
 

  St. Isidore Parish 
3rd Sunday of Advent 

December 10-11, 2022 

 

 

 

 

Welcome! 
If you are new to our parish or just traveling through, welcome! 

 
https://www.stisidorecatholicparish.com/ 

YouTube Channel:  St. Isidore Catholic Parish – Hollandale, WI 

 

Obscure Saint of the Week 

Saint Adelaide of Burgundy (931-999, France) 

Feast Day: December 16  

Patronage: abuse victims, against in-law problems, 
parents, prisoners, second marriages, widows 

Adelaide was born a princess, the daughter of King 
Rudolf II of Burgundy.  She was married at the age 
of 16 to King Lothair of Italy (so she is sometimes 
known as Adelaide of Italy).  Lothair was poisoned 
by Berengarius, a rival who took the throne, in 950.  
He ordered Adelaide to marry his son to solidify his 
power, but she refused and was imprisoned.  After 
a few months, she escaped and was sheltered by a 
priest.  She begged Otto the Great, a German king, 
for help, and so he came and defeated Berengarius.  
They married, and he was crowned the Holy 
Roman Emperor in 951. 

They reigned together until Otto died in 973.  He 
was replaced by their son Otto II, who treated her 
poorly when she clashed with his wife, Theophano, 
over power in the royal court.  Otto II died in 983 
and was replaced by his infant son Otto III, with 
Theophano acting as regent.  At this point, 
Adelaide was exiled from the royal court until 
Theophano died in 991 and Adelaide stepped in as 
the new regent for the still underage Otto III.  
Returned to a position of power, she did her best 
to help the poor, to build and restore monasteries 
and churches, and to evangelize, especially among 
the Slavs.  When Otto III came of age in 995, 
Adelaide retired to a convent near Cologne.  She 
never became a nun, but she spent the rest of her 
life there in prayer.  She died of natural causes in 
999 and was canonized by Pope Urban II in 1097. 

 

 

Pray For! 

Paul Davis 
Gerald Norton 
Dan Tracy 
Rose Silver 
Trina Williams 
Jack Smith 
Scarlett Rae Wyss 
Sean Leary 
Julia Arneson 
Lorna Gillespie 
Pat Flannery 
Lucy Lawson 
Monica Hodgson 
Kane Burton 
Matthew Keller 
Mary Jane Yedinak 
Tim Sutter 
Riley Sigg 
 

Walter “Doug” Chrism 
Maggie Hillson 
Caden Thiel 
Teresa Swenson 
Roger Tourdot 
Max Fox 
Bob Ihm 
Steve Zipsie 
Terry Nelson 
Jim Green 
Tom Murphy 
Mary Botsford 
Mary Thill 
Eric Makos 
Tom Young 
Layla 

Marty Bellich 

Deb & Jerry Bruneg 

 

 
 

Our Church, the Pope, our Diocese, Bishop Hying, Priests, 
Conversions, the Sick, the Suffering & Dying, Jobs for our area, 
Religious freedom, Judges, Healing of abortion, Family & children, 
Mary’s Intentions, Valley of Our Lady. 
 

Laurie Meixelsperger 

DeClan Scisson 

Jay Luna 

Bryan Krahenbuhl 

John Schuster 

Kathy Alderman 

Joyce Paradis 

Marilyn Daly 

Joyce Ball 

Larry VanDusen 

Lonnie VanDusen 

Gene Kolb 

Fr. Paul Eruva 

Alisha Weis 

Taetyn Disney 

Pat Eckert 

Betty Tourdot 

Diane Quinn 

Pastor 
     Rev. Michael Johnson 
     (608) 967-2344 
     stisidorepastor@mhtc.net 
 

Parish Office 
     (608) 967-2344  stisidore@mhtc.net 
     P.O. Box 37 
     Hollandale, WI 53544 
 

Parish Bookkeeper 
     Lisa Sikora 
     (608) 523-4071 
     stisidorebookkeeper@mhtc.net 
 

Religious Education 
     Cathy Wiesbrook 
     (Hollandale) - (608) 574-1344 
     Diana Pederson 
     (Argyle) - (608) 293-4134 
 

Pastoral Council Chairperson 
     Don Sikora 
     (608) 523-4071 dsikora@tds.net 
 

Finance Council Chairperson 
     Gary Gruenenfelder 
     (608) 214-6743 garyjg72@gmail.com 
 

Bulletin Announcements 
     Due by Tuesday evening. 
     Send to:  stisidorebulletin@mhtc.net 
 
 

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice.   
Indeed, the Lord is near.” – Philippians 4:4-5 

 

“The Visitation” 
(18th century) by Jerónimo Ezquerra 

 

 
Community Christmas Day Dinner 

All are welcome to reserve a meal! 
 

