
Dear Parishioners,  
 

 Easter blessings and thank you for helping to make our Easter a wonderful celebration of God’s love.  Ever since 
arriving at Saint Joseph’s parish as pastor, I have been amazed and edified by the goodness of this parish community both to 
our parish but also to the local and broader communities.  All of you show such compassion and goodness whenever there is a 
need, especially to those who are less fortunate than we are or who have experienced some loss or tragedy in their lives.  This 
is one of the things that makes this parish family so incredible.   
 

 Since I have been with you, I have not had to talk about finances repeatedly—mostly because of your continuous 
support and generosity. For that, I am very grateful.  But the time has come.  We have a need currently, and I am asking for 
your help.  I know that the circumstances of the past have caused some of our members to be understandably cautious and 
maybe even a bit skeptical, especially where the “Rooted in Faith” campaign is concerned.  You may recall when I arrived at St. 
Joseph’s, the Archdiocese suspended the campaign. Monies that had been pledged up to that point and received since were 
used for all the efforts that we promised such as paying down debt and replacing the roof on the school. 
 

 I believe that it is time to reinstate the “Rooted in Faith” campaign. I am sure that you have seen the bright orange 
cones, ribbons of caution tape and parade of cement trucks filling in the sink holes that have developed in our parking lot.  Like 
many of you, the continued sink holes have been very concerning to us.  We hired an engineering company with special 
expertise in sink holes to investigate these hazards using ground-penetrating radar to prepare a thorough report. The good 
news is we now have a clear solution. The not so good news is the solution is estimated to cost between $350,000 and 
$500,000. I am asking for your help to pay for this necessary expense. By re-instituting the “Rooted in Faith” campaign, we can 
assure that all money given for this project will remain in the parish and be used solely for this project.   
 

 There is more good news. Our engineering company has assured us that we can safely go forward with the St. Joseph 
Parish Festival. After the Parish Festival, we will begin the process of fixing the parking lot. We expect the work will be 
completed in plenty of time for the start of the new school year.  
 

 So you see my friends, I am asking for your help and hoping that you will come to the aid of the parish once again.  This 
is not the fault of any one person or group of people, it is a problem that has developed over time and will only get worse the 
longer we wait. Now is the time. I am asking that you join me in working for the good of our parish, both now and in the many 
years to come.   
 

 As we walk together down this path, expect to see updates on both the progress of fundraising and on the parking lot 
repair itself. I already look forward to being able to share with you that we have met our goal and the parking lot is no longer a 
concern. We start today. You can donate in a variety of ways: 
 

• Via check addressed to St. Joseph Parish and “Rooted in Faith” in the memo line. Remember, all money donated to 
the Rooted in Faith campaign will directly fund the parking lot. 

• Online via https://stjosephrc.org/give-make-a-payment. Click the “Secure Payment Portal” link and be sure to 
enter your donation on the “Rooted in Faith” line. One-time donations and recurring payments are greatly 
appreciated. 

 

 Know that I am grateful for your help, however big or small.  I know that even during these difficult times for all of us, 
this parish rises to the challenge repeatedly. I cannot thank you enough. I feel so blessed to be the Pastor of this family of faith. 
 
 

God bless all of you, 
 
 

Pastor 

https://stjosephrc.org/give-make-a-payment

