 8:00am PC|Josephine Schuster (Geraldine Hesske) 
Wed Jan 11 8:00am PCBrent Dolan (Audrey & Rich Coup) 
Thur Jan 12 8:00am PC Yolanda Popkie (Marilyn Merkel) 

Week 

Fri| Jan 13 
The Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Sat Jan 14 4:00pm SJPeople of the Parish 
Sun Jan 15 10:00am SJ Jerry & Wanda VanBeneden (Joyce & Tin 

8:00am| PC Alex "Bulzie" Bonomo (Danny & Joyce Meeker) 

Show Me the Path of Light 
Nations shall walk by your light, and kings by your shining radiance. 

(Taken from today's first reading - Isaiah 60:1-6) 

As much as we hate to admit it, we don't always know what we're doing. A lot of living involves winging 
it: taking a risk, counting on past experiences, trusting other people, or merely hoping for the best. While 
we'd prefer to be in better control of outcomes, the fact is we fly into the future as into a fogbank. We 

do what we can to make things work out. Sometimes we're successful. 
This is why I'm grateful we've got Isaiah as our copilot at the start of every year. This prophet agrees 

that "darkness covers the earth, thick clouds cover the peoples." But for those who follow the divine 
light, the path ahead is clear enough to invite safe passage. As bearers of the divine image, we ourselves 
are to become carriers of "shining radiance." Is it any wonder that saints are envisioned with halos? The 
closer we stick to the illuminated way, the more light you and I bring into the world. Let's sing our 
intention for 2023 together: "This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine...." (Taken from Exploring 
the Sunday Readings by Alice Camille.) 

Thought of the Day: Be who God meant you to be and 
you will set the world on fire. 
(Catherine of Siena) 

May God bless you for your generosity! 
January 1, 2023 

Weekly Operating Budget 
Adult Envelopes/Loose 

Red Envelopes 

$2,872.00 
$1,521.000 

$240.00 Sausage Sale - A limited quantity of Homemade 
Sausage will be available in the vestibule after Mass this 
weekend (January 7 & 8) or by calling the Parish Office 

(740-859-4018). 

Initial/Other $184.00 

Christmas (6) 
Solemnity of Mary (18) 

$355.00 

$346.00 
2023 Bulletin Memorials & Business Ads -CurrentTotal for the Week 

sponsorships for the bulletin business ads andEnvelopes Available/Used 

memorials expire on January 31st The donation per 
space remains at $70 for the year; the preferred method Utilities 
is a single full $70 payment, (or 2 payments of $37.50 Insurances 
each for a total of $75 - due January 31, 2023 and July Payroll& Expenses/Retirement 

31. 2023.) Renewal reminders will be mailed out soon. Office 
Thank you, sponsors! 

$2,646.00 

221/45 

Expenditures for December 2022 

$1,131.75 
$5,125.88 

$2,060.99 
$1,059.33 

Church / Rectoryy $2,730.14| 



Calendar Notes 
01/08/23 - Sunday 8:30am Parish School of Religion Class - Grades 1- 6 

11:30am OCIA Topic: Introduction to the Sacraments 

Parish Center 
01/08/23 - Sunday Parish Hall 

Church 01/12/23-Thursday 6:00pm | First Reconciliation Celebration 
01/15/23 -Sunday 11:30am OCIA -Topic: Baptism & Confirmation Parish Hall 

We Three Kings of Orient Are - The biblical Magi, also referred to as the (Three) Wise Men or (Three) 

Kings, were - in the Gospel of Matthew and Christian tradition - distinguished 

foreigners who visited Jesus after his birth, bearing gifts of gold, frankincense and 
myrrh. They are regular figures in traditional accounts of the nativity celebrations of 

Christmas and are an important part of Christian tradition. 
Matthew is the only of the four canonical Gospels to mention the Magi. Matthew 

reports that they came "from the east" to worship the "king of the Jews". The gospel 
never mentions the number of Magi, but most western Christian denominations have 

traditionally assumed them to have been three in number, based on the statement that they brought three 
gifts. In Easterm Christianity, especially the Syriac churches, the Magi often number twelve. Their 
identification as kings in later Christian writings is probably linked to Psalm 72:11, "May all kings fall 
down before him". They have become known most commonly as Balthasar, Melchior, and Gaspar (or 

Casper). According to Western church tradition, Balthasar is often represented as a king of Arabia or 
sometimes Ethiopia, Melchior as a king of Persia, and Gaspar as a king of India. 

