
A Most Pleasant and Healthful Place 

1 Quoted in Frederick Gutheim, The Potomac (New York: Rinehart & Company, 1949), 39. 

2 When the name "Whitehaven" appears on the deeds of houses in this area, it is because their 
lots fall within the 759 acres of a royal land grant to Lord Baltimore dating variously said to 
date back to 1675 or 1689. 

3 At the turn of the last century, the park was the site of a zoo. 

4 Rev. Rory T. Conley, The Truth in Charity: A History of the Archdiocese of Washington 
(Editions de Signe: Strasbourg, 2000), 68. 

5 The Ottoman threat to Western Europe was definitively ended by the raising of the siege of 
Vienna in 1683. 

6 This also was the era when, in 1939, Washington, D. C. was separated from the Archdiocese 
of Baltimore and became an archdiocese in its own right, even though Archbishop Michael J. 
Curley, who had succeeded Cardinal Gibbons in 1921, continued to serve as Ordinary of both 
Sees. This unusual arrangement continued until Archbishop Curley's death in 1947. The 
following year, Archbishop Patrick A. O'Boyle was named Archbishop of Washington, a new 
archbishop was named in Baltimore, and the Archdiocese of Washington was expanded to 
include Montgomery and Prince Georges counties and the counties of Southern Maryland. 

7 Our Lady of Victory: A History, edited by Rev. C. G. Butta and Joann Wilson, compiled by 
Allan L 'Etoile. This earlier publication has been an invaluable resource in the writing of the 
present centennial history. 

8 Enclosed in a copper box inside the cornerstone were a medallion of the reigning pontiff, 
Pope Pius XII, copies of the Catholic Standard, the Washington Evening Star, the Washington 
Post and Times Herald, a monthly parish newsletter called The Banner, a description of the 
school and convent, plans for a coming renovation of the church, and some contemporary 
coins. 

9 The Dialogue Mass was a popular liturgical innovation of that era in which the 
congregation joined the altar boys in reciting certain prayers and joined the priest in the 
saying the Creed and other prayers. Like the rest of the Mass, it was all done in Latin. 

10 As far as is known, the charred beams are still there. 




