
 
 

Baptisms  
2nd & 4th Sundays of the Month @ 12:30pm 

 

Reconciliation  
Saturdays: 3:00 PM – 3:45 PM  

Marriages 
Please contact the office to set up an 

appointment at least 1 year in advance 
  

Adoration/Confession 
January 23– 6:00pm-7:00pm 

Weekend Mass Schedule 
 

 Mass Times - Saturday: 4:00 PM  

Sunday: 8:00AM & 10:30AM  
 

8AM, 4PM & 10:30 AM are livestreamed each week 
from the St. Francis Website) 

 
 

Weekday Mass Schedule 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday at 8:30 AM. 

There will be NO daily Mass on Wednesday. 
 

Parish Office Hours 
 

Monday—Thursday: 9:00—2:00      Friday: Closed  

St. Francis of Assisi Parish 

 January 22, 2023 



 

Mass  Intentions for the  
Week  Ahead 

Saturday, January 21 
4:00 pm Lorraine Coughlin 
 
 

 

Sunday, January 22 
8:00 am Marcia Brasil 
10:30 am Michael Romanowski 
 Richard Burgess 
 Gerald Lussier 
 Patricia Rodziewicz 
 
Monday, January 23 
8:30 am Charles Sullivan & The Sullivan Family 
 
Tuesday, January 24 
8:30 am Parishioners of St. Francis 
 
Wednesday, January 25 
                    No Mass 
 
Thursday, January 26 
8:30am   Marcia Siara 
 
Friday, January 27 
8:30 am All parishioners experiencing illness, 

anyone undergoing surgery and all 
special intentions 

 
Saturday, January 28 
4:00 pm Edward and Julia DiGiovanni 
 
Sunday, January 29 
8:00 am  Parishioners of St. Francis 
10:30 am Karen Morency 
  
 
 
 
 

 

PASTORAL STAFF 
 

Administrator             
Reverend Kevin Sepe  
 
Assisting Clergy       
Reverend Jack Farrell 
 
Permanent Deacons    
Deacon Mike Tompkins    
deaconmike@saintfrancis.net  
 

Deacon Eric Peabody 
deaconeric@saintfrancis.net  
 
Finance and Operations Manager  
Andrea Sevigny 
Businessmanager@saintfrancis.net 
 

Faith Formation Coordinator/Baptisms 
Dawn Bastien 
dbastien@saintfrancis.net  

 
 

Music Director                                   
David Keefe 
dkeefe@saintfrancis.net 
 
 

Communications/Parish Events     
Debbie Hovanasian 
dhovanasian@saintfrancis.net 
 

Administrative Assistant/Bulletin Editor 
Christine Puopolo 
Cpuopolo@saintfrancis.net 
 

Facilities Manager/Security                           
Paul Barr 
pbarr@saintfrancis.net 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mission Statement 
Our mission at St. Francis of Assisi is to faithfully 

fulfill the teachings of Jesus Christ.  Centered in the 
celebration of the Sunday Eucharist and the 

sacramental life of the Catholic Church, we strive 
to create an atmosphere of spiritual development. 
By reaching out and welcoming others, our faith 

community continues to provide dignity and 
improve the quality of life for all those we serve. 

Parish Office 
978-452-6611 

 
 

Faith Formation Office 
978-453-4460 

 
 

Parish Website 
www.saintfrancis.net 

115 Wheeler Road  
P.O. Box 609 

 Dracut, MA 01826  
 
 
 

General Questions 
can be directed to  
info@saintfrancis. 

net  



Will we be doing VBS this year? 

This is the time of year that parents are looking 
into summer camps for their children.  We’ve 
heard from a few families already whether we’ll 
be hosting Vacation Bible School this year. 

We do not have plans for VBS this year  as our  
last summer camp was not as highly attended as 
in previous years. 

The resources needed are a huge commitment if 
the attendance is not at the levels as in previous 
years. 

The good news: We’ve found a new way to 
bring faith and fun to the children in the 
summer, keeping them connected in a 
way that is inclusive of all families. 

Why something new?  We’ve heard from 
families whose children are not local during the 
day and from parents who are working (meaning 
they cannot drop off their children at 9am and 
pick up at noon five days in one week). 

Others are on vacation during the week of VBS. 

As a result, we sought out a new way to include 
more families in the summer fun (and SON!) at 
no cost to the families. 

LET THE SON SHINE 

The family events hosted over last summer — 
Cupcakes on the Plaza, Movie Night, Let’s Go 
Camping, St. Francis of Assisi Pizza Party — 
brought in families that were not able to go to 
VBS during the day; plus many of those who 
typically attend VBS.  Win-win! 

We plan to use a similar format this year and 
will share our summer events and schedule after 
Easter.   

Do you have ideas?  Please let us know and 
we’ll take it into consideration as we plan our Let 
the SON Shine Series 2023!  Email ideas to 
Debbie at info@saintfrancis.net.  

