
Sunday, March 8, 2026 3rd Sunday of Lent - Year A

338 Manor Avenue, Downingtown, PA 19335
Phone: (610) 269-8294 Website: www.stjosephrc.org

Parish School
340 Manor Avenue
www.StJosephRCSchool.org
610-269-8999
Sister Lisa Ann Golden, I.H.M., Principal
Sister Diane Licordare, I.H.M., Vice Principal
Mary Jane McGeehan, Administrative Assistant

Parish Religious
Education Program

www.StJosephRC.org/PREP
610-873-8798
Kathleen Greco,
Director of Religious Education

Parish Mission Statement

Motivated by our belief in Jesus Christ and bound together by our Roman Catholic faith,
we are a parish that seeks to respond to the Gospel invitation by living as God’s people.

Baptized into Christ Jesus, confirmed by the gift of the Holy Spirit, and nourished by the Eucharist,
we are a community that gives glory to God and proclaims His message of love and salvation.

Saturday: 3:30PM-4:30PM
Wednesdays: 6:30AM, 8:30AM, 6:30PM

Reconciliation

Daily Mass (M-F): 7AM & 9AM
Saturday: 8AM & 5:00PM Vigil Mass
Sunday: 6AM, 7:30AM, 9:00AM, 10:30AM,

12:00PM, and 4:00PM

Mass Schedule

Available 24/7 in the Perpetual Adoration Chapel,
located in the Parish Office building.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Sundays after Noon Mass. Please visit
www.StJosephRC.org/Baptism for details.

Baptism

Rev. Christopher B. Rogers, Pastor
Rev. Andrew J. Auletta, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Louis J. Monica, In Residence
Deacon Matt Coyne
Deacon Michael Murtha

Served By

Parish Office
Allan Anderson, CPA, Business Manager
Joyce Castaldi, Parish Secretary
Kelly Ennis, Elder Care Manager
Dr. Paul Futer, Director of Music
Anne Metz, Youth Ministry Coordinator
Dodie Milano, Receptionist
Mary Beth Mostyn, Administrator
Deacon Michael Murtha, Ministry Coordinator
Carol Orphanos, Bookkeeper
Darrin Preston, Facilities Manager
Janet Schramm, Evening Receptionist

Engaged couples are asked to meet with their
parish priest as soon as possible to enroll in a
marriage-prep program at least 6 months
prior to the wedding.

Matrimony
The Holy Rosary: Daily before 9AM Mass.
Miraculous Medal: Tues after 9AM Mass.
Novena to St. Joseph: Weds after 9AM Mass.
Divine Mercy Chaplet: Thurs after 9AM Mass.
Sacred Heart Litany: First Fridays after 9AM Mass.
First Saturday: First Saturdays at 830AM.

Daily Devotions

Please contact the Parish Office.
Anointing of the Sick



For those that are serving our country:
GySgt Steve & GySgt Shaina Anderson, 1 Lt. Mitch Byers, Specialist, Major Joseph S.
DiBerardinis, Ensign Jude DiMedio, USN, Airman First Class, James G. DiSantis, SFC Peter Karol,
Alexis Mary Linkins, USN, Timothy Linkins, USAF, Col. J. Kevin McKittrick, Cpt. Joseph Rule, Capt.
Elizabeth Scheivert and LtCdr. Sean Sweeney

