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Welcome! 
If you are new to our parish or just traveling through, welcome! 

 
https://www.stisidorecatholicparish.com/ 

YouTube Channel:  St. Isidore Catholic Parish – Hollandale, WI 

 

On 'Moralistic Therapeutic Deism' as U.S. Teenagers' 
Actual, Tacit, De Facto Religious Faith 

by Christian Smith (continued from last week) 

First, Moralistic Therapeutic Deism is about inculcating 
a moralistic approach to life.  It believes that central to 
living a good and happy life is being a good, moral 
person.  That means being nice, kind, pleasant, 
respectful, and responsible; working on self-
improvement; taking care of one's health; and doing 
one's best to be successful.  One seventeen-year-old 
white Mormon boy from Utah said this very clearly: "I 
believe in, well, my whole religion is where you try to be 
good and, ah, if you're not good then you should just try 
to get better, that's all."  Being moral in this faith means 
being the kind of person who other people will like, 
fulfilling one's personal potential, and not being socially 
disruptive or interpersonally obnoxious…  Feeling good 
about oneself is thus also an essential aspect of living a 
moral life, according to this dominant de facto teenage 
religious faith.  Which leads to our next point. 

Moralistic Therapeutic Deism is also about providing 
therapeutic benefits to its adherents.  This is not a 
religion of repentance from sin, of keeping the Sabbath, 
of living as a servant of a sovereign divine, of steadfastly 
saying one's prayers, of faithfully observing high holy 
days, of building character through suffering, of basking 
in God's love and grace, of spending oneself in gratitude 
and love for the cause of social justice, etc.  Rather, 
what appears to be the actual dominant religion among 
U.S. teenagers is centrally about feeling good, happy, 
secure, at peace.  It is about attaining subjective well-
being, being able to resolve problems, and getting along 
amiably with other people.  One fifteen-year-old 
Hispanic conservative Protestant girl from Florida 
expressed the therapeutic benefits of her faith in these 
terms: "God is like someone who is always there for 
you; I don't know, it's like God is God.  He's just like 
somebody that'll always help you go through whatever 
you're going through.  When I became a Christian, I was 
just praying, and it always made me feel better." … 

Finally, Moralistic Therapeutic Deism is about belief in a 
particular kind of God, one who exists, created the 
world, and defines our general moral order, but not one 
who is particularly personally involved in our affairs — 
especially affairs in which we would prefer not to have 
God involved.  Most of the time, the God of this faith 
keeps a safe distance.  He is often described by teens as 
"watching over everything from above" and "the 
creator of everything and is just up there now 
controlling everything."   
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“By your perseverance you will secure your lives.” – Luke 21:19 

 

For many teens — as with adults — God sometimes does get 
involved in people's lives, but usually only when they call 
upon him, which is usually when they have some trouble or 
problem or bad feeling that they want resolved.  In this 
sense, the Deism here is revised from its classical 
eighteenth-century version by the Therapeutic qualifier, 
making the distant God selectively available for taking care 
of needs.  As this fourteen-year-old white mainline 
Protestant boy from Colorado said, "I believe there's a God, 
so sometimes when I'm in trouble or in danger, then I'll start 
thinking about that."  Like the Deistic God of the eighteenth-
century philosophers, the God of contemporary teenage 
Moralistic Therapeutic Deism is primarily a divine Creator 
and Law-Giver.  He designed the universe and establishes 
moral law and order.  But this God is not Trinitarian, he did 
not speak through the Torah or the prophets of Israel, was 
never resurrected from the dead, and does not fill and 
transform people through his Spirit. 

 

(to be continued…) 

 

 

“Prophet Malachi” on the Rivestimento Marmoreo 
della Santa Casa in Loreto 

(16th century) by Girolamo Lombardo 
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  Masses for the Week 

Monday, November 14th 

     No Mass 
 

Tuesday, November 15th 
Saint Albert the Great, 
Bishop and Doctor of the Church 
     4:00 pm – Argyle 
          + Fr. Cy Weisensel 
 

Wednesday, November 16th 

Saint Margaret of Scotland 
     8:00 am – Blanchardville 
          + Bernie Koch 
 

Thursday, November 17th 
Saint Elizabeth of Hungary, 
Religious 
     8:00 am – Hollandale 
          + David Lee 
 

Friday, November 18th 
Saint Rose Philippine Duchesne, 
Virgin 
     8:00 am – Hollandale 
          Julia Johnson 
 

Saturday, November 19th 
     4:00 pm – Blanchardville 
          Ron Anderson 
 

Sunday, November 20th 
Our Lord Jesus Christ,  
King of the Universe 
     8:15 am – Argyle 
          St. Isidore Parishioners 
     10:30 am – Hollandale 
          Deceased members of the  
            Conway family 

Liturgical Roles 
Saturday, November 19th 
   Immaculate Conception 
     Lector:  Virginia McGowan  
     Eucharistic:  Patty Powers 
 

Sunday, November 20th 

   St. Joseph 
     Lector:  Peg Rasch 
     Eucharistic:  Diana Pederson 
 

   St. Patrick 
     Lector:  Jason Lawinger 
     Eucharistic:  Jim Sigg 
 
 

