
 

  

 

 

St. Isidore Parish 
The Epiphany of the Lord 

January 7-8, 2023 

 

 

 

 

Welcome! 
If you are new to our parish or just traveling through, welcome! 

 
https://www.stisidorecatholicparish.com/ 

YouTube Channel:  St. Isidore Catholic Parish – Hollandale, WI 

 

Obscure Saint of the Week 

Saint Theodosius the Cenobiarch  
(423-529, Cappadocia (modern Türkiye)) 

Feast Day: January 11 

Patronage: file makers  

Theodosius was born into a pious family with probably 
some wealth due to his formal education from an early 
age.  He left home in his later 20s, influenced by 
Abraham, to more properly follow God.  He met  
St. Symeon the Stylite in Antioch, who lived for 37 years 
on top of a pillar.  Theodosius was miraculously greeted 
by name and asked to ascend the pillar.  He did, and 
was embraced and blessed for great spiritual glory.  He 
continued to travel to Jerusalem and became the head 
of a church near Bethlehem. 

After some time, he moved to become a hermit in a 
cave in the desert of Judah, said to be the cave where 
the magi stayed the night after they venerated Our 
Lord.  His holiness began to attract followers, and they 
built a monastery near Bethlehem.  There were so many 
that came to the monastery that there had to be 
different sections for students from Greece, Armenia, 
Persia, etc., but they all worked and prayed together 
well.  Near the monastery they also built a hospital, a 
hospice, and a mental hospital. 

Theodosius was also a renowned teacher, and he 
opposed various heresies of the time.  The Roman 
Emperor at the time, Anastatius, attempted to bribe 
him to follow one particular heresy, but he took the 
money, gave it to the poor, and continued to preach 
against heresies.  Emperor Anastatius consequently 
exiled him, and he took refuge in present-day Lebanon 
until he was allowed to return under Emperor Justin I 
when he was in his 90s. 

As he aged, he was stricken with a disease that made 
his skin as dry as stone.  He continued to work and pray 
and eventually died at the age of 105.  His title, 
“Cenobiarch,” means the head of people living a life in 
common. 
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Pastor 
     Rev. Michael Johnson 
     (608) 967-2344 
     stisidorepastor@mhtc.net 
 

Parish Office 
     (608) 967-2344  stisidore@mhtc.net 
     P.O. Box 37 
     Hollandale, WI 53544 
 

Parish Bookkeeper 
     Lisa Sikora 
     (608) 523-4071 
     stisidorebookkeeper@mhtc.net 
 

Religious Education 
     Cathy Wiesbrook 
     (Hollandale) - (608) 574-1344 
     Diana Pederson 
     (Argyle) - (608) 293-4134 
 

Pastoral Council Chairperson 
     Don Sikora 
     (608) 523-4071 dsikora@tds.net 
 

Finance Council Chairperson 
     Gary Gruenenfelder 
     (608) 214-6743 garyjg72@gmail.com 
 

Bulletin Announcements 
     Due by Tuesday evening. 
     Send to:  stisidorebulletin@mhtc.net 
 
 

“We saw his star at its rising and have come to do him homage.” 
– Matthew 2:2 

 

 

“Adoration of the Magi” (c. 1896)  
Beuronese mural by monks of the Conception Abbey,  
found in the Basilica of the Immaculate Conception,  

Conception, Missouri 
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Masses for the Week 

Monday, January 9th 

The Baptism of the Lord 

  8:00 am – Hollandale 

    + Pope Benedict XVI 
 

Tuesday, January 10th 
  4:00 pm – Argyle 
    + Mary McKeon 
 

Wednesday, January 11th 

  8:00 am – Blanchardville 
    + David Lee 
 

Thursday, January 12th 
  8:00 am – Hollandale 
    + Jay Clarke 
 

Friday, January 13th 
Saint Hilary, Bishop and  
Doctor of the Church 
  8:00 am – Hollandale 
    Joe Sigg 
 

Saturday, January 14th
 

  4:00 pm – Blanchardville 
    + Timothy Hardyman 
 

Sunday, January 15th 
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  8:15 am – Argyle 
    St. Isidore Parishioners 
 

  10:30 am – Hollandale 
    Jim Toay 

Liturgical Roles 
Saturday, January 14th 
   Immaculate Conception 
     Lector:  Bev Ryan 
     Eucharistic:  Lisa Sikora 
 

Sunday, January 15th 

   St. Joseph 
     Lector:  Peg Rasch 
     Eucharistic:  Diana Pederson 
 

   St. Patrick 
     Lector:  Jason Lawinger 
     Eucharistic:   

Financial Outlook 
 Week Ended 11/27/22 

Actual Parish Envelope & Offertory Collection $1,641.00 

Collections – Fiscal Year to Date $57,930.17 

Amount Needed – Fiscal Year to Date $59,400.00 

 

 

 

  From the Pastor’s Desk 
Dear St. Isidore Family, 

This weekend, we celebrate the Solemnity of the Epiphany, the end of the Christmas season.  Or is it?  I have 
mentioned this before, but traditionally the Christmas season reaches until the Feast of the Presentation of the 
Lord on February 2.  Feel free to keep up those Christmas decorations, singing those Christmas carols, and 
wishing people Merry Christmas until then! 