For those who are sick:
Baby Botero, Ashlyn Brown, Sandy Cabbott, Kathleen Cirucci, Zoe Claire, Sydney Conklin, Mary
Conners, Eva Connor, Mary Ellen Curran, Gerry Daney, Kari D’Amore, Baby Kai D’Amore, Alice
DePompeo, Robin DiMattei, Tommy DiOttavio, William Nicholas Dooley, Danielle Glowacki, Carol
Gray, Anne Grosso, Jen Francis, Liam Hawk, Loretta Ciarlone Herring, Joanne Stevens Hoetz,
Doug Jordan, Frank Keane, Matthew Keenan, Tom Keenan, Carolyn Lauver, Kiki Lauver, James &
Elizabeth Leisse, David LeFever, Mary Lou Lewandowski, Mark Lisney, Jack and Maryann
Logan, Kimberly Lomeli, Laura Mandarano, Anna Mae Marklay, Mary McDonald, Josh Mellinger,
James Mento Jr, Mark Michaels, Abigail Miller, Susan Nichols, De Anna Ousey, Angelica &
Melissa Peluso, Ron Rosciolo, Gene Rosenbaum, Debbie Ruggiero, Stephen, Bernadette Sardella,
McKenzie Sarnak, Alexis Shaffer, Valerie Schaffer, Tracey Shaw, Kristen Sinclair, Jaxon Sirhal,
Justin Smith, Donald Stewart, George Stuhl, Edward Aaron Stoltzfus, Don Sundstrom, Dee
Taraschi, Douglas Thomas, Joshua Tripp, Anna Marie Urbine, Karen Valentino, Donna Geary
Walsh, and Paul Zahner.

Please call the parish office to add names. Names are removed after 3 months.

Please Keep in Your Prayers

Weekly Mass Intentions

Weekly Collection Totals
February 22: $42,847

February Poor Box
The Lord’s Pantry: $352

2025-2026
Fiscal Year to Date

$1,753,475

2024-2025
Fiscal Year to Date

$1,695,879

Saturday, March 7 8:00 a.m. - Clair Gregory
5:00 p.m. Vigil - Patricia Downs

Sunday, March 8

6:00 a.m. - For All Parishioners
7:30am - Joan E. Dawson
9:00 a.m. - Tyler Michael Eckert
10:30 a.m. - Michael T. DiPuppo
12:00 p.m. - Frank Sr. & Mary Nadelstumph
4:00 p.m. - Mary McLoughlin

Monday, March 9 7:00 a.m. - Thomas Mento
9:00 a.m. - The Manetta-Pace Family

Tuesday, March 10 7:00 a.m. - Lisa Butcher
9:00 a.m. - William & Helen Nelson

Wednesday, March 11 7:00 a.m. - Kathy Derr
9:00 a.m. - Gretchen Metz

Thursday, March 12 7:00 a.m. - Catherine Gold
9:00 a.m. - Mary Ann Ganley

Friday, March 13 7:00 a.m. - Emily DiEugenio
9:00 a.m. - Margaret & Ed Cosden

Saturday, March 14 8:00 a.m. - Michael Kneisly, 1st Anniversary
5:00 p.m. Vigil - Scott Hastings

Sunday, March 15

6:00 a.m. - For All Parishioners
7:30am - Henry & Mary Gryger
9:00 a.m. - Francis & Julia Kelly
10:30 a.m. - Licia “Lee” Allman
12:00 p.m. - Dr. Donald E. McConnell, 12th Anniversary
4:00 p.m. - Bernard Bora

Weekly
Stewardship

Report

Welcome to St. Joseph
Parish! We are happy that
you have chosen us as
your parish family and we
look forward to meeting
you.

Registration can be
completed online by
visiting:

www.stjosephrc.org/
join-the-parish

Join the Parish
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My Dear Parishioners,

Praise Be Jesus Christ! As we SPRING forward in time this weekend, we move a wee-bit closer to St. Patrick’s Day.
How fitting it is that we welcome Irish Tenor Mark Forrest to our parish. Mark will lead us on Sunday Evening in a time
of prayer and healing, meditation and song before the Eucharist. Some of you may be familiar with Mark from the
Annual Men’s Conference, Man-Up Philly. I met Mark some 10+ years ago and can assure you that he is a man of
deep faith. I ask you to make every effort to join us on Sunday Evening at 7PM for a beautiful evening of praise. While
there is no cost to the event, a free-will offering will be taken up to support this good endeavor.

Speaking of things Irish, I share here a beautiful description of Saint Patrick in his own words. While we are familiar
with the green, the shamrocks and the potatoes, how wonderful to know the man who was a Slave turned Saint and
whose relic lies in our main altar! St. Patrick, pray for us.

