
Welcome to Speech and Language 
 
Learning to communicate is one of the most crucial accomplishments of children.  
Approximately three and a half million children have difficulty with their speech and language.  
The Non-Public Speech and Language Program provided by the Chester County Intermediate 
Unit is available to help children who are having difficulty in one or more of the following areas: 
   

Articulation- the production of speech sounds (errors could include sound omissions, 
substitutions, distortions or additions) 
Language- the ability to understand and use oral language to communicate ideas (basic 
concepts; word meaning; word relationships; grammatical structures; the organization, 
sequencing and formulation of ideas; figurative language; and understanding of questions 

    Fluency – interruptions in the flow or rhythm of speech 
    Voice- a vocal quality which is not appropriate for age or gender 
 
Kindergarteners and new students are screened routinely for appropriate speech and language 
development.  If a student is identified as having a possible need, they are evaluated when it is 
deemed developmentally appropriate, and a Speech and Language Individual Plan (SLIP) is 
written.   
 

Speech and Language Class 
 
“No one can predict to what heights you can soar until you spread your wings”. In our speech 
and language classes we “spread our wings” as we develop new ways to overcome obstacles and 
to reach our goal of using good communication.  Students are scheduled for weekly individual or 
small group speech and language sessions.   
 
Here are Some Helpful Hints for Encouraging Speech and Language Skills at Home: 
* Use your own speech as a model.  Being aware of your own speech production, including 
grammar, helps your child improve and shows them the importance of good speech. 
* Have your child practice their targeted speech sounds with you for at least 2-3 times per week.  
Keep the practice sessions short. 
*Use a mirror so your child knows the placement of his articulators as he practices. 
* Stimulate language by talking to your child about daily events, taking day trips, playing word 
games, cooking and making crafts.    
*Read together while discussing the meaning of new words and the events of the story. 
 
Check out this CCIU NON-PUB SPEECH HUB blog 
https://www.cciu.org/nonpubspeechhub  
You will find general information and tips to support your child’s participation in the Speech and 
Language Program. 
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