Sunday, December 25 – 11:00 am - 12:30 pm 
 

Culver’s Restaurant, 1122 North Johns Street, 
Dodgeville 

 

If you would like to drive thru and pick up your meals, 
you must call 608-535-7051 by noon on Friday, 
December 16.  No dining at Culver’s. 
 

For people of Barneveld, Cobb, Dodgeville, Edmund, 
Hollandale, Linden, Mineral Point, Montfort and 
Ridgeway:  if you need your meals delivered, please call 
608-535-7051 by noon on Friday, December 16. 
 

There is no cost for the ham dinner meal.  This dinner is 
made possible through Dodgeville churches and other 
Iowa County businesses, individuals and civic 
organizations.  Monetary donations will be accepted at 
the drive-thru or to the delivery person.  Donations will 
be used toward the cost of the meal.  Make checks 
payable to Grace Lutheran Church. 
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  Masses for the Week 

Monday, December 12th 

Our Lady of Guadalupe 

  8:00 am – Hollandale 

    + Theresa McCarragher 
 

Tuesday, December 13th 
Saint Lucy,  
Virgin and Martyr 
  4:00 pm – Argyle 
    + Bishop Paul Swain 
 

Wednesday, December 14th 

Saint John of the Cross, 
Priest and Doctor of the 
Church 
  8:00 am – Blanchardville 
    + David Lee 
 

Thursday, December 15th 
  8:00 am – Hollandale 
    + Larry and Mark Murphy 
 

Friday, December 16th 
  8:00 am – Hollandale 
    + Donald and Catharine            
         Robbins 
 

Saturday, December 17th
 

  4:00 pm – Blanchardville 
    + Werner Ryser 
 

Sunday, December 18th 
4th Sunday of Advent 
  8:15 am – Argyle 
    St. Isidore Parishioners 
 

  10:30 am – Hollandale 
    Daisy Brenner 

Liturgical Roles 
Saturday, December 17th 
   Immaculate Conception 
     Lector:  Judy Zimmerman 
     Eucharistic:  Dennis Bohn 
 

Sunday, December 18th 

   St. Joseph 
     Lector:  Peg Rasch 
     Eucharistic:  Diana Pederson 
 

   St. Patrick 
     Lector:  Jason Lawinger 
     Eucharistic:  Jim Sigg 
 
 

 
 

Financial Outlook 
 Week Ended 10/30/22 

Actual Parish Envelope & Offertory Collection $ 1,829.00 

International Combined Collection $455.00 

Collections – Fiscal Year to Date $44,762.02 

Amount Needed – Fiscal Year to Date $48,600.00 

 

 

 

  From the Pastor’s Desk 
Dear St. Isidore Family, 

I realized that I should have included an explanation last week of why there are only three Christmas Masses this 
year.  To begin with, there is a Canonical (Church law) limitation of how many Masses a priest may celebrate on any 
one day (the reason for this is both theological and historical, but suffice it to say priests used to make big bucks by 
celebrating Masses all day and pocketing the money for the intentions).  Typically, a priest should only celebrate one 
Mass per day.  There are cases where he may need to celebrate two (for instance, a funeral Mass as well as the 
regular scheduled Mass).  Only with permission from the bishop may he celebrate more than two in a day (see: 
Canon 905.1 and 905.2).  I struggled with this reality last year with our schedule, and was given some support from 
the diocese, but I did not want to change anything my first year here. 

The second reason is that the Mass should not be celebrated just for the sake of celebrating a Mass.  In other words, 
it goes against the rules of the Church to celebrate Mass at a church just because there is a want for a Mass at every 
church.  In our case, just because we have four churches does not mean we should have four Masses, that’s not a 
good enough excuse.  There should be a need for four Masses.  The sad reality is that there is not.  It may have been 
true in the past, but not anymore (again, one of the reasons for Into the Deep).  I know it’s dangerous to set 
precedent on one example, but last year we only had about 150-175 people at all four Christmas Masses.  One in 
particular was virtually empty.  Because of this, and the current reality of Sunday Masses, I could not, in good 
conscience, say that we “need” four Christmas Masses as a parish.  This would be the second important reason for 
having three this year. 