Peace
Fr. Rogers

Weekly Letter March 8, 2026

A REFLECTION OF ST. PATRICK (In his own words)
My name is Patrick. I am a sinner, a simple country person, and the least of all believers…I was taken into captivity in Ireland,
along with thousands of others. We deserved this, because we had gone away from God, and did not keep his commandments.
It was there that the Lord opened up my awareness of my lack of faith. Even though it came about late, I recognized my
failings. So I turned with all my heart to the Lord my God, and he looked down on my lowliness and had mercy on my youthful
ignorance. He protected me and consoled me as a father does for his son. This is why I cannot be silent – nor would it be good
to do so—about such great blessings and such a gift that the Lord so kindly bestowed in the land of my captivity. This is how
we can repay such blessings, when our lives change and we come to know God, to praise and bear witness to his great
wonders before every nation under heaven. After I arrive in Ireland, I tended sheep every day, and I prayed frequently during
the day. More and more the love of God increased, and my sense of awe before God. Faith grew, and my spirit was moved, so
that in one day I would pray up to one hundred times, and at night perhaps the same. I even remained in the woods on the
mountain and I would rise to pray before dawn in snow and ice and rain. I never felt the worse for it, and I never felt lazy—as I
realize now, the spirit was burning in me at this time…. I remained on in Ireland and that not of my own choosing, until I almost
perished. However it was very good for me, since God straightened me out, and he prepared me for what I would be today. I
was far different then from what I am now, and I have care for others. I must take care not to hide the gift of God which he
has generously given us in the land of my captivity. It was then that I looked for him with all my strength, and there I found
him, he protected me from all evils--- this is what I believe---on account of his Spirit living and working in me to this very
day….So I’ll never stop giving thanks to my God who kept me faithful in that time of my temptation, I can today with
confidence offer my soul to Christ my Lord as a living victim. He is the one who defended me in all my difficulties...Whatever
comes about for me, good or bad, I ought to accept them equally and give thanks to God. He has shown me that I can put my
faith in him without wavering and without end. (Confessions of St. Patrick, 1-3;16-28;33-34)

Easter Flowers & Decorations
R EMEMBE R YOUR LOV ED ONE S A T E A S T E R

Donations are being accepted to help defray the cost of our beautiful Easter decorations in Church. Bring the
names of your loved ones to the parish office no later than Sunday, March 29th to be included in the Easter
bulletin.We are asking for a donation of $10 per name.

(PLEASE WRITE CLEARLY)
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HOPE is a transportation ministry
which provides rides to doctor's
appointments, the grocery store, the
pharmacy and other necessary
errands. Rides require a minimum of
48 hours notice and can be
requested a week in advance.
Volunteer drivers are always
welcome and needed! This parish
transportation ministry is a vital life-
line for those who can't drive. Can
you help? Please contact Debbie
Hastings at 610-304-0631.

HOPE
Transportation

Ministry

Women of Hope
Casserole Schedule

Requested New Items:
Womens Underwear (L &XL)

Body Wash, Lotion, Deodorant, Combs,
Brushes, Small Snack Bags, Bottled

Water
Please leave items in the Loaves and

Fishes closet in the designated basket.

Group 1:
Stuffed Peppers

Group 2:
Chicken Divan on Rice

For the week of Mar. 16

Vin McCormick
484-356-4003

Debbie Hastings
610-304-0631

Ministry of the Week:
Good Works Partner Churches

Coffee &
Donuts
Sunday

After 9am
Mass

Our Good Works Ministry provides basic home repair services to the elderly and
needy in our community. These services are provided on one Saturday each
month. As we have sizable backlog of repairs waiting to be completed, we have
an urgent need for additional volunteers.

