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From the Pastor’s Desk

Dear St. Isidore Family,

Since this weekend we will be watching the Annual Catholic Appeal video in place of a homily, | want to
share a few thoughts on our readings for this week.

Very clearly, the common theme is love for our neighbors. This is vitally important for us to be like God.
We must always remember that God loves everyone. He does not love our sinful actions, but He loves us.
That is the reason why He gave us life. If He didn’t love us, He would not have given us life in the first
place.

We all, at some point in our lives, have people with whom we struggle. We may even think of them as
“enemies.” We still need to love them and to pray for them. We should pray that they will see the evil of
their ways, how they may be hurting us, just as we pray that we will be mindful of our sins and do penance
for them. This is how we “love our neighbor as ourself.”

St. Paul warns us against destroying God’s temple. Certainly, this condemns murder and abortion, which is
a type of murder. But it also can include destroying a person with how we speak about them. When we
spread gossip or calumny about someone, we are destroying them in the eyes of others. We must always
guard against that, because, for one, it is nearly impossible to take back. It is also clearly condemned by
God in our readings today. We should all work on being messengers of God’s love and mercy, and not
agents of evil, hate, and destruction. In this way, we can “be perfect, just as your heavenly Father is
perfect.”

God Bless, and please know you are in my prayers,
Fr. Michael

Readings for next Sunday
Genesis 2:7-9; 3:1-7
Romans 5:12-19
Matthew 4:1-11
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Announcements:

Diocese of Madison Annual Catholic Appeal 2023
“Trust in the Lord with all Your Heart.”
The theme for the 2023 Annual Catholic Appeal of the Diocese of Madison is “Trust in the Lord with all
Your Heart.” Taken from Proverbs 2:3, this biblical verse reminds us that God indeed holds us in His Heart
and that we need to place our trust in Him, especially in times of difficulty and change.

Each pledge to the Annual Catholic Appeal supports the many programs, resources and services that the
Diocese sponsors, offering hope, help and healing in countless ways. In all that we do, the Gospel
transforms, the sacraments sanctify and our charity blesses.

This year, we ask that you prayerfully consider making a pledge, payable over six months. Your gift will
help enable our parish and the diocese to reach its goal and provide to the ministries supported by the
appeal.

If you received your pledge form in the mail, please complete it and mail it back.
Thank you for your prayerful consideration and generous response.

“Nobody can fight properly and boldly for the faith if he clings to a fear of being stripped of earthly possessions.”
— St. Peter Damian (Feast: February 21), Bishop and Doctor of the Church

Reconciliation is available:
Immaculate Conception,
Blanchardville
Saturdays: 3:15-3:45
St. Joseph, Argyle
Tuesdays: 3:15-3:45
(unless there is no 4 pm Mass)
Sundays: 7:45-8:00
St. Patrick, Hollandale
Fridays: 8:30-9:00 am
Saturday after Mass
Sundays: 10:00-10:15
Also available anytime upon request
Just call 608-967-2344
Email: stisidorepastor@mhtc.net

Getting Married: Please contact
6 months before the date.

New baby: Please call to schedule
the baptism.

In case of serious illness or
imminent death:
Call Fr. Michael any time.

First Friday Communion: For
Communion to the homebound,
please contact Fr. Michael.

Parish Membership:
To join St. Isidore Parish, please
contact Fr. Michael.

Masses for the Week

Monday, February 20t
No Mass

Tuesday, February 21
Saint Peter Damian, Bishop
and Doctor of the Church
4:00 pm — Argyle
+ Helen Marie Kloess

Wednesday, February 22
Ash Wednesday
8:00 am — Blanchardville
+ Barney McGowan

4:00 pm — Argyle
+ John and Dody Condon

6:00 pm — Hollandale
+ Mae and Grant Morse

Thursday, February 23"
Saint Polycarp,
Bishop and Martyr
8:00 am — Hollandale
Herman and Mary Sigg

Friday, February 24t
8:00 am — Hollandale
+ Therese McCarragher

Saturday, February 25
4:00 pm — Blancharduville
+ Ron Anderson

Sunday, February 26"
1%t Sunday of Lent
8:15 am — Argyle
+ Wayne Collins and
Madelyn Jo Langmeier

10:30 am — Hollandale
St. Isidore Parishioners

Liturgical Roles
Saturday, February 25t
Immaculate Conception
Lector: Bev Ryan
Eucharistic: Virginia McGowan

Sunday, February 26"
St. Joseph
Lector: Lydia Steinmann
Eucharistic: Diana Pederson

St. Patrick
Lector: Patricia Sigg
Eucharistic: Jim Sigg

Financial Outlook

TEC Retreat: St. Cecilia, Wisconsin Dells
March 17 (noon) — March 19 (ends 3:30)

TEC (Together Encountering Christ) is
centered on the Paschal Mystery of
Christ. Our Shepherd Bishop Donald
Hying has also centered his 'Go Make
Disciples' initiative on that same theme.
TEC is especially designed to help us grow
in our love for Christ and our Holy
Catholic Church. Itis an amazing
experience for the young at heart who are
15 years of age or older. Regardless of
your present walk in our Catholic Faith,
you will be rejuvenated. This is also a
'shout out' to those of you who have
already experienced a TEC retreat and
would like to help out. Fr. Eric Sternberg
will be the Spiritual Director. Steve
Davies, the lay director, can be reached
at 608.220.2088 or
sdavies@saintchristopherparish.com

Online or paper applications and more
information about TEC can be found
at www.MadisonDiocese.org/TEC or
contacting Marie Lins at the OEC
at 608.821.3135.

Week Ended 1/8/23

Actual Parish Envelope & Offertory Collection $2,136.00
Collections — Fiscal Year to Date $68,666.05
Amount Needed — Fiscal Year to Date $75,600.00
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