
 

  

Like the other martyrs, Pedro was known to have prayed for 
his persecutors before and during the martyrdom ordeal.  He 
helped the others undergoing this cruel punishment: 
“Brother, when we will be martyred for the faith of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, then we will be truly evangelical preachers, and a 
dead martyr will do much more than many living preachers.”  
St. Pedro’s body, following crucifixion, was left to the 
elements.  After two months, it was reported to be incorrupt.  
Local Christians reported seeing him celebrating Mass long 
after his death. 
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Welcome! 
If you are new to our parish or just traveling through, welcome! 

 
https://www.stisidorecatholicparish.com/ 

YouTube Channel:  St. Isidore Catholic Parish – Hollandale, WI 

 

Obscure Saint of the Week 

Saint Pedro Bautista Blásquez (1542-1597, Spain, Japan) 
Feast Day: February 6 
Patronage: Archdiocese of Caceres, Philippines; Japan 

Pedro was born to Castillian nobility and studied at the 
University of Salamanca before joining the Franciscans.  
After ordination in 1567, he taught philosophy and 
theology and was a superior for a few Franciscan 
communities.  He felt called to missionary work, so in 
1580 he was sent to Mexico, where he founded more 
communities.  In 1583, he was sent to the Philippines 
where he became the first bishop of the Diocese of 
Nueva Caceres.  He founded many churches and 
defended the rights of the native Filipinos against the 
slave traders, arguing for their inherent dignity as 
humans. 

Meanwhile, in 1590, the Jesuits had been expelled from 
Japan by anti-Western and anti-Christian authorities.  
To replace them, Fr. Pedro and five other Franciscans 
were sent to Japan in 1593.  There they lived in poverty 
while caring for lepers and building schools, churches, 
convents, and hospitals.   

Despite this good work, they were hated by various 
groups in Japan, including Buddhists, European traders, 
and anti-Western Japanese officials.  They successfully 
convinced the emperor Toyotomi Hideyoshi that these 
Franciscan missionaries were a prelude to an invasion 
by Western powers, so he had them arrested on 
December 8, 1596.  The missionaries were rounded up 
and sent to Nagasaki where they were tortured and 
eventually executed.  Along the way, they were paraded 
through many villages, barefoot, during the difficult 
Japanese winter, for 800 miles, as a warning to other 
Christians. 

St. Pedro is, thus, one of the twenty-six Franciscan, 
Jesuit, and Japanese converts crucified together on 
February 5, 1597.  During crucifixion their bodies were 
pierced through with lances to increase the suffering.  
They are typically celebrated as St. Paul Miki and 
companions, and were canonized by Pope Pius IX in 
1862. 

 

Pray For! 
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Our Church, the Pope, our Diocese, Bishop Hying, Priests, 
Conversions, the Sick, the Suffering & Dying, Jobs for our area, 
Religious freedom, Judges, Healing of abortion, Family & children, 
Mary’s Intentions, Valley of Our Lady. 
 

Bryan Krahenbuhl 

John Schuster 

Kathy Alderman 
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Larry VanDusen 
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Pastor 
     Rev. Michael Johnson 
     (608) 967-2344 
     stisidorepastor@mhtc.net 
 

Parish Office 
     (608) 967-2344  stisidore@mhtc.net 
     P.O. Box 37 
     Hollandale, WI 53544 
 

Parish Bookkeeper 
     Lisa Sikora 
     (608) 523-4071 
     stisidorebookkeeper@mhtc.net 
 

Religious Education 
     Cathy Wiesbrook 
     (Hollandale) - (608) 574-1344 
     Diana Pederson 
     (Argyle) - (608) 293-4134 
 

Pastoral Council Chairperson 
     Don Sikora 
     (608) 523-4071 dsikora@tds.net 
 

Finance Council Chairperson 
     Gary Gruenenfelder 
     (608) 214-6743 garyjg72@gmail.com 
 

Bulletin Announcements 
     Due by Tuesday evening. 
     Send to:  stisidorebulletin@mhtc.net 
 
 

“…Your light must shine before others…” – Matthew 5:16 
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Masses for the Week 

Monday, February 6th 
Saint Paul Miki and Companions, 

Martyrs 

  No Mass 
 

Tuesday, February 7th 
  4:00 pm – Argyle 
    + John and Dody Condon 
 

Wednesday, February 8th 

Saint Jerome Emiliani 
  8:00 am – Blanchardville 
    + Gene Hendrickson 
 

Thursday, February 9th 
  8:00 am – Hollandale 
    Stephanie Murphy 
 

Friday, February 10th 
Saint Scholastica, Virgin 
  8:00 am – Hollandale 
    Alice Gort 
 

Saturday, February 11th
 

Our Lady of Lourdes 
  8:00 am – Hollandale 
    Geraldine Murphy 
 

  4:00 pm – Blanchardville 
    St. Isidore Parishioners 
 

Sunday, February 12th 
6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  8:15 am – Argyle 
   + Ralph and Audrey Wilhelmson 
 

