
 

  

 

 

St. Isidore Parish 
Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God 

January 1, 2023 

 

 

 

 

Welcome! 
If you are new to our parish or just traveling through, welcome! 

 
https://www.stisidorecatholicparish.com/ 

YouTube Channel:  St. Isidore Catholic Parish – Hollandale, WI 

 

Obscure Saint of the Week 

Saint Manuel Gonzalez Garcia (1877-1940, Spain) 

Feast Day: January 4  

Manuel was the fourth son of five born to a carpenter in 
Seville.  He was a very pious young boy, active in the 
parish and singing in the choir.  He entered the minor 
seminary in Seville at the age of 12 and was ordained a 
priest on September 21, 1901. 

The following year, he was sent to preach a mission at a 
church and arrived to find it dirty and neglected.  He 
knelt before the tabernacle and felt a call to revitalize 
devotion to the Eucharist and Adoration.  He wrote: 
“My faith was looking at Jesus through the door of that 
tabernacle, so silent, so patient, so good, gazing right 
back at me….His gaze was telling me much and asking 
for more. It was a gaze in which all the sadness of the 
Gospels was reflected…All of this sadness was there in 
that tabernacle, oppressing and crushing the sweet 
Heart of Jesus and drawing bitter tears from his eyes.”  
Following the mission trip, he continued to work as a 
priest at San Pedro del Huelva in Seville and serve as 
chaplain for a nursing home. 

He continued to work to strengthen devotion to the 
Eucharist, and eventually founded the Disciples of Saint 
John on March 4, 1910.  With the support of Pope Saint 
Pius X, the Disciples soon spread across Europe. 

Manuel was chosen as auxiliary bishop of Malaga, 
Spain, in 1915, and was elevated to Bishop of Malaga in 
1920.  He was moved to Bishop of Palencia, Spain in 
1935.  He continued to spread love and devotion for the 
Eucharist, and became known as “Bishop of the 
Tabernacle.”  

Bishop Manuel died of natural causes on January 4, 
1940, and was buried next to the tabernacle in the 
Cathedral of Palencia.  He was canonized by Pope 
Francis on October 16, 2016. 

 

Pray For! 

Paul Davis 
Gerald Norton 
Dan Tracy 
Rose Silver 
Trina Williams 
Jack Smith 
Scarlett Rae Wyss 
Sean Leary 
Julia Arneson 
Lorna Gillespie 
Pat Flannery 
Lucy Lawson 
Monica Hodgson 
Kane Burton 
Matthew Keller 
Mary Jane Yedinak 
Tim Sutter 
Riley Sigg 
 

Walter “Doug” Chrism 
Maggie Hillson 
Caden Thiel 
Teresa Swenson 
Roger Tourdot 
Max Fox 
Bob Ihm 
Steve Zipsie 
Terry Nelson 
Jim Green 
Tom Murphy 
Mary Botsford 
Mary Thill 
Eric Makos 
Tom Young 
Layla 

Marty Bellich 

Deb & Jerry Bruneg 

Laurie Meixelsperger 

 

 
 

Our Church, the Pope, our Diocese, Bishop Hying, Priests, 
Conversions, the Sick, the Suffering & Dying, Jobs for our area, 
Religious freedom, Judges, Healing of abortion, Family & children, 
Mary’s Intentions, Valley of Our Lady. 
 

DeClan Scisson 

Jay Luna 

Bryan Krahenbuhl 

John Schuster 

Kathy Alderman 

Joyce Paradis 

Marilyn Daly 

Joyce Ball 

Larry VanDusen 

Lonnie VanDusen 

Gene Kolb 

Fr. Paul Eruva 

Alisha Weis 

Taetyn Disney 

Pat Eckert 

Betty Tourdot 

Diane Quinn 

Rita Moore 

Pastor 
     Rev. Michael Johnson 
     (608) 967-2344 
     stisidorepastor@mhtc.net 
 

Parish Office 
     (608) 967-2344  stisidore@mhtc.net 
     P.O. Box 37 
     Hollandale, WI 53544 
 

Parish Bookkeeper 
     Lisa Sikora 
     (608) 523-4071 
     stisidorebookkeeper@mhtc.net 
 

