
 
 

Baptisms  
2nd & 4th Sundays of the Month @ 12:30pm 

 

Reconciliation  
Saturdays: 3:00 PM – 3:45 PM  

Marriages 
Please contact the office to set up an 

appointment at least 1 year in advance 
  

Adoration/Confession 
December 12– 6:00pm-7:00pm 

Weekend Mass Schedule 
 

 Mass Times - Saturday: 4:00 PM  

Sunday: 8:00AM & 10:30AM  
 

8AM, 4PM & 10:30 AM are livestreamed each week 
from the St. Francis Website) 

 
 

Weekday Mass Schedule 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday at 8:30 AM. 

There will be NO daily Mass on Wednesday. 
 

Parish Office Hours 
 

Monday—Thursday: 9:00—2:00      Friday: Closed  

St. Francis of Assisi Parish 

 December 11, 2022 



 

Mass  Intentions for the  
Week  Ahead 

Saturday, December 10 
4:00 pm David M. O’Connell 
 
 

 

Sunday, December 11 
8:00 am Maurice Daigle 
10:30 am Thomas Bertini, Sr. 
 William Glynn & Jon Glynn 
 Timothy Daley 
 Rosa Zigrino 
 Edward T. Roark 
  
Monday, December 12 
8:30 am Charles Sullivan 
 
Tuesday, December 13 
8:30 am Marianne Lafford 
 
Wednesday, December 14 
                    No Mass 
 
Thursday, December 15 
8:30am   Parishioners of St. Francis 
 
Friday, December 16 
8:30 am All parishioners experiencing illness, 

anyone undergoing surgery and all 
special intentions 

 
Saturday, December 17 
4:00 pm Parishioners of St. Francis 
 
Sunday, December 18 
8:00 am  Theresa Arpin 
10:30 am Baby Noah Charles Andrews 
 Monique Blanchette 
 The Sullivan family & Karen Nielson 
 Sue Dooley 
 Robert & Carmel Farley 

 

PASTORAL STAFF 
 

Administrator             
Reverend Kevin Sepe  
 
Assisting Clergy       
Reverend Jack Farrell 
 
Permanent Deacons    
Deacon Mike Tompkins    
deaconmike@saintfrancis.net  
 

Deacon Eric Peabody 
deaconeric@saintfrancis.net  
 
Finance and Operations Manager  
Andrea Sevigny 
Businessmanager@saintfrancis.net 
 

Faith Formation Coordinator/Baptisms 
Dawn Bastien 
dbastien@saintfrancis.net  

 
 

Music Director                                   
David Keefe 
dkeefe@saintfrancis.net 
 
 

Communications/Parish Events     
Debbie Hovanasian 
dhovanasian@saintfrancis.net 
 

Administrative Assistant/Bulletin Editor 
Christine Puopolo 
Cpuopolo@saintfrancis.net 
 

Facilities Manager/Security                           
Paul Barr 
pbarr@saintfrancis.net 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mission Statement 
Our mission at St. Francis of Assisi is to faithfully 

fulfill the teachings of Jesus Christ.  Centered in the 
celebration of the Sunday Eucharist and the 

sacramental life of the Catholic Church, we strive 
to create an atmosphere of spiritual development. 
By reaching out and welcoming others, our faith 

community continues to provide dignity and 
improve the quality of life for all those we serve. 

Parish Office 
978-452-6611 

 
 

Faith Formation Office 
978-453-4460 

 
 

Parish Website 
www.saintfrancis.net 

115 Wheeler Road  
P.O. Box 609 

 Dracut, MA 01826  
 
 
 

General Questions 
can be directed to  
info@saintfrancis. 

net  



Cookie Walk/Raffle Update and Appreciation 
All we can say is, wow!   Thanks to all of you who 
joined us for the fun, and a special thank you to 
all who contributed in any way.   

At St. Francis, the generosity of time, talent and 
treasure is truly remarkable. 

Some were thanked last week — more thanks to 
come! 

