
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

Happy New Year.  We are off to a wonderful start here at Saint Joseph School and I thank you for all you do to help make our school 
such a great place to be.  I hope you know how we treasure your children and value the faith you place in our teachers and 
administration to do the best for your children that we can possibly do.  I honestly believe that all of us here at Saint Joseph’s see 
our commitment to you and your children as a sacred trust and wonderful partnership.  Seeing the faces of the children each day 
and knowing that they are safe and happy is the best thing for me, thank you for giving us that chance to assist in their learning and 
growing in the faith. 

As always, I feel so fortunate to have the chance to work with Sister Lisa, Sister Diane, Sister Monica, Mrs. McGeehan and the best 
teachers and classroom aids in the whole Archdiocese.  They make all that we do here at Saint Joseph School more than a job, it is a 
vocation, and we are blessed by that vocation, and we take it very seriously.  Your children are cherished and loved here at Saint 
Joseph School, and we appreciate all you do to give us that opportunity. 

Enclosed with my letter please find the tuition rates for the 2023-2024 school year.  After consultation with Sister Lisa, Allan 
Anderson our Parish Business Manager, and the Parish Finance Council, all of whom I depend on for focus and direction, a tuition 
increase of $500.00 for one child has been suggested and adopted.  I pray that you know that we do not apply this increase lightly, 
we understand that our families make great sacrifices to send their children to our parish school and we are grateful for those 
sacrifices.  We try to keep our costs down as much as possible while also maintaining the level of excellence our families have come 
to expect from Saint Joseph School.  Over the past decade, our tuition increases have averaged 3% annually.  However, the inflation 
rate in the United States was over 9% in the past year and our school is not immune to that.  A significant portion of this increase 
with be used to both recruit and retain our wonderful teachers.  The cost of maintaining and continually updating our beautiful 
school is also a significant consideration.  We compare our tuition rates to most of our neighboring Catholic elementary schools on 
an annual basis and Saint Joseph School is consistently the lowest and will remain so after this increase. 

Please note that there are several avenues of financial assistance that are available to our families, but you must first make 
application for those grants and gifts.  We ask all our current families to re-enroll by February 11, 2023, which will aid us in creating 
our plan for the coming school year.  The details for that re-enrollment process as well as the schedule for tuition is included in Sister 
Lisa’s letter.  For all our new families, we welcome you to Saint Joseph School and we are so happy that you have chosen our school 
for your children.  You will receive details of how to enroll your children as soon as your registration materials have been processed 
by our school administration. 

We are as always grateful to our Saint Joseph Parish family for the gift of their support in spirit, in prayer, and in the subsidy the 
parish gives to the school.  Our parishioners are proud of our wonderful school, and I know they see the school as a very important 
part of our ministry here at Saint Joseph.  Our expectation is that our school families will participate in the life of the parish in many 
ways and that each registered school family will contribute at least $10.00 weekly to the collection showing your investment in our 
parish as well. 

I pray each day that our school children will come to know Jesus in new and wonderful ways as they study and learn, laugh, and pray 
here at Saint Joseph Catholic School. 

God bless you, 
 
Rev. Stephen F. Leva 
Pastor 