Religious Education 
     Cathy Wiesbrook 
     (Hollandale) - (608) 574-1344 
     Diana Pederson 
     (Argyle) - (608) 293-4134 
 

Pastoral Council Chairperson 
     Don Sikora 
     (608) 523-4071 dsikora@tds.net 
 

Finance Council Chairperson 
     Gary Gruenenfelder 
     (608) 214-6743 garyjg72@gmail.com 
 

Bulletin Announcements 
     Due by Tuesday evening. 
     Send to:  stisidorebulletin@mhtc.net 
 
 

“The Lord bless you and keep you!” 
– Numbers 6:24 

 

 

Theotokos Icon 

 

 

https://www.stisidorecatholicparish.com/
mailto:stisidorepastor@mhtc.net
mailto:stisidore@mhtc.net
mailto:stisidorebookkeeper@mhtc.net
mailto:dsikora@tds.net
mailto:garyjg72@gmail.com
mailto:stisidorebulletin@mhtc.net


 

  
Masses for the Week 

Monday, January 2nd 

Saints Basil the Great and 

Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops 

and Doctors of the Church 

  No Mass 
 

Tuesday, January 3rd 
The Most Holy Name of Jesus 
  4:00 pm – Argyle 
    Tom & Mary Quamme 
 

Wednesday, January 4th 

Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, 
Religious 
  8:00 am – Blanchardville 
    Greg & Pat Cooley Family 
 

Thursday, January 5th 
Saint John Neumann, Bishop 
  8:00 am – Hollandale 
    + Larry & Mark Murphy 
 

Friday, January 6th 
Saint Andre Bessette, Religious 
  8:00 am – Hollandale 
    In Honor of the Sacred Heart 
      Thanksgiving 
 

Saturday, January 7th
 

Saint Raymond of Penafort, 
Priest 
  8:00 am – Hollandale 
   + Donald & Catharine Robbins 
  4:00 pm – Blanchardville 
    St. Isidore Parishioners 
 

Sunday, January 8th 
The Epiphany of the Lord 
  8:15 am - Argyle 
    Henry & Marjorie Anderson 
 

  10:30 am – Hollandale 
    + Mark & Larry Murphy 

Liturgical Roles 
Saturday, January 7th 
   Immaculate Conception 
     Lector:  Patty Powers 
     Eucharistic:  Virginia McGowan 
 

Sunday, January 8th 

   St. Joseph 
     Lector:  Lydia Steinmann 
     Eucharistic:  Sue Madson 
 

   St. Patrick 
     Lector:  John Conway 
     Eucharistic:   

Financial Outlook 
 Week Ended 11/20/22 

Actual Parish Envelope & Offertory Collection $6,726.00 

Christmas Flowers $90.00 

Collections – Fiscal Year to Date $56,289.17 

Amount Needed – Fiscal Year to Date $56,700.00 

 

 

 

  From the Pastor’s Desk 
Dear St. Isidore Family, 

Happy New Year! 

This weekend we celebrate the Feast of Mary, Mother of God, which is always celebrated on January 1.  The 
title “Mother of God” was hotly debated by the early Church.  The official term that was questioned was 
“Theotokos,” which is Greek and is literally translated as “God-bearer.”  In short, certain heretics could not 
believe that a human could give birth to God, so they used the term “Christotokos” or “Christ-bearer.”  This 
essentially denied the divine nature of Jesus.  The Council of Ephesus in 431 affirmed that Mary is, indeed, the 
Mother of God, the Theotokos.  This remains one of the most significant titles for Mary in Eastern Catholic and 
Orthodox churches. 

It is truly wonderful to start each year with Mary.  It would be great to do something extra this year to dedicate 
ourselves and the new year to Mary, the Mother of God, and our mother.  Perhaps, if you don’t do this already, 
pray a rosary every day.  Another great devotion is a Consecration to Mary.  There is a wonderful contemporary 
version of this found in 33 Days to Morning Glory by Fr. Michael E. Gaitley.  That book is a modern take on the 
classic True Devotion to Mary by St. Louis de Montfort.  There are certainly plenty of other ways to grow closer 
to Mary, who wants us to accept her love, a motherly love that is unparalleled. 