Thank you from Father Kevin 

I, along with Deacon Mike and Deacon Eric, 
extend our sincere gratitude to all who supported 
last weekend’s Advent-ure Cookie Walk and 
Raffle.   

If you attended the event, bought cookies and 
took a chance on raffles, thank you sincerely for 
joining us. 

To the Steering Committee, staff, volunteers, 
security, bakers, basket makers, sponsors, gift 
card donors, Knights of Columbus, Gold Tones, 
and all who participated in any way in bringing 
this extraordinary event to our parish and the 
greater community — I extend a very special 
thank you for your generosity. 

It was my first Cookie Walk and Raffle here at St. 
Francis. I was very impressed with the details, the 
creativity, the beautiful baskets and gifts, the 
music, the children’s craft rooms, set-up of the 
hall and decorating, hot dog supper, North Pole 
Café, Photo Spot, the Grand Raffle, the upbeat 
spirit, and, of course, the wonderful cookies! 

I’ve heard high praise from many people and 
appreciate the excitement this brought to our 
parish — especially reaching out to our young 
families. 

It’s also a bonus that we had many visitors who 
were able to come and see all we have to offer 
here at St. Francis of Assisi Parish.  

The parish’s welcoming spirit was alive and well.  
May the Lord bless all of you for your kindness 
and generosity. 

Fr. Kevin 

Congratulations to all the winners! 

Grand Raffle Donors 

Fr. Kevin Sepe 

Ray and Linda Carolan 

Fran and John Boss 

Denise, Fred & Dean Marion 

Debbie & Jack Hovanasian 

Ann Lessieur  

M. L. Shaw’s 

Owen & Ollie’s 

Sharon and Rick Coram 

Sharon and Don Chelton 

Suzanne and Bob Conroy 

Talk of the Town Hair Salon 

Collette & Don Piche 

Peggy Hill 

Anonymous 

Additional Raffle Basket Donation: 

Dave & Rebecca Sullivan family 

ADVENT-ures 

Fr. Kevin, Lunch with Fr. Kevin 

Caroline Zuk, Winter Walk at Saja Farm 

State Representative Colleen Garry (Tour of the 
State House) 

Farmer Dave (Family of 4 Pick-Your-Own) 

Deacon Mike & Danni Tompkins (Dinner in their 
home/tour wine-making) 

Jerry Serra Photography (two photo sessions) 

Cheryl Bosia (Cheryl B Photography) 

The Cheltons, Corams, Hovanasians, Carolans & 
Kuligs (Parker Village Progressive Dinner) 

Elaine Ford (4 tickets to Canobie Lake Park) 

 



A Reading From the Book of the Prophet 
Isaiah 
 
The desert and the parched land will exult; 
the steppe will rejoice and bloom. 
They will bloom with abundant flowers, 
and rejoice with joyful song. 
The glory of Lebanon will be given to them, 
the splendor of Carmel and Sharon; 
they will see the glory of the LORD, 
the splendor of our God. 
Strengthen the hands that are feeble, 
make firm the knees that are weak, 
say to those whose hearts are frightened: 
Be strong, fear not! Here is your God, 
he comes with vindication; with divine 
recompense he comes to save you. 
Then will the eyes of the blind be opened, 
the ears of the deaf be cleared and the lame leap 
like a stag, then the tongue of the mute will sing. 
Those whom the LORD has ransomed will return 
and enter Zion singing, crowned with everlasting 
joy; they will meet with joy and gladness, 
sorrow and mourning will flee.  
 
The Word of the Lord. ~ Thanks be to God 

A Reading From the Gospel according to 
Matthew 
 
When John the Baptist heard in prison of the 
works of the Christ, he sent his disciples to Jesus 
with this question, "Are you the one who is to 
come, or should we look for another?" Jesus said 
to them in reply, "Go and tell John what you hear 
and see: the blind regain their sight, the lame 
walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead 
are raised, and the poor have the good news 
proclaimed to them. And blessed is the one who 
takes no offense at me." As they were going off, 
Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John, 
"What did you go out to the desert to see? 
A reed swayed by the wind? 
Then what did you go out to see? 
Someone dressed in fine clothing? 
Those who wear fine clothing are in royal palaces. 
Then why did you go out?  To see a prophet? 
Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 
This is the one about whom it is written: 
Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of 
you; he will prepare your way before you. 
Amen, I say to you, among those born of women 
there has been none greater than John the 
Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is 
greater than he."  
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
~ Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 