A third reason is more personal, but if it was the only consideration, it would not have caused a change.  The 
Christmas Eve schedule was unnecessarily busy.  Having Masses at 4, 6, and 8, may be okay if they are all in the same 
church, or if you are okay with a “bare minimum” Mass, but neither of those are the case.  I also got the impression 
that, while some did come to the 8:00 pm Mass, it was bordering on too late (I had offered a Midnight Mass last 
year, as is traditional, but was strongly told that no one would come).  Again, if this was the only reason to make a 
change, I would not have made a change.  It is simply a contributing factor to the two more important reasons found 
above. 

 

The reason for the choice of locations came down to Mass intentions already received and a discussion with the 
pastoral council.  I truly wish that I did not have to make this decision, but given our reality, I felt it was sadly 
necessary.  Again, I am sorry for upsetting anyone with this decision.  It was not made lightly.  My hope is that we can 
get beyond this decision and realize that we need to come together as a family and celebrate the great news of the 
coming of Our Lord, the true Christ-Mass. 

 

God Bless, and please know you are in my prayers, 

Fr. Michael 

 

 

Readings for next Sunday 

Isaiah 7:10-14 

Romans 1:1-7 

Matthew 1:18-24 

Announcements: 

The Advent Holy Hour with Adoration and 
Confessions will occur every Wednesday from 
5:30-6:30 (immediately before Religious 
Education) at St. Patrick’s in Hollandale.  Please 
come and spend time with our Lord during this 
wonderful season. 

Bless Our Priests Collection Envelopes 

Make sure to remember the retired priests of 

our diocese by making a gift to the Bless Our 

Priests collection.  This collection is used to 

directly support all retired priests’ welfare 

including the rising cost of healthcare, long-

term care and medical costs.  Please return 

your gift in the envelopes available at all 

Masses this weekend.  Your generosity 

supports retired priests from all 11 counties of 

our Diocese! 

PECATONICA AREA FOOD PANTRY 
Open 1st and 3rd Saturdays each month from 
10:00 – 11:00 a.m. AND 2nd Wednesday of each 
month from 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. at the New Hope 
Lutheran Church, Blanchardville site 
 

Distributed once monthly are toiletries and  
$40 worth of vouchers to be used locally 
 

If you are in need of delivery or have questions, 
please contact Tiffany Bethke 608-212-9028 

 

Reconciliation is available: 
Immaculate Conception, 
Blanchardville 
     Saturdays: 3:15-3:45 
St. Joseph, Argyle 
     Tuesdays: 3:15-3:45 
     (unless there is no 4 pm Mass) 
     Sundays: 7:45-8:00 
St. Patrick, Hollandale 
     Fridays: 8:30-9:00 am 
     Saturday after Mass 
     Sundays: 10:00-10:15 
Also available anytime upon request 
Just call 608-967-2344 
Email:  stisidorepastor@mhtc.net 
 

Getting Married: Please contact 

6 months before the date. 
 

New baby: Please call to schedule 

the baptism. 
 

In case of serious illness or 
imminent death: 
Call Fr. Michael any time. 
 

First Friday Communion: For 

Communion to the homebound, 
please contact Fr. Michael. 
 

Parish Membership: 
To join St. Isidore Parish, please 
contact Fr. Michael. 

 
 

 

 

 

The reason for the choice of locations came down to 
Mass intentions already received and a discussion with 
the pastoral council.  I truly wish that I did not have to 
make this decision, but given our reality, I felt it was 
sadly necessary.  Again, I am sorry for upsetting anyone 
with this decision.  It was not made lightly.  My hope is 
that we can get beyond this decision and realize that we 
need to come together as a family and celebrate the 
great news of the coming of Our Lord, the true Christ-
Mass. 

God Bless, and please know you are in my prayers, 

Fr. Michael 

 

 

 

 
“Silence is God’s first language.” – St. John of the Cross (Feast: December 14), Priest and Doctor of the Church 