This is the yearly reminder that the Feast of Epiphany is traditionally accompanied with a home blessing.  This 
can be done either on the actual date of Epiphany (January 6) or next weekend when we celebrate it together 
at Mass.  The insert gives directions for the house blessing. 

Finally, thank you to everyone who has helped around the parish this past year.  I cannot begin to thank each of 
you enough for everything you have done.  Please know that your help has not gone unnoticed or 
unappreciated. 

God Bless, and please know you are in my prayers, 
Fr. Michael 

 

 

Readings for next Sunday 

Isaiah 60:1-6 

Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6 

Matthew 2:1-12 

Reconciliation is available: 
Immaculate Conception, 
Blanchardville 
     Saturdays: 3:15-3:45 
St. Joseph, Argyle 
     Tuesdays: 3:15-3:45 
     (unless there is no 4 pm Mass) 
     Sundays: 7:45-8:00 
St. Patrick, Hollandale 
     Fridays: 8:30-9:00 am 
     Saturday after Mass 
     Sundays: 10:00-10:15 
Also available anytime upon request 
Just call 608-967-2344 
Email:  stisidorepastor@mhtc.net 
 

Getting Married: Please contact 

6 months before the date. 
 

New baby: Please call to schedule 

the baptism. 
 

In case of serious illness or 
imminent death: 
Call Fr. Michael any time. 
 

First Friday Communion: For 

Communion to the homebound, 
please contact Fr. Michael. 
 

Parish Membership: 
To join St. Isidore Parish, please 
contact Fr. Michael. 

 
 

 

 

Announcements: 

We are in need of two people to help count the weekly contributions.  The commitment would be to work the third 

Tuesday of each month, starting Jan. 17. The counting takes place at Farmer's Savings Bank in Hollandale.  Training 

will be provided.  Please contact Lisa Sikora for more information, 608-523-4071, stisidorebookkeeper@mhtc.net. 

Do you struggle to pray as a family, or have you ever wondered if other kids are as rambunctious as yours during 

family prayer time?  Join the club!  We are looking for families who would be interested in supporting other families 

as they seek to cultivate a habit of prayer.  Our hope would be for you to do one of the following: organize a 

gathering for families to socialize and share tips for praying as a family; share a testimony at the end of Mass (or 

during Coffee & Donuts) about how family prayer has affected you and/or your children; promote a family Holy Hour 

(or whatever seems realistic); or propose any other ideas that come to mind!  If you have a desire to support 

families in this way, please reach out so that we can begin a conversation about your gifts and how we can work 

together to equip families to grow in this important way.  Contact the parish office or Amy Klarkowski at the Office 

of Marriage and Family for more information.  Amy can be reached at amy.klarkowski@madisondiocese.org.  

 
 

“We should not accept in silence the blessings of God, but return thanks for them.” 
– St. Basil the Great (Feast: January 2), Bishop and Doctor of the Church 

Yee-Haw!!  Callin' y'all married couples to a 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter SQUARE 

DANCE on Saturday, January 21st at 6:30 in 

the St. Ann’s gym (323 N Van Buren, 

Stoughton).  Potluck dinner (no nut/peanuts 

please) followed by 2 hours of guided square 

dancing by an official Square Dance 

Caller.  So put on your cowboy boots, lasso 

up your cowboy or cowgirl, grab a dish to 

pass, and get ready for a night of a whole 

lotta do-sa-do and swingin’ your 

pardner!  We will learn as we go, so if you’re 

up to learning something new, enjoying a lot 

of laughs and getting your heart pumping, 

this will be a night y’all will remember! 

There is no cost to attend but free-will 

donations accepted.  Registration is 

requested but not required (Amy & Jim @ 

608-215-5197 or awollangk17@gmail.com) 

Is your marriage tearing you apart?  Does 

separation and divorce seem inevitable?  

There is hope.  Madison Area Retrouvaille is 

a ministry for struggling marriages.  Couples 

have rediscovered each other and their 

marriages through this program.  A 

Retrouvaille program is scheduled January 

27-29, in Green Lake, WI.  Visit 

www.helpourmarriage.org. 
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