Importance of Religious Obligations - In the Gospel for the Feast of the Holy Family, we find that Mary 

and Joseph fulfilled the religious requirements concerning their child, Jesus, "in accord with the 
dictates of the law." St. Luke wants us to know that Mary and Joseph were devout and pious in 
their religious practices, always faithful to the Law of Moses. There is much to be said for this 
kind of faithfulness to religious practices. There's more to holiness than external practices, but 
religious traditions are important. How did Mary and Joseph know these traditions? By 

belonging to the Jewish community - and joining in its rituals. Over these past 2000 years, Christians have 

developed traditions. Some of these go back to the early days of the Church. How do we know about them, 
and know which ones are important? By belonging to a parish - and joining in its rituals. We've just begun 

the Year of Our Lord 2023. It would be a good time to think about how much these ancient practices are part 
of our lives. Or, to put it another way, it would be a good time for each of us to think about how much we are 
a part of and tuned in to the life of the Church 

Consider Daily Mass! - St. Joseph is fortunate to have Mass celebrated in the Parish Center chapel each 

day of the week, as well as in the church on Saturday afternoon and Sunday morning. Daily 

Mass takes about 30 minutes. I invite you to choose a day or two to come each week. There's 

no better way to start the day than at the Lord's Table! Mass is at 8:00am, Monday through 
Friday. (f there is a Funeral Mass, the 8:00am Mass that day is cancelled and rescheduled.) 

Interior Christmas Decorations-Time to take down and put away our indoor nativity and decorations 
for another year! Helpers are welcome and needed! We start at 9:30Oam, Monday, January 9th 

Please remember to pray for the intention of the Holy Father 
For Educators - We pray that educators may be credible witnesses, teaching fraternity rather than 

competition and helping the youngest and most vulnerable above all. 



MEMORIALS & BUSINESS SPONSORS 

MIDEI IGA OHIO VALLEY CARE 
CREMATION & MEMORIALS 

BORKOSKI 
740-859-0318 FUNERAL HOME 

All your grocery needs! 

HOLY NAME SOCIETY 
In Memory of 

Our Deceased Members 

Dan Dimmick 740-317-8161 
BODNAR & SON FLORIST 

PO Box 158 Rayland, Ohio 
740-859-2151 

"Dedicated to those we serve" 
Tiltonsville, Ohio 

740-859-2141 
DEEP RUN MOWER SERVICE 

58781 Heil Addition - Deep Run 
OHIO VALLEY WASTE SYSTEMS MIDEI FOOD and FUEL 

Tiltonsville, Ohio 
740-859-9926 

Roll-offs, Residential & Commercial 

Trash Services 740-676-1937 
DELUXE TOY & HOBBY 

740-859-6131 

BETH DEVAULT 
ALL-OCCASION CATERING 

LEONI CONCRETE, LLC 
All Concrete Needs-Free Estimates 

740-859-6280 or 740-632-9430 
740-633-2875 

304-639-4989 Martins Ferry, Ohio 

WILSON FUNERAL HOMEs VILLAGE VENUE G&L 
Birthdays, Graduations, Showers 
304-281-0246 or 740-859-2251 

Bridgeport Tiltonsville Dillonvale HEATING and AIR cONDITIONING 
Geo Thermal 

HESLOP CHAPEL 710 Walden Ave Tiltonsville 
Martins Ferry, OhioO 740-633-1931 740-769-7709 

FAIRWAY RIVER LINKS 
BLASCHALK-WILSON GOLF COURSE 288 SMITHFIELD STREET 

Mingo Junction, Ohio 740-636-0651100 Liberty Ave. Rayland 859-9304 DILLONVALE, OH 43917 

In Loving Memory of 
BILL&NELLIE KINYO & 

DEFELICE BROS. PIZZA 
Martins Ferry, Ohio 740-635-7700 

Delivery through Rayland! 