Did you know we actually know less about the “three kings” or “magi” than we think?  We tend to use kings and 
magi interchangeably, but they actually were two very different things.  Magi were religious leaders, particularly 
of the Zoroastrian religion in Persia, but Jewish texts sometimes use the term to refer to “wise men” from other 
religions.  They also were often seen as less than good, and you can probably recognize this from the root 
connection between “magi” and “magic.”   

Were there actually three?  The Bible does not specify how many there were.  We often think the “three” came 
from the gifts, but in reality, the first Christian sources referring to three make the connection with Genesis 
26:26 and the three visitors to Abraham.  The image of them riding on camels arises from Isaiah 60: 6, 10-11, 
where “kings” on “camels” bring gifts of “gold and frankincense” to Israel.  We hear part of this in our First 
Reading this weekend. 

The traditional names of the three kings, Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar, were first mentioned in the 6th 
century, though no one knows where they came from.  Interestingly, a source from shortly after that provides 
descriptions of them that still influence our depictions of them today.  Caspar (or “Gaspar”) is said to be young, 
beardless, and red-haired, and offers incense.  Melchior is “an old man with white hair and a long beard,” and 
offers gold.  Balthasar is “black-skinned and heavily bearded” and offers myrrh. 

Whatever the reality of these visitors, the point of the visitation at Epiphany remains.  God has come to save 
people from all over the world, not just the Jewish.  We pray especially this weekend that all people will come 
and worship the true Lord. 

God Bless, and please know you are in my prayers, 
Fr. Michael 

 

 

Readings for next Sunday 

Isaiah 49: 3, 5-6 

1 Corinthians 1: 1-3 

John 1: 29-34 

Reconciliation is available: 
Immaculate Conception, 
Blanchardville 
     Saturdays: 3:15-3:45 
St. Joseph, Argyle 
     Tuesdays: 3:15-3:45 
     (unless there is no 4 pm Mass) 
     Sundays: 7:45-8:00 
St. Patrick, Hollandale 
     Fridays: 8:30-9:00 am 
     Saturday after Mass 
     Sundays: 10:00-10:15 
Also available anytime upon request 
Just call 608-967-2344 
Email:  stisidorepastor@mhtc.net 
 

Getting Married: Please contact 

6 months before the date. 
 

New baby: Please call to schedule 

the baptism. 
 

In case of serious illness or 
imminent death: 
Call Fr. Michael any time. 
 

First Friday Communion: For 

Communion to the homebound, 
please contact Fr. Michael. 
 

Parish Membership: 
To join St. Isidore Parish, please 
contact Fr. Michael. 

 
 

 

 

Announcements: 
 

The Pastoral Council will be meeting Tuesday, January 17, at 5:00 in Blanchardville.  The Finance Council will be 

meeting Saturday, January 21, at 5:00 in Blanchardville.  Parishioners may attend or may submit topics to 

parish representatives. 

We are in need of two people to help count the weekly contributions.  The commitment would be to work the 

third Tuesday of each month, starting Jan. 17.  The counting takes place at Farmer's Savings Bank in 

Hollandale.  Training will be provided.   

Please contact Lisa Sikora for more information:  608-523-4071, stisidorebookkeeper@mhtc.net. 

 
 

“The perfection of learning is to know God in such a way that, though you realize He is knowable, yet you 
know Him as indescribable.” – St. Hilary of Poitiers (Feast: January 13), Bishop and Doctor of the Church 

 

Yee-Haw!!  Callin' y'all married couples to a 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter SQUARE 

DANCE on Saturday, January 21st at 6:30 in 

the St. Ann’s gym (323 N Van Buren, 

Stoughton).  Potluck dinner (no nut/peanuts 

please) followed by 2 hours of guided square 

dancing by an official Square Dance 

Caller.  So put on your cowboy boots, lasso 

up your cowboy or cowgirl, grab a dish to 

pass, and get ready for a night of a whole 

lotta do-sa-do and swingin’ your 

pardner!  We will learn as we go, so if you’re 

up to learning something new, enjoying a lot 

of laughs and getting your heart pumping, 

this will be a night y’all will remember! 

There is no cost to attend but free-will 

donations accepted.  Registration is 

requested but not required (Amy & Jim @ 

608-215-5197 or awollangk17@gmail.com) 

Is your marriage tearing you apart?  Does 

separation and divorce seem inevitable?  

There is hope.  Madison Area Retrouvaille is 

a ministry for struggling marriages.  Couples 

have rediscovered each other and their 

marriages through this program.  A 

Retrouvaille program is scheduled  

January 27-29, in Green Lake, WI.   

Visit www.helpourmarriage.org. 
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