A Reading from the  Letter of Saint James 
 
Be patient, brothers and sisters, 
until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer 
waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being 
patient with it until it receives the early and the 
late rains. You too must be patient. Make your 
hearts firm, because the coming of the Lord is at 
hand. Do not complain, brothers and sisters, 
about one another, that you may not be judged. 
Behold, the Judge is standing before the gates. 
Take as an example of hardship and patience, 
brothers and sisters, the prophets who spoke in 
the name of the Lord.  
 
The Word of the Lord. ~ Thanks be to God 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

I wait for the Lord; My soul waits for his Word. 
 

 

R. Alleluia, alleluia.  

R. (cf. Is 35:4)  Lord, come and save us.  

 

 



January 13, 2023 10:00 AM 

Parish hall (St Dominics classroom) 

The Gifts, the Groans and  
the Cheers of Aging 

Support Group 

In her book “The Gift of Years”, author Joan 
Chittister reminds us: “death comes at any time, 
but AGE comes to only the truly 
blessed”. 

Perhaps you are: 
-  Retired and feeling removed, 
-  Have time on your hands but little   
direction, 
-  Experienced people in your life who 
have moved away or  passed away, 

 - Feeling alone, isolated, needing friends and 
social interaction 
 - Interested in meeting new people and visiting 
new places at this age and stage of  life ...  

We warmly invite you to join our soon-
to-be support group as we share the 
learned lessons and countless blessings 
we’ve acquired  leading to this new 
stage of  life. 

 

Sunday, December 11 

· Deliver gifts to Giving Tree 

· Begin Women’s Connection Advent 
Joy Reflection (online from home) 

Monday, December 12 

Exposition, Adoration & Confession 6pm 
to 7pm — followed by Prayer Group 

Dec. 18 & 20 

Decorate Church for Christmas    
(helpers welcome) 

Sunday, Dec. 18 after the 10:30am Mass 
to bring decorations, trees, manger, etc. 

down from loft (15 minutes) 

Tuesday, Dec. 20 at 1pm to set up all 
decorations, flowers, trees, manger. 

Advent through Baptism 

Christmas Eve: 4pm and 8pm 

Christmas Day 

8am & 10:30am 

Sunday Jan. 1 , 2023 

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE HOLY 
MOTHER OF GOD  

Sunday, Jan. 8 : Epiphany of the Lord 

Monday, Jan. 9:  Baptism of the Lord 



The next date for 
Adora on/

Confession will be 
December 12th, 
from 6:00-7:00 

Faith Formation Update 

Classes this week will be on 
December 11th, 12th and 13th. 

Thank you!  

Liturgical Guidelines at Mass 
 
I would like to offer us three liturgical points to 
ponder as we prepare for the Coming of Christ. 
  
1.) Arrive promptly for Mass. Plan to be seated in 
church 15 minutes prior to the start of Mass. 
Even our physicians insist on having patients 
arrive 15 minutes prior to an appointment! My 
father taught me,  “You wait for God, never let 
God wait for you.” 
 
We cannot expect to be free of distractions 
during Mass if we have not recollected ourselves 
prior to the start of Mass. Walking in two 
minutes before Mass will never suffice for proper 
preparation. The sad truth is that many who 
arrive late are habitually tardy. [The priests’ view 
from the altar is very clear.] 
  
2.) The General Instruction of the Roman Missal 
addresses the importance of silence in church. 
“Even before the celebration itself, it is a 
praiseworthy practice for silence to be observed 
in the church, in the sacristy, in the vesting 
room, and in adjacent areas, so that all may 
dispose themselves to carry out the sacred 
celebration in a devout and fitting manner.” {45} 
Small talk and banter can take place in the hall, 
in the foyer or outside after Mass. It is important 
to be considerate to those who are attempting to 
open the ears of their hearts to the Lord. 
  