For More Info: https://stjosephrc.org/good-works-partner-churches

April 27 at 9am Shotgun Start | Coatesville County Club
Join the Knights of Columbus Council #7208 as we celebrate
St. Joseph Parish 175 Anniversary. Proceeds will benefit
David’s Drive, Honey Brook Food Pantry and the Lord’s
Pantry of Downingtown.

th

Registration:
https://www.kofc7208.com/2026-golf-tournament

St. Joseph Classic: Knights of
Columbus Golf Tournament

For the week of Mar. 9

Debbie Hastings
610-304-0631

Vin McCormick
484-356-4003
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Holy Moments
Each year, the Holy Father asks
for our prayers for a specific
intention each month. Let us
unite our prayers with the Holy
Father:

MARCH: For disarmament and
peace.

Let us pray that nations move
toward effective disarmament,

particularly nuclear
disarmament, and that world

leaders choose the path of
dialogue and diplomacy instead

of violence.

Consider: For anyone
interested in reading and
discussing Catholic literature
about peace - devotional and
theological writings, biography,
and fiction, the Blessed Are the
Peacemakers Group meets First
Mondays of the month from
6:45 PM to 8:15 PM in the
parish meeting center. All are
welcome.

Our Faith & Justice group
meets second Thursday of
each month. Their mission is to
raise awareness of and
motivate action in response to
the Catholic Church’s tradition
of social justice.

Night of
Prayer
Night of
Prayer
Come Walk With Me

No Ticketed Entry Fee. Free-will donations accepted.

The Come Walk With Me evening is a time for us to reflect on our
personal relationship with Jesus Christ. During the evening, the blessed
sacrament will be exposed, and Mark Forrest, Irish tenor, will take you

through an evening of music, reflection, and healing. Consider taking
an hour with the Lord as he invites you to a closer walk with him.

Sunday, March 8 at 7pm in Church

Mark Forrest
Born in Dublin, Ireland, his

melodic voice has filled concert
halls and cathedrals world wide.

Irish Tenor

Adopt-A-Highway Cleanup Service Day
On Saturday, March 14, 9-11 AM, Faith and Justice-CRS are inviting the youth of
our parish to participate in a much-needed winter litter pickup. St. Joseph’s route
is along Lancaster Ave/Business Route 30 between Manor Ave. and the Wawa
near Quarry Road.

This event is open to students in grades 7th - 12th and parent volunteers will be
needed.

To register, please visit https://stjosephrc.org/youth-ministry-service. More
info to follow after we receive your registration.
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LENT
2026

Parish Celebration of 40 Hours
Sunday, March 15 through Tuesday, March 17
Join us for our Annual Eucharistic Devotion. On Sunday
Evening, we will welcome back to our parish Father Chris
Walsh and on Monday Evening, Father Alessandro Giardini.
They will lead us in prayer, reflecting on God’s Word and the
Eucharist.

Throughout 40 Hours, Eucharistic Adoration will take place
in the main church. We invite all parishioners to take this
opportunity to spend time with Our Lord.

The 40 Hours Celebration was institued by St. John
Neumann, who hoped to establish the tradition in the
American Church. Since then, it has become a beloved and
wide-spread tradition both locallly in the Philadelphia area
and other diocese.

Parish Penance Service
Tuesday, March 31
at 7pm in Church

Parish and local priests will be available.

This will be the final opportunity to recieve
the Sacrament of Confession at St. Joseph’s

before Easter.

There will be no confessions on
Wednesday, Apr. 1 or Saturday, Apr. 4

Knights of Columbus:
Fish Fry-Days Return

St. Joseph School Cafeteria | 4:30 to 7:00 PM
Dine In & Walk In & BYOB

~Last Chance~
Mar. 13: https://tinyurl.com/KofCMar13

All meals include french fries, coleslaw and
dessert.

Fish Dinners
(2 Piece) $19.00
(1 Piece) $10.00

Combo Dinner:All $21.50

Soups: All $8.00
MD Crab, Lobster Bisque & NE Clam Chowder

Crab Cake Dinners
(2 Piece) $23.00
(1 Piece) $12.25

Taco Dinners
(2 Piece) $19.00
(1 Piece) $10.00

A Dollar for Dinner
March 21-22, 2026

Our 10 year supporting needy families in
Chester County provide Easter dinner! This
year, we will surpass $40,000 total donations
with your assistance.

th

We are humbly requesting a single dollar from
each family in our Parish. We will be collecting
your donations on March 21 & 22 after all
Masses.

