
ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL PEACE POLICY 

Discipline is a necessary reflection of the philosophy of a Catholic school.  The school and 

individual classrooms should nurture a positive sense of self-discipline in order to provide an 

environment conducive to learning.  Effective discipline has as its end the development of 

students who respect themselves, other people, and those in authority.  As a general rule, the 

classroom teacher manages the discipline issues of the class and enlists the help of the 

administrator in cases involving serious or repeated misbehavior (Archdiocesan Policies and 

Procedures #S 319, 2009). 

In school, every child has the right or privilege to learn and every child has the responsibility to 

follow school and class rules.  While a verbal warning will most often occur first, consequences 

must be expected when wrong choices are made. Please note the revised terminology of 

Infraction and Demerit rather than Behavior Slip (revised summer 2019). 

1. I have the privilege to wear the uniform of St. Joseph School.  This means I have the 

responsibility to abide by the Dress Code found in the Parent Handbook. 

● Any student who does not follow the dress code will receive an Infraction slip.   

The parents may be called to bring the correct uniform to school.  Three (3) 

Infraction slips will result in one Demerit. 

2. I have the privilege to be educated at St. Joseph School between the hours of 8:20 a.m. 

and 3:00 p.m.  This means I have a responsibility to be on time, attend all classes, and 

stay on school premises until being dismissed according to my parents’ plans. 

● Any student who is late and/or leaves early three times, without a note, will 

receive an Infraction slip. Three (3) Infraction slips will result in one Demerit.  

Any student who does not attend class or leaves the school premises without 

permission will receive an automatic detention. 

3. A respectful quiet is expected to be observed in the hallways at all times.  This respectful 

quiet is also to be observed in response to bells throughout the day. 

● Any student who fails to observe a respectful quiet will receive either an 

Infraction slip or a Demerit depending on the noise level. Three (3) Infractions 

will result in a Demerit. 

4. I have the privilege to be educated at St. Joseph School.  I will complete and hand in my 

assignments when they are due. 

● I understand that my teacher will provide a consequence for not handing in my 

assignments when they are due. This is up to each individual teacher. 

5.  I have the privilege to use God’s gift of food for its intended purpose.  This means I eat 

what I have been given with respect and dignity.  I have the responsibility not to waste or 

damage my food or the food of another and to refrain from the use of gum in any manner. 

● Any student who wastes, damages, or throws food of their own or others, or 

uses gum will miss recess and may spend the next day’s recess helping to sweep 

and clean up the cafeteria.  An Infraction slip will be issued or a Demerit 

depending on the severity of the behavior. Three (3) Infractions will result in a 

Demerit, and three Demerits will result in a detention. 



6. I have the privilege to be safe at St. Joseph School.  This means that no one will direct 

threatening or inappropriate language toward me or use such language in my presence.  I 

have the responsibility to make others feel safe with my words and to refrain from using 

threatening or inappropriate language.  I know that I may not use threatening or 

inappropriate language as a joke.  

● To another student:  Any student who directs threatening language, oral or 

written, toward another student or uses inappropriate language, oral or written, 

will receive an immediate detention, will call parents, and will write a letter of 

apology to the other student. 
● To an adult:  Any student who directs threatening language, oral or written, 

toward an adult or uses inappropriate language, oral or written, will have 

his/her parent called, have an immediate conference with the principal and will 

immediately be suspended for two days. A report will be written for 

documentation purposes. 
● Continued violations:  If this behavior continues, the student will be expelled 

from school. 

7.  I have the privilege to be heard at St. Joseph School.  This means that no one will yell, 

scream or shout at me.  I have a responsibility to speak to others with respect instead of 

yelling, screaming or shouting at them and use appropriate language, both oral and 

written. 

● To a student:  Any student who yells, screams, shouts, or speaks unkindly to 

another student will receive an Infraction slip or a Demerit at the teacher’s 

discretion.  
● Continued violations:  Any student who continually shouts or speaks unkindly 

will meet with the principal or guidance counselor.  His/her parents may be 

required to meet with the principal. An automatic detention may result. 
● To a teacher/adult:  Any student who yells, screams, shouts, or speaks unkindly 

to an adult will write a letter of apology to that adult, meet with the principal 

and be suspended immediately for two days. A report will be written for 

documentation purposes. 
● Continued violations:  Any student who continues to shout or speak 

inappropriately to an adult will be expelled. 

 

8. I have the privilege to be respected as a child of God at St. Joseph School.  This means 

that no one will treat me unfairly because of my ethnicity, my weight, my height or my 

gender.  I have a responsibility to treat others fairly and with respect. 

● Any student who treats another student unfairly will meet with the principal or 

guidance counselor to discuss the behavior and will write a letter of apology to 

the student they treated unfairly.  A Demerit will be sent to his/her parents to be 

signed and returned the next day. 
● Continued violations:  If this behavior continues, the student will serve a 

detention.  The parents will also be required to meet with the principal. Further 

consequences may result. 



 

9. I have the privilege to come to a clean, neat, gum and litter free St. Joseph School, 

including the classroom environment, supplies, and textbooks.  This means that everyone 

will protect school property and clean up after him or herself and help others to do the 

same.  I have a responsibility to keep the environment clean, neat, gum and litter free and 

to refrain from any vandalism. 

● Any student who does not make an effort to maintain a clean, neat and litter 

free environment will receive an Infraction slip.   
● Any student who vandalizes the school in any way will receive a detention and 

will need to make restitution for the damage.  Future vandalism will result in an 

automatic out of school suspension and possible expulsion. 
 

10. I have the privilege to a healthy body and mind.  This means I will not use or be in 

possession of tobacco, alcohol, drugs, or exhibit immoral conduct.  I will also refrain 

from using or bringing in juuls or other vaping devices.  I have the responsibility to treat 

my body with respect and to understand that each person has the right to this same 

treatment. 

