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The First Sunday of 
Advent

Assistant Pastor:

Father Alex Saurianthadathil 
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Parish Secretary:

Stacey Lampe

“Advent’s intention is to awaken the most 

profound and basic emotional memory within 

us, namely, the memory of the God who 

became a child.”

– Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI
OFFICE HOURS:

Tues to Fri 10am to 1pm

Please email  anytime at 

gmajella@shaw.ca

Weekend In Church Masses:
Saturday @ 5:00 pm

Sunday @ 11:00 am

Weekday In Church Masses:
Monday & Tuesday @ 9:15am

Weekday Masses at St Jerome Church

Wed, Thurs & Friday @ 9:15am

Parish Mission Statement
St. Gerard  Majella Parish strives to be a warm,  

welcoming Catholic community where the  faithful 
gather to celebrate liturgy, to foster faith-sharing and 

to spread the Good News by  word and action. 
Nourished by Word and Sacrament, the community 

of St. Gerard’s supports the spiritual  growth, 
fellowship and charity of its parishioners.

Parish Administrator:

Father Charles Abiamiri
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Mass Intentions

Nov 29 to Dec 5, 2021
+ denotes a mass for a deceased person

Monday, Nov 29, 9:15am In Church:
Laura Page + by Rhea Emond

Tuesday, Nov 30, 9:15am In Church:
Jim Dyni + by his Wife & Family

Saturday, Dec 4, 5:00 pm In Church:

Larry McNally + by The McNally Family

William & Agnes Murray + by daughter Leah & 

Jim Dougan

The Francesutti Family by Rita Gorassini

Sunday, Dec 5,  11:00am In Church:
Intentions of All People In the Parish

Please send an 
email to 

gmajella@shaw.
ca so we can 

have your email

We are so happy you 

celebrate with us. If you are 

new to the Parish and 

haven’t registered, we 

encourage you to join our 

family.  Visit -

www.stgerardssm.ca

Mass Volunteer 

Schedule

Saturday, Dec 4, 5:00 pm:

Lector: Sharon Mulligan

Foyer: Pauline Niro

Usher 1: Bill DeGroot

Usher 2: Gloria Struk

Sunday, Dec 5,  11:00am:

Lector: Rose Medaglia

Foyer: Shelia Beishlag

Usher 1: Ralph Medaglia

Usher 2: Jacques Chouinard

address on our parish register.  
If you would like to receive the 
bulletin weekly through email 
and have not yet signed up, 
please email the office.

Copies of the Living with Christ 

Missals for  2021 – 2022 are now 

available at the parish office or 

by requesting one from our 

presiding Priest after Mass.  If 

you are also able, a donation 

toward the cost of the Missals 

would be greatly appreciated.

Sunday  

Missal

Please use appropriate envelope marked 

“Christmas Flowers” with In memory of….and 

place it in the collection basket or drop off at the 

Parish office.  We will ensure that you and your 

loved ones are acknowledged in the Church 

bulletin and any monetary donations are recorded 

for income tax purposes.  

IN  MEMORIAM IN  MEMORIAM IN  MEMORIAM IN  MEMORIAM 

POINSETTIA POINSETTIA POINSETTIA POINSETTIA 

DONATIONSDONATIONSDONATIONSDONATIONS
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Our custom of incorporating the Giving Tree during out Advent 

preparations will return again this year to St. Gerard Majella Parish.

Due to ongoing Covid restrictions, the format for facilitating this event has 

some changes.  Two recipients have been chosen for this year:

1) The Soup Kitchen community Centre:  which 

provides food and support for those in poverty

2) Women in Crisis: a place of refuge and support for 

women (& their children) who have been or are 

presently victims of domestic violence and abuse.

For the first two weeks of Advent (Nov 27 – 28 and Dec 4 – 5), if you chose 

to participate, in our Parish outreach, you can make a cheque, payable to 

the recipient of your choice, either:

SOUP KITCHEN COMMUNITY CENTRE

OR WOMEN IN CRISIS ALGOMA

THE GIVING TREE

Please include the name of the agency on your gift 

envelope and put into the regular mass collection.  

Please do not include wrapped gifts as in the past 

years.

During the third week of Advent (Dec 11 – 12), you 

can participate by purchasing gift cards from the 

following businesses: Walmart, Metro, Mark’s Work 

Wearhouse, and Winners.  These can be used by 

those who receive them to purchase specific, much 

needed articles.

Thank you for your generous past support of THE 

GIVING TREE!  Your donations make a great 

difference in the lives of many who are in need of 

help.
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My Dear Parish Family,

Greetings in the Lord! It is with great pleasure I take this opportunity to welcome 

you after perhaps a time away over the past several months and look forward to 

continuing in ministry and being blessed with the opportunity of meeting new families 

throughout this academic year. 