  10:30 am – Hollandale 
    + Mark and Larry Murphy 

Liturgical Roles 
Saturday, February 11th 
   Immaculate Conception 
     Lector:  Patty Powers 
     Eucharistic:  Pat Hardyman 
 

Sunday, February 12th 

   St. Joseph 
     Lector:  Lydia Steinmann 
     Eucharistic:  Sue Madson 
 

   St. Patrick 
     Lector:  Jason Lawinger 
     Eucharistic:  Jim Sigg 

Financial Outlook 
 Week Ended 12/25/22 

Actual Parish Envelope & Offertory Collection $3,384.00 

Christmas Flowers $25.00 

Collections – Fiscal Year to Date $64,189.05 

Amount Needed – Fiscal Year to Date $70,200.00 

 

 

 

  From the Pastor’s Desk 
Dear St. Isidore Family, 

Our Gospel this weekend has special meaning for me and for all priests who were educated at  
St. Francis de Sales Seminary in Milwaukee.  The second rector of the seminary, Fr. Joseph Salzmann (1819-
1874) was beloved by the seminarians there so much that they became known as “salt men,” a play on his 
last name.  To this day, the motto of the seminary, which can be found in windows around the campus as 
well as painted on the ceiling, is “Vos estis sal terrae,” which is Latin for “You are the salt of the earth.” 

We learned in seminary about the significance of this statement.  What Jesus is probably talking about is 
not normal table salt, but rather salt that was used to ignite dung that was used for fires.  After a while, this 
salt would lose its potency and would have to be thrown out.  At least, this is one of the theories.  The 
implication is that we are called to be the catalysts for the fire or light that is to burn in the world.  If we no 
longer do that, then, like the salt, we are to be thrown out and trampled underfoot.   

So, in a very real way, the images of salt and light in the Gospel this week are closely connected.  We 
should never forget that we are called to light the fires of the faith in our world.  This is all part of our 
calling as disciples and missionaries.  The warning from Christ Himself is that if we do not do this, then we 
will be discarded.  Let us all make the promise to always be the salt of the earth and the light of the world! 

God Bless, and please know you are in my prayers, 
Fr. Michael 

 

 

Readings for next Sunday 

Sirach 15:15-20 

1 Corinthians 2:6-10 

Matthew 5:17-37 

Reconciliation is available: 
Immaculate Conception, 
Blanchardville 
     Saturdays: 3:15-3:45 
St. Joseph, Argyle 
     Tuesdays: 3:15-3:45 
     (unless there is no 4 pm Mass) 
     Sundays: 7:45-8:00 
St. Patrick, Hollandale 
     Fridays: 8:30-9:00 am 
     Saturday after Mass 
     Sundays: 10:00-10:15 
Also available anytime upon request 
Just call 608-967-2344 
Email:  stisidorepastor@mhtc.net 
 

Getting Married: Please contact 

6 months before the date. 
 

New baby: Please call to schedule 

the baptism. 
 

In case of serious illness or 
imminent death: 
Call Fr. Michael any time. 
 

First Friday Communion: For 

Communion to the homebound, 
please contact Fr. Michael. 
 

Parish Membership: 
To join St. Isidore Parish, please 
contact Fr. Michael. 

 
 

 

Announcements: 

Ash Wednesday is fast approaching!  Please bring any old blessed palms to church so that they can be 
collected and made into ashes.  Thank you! 
 
 

2023 Diocese of Madison Annual Catholic Appeal Begins - Please Make a Generous Pledge 
On February 18/19th, Fr. Michael will lead the in-pew process for the Annual Catholic Appeal.  Those who 
have not made a pledge by mail will be asked to do so at this time.  You will also be sent a special edition 
of the Catholic Herald on February 16th where you will have the opportunity to make a gift, as well.  
 

This appeal funds many ministries throughout the diocese and helps many in need.  
 

Each household is asked to prayerfully consider making a gift.  In doing so, please consider making a 
pledge, payable over six months.  
 

On February 18/19th, one member from each household will be asked to fill out a commitment envelope 
during mass.  Thank you in advance for your support of our parish, the diocese and the work of the church 
throughout the world. 

 

“After Christ’s example, I forgive my persecutors.  I do not hate them, I ask God to have pity on all,  
and I hope my blood will fall on my fellow men as fruitful rain.” – St. Paul Miki (Feast: February 6), Martyr 

 

Encounter Jesus  

in the Eucharist! 

Madison Diocesan 

Eucharistic Congress 

September 29 - October 1, 2023 

St. John the Baptist, Waunakee 

You are invited to a deeper 

encounter--a deeper conversion-

- in faith and love of Jesus in the 

Holy Eucharist!   

Come to the Madison Diocesan 

Eucharistic Congress for a 

weekend of faith, fellowship, and 

family.  Go to the revival website 

to pre-register and to become a 

volunteer. 

"Jesus waits for us in this 

sacrament of love."  

--St. John Paul II 

blessedbrokenandgiven.com 
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