A check will be delivered to The Lord’s Pantry
ofDowningtown, Honey Brook Food Pantry
andMission First Church in Pottstown in time
for themto purchase all that they need. Thank
you for your kindness and generosity!
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Join us Monday, March 30 at 7pm online for a special Divine Mercy
Webinar as we explore the beautiful and *life saving* message of
Divine Mercy revealed to St. Faustina and entrusted to the Church for
our times.
During this inspiring online session, we will reflect on:

The meaning and importance of Divine Mercy
How to grow in trust in Jesus
How Divine Mercy aids the dying and gives them the gift of life
Miracles of Divine Mercy

To register, go to https://forms.gle/UWUKMe31iZouPwKeA
For questions, contact: meigankelly@yahoo.com 215-219-8499

Nourishing Futures in Guatemala
In Guatemala, nutrition classes and savings programs give
mother and families better opportunities to improve their
health, nutrition, and financial well-being. Visit
https://www.crsricebowl.org/stories-of-hope/week-3
to read how your support of Catholic Relief Services Rice
Bowl is helping the Guatemala community thrive.
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Visit the
Parish Library

Come visit! Located in the
Parish Office and open during
Parish Office hours.

Enjoy a large selection of
books and movies to assist
you and your family with your
spiritual reading and devotions
during Lent. The titles include
timeless classics and modern
meditations focusing on the
Passion, repentance and
renewal.

We hope that these resources
help to enrich your Lenten
experience as you prepare for
Easter.

Saturday, Mar. 28 at 11am
(Rain Date Apr. 4)
School Playground

Ages 1-12 welcome, with special
hunting area for children under 5.

Sponsored by
the Knights of Columbus

Annual
Easter Egg Hunt

Divine Mercy Workshop

Partner with us to provide Easter outfits for
children in need in Chester County. Sign up on
Sign-Up Genius by visiting
www.partnersinoutreach.org/signup. Once on
the site, select a child/family, provide your
contact information and submit and you will
receive an email confirmation. Please return
clothing on hangers labeled with the child’s
name and ID code to the Narthex the weekend
of March 14/15, 2026. If you would like us to
shop for you or make a donation, mail your
contribution to Partners in Outreach, P.O. Box
21, Chester Springs, PA 19425 or donate online
at http://www.partnersinoutreach.org.

Operation Easter Outfit
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All high school students are invited to join us for our spring retreat, Trust:
Walking in Faith, taking place May 9th–12th at Gretna Glen. This powerful
weekend will be an opportunity to grow deeper in your relationship with
God, build meaningful friendships, and learn what it truly means to trust Him
in every step of life.

Learn more: https://stjosephrc.org/retreat
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The Businesses listed above make this bulletin possible.

Sign up to get our bulletin in your email each week.  

Go to DiscoverMass.com/subscribe

Please support them when you can.

Diocesan is proud to be printing 

You are invited to help support our Parish! 

For opportunities to ad!rtise, 

please ca" 800-233-8200 

local expertise you can trust

Savings vary. In most states, prices vary based on how you buy. Subject to terms, conditions 

and availability. Allstate Fire and Casualty Ins. Co & a!iliates: 3100 Sanders Rd Northbrook IL 

60062. © 2023 Allstate Insurance Co. MKT00508-1

Brian Roselli

610-444-0300

Broselli@allstate.com

Alex, Brian & Jody
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$33 OFF REPAIRS

CallMattioni.com

484-309-4373

B
R

ANDYWINE VALLE

Y

No

Plus 3 Great Restaurants!  Plus 3 Great Restaurants!
Weddings, Conferences & EventsWeddings, Conferences & EventsWeddings, Conferences & EventsWeddings, Conferences & EventsWeddings, Conferences & Events

Weddings, Conferences & EventsWeddings, Conferences & EventsWeddings, Conferences & EventsWeddings, Conferences & Events
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