The past 2 years have presented many challenges; however, things are looking 

up! With the lifting of many Covid-19 restrictions, the comfort level to return to the 

public celebration of Mass is beginning to increase. With this, the church also has 

begun to plan and prepare for the reception of the sacraments for the year 2021-2022. 

The celebration of any sacrament in a person’s life is a special moment of grace and 

blessings poured out by God. These sacred signs are opportunities for us to come to 

know God’s presence in the world around us and to help us grow in a deeper 

relationship with Him. Above all they are vital in forming us on our faith journey. 

We are so excited to introduce a new online preparation course for the 

Sacrament of First Reconciliation, called the Signs of Grace: You Are Forgiven. 

Anyone with a computer or laptop can access the program from anywhere. It is a paid 

program so each candidate will have to purchase a seat, at the cost of $50.00. If there 

is more than one candidate in a household, only one seat needs to be purchased. If 

this causes any financial burden for the family, please let me know. 

The candidate will be given a 3-month time period to complete the course. In this 

way, you can do the preparation at your own convenience from your home. The course 

consists of 7 sessions, filled with child-friendly videos and engaging activities. It may be 

started at any time following the Orientation Meeting, which will be held at 7pm on 

November 29th at St. Gerard Majella Church. The course must be completed by the 

end of February, 2022.  In addition to online learning, there is a church participation 

component. Each candidate must attend at least 5 weekend masses, either at St. 

Gerard Majella or at St. Jerome, during the 3-month time period, to qualify for the 

celebration of the sacrament. Please submit the application form to St. Gerard 

Majella Parish office or your attending School office by Tuesday, November 23, 

2021.

The celebration date of the Sacrament of Reconciliation will be determined after 

the completion of the course. Those who successfully complete this course, as well as 

any candidates who completed the Reconciliation Program from the previous year at 

our Church, will be eligible to enroll for the online sacramental preparation for First 

Communion, after the March Break. 
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Please read carefully:

● These sacraments are available to those who have been baptized into the 

Catholic Faith.

● Candidates should be in Grade 2 or 3 (As of September 2021) or higher.

● If the applicant was not baptized at St. Gerard Majella Parish, a copy of the 

candidate’s baptismal certificate is required by the Orientation Meeting.

● If you are not a registered member of St. Gerard Majella Parish, please have a 

letter of permission signed by the priest of the parish you attend in order to 

celebrate the sacrament with us. 

I thank you in advance for taking the initiative in your child’s faith 

formation and I wish you the very best in this academic year as you continue to help, 

guide and accompany your child in their journey to knowledge and wisdom. If you 

have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact the parish office at 

705 949 0435 or 705-949-1072, or Hilda Bojko, at 705-946-2998.

May God bless you and your family!

Your Brother in Christ,

Fr. Alex Saurianthadathil

Administrator of St. Gerard Majella Parish

There are three ways to donate:  

1) Leave donation envelopes in our office 

mailbox

slot or in the donation box at mass.

2) Set up a preauthorized donations. We 

want to thank all for this! If you wish 

to start this program, please email the 

office for the form.

3) We have charitable donations on our 

website: www.stgerardssm.ca . 

CanadaHelps.org will generate an 

income tax receipt immediately for the 

parishioner.

Thank you so much for your generous 

donations at this time!

Donations:  
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Mass intentions: Mass intentions: Mass intentions: Mass intentions: 
RememberingRememberingRememberingRemembering your your your your 
loved onesloved onesloved onesloved ones

If  you have a mass intention, please do email us at gmajella@shaw.ca
or call 705-949-0435 for the office. Intentions can be paid for through 
our new donate button on the website: www.stgerardssm.ca or 
through our mail slot in the office door.  They are $15.00.  Please 
comment that it is for a mass intentions.

Flameless Votive Candle
Lighting a candle in memory of a 
loved one is a great gesture of our 
love for them. The burning light of the 
vigil candle is a symbol of hope, faith, 
gratitude, and a tangible reminder of 
the connection with our departed 
family members and friends.
Consider purchasing a memorial 
candle in honor of your loved ones. A
candle costs $150.00 and renewals 
are $50.00. Your memorial candle will 
be lit for 6 months with the name of 
your loved one.
If you are interested, please email or 
call the office.

The cost is $10. This includes pasta with sauce, 4 

meatballs, bread and butter and salad with 

dressing. Please call 705-542-3620 to place an 

order. Meatballs may be for sale at a cost of $10 a 

bucket.

The Knights of Columbus will offer a 

take-out pasta dinner on Monday, 

November 29th at the Moose Lodge 

from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.