 
 

Financial Outlook 
 Week Ended 10/2/22 

Actual Parish Envelope & Offertory Collection $2,197.00 

Collections – Fiscal Year to Date $33,826.02 

Amount Needed – Fiscal Year to Date $37,800.00 

 

 

 

  From the Pastor’s Desk 
Dear St. Isidore Family, 

I feel like this is said every year, but it is sad how we have such a “hurry up to the next holiday” mentality in our 
culture.  It seems to be getting worse.  As soon as Halloween is finished, the Christmas decorations are up.  The 
day after Christmas, Valentines candies are in the stores.  We need to reclaim, especially in the Church, the 
ability to allow times and seasons to be on their own. 

First, please remember that Christmas begins the evening of December 24, not in November.  The Christmas 
season lasts until, at the earliest, the Baptism of the Lord (January 9) or, at the latest, the Presentation of the 
Lord (February 2).  Before Christmas, we have Advent, a special season with its own wonderful traditions and 
meaning.  More about that in the coming weeks. 

As others have mentioned, let’s spend November doing two things.  First, and most important, as the Month of 
the Holy Souls, we should spend time thinking about and praying for the souls in purgatory.  We can especially 
pray for the souls of our beloved family and friends, but we should also pray for the souls who have nobody to 
pray for them.  This is a good and virtuous thing (one of the Spiritual Works of Mercy). 

Second, since the biggest holiday in the month is Thanksgiving, let us spend some time this month giving thanks 
for the many blessings we receive from God.  We are incredibly blessed to live at this time at this place, 
regardless of any struggles we might face.  We should always be thankful, first, before we complain.  This helps 
us to be in a positive frame of mind.  Our world needs that Christian positivity. 

God Bless, and please know you are in my prayers, 
Fr. Michael 

 

 

Readings for next Sunday 

2 Samuel 5:1-3 

Colossians 1:12-20 

Luke 23:35-43 

“Strength of character is certainly needed to face life in the world and to stand by right principles, 
especially in the age in which we live.” – St. Rose Philippine Duchesne (Feast: November 18), Virgin 

 

Community Thanksgiving Day Dinner 
 
All are welcome to receive a free turkey 
meal! 
 

Thursday, Nov. 24 – 11:00 am-12:30 pm 
 

Residents of Barneveld, Cobb, 
Dodgeville, Edmund, Hollandale, 
Linden, Mineral Point, Montfort and 
Ridgeway: 
 

If your household would like meals 
delivered or would like to drive through 
and pick up your meals, call 608-553-
7051 by noon Friday, Nov. 18. 
 

Drive through will take place at the 
entrance of Red Room at 108 East 
Merrimac Street, Dodgeville.   
No on-site dining. 
 

This dinner is made possible through 
Dodgeville churches, generous 
contributions of individuals and civic 
organizations.  Monetary donations are 
accepted to offset the cost of the meal.  
Please make checks payable to Grace 
Lutheran Church with “Community 
Meal” in the memo. 

Announcements: 
 

The Vatican Eucharistic Miracles Photographic Exhibit will be available for viewing at St. Philomena's Parish in 

Belmont on:  Nov. 10th, after Mass until 11:00am; Nov. 11th, 6:30-8:30pm; Nov. 13th, 8:00-10:00am and after 

Mass until 2:00pm. 
 

Healing from Abortion — One Weekend at a Time:  Rachel’s Vineyard Retreats offer Hope and Healing for 

anyone who has struggled with the emotional or spiritual pain of abortion.  Upcoming retreats are  

November 11-13, 2022, and March 24-26, 2023.  Confidentially is assured.   

Call or email Mary:  608-821-3177 or rachel@madisondiocese.org.  Visit:  www.madisondiocese.org/rachel. 
 

St. Isidore’s Pastoral Council will be meeting Tuesday, November 15, at 5:00 at Immaculate Conception Church.  
Please submit any topics for discussion to council members as soon as possible. 

The religious education classes have been learning about saints.  Feel free to check out their wonderful work in 
the entrance of St. Patrick’s church. 
 

 

 

 

Reconciliation is available: 
Immaculate Conception, 
Blanchardville 
     Saturdays: 3:15-3:45 
St. Joseph, Argyle 
     Tuesdays: 3:15-3:45 
     (unless there is no 4 pm Mass) 
     Sundays: 7:45-8:00 
St. Patrick, Hollandale 
     Fridays: 8:30-9:00 am 
     Saturday after Mass 
     Sundays: 10:00-10:15 
Also available anytime upon request 
Just call 608-967-2344 
Email:  stisidorepastor@mhtc.net 
 

Getting Married: Please contact 

6 months before the date. 
 

New baby: Please call to schedule 

the baptism. 
 

In case of serious illness or 
imminent death: 
Call Fr. Michael any time. 
 

First Friday Communion: For 

Communion to the homebound, 
please contact Fr. Michael. 
 

Parish Membership: 
To join St. Isidore Parish, please 
contact Fr. Michael. 
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