
Dear parishioners,

In November of 2021, a committee of parishioners began meeting to discuss creating a survey
for parishioners that would coincide with the Synod on Synodality called by Pope Francis. The
intent was to seek to understand where the parish stood at that moment and what the best ways
to move forward in the future were.

The results of the survey are contained in the slideshow accompanying this letter. Before
viewing the results, please note the following additional background information:

● The surveys were administered in the pews at both the Saturday Vigil Mass and Sunday
Morning Mass on the same weekend. A total of 96 were completed.

● The surveys were also mailed out to 217 families that were not present at Mass that
weekend. Only 36 were returned.

● 9 surveys were completed using the online option.
● 6 surveys were returned blank.
● A total of 135 surveys were completed.

Additionally, the following results are key takeaways identified by the survey committee:
1. A majority of parishioners:

a. Want greater outreach to Youth, Young Adults, and Inactive Catholics
b. Want improved access for people with disabilities
c. Want help discerning their gifts and talents
d. Want to build stronger community and have opportunities for fellowship
e. Want to be more involved
f. Want the parish to reach out to them more
g. Do not support traveling to a neighboring parish for shared programming/liturgies

2. The parish is split about 50/50 on support for sharing paid staff with a neighboring parish
(a slight majority do not support it)

3. A significant number of parishioners say they reduced their attendance at church events
due to the pandemic (44)

4. The top 3 responses for interest in new programs are for the following:
a. Bible Study Group (34)
b. Sessions to learn more about the Mass (32)
c. Opportunities to help the needy with group reflection afterward (31)

5. Parish Demographics
a. 57% retired, 24% employed full-time
b. 65% aged 65 or older, 20% aged 50-64

Please prayerfully consider the results and how the parish may be able to take action on them.
All parishioners can attend a meeting on the results and where to go from here that will be held
Tuesday June 7 at 6:30 pm in the Church Hall.

Sincerely,
The Parish Life Survey Committee