Teens or middle schoolers who’d like to help 
at these events for service hours are welcome! 

Join us for Brunch & Fun! 

Parishioners/friends of ALL ages  

Snow Much Fun! 
10:30am Mass & Brunch 

Sunday, Jan. 29 

Faith — Family — Friendship — Fun 

Mass with a Children’s Homily by Father 
Kevin followed by Brunch in the hall 

No admission fee 

Home-baked goods, fruit, cheese and 
crackers, sausages, mini quiche & more 

Do you want to build a snowman? 

Lauren Tompkins has planned two “indoor” 
snowman crafts — one designed for older 
children and another for the little ones.  

Build a snowman and take it home! 

St. Francis the Snowman  

Family Photo Spot 

Learn about the Patron Saint of Winter, 
Saint Dimitar of Thessaloniki  

 

Hospitality help wanted!  If you would 
like to help us out from 10am to 1pm, email 

info@saintfrancis.net. All are welcome! 



A Reading From the Book of the Prophet 
Isaiah 
 
First the Lord degraded the land of Zebulun 
and the land of Naphtali; but in the end he has 
glorified the seaward road, the land west of the 
Jordan, the District of the Gentiles. 

Anguish has taken wing, dispelled is darkness: 
for there is no gloom where but now there was 
distress. 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a 
great light; upon those who dwelt in the land of 
gloom a light has shone. 
You have brought them abundant joy and great 
rejoicing, as they rejoice before you as at the 
harvest, as people make merry when dividing 
spoils. For the yoke that burdened them, the 
pole on their shoulder, and the rod of their 
taskmaster you have smashed, as on the day of 
Midian. 
 
The Word of the Lord. ~ Thanks be to God 

A Reading From the Gospel according to 
Matthew 
 
When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, 
he withdrew to Galilee. He left Nazareth and 
went to live in Capernaum by the sea, in the 
region of Zebulun and Naphtali, that what had 
been said through Isaiah the prophet might be 
fulfilled: 

Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, 
the way to the sea, beyond the Jordan, 
Galilee of the Gentiles, the people who sit in 
darkness have seen a great light, on those 
dwelling in a land overshadowed by death 
light has arisen. 

From that time on, Jesus began to preach and 
say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.” 

As he was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw 
two brothers, Simon who is called Peter, and 
his brother Andrew, casting a net into the sea; 
they were fishermen. He said to them, 
“Come after me, and I will make you fishers of 
men.” At once they left their nets and followed 
him. He walked along from there and saw two 
other brothers, James, the son of Zebedee, and 
his brother John. They were in a boat, with 
their father Zebedee, mending their nets. 
He called them, and immediately they left their 
boat and their father and followed him. 
He went around all of Galilee, teaching in their 
synagogues, proclaiming the gospel of the 
kingdom, and curing every disease and illness 
among the people. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
~ Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 

A Reading from the  Letter of Saint Paul to 
Corinthians 
 
I urge you, brothers and sisters, in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree in 
what you say, and that there be no divisions 
among you, but that you be united in the same 
mind and in the same purpose. For it has been 
reported to me about you, my brothers and 
sisters, by Chloe’s people, that there are rivalries 
among you. 
I mean that each of you is saying, “I belong to 
Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to 
Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 
Is Christ divided? 
Was Paul crucified for you? 
Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 
For Christ did not send me to baptize but to 
preach the gospel, and not with the wisdom of 
human eloquence, so that the cross of Christ 
might not be emptied of its meaning.  
 
The Word of the Lord. ~ Thanks be to God 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Your words, O Lord, give joy to my heart, your 
teaching is light to my eyes. 
 
 

 

R. Alleluia, alleluia.  

R. (1a) The Lord is my light and my 
salvation.  

 



The next date for 
Adora on/

Confession will be 
January 23, from 

6:00-7:00 

A strong foundation of challenging academics, 
emotional and social support, and a sense of 
community are some of the many opportunities 
students at the Academy of Notre Dame - 
Tyngsboro are provided. In this ever changing 
world, a child receiving a top-tier education 
while also learning humility, charity, as well as 
the foundations of the Catholic faith is more 
appealing than ever before. NDA provides 
students ranging from Pre-Kindergarten to 
Seniors a learning environment that is full day, 
co-educational, and academically rigorous - 
teaching students how to think critically, 
collaborate with their peers, and embrace their 
individual strengths.  
 
The Academy offers tours with the Director of 
Admissions, Mrs. Charlotte Kelly, Monday 
through Friday but are by appointment only. If 
interested in touring, please contact the office at 
Admissions@ndatyngsboro.org or call             
978-649-7611, ext. 351. You may also request a 
tour and shadow day (grades 3 and up) online; 
tours are available during the academic year, 
including school vacation weeks, and throughout 
the summer.  

GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE 
DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF 

SCRIPTURE 
January 22, 2023 

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
When I was a young seminarian, I asked a wise 
old priest how to pray better. He said simply, 
“Don’t lie when you pray.” He helped me to see 
how much energy I waste in trying to appear 
acceptable to God when I pray. For me, prayer 
was showing off for God and hiding what was 
ugly. 
 
It’s stunning that the Gospel of Matthew tells us 
of Jesus, “He left Nazareth and went to live in 
Capernaum by the sea, in the region of Zebulon 
and Naphtali…” This isn’t just the Lord’s 
relocation up north. It’s his moving into places of 
shame and defeat. This region was where the 
enemy invasion of Israel began centuries before. 
Jesus left the comfortable confines of Nazareth 
and sought out a place of darkness, not to bring 
shame, but to announce the dawning of his light. 
 
When we pray, we usually prefer Jesus to stay put 
in our little Nazareths — where we feel 
comfortable, successful, and in control. But he 
moves. He re-locates into the Zebulons and 
Naphtalis of our shame, embarrassment, fear, 
and sense of being defeated. The question for us 
is: will we allow him to take up residence in those 
places in our prayer time? Will we talk to him 
honestly about our places of darkness? If we do, 
we’re no longer lying when we pray. 
 
— Father John Muir 

 



PLEASE JOIN US!! 

St. Francis Men’s Group will meet on Saturday,  
January 28th, from 8:00am—9:00am in 
the downstairs hall.  Our guest speaker will be         

Fr. Bill Murphy, Director of Spiritual 
Formation at Pope St. John XXIII National 

Seminary. We will be discussing the 3 steps to 
spiritual growth.  All men 18 and older are invited 
to join us.  A full breakfast will be served.  This is 
a great opportunity for some fellowship among 

the men of St. Francis. If you have any questions 
or comments, please email Deacon Mike at 

deaconmike@saintfrancis.net.  Hope to see you 
there! 

Faith Formation Update 
We will begin Faith Formation this 

weekend,  January 22nd. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We know that the holidays and the winter 
months can be a difficult time especially for 
people  experiencing grief and those who are 
feeling isolated. Please know that St Francis 
Stephen Ministers are here to support you in 
your need. 
We are specially trained care-givers who provide 
emotional and spiritual care to persons facing a 
crisis such as grief, serious illness, loneliness 
and many other transitions of life. All 
information shared is confidential. Please visit 
Saintfrancis.net for more info or send an email 
to dracutstephenministry@gmail.com 

 
A Stephen minister will be at the parish 
information desk after the Masses on the 
weekend of January 21/22 if you wish to reach 
out or have any questions. 
 

 

 

PLEASE SAVE THE DATE! 

Upcoming A.C.T.S. Retreats: 

Men’s Retreat: February 16-19, 2023 

Women’s Retreat: September 14-17, 2023 

For more information please visit: 

www.theholyrood.org/acts or 
info@saintfrancis.net 

Sponsored by the ACTS Core of The Holy Rood 
Collaborative. 

There will be a representative from the ACTS 
retreat available in the lobby this weekend, 
January 21st & 22nd,  after all the Masses to 
answer any questions you may have about the 
Retreats. 

THANK YOU!! 

The Saint Vincent DePaul society would 
like to extend a sincere thank you to all 
the parishioners that supported the 
Giving Tree. We were able to help many 
families in need this Christmas due to 
your generosity! 

 



 

The second collections for January are 
as follows: 

January 7 & 8—Stability Fund 

January 21 & 22—Church in Latin   
                       America 

WEEKLY 
OFFERTORY 

Weekend of 
Jan. 7th/Jan. 

8th 
 

Fiscal Year 
To Date 

Fiscal YTD 
Aver. Per 

week 

Offertory and 
Stability Needed  

 
$10,231 

 
$286,468 

 
$10,231 

Actuals Received 
(mass, mail, online) 

 
$12,365 

                                           
$293,457 

 
$10,481 

Shor all/
Overage 

      
       $+2,134 

  
     $+6,989 

              
     $+250 

GRAND ANNUAL as of January 12th 

$50,695 

Introducing our New QR Code! 

In addition to our monthly Offertory Program, 
our new QR Code powered by Givebutter 
makes giving easier.  To make a donation to the 
church, point your camera phone toward the QR 
Code. 

A prompt “Open givebutter.com” will appear. 
Click on the prompt and a series of Offertory 
amounts will pop up.  Click on the amount. 

The next screen allows you to add your financial 
information (credit card, venmo, PayPal). And 
you’re done! 

If you have questions, give us a call in the office 
(978-452-6611) or email info@saintfrancis.net. 

CHURCH IN LATIN AMERICA  

This week’s second collection supports various 
pastoral projects throughout Latin America and 
the Caribbean.  The Collection for the Church in 
Latin America funds the work of evangelization, 
formation of the laity, religious and seminarians, 
as well as youth ministry and catechesis.  Please 
visit www.usccb.org/catholic-giving/
opportunities-for-giving/latin-america/
index.cfm for more information. 

Thank you for your support! 