● Any student who uses or is found in possession of tobacco, alcohol, drugs, or 

vaping devices, or exhibits immoral conduct will receive an automatic out of 

school suspension with the possibility of expulsion. 

11. I have the privilege to be safe at St. Joseph School.  This means that no one will hit me 

kick me, push me, pinch me or hurt me in any way, including horseplay which could lead 

to more serious conduct.  This also means that no one will hurt me with mean words.  I 

have the responsibility to make others feel safe with my words and to refrain from 

fighting and physical aggression. This also means I will not bring any weapons to school, 

or anything that can be used as a weapon. 

 

● To another student:  Any student who exhibits physical aggression toward 

another student will receive 3 Demerits automatically, a detention, and will 

write a letter of apology to the other student, all to be returned the next day. The 

same is true if a weapon or anything resembling a weapon is brought to school. 
● Continued violations:  If this behavior continues, the parents will be required to 

meet with the principal and suspension will be considered. 
● To an adult:  Any student who is physically aggressive toward an adult will have 

his/her parent called, have an immediate conference with the principal and will 

immediately be suspended for two days. A report will be written for 

documentation purposes. 
● Continued violations:  If this behavior continues, the student will be expelled 

from school. 

 

 

 



12.  Disrespect, either in word or action, toward self, others or the environment will not be 

tolerated! 

 

● To another student:  Any student who shows disrespect to another student will 

receive a Demerit and will write a letter to that student apologizing and 

promising he/she will not repeat this misbehavior.  
● Continued violations:  Any student who continues to exhibit disrespectful 

behavior and receives three (3) Demerits will receive a detention, leading to a 

possible suspension. 
● To an adult:  Any student who shows disrespect to an adult will receive up to 3 

Demerits, at the discretion of the teacher, to be signed by the parent and will 

write a letter to that adult, apologizing and promising that he/she will not repeat 

this misbehavior.  The letter will be written that evening and returned the next 

day. 
● Continued violations:  Any student who continues exhibiting disrespectful 

behavior and receives three (3) Demerits will receive a detention, leading to a 

possible suspension. 

**Archdiocesan Responsible User Policy also applies to off-campus behavior that 

somehow brings discredit or scandal to the school and/or causes substantial 

disruption the learning environment (#319.3, 2009). 

13. I have the privilege to be exposed to various methods of technology.  I have the 

responsibility to value it as an educational tool.  I will follow the dictates of the 

Responsible User Policy which parents and students sign, including adhering to the laws 

regarding the copying of information as prescribed by Federal, State, or local laws and 

the Archdiocese of Philadelphia (https://stjosephrc.org/school/wp-

content/uploads/sites/2/2019/08/AOP-Responsible-User-Policy-2019.pdf).  Use of cell 

phones, Apple Watches, Smart Watches, Fit Bits, or the like, are not permitted at any 

time.  They must be stored in backpacks and turned off.  Use of other electronic devices 

such as tablets, Kindles, e-readers, and/or laptops are at the discretion of the teacher. 

 

● Any student misusing technology will receive a Demerit. 
● In addition, all cheating and/or plagiarizing, from any source, will result in the 

student receiving a grade of “0” for the assignment. 
● According to the discretion of the school, circumstances may result in further 

disciplinary action. 

 

After a thorough investigation of any offense or action, the school reserves the right to make the 

final decision. 

Amendments to this policy may be added at the school’s discretion. 

Consequences will be more severe for not telling the truth or if caught being dishonest.  

Dishonesty will be addressed with additional consequences. 

 

 

 

https://stjosephrc.org/school/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2019/08/AOP-Responsible-User-Policy-2019.pdf
https://stjosephrc.org/school/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2019/08/AOP-Responsible-User-Policy-2019.pdf


Detention: 

If a student receives three (3) Demerits, they will serve a morning detention.  Detention will be 

held on the first and third Thursday of each month from 7:00 AM-8:00 AM. It is the family’s 

responsibility to be sure the child arrives on time on the date assigned. 

Infractions and Demerits: 

Infractions are issued for lesser offenses, and Demerits are issued for more serious offenses. 

Please see the next page for a list of possible Infractions and Demerits. Before an Infraction is 

issued, a student will have received one or more warnings. If a student receives three Infractions, 

they will add up to one Demerit. Three Demerits will result in a morning detention. 

Demerits may be issued immediately for serious offenses. A teacher may issue one, two, or three 

Demerits at a time depending on the severity of the behavior. Three Demerits will result in a 

morning detention. 

All Infraction and Demerit slips must be signed by a parent/guardian the same day and returned 

to the homeroom teacher the next day. Failure to complete this task will result in an Infraction 

slip to be issued for each day a signed slip is not returned. Please note that the parent signature 

reflects the knowledge of their child having received an infraction or demerit slip; it does not 

give permission for the slip to be issued. Refusal to sign the slip does not make the slip invalid. 

Some behaviors may result in an automatic detention, suspension, or expulsion at the 

discretion of the principal. 

Some of these behaviors will result in Demerits and an automatic detention. Please refer to the 

Peace Policy for specifics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

St. Joseph School Demerit Slip 
 

Student Name: __________________________ 
 

Homeroom: _______ Date: _____________ 
 

Demerit #: _______ 
 

Reason for Demerit(s): 

________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________ 
 

Parent Signature: 
 

_______________________________________ 

St. Joseph School Infraction Slip 
 

Student Name: ____________________________ 
 

Homeroom: ________  Date: ___________ 
 

Infraction #: _______ 
 

Reason for Infraction:  

__________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________ 
 

Parent Signature: 
 

_______________________________ 
 