In Loving Memory of 
JOHN ORIZCZAK, ORIZCZAK, & 
MAGNONE Families & BRADLEY JEFFREY COTTAGGE 

By Don & Sandy Rakoski By Frances & Family 
In Loving Memory of 

TONY&SsOPHIE ZEAKES 
In Loving Memory of 

SAM, GENE, & AMELIA STARR 

By Barbara & Family 
In Loving Memory of 

RAY D'ANDREA 

In Loving Memory of 
STANLEY & DORA PIELECH 

By Dirk & Family 

In Loving Memory of 
COREY MICHAEL MOLINAROO 

By Jessica, Sean & Shaye 
In Loving Memory of Our Parents 

SAM& ANNE BETTINI 

By Family 
In Loving Memory of 

RUNCO, coSENTINO, MAGNONE, 
HELMS, VELTRI, CERISANO, & 

PECKENS Families 

By Sara & Family 
In Loving Memory of 

By Mom& Dad 
In Loving Memory of 

SAM&MARY (NITZU) ZEAKES 
By Marylee, Sam & Ray & Families 

SGALLA, CLOSSER, & BRADDOCK 
Families By Lois Ann & Family 

In Loving Memory of 
STAN BOROSKI, SR. & Family 

By Marylee & Family 
In Loving Memory of 

JOHN &MARY HARTUNG & 

In Loving Memoryy of 
CELESTE & PETE SGALLA 

By Son, Peter ll 
In Loving Memoryof 

VITTEK, PIELECH, & 
MINNOZZI Families 

In Loving Memory of 
BOB &REGINA LAVY 

By Family 
In Loving Memory of 

BILL& LORI PHALEN, 
BEN &MARY DEFILIPPO BILL&MARGARET REASBECK 

By Their Families 
In Loving Memory of 

JIM &MARGE KOVALCIK 

By Mary Arnn & Family 
In Loving Memory of 

JOE ED, JOEY & BABY JOEY 

EDZKOWSKI By Ethel & Family 
In Loving Memory of 

NORMA & LEO FRISTICK 

By Joe & Shirley Pielech 
In Loving Memory of 

CHRISAGIS & SCHUSTER Families 

By Jim, Marsha & Fanily 
In Loving Memory of 

VANBENEDEN & RANKIN Families 

By Family 
In Loving Memory of 
VICTOR PICIACCHIA 

By Joyce & Tim Rankin 
In Loving Memory of 

By Wife Josie 
In Loving Memory of 

By Cheryl& Ron 
In Loving Memory of 

MARY &FRANK MERKEL 
By Family 

In Loving Memory of 
CLIFFORD, JANE, & GARY 

THOMPSON 

FRANK & MARY LAPOSKI CLARA & JOHN McKNIGHT 
By Jim & Marsha By Steve & Kathy 

In Loving Memory of 
JOHN&MARY OSTROSKE & 

ED FALDOwSKI 

In Loving Memory of 

RAIMONDE& LOCCISANO 
FAMILIES 

By Gary& Nancy By Evelyn & Family By Family 



OPIPHANY The Light of Christ 

Theologically, the Epiphany cele 
brates the manifestation of the Mes-

siah to the Gentiles. The Magi story 

appears exclusively in Matthew's Gos-

pel because this evangelist emphasizes 
the universal nature of Christs mes-

THE LIGHT OF CHRIST 

History 
The word Epiphany comes from the Greek, epiphaneia, meaning "manifesta 

tion' or "appearance. This feast originated in the Eastern Church and was 
celebrated on January 6th to commemorate the many instances of "God shin-

ing forth," including the birth of Christ, the visit of the Magi, and Christ's 

baptism in the Jordan. It was also considered by many to be a Christian fulfll-

ment of the Jewish Festival of Lights. In the West, the Nativity developed as a 

separate and specific feast, with official references to the Epiphany not com-

ing until 361. Epiphany concluded a twelve day festivalthe twelve days of 
Christmas-that has also been called Christmastide. Catholics in the United 

sage. Thus, Epiphany helps establish 

and inspire the Church's mission of 

evangelization. The light of Christ is 

not to be hidden or hoarded: "Your 

light must shine before others" (Mat-
thew 5:16). Epiphany is also about 

enlightened awarenes, as when we 

have an cpiphany moment." Upon 
viewing the baby Jesus, the aged 

Simeon proclaims the twin grace of 
the Messiah as "a light for revelation 
to the Gentiles and for glory to your 
people Israel" (Luke 2:29-32) 

States now celebrate Epiphany, not on January 6th, but on the second Sunday 

after Christmas. The Baptism of the Lord is celebrated on the Sunday afier 
Epiphany and marks the end of the 

Christmas season. 