3.) After communion the congregation is 
welcome to be seated after the Blessed 
Sacrament has been reposed to the tabernacle 
and the door is closed. This too is a period of 
silent thanksgiving as we acknowledge the 
Sacred Gift we have received. 
 
Peace, 
Father Kevin 

Liturgical decorating help needed:  
2 opportunities to help… 

Sunday, December 18th after the 10:30 Mass 
to bring decorations, trees, manger, etc. 
down from the loft.  (15 minutes of time) 

Tuesday, December 20th, 1:00pm - To set up 
all decorations, flowers, trees, manger, etc.  
Thank you in advance! 

A note from Father Kevin 
 
On behalf of our Parish, I would like to extend 
our sincere gratitude and prayers to Mr. Jack 
Wasylak for his generous gift of coordinating and 
personally installing the new drain and sloped 
paved walkway to our front entrance. In addition, 
I want to thank Mr. Doug Perry, plant manager of 
Brox industries, for the gift of five tons of hot-mix 
asphalt and R.D. Vinal and Son's for their 
generous donation of machinery and labor. May 
the Lord's choicest blessings come upon them for 
their kindness and generosity to our Parish 
family. 



 

The second collection for December is 
as follows: 

December 3 & 4—Stability Fund 

PLEASE JOIN US!! 

St. Francis Men’s Group will meet on Saturday,  
December 17th, from 8:00am—9:00am in 
the downstairs hall.  Our guest speaker will be 

Father Bill Sheehan.  All men 18 and older are 
invited to join us.  A full breakfast will be served.  
This is a great opportunity for some fellowship 
among the men of St. Francis. If you have any 
questions or comments, please email Deacon 

Mike at deaconmike@saintfrancis.net.  Hope to 
see you there! 

AT HOME VISITS    
 
If you or a loved one would like a pastoral visit at 
your home, to receive Holy Communion from 
Deacons Mike or Eric, please contact the parish 
office at 978-452-6611.  We are here to serve you, 
please reach out anytime.    
 

WEEKLY 
OFFERTORY 

Weekend of 
November 

26/27 
 

Fiscal Year 
To Date 

Fiscal YTD 
Aver. Per 

week 

Offertory and 
Stability Needed  

 
$10,231 

 
$225,082 

 
$10,231 

Actuals Received 
(mass, mail, online) 

 
$5,337 

                                           
$226,182 

 
$10,281 

Shor all/
Overage 

      
        -$4,894 

  
      +$1,100 

 
        +50 

GRAND ANNUAL as of December 1st 

$37,970 

Christmas Giving Tree 

Please bring your gifts wrapped and with gift 
tags firmly attached. 

Gifts must be returned by  December 11th so 
they can be sorted and delivered. 

Thank you for your kindness and generosity! 

 

A Note from Paul Gauthier 
_____________________________ 

 
During this Advent season, I would like to thank 
all of you who helped out in any way in our St. 
Francis Garden Ministry, whether it be 
providing plants, working in the flower gardens 
and the vegetable garden, delivering produce to 
the food bank, or just coming to the garden to 
visit us and provide moral support.  

 
Please know that your support helped us to 
provide 1300 lbs. of fresh produce to the 
Merrimack Valley Food Bank and in turn, to 
people in need.  Special thanks to Carolyn Zuk 
of Saja Farm for providing most of the vegetable 
plants for the garden, and to Bob Berube, for 
helping us prepare the garden soil for planting, 
and then helping us to put the garden plot to 
rest for the winter.   

 
I also want to thank all those who put together 
the wonderful dedication ceremony for Cecilia 
Mancini's garden. The turnout showed just how 
special Cecilia was to all of us and to the garden 
ministry. Now I am looking forward to our next 
season of growing together. As you plan your 
2023 home gardens, keep in mind that you can 
donate some of your excess vegetables to the 
garden ministry to be delivered to the food bank 
so we can help more people.            