The Search Continues 

What was true for the Magi remains 

true for us today as we continue our 

search for God. In the darkness of 
our lives, we look for a star 
as in the beloved Christ-

mas carol, We Three 

Kings-toguide 
us to thy perfect 
light." Many are 
distracted by the 

artificial lights of 

fame and fortune, 
but true and wise 

believers open them-
selves to the expe-

rience of being 
drawn to God's 
presence in them-

selves and their 

lives. The Epiphany 
proclaims the truth 
that we are called 
to a life reordered 
by our experience 
of God's presence. 



THREE MATTHEW'S MAGI STORY 
Matthew's magi story (2:1-12) reads like the gospel in miniature. Its 

themes echo the rest of the gospel: Jesus comes into the world-and also 
into each person's life-demanding a decision about how to respond to 

his presence and invitation to a relationship. Some will reject him and 

some will accept him, as do these wise foreigners who studied the stars 
and saw in them the new star-sign of a great king who was worthy to be 

worshiped by all people. 
So they journeyed to an obscure village in the Roman province of Judea 

where they found a child to whom they gave gifts as tokens of his royal 
birch. For the first time, the Gentiles honor the Jew who was God's 

promised messiah, and in fact, the Son of God, who in turn offers them 

the gift of salvation. 

MANIFESTATIONS 

OF CHRIST 
Traditionally, three separate Gospel read-
ings were integral parts of the Epiphany 
liturgy: the Magi worshipping the baby 
Jesus, the baptism of the Lord and the 

wedding feast of Cana. In Cycle C of 
the liturgy, these Gospel passages follow 

one another each week beginning with 

Epiphany. Each of these three events 

expresses something of the depth and 
breadth of the mystery of Incarnation as 
it unfolds in the life of Christ and in us. WHO WERE THE MAGI? 

The story of the Magi traveling from the East to see the Christ child ap-

pears only in Matthew's Gospel. The word Magi (Greek magoi) means 

a learned scholar or sage. The Magi (possibly Zoroastrian astrologers 
from Persia) interpreted a bright star in the Eastern skies as a sign that 

a great king was to be born. According to St. Ignatius of Antioch (who 
lived in the first century AD), "A star shone forth in heaven above all the 
other stars, the light of which was inexpressible, while its novelty struck 

people with astonishment" (Letter to the Ephesians, 19). The wise men 

followed this star to Bethlehem of Judea, and upon arriving they wor-

shipped the infant Jesus and gave him 

gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 

The Visit of the Magi (Matthew 2:1 
12), the Gospel for Epiphany Sunday, 
is most commonly associated with the 
manifestation of Jesus divinity to the 
whole world. 

The Baptism of the Lord (Luke 3:15-
16, 21-22) is Christ's revelation to the 
Jews and prefigures his descent into his 
own death and rising in the resurrection. 

The Wedding Feast of Cana (John 
2:1-11) is Jesus' revelation of the power 
of his own divinity to his apostles and 

disciples. The new wine, the best wine 

saved for last, symbolizes the message of 

the Gospel. 

Numerous traditions not directly based 
on Matthews Gospel have grown up 
about the Magi. Typically we think 
of there being three wise men because 
of the number of gifts, but Matthew 
doesn't disclose the exact number. Since 
the third century, Christian writers have 
referred to them as kings, even though Matthew doesn't specifically tell 
us that they were royalty. Their names, Caspar, Melchior and Balthazar 

date to the 6th century and are generally thought to represent kings 
from India, Persia and Arabia respectively. 

Epiphang Motning Prayet 
WHERE Is YOUR STAR? Father, you revealed your Son 

to the nations by the guidance of a star. 
Lead us to your glory in heaven 

by the light of faith. 
We ask this through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, 

For the Magi, following their star led to their cherished reward. They 
found their king, offered their gifts, and then got involved in a plot that 
required no 

king and a cause that they knew very little of. 
Like these Magi, someone or something has been the star that sparked 
our interest in Jesus, that drew us either rapidly or reluctantly to him, 
and that involved us in a life and death story that demands all of our 
gifts and our full dedication so that he might live and rule! 

only their quick-thinking but also their dedication to a 

one God for ever and ever. Amen 

-The Liturgy of the Hours 

Epiphany: The Light of Christ O Copyrighu 2022 by All Saints Pres. (800) 923-8618 and AluSaintsPres.com. 24-279 


