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Church and Parish Office:  
300 State Road • West Grove, PA  19390  

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8 am-12 pm, 1-4 pm 
Email: abvm@comcast.net 

Web: assumptionbvmwestgrove.org  
Facebook: ABVM Parish Community, West Grove, PA 

Twitter: @ABVM_WestGrove 
 

Weekend Mass Times  
Saturday: 4:30 pm  

Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am,  12:00 pm Masses  
 

Daily Mass Schedule 
6:30 am - Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 

8:15 am - Tuesday, Friday 
 

Eucharistic Adoration  
After morning Mass, Monday through Friday, until 7 pm  

ABVM Adoration Chapel 
No adoration on public holidays or snow days.  

Sunday, December 8, 2019 

Pastor …..….…Reverend Scott D. Brockson 
                                    padrescott96@aol.com 
 

 

Pastor  Emeritus…….…..Rev. Msgr. John Graf 
 
 

In Residence ….…Rev. Msgr. Frank Depman 
                       

Deacons ….………..Deacon Thomas Hannan 

                                    Deacon Ronald Lewis 
                             
Business Manager ….…...…Mary Rose Edmonds 
 

Parish Office Staff ……..……Donna Brumbaugh 
                                            Ann Caruso 
 

Parish Office  (Ph) 610-869-2722, (fax) 610-869-3252 
           
Director of Liturgy & Music  Michael Xavier Lundy 

                     abvmwestgrovemusic@gmail.com 
 

School Principal ….……………Danielle White 
                                 principal@abvmschoolwg.us 
 
 

School Office  (Ph) 610-869-9576, (fax) 610-869-4049 
 

Coordinator of Religious Education (CRE) ………... 
                                               Teresa Leszczynski 
                          abvmfaithformation@gmail.com
  

Religious Education Office .…...(Ph) 610-869-8575 
 

Facilities Request……abvmfacilities@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Sacraments and Devotions 
 

Baptism: Sundays at 1:30 pm in Church (bimonthly) 
 

Matrimony: Engaged couples are asked to meet with 
the parish priest at least six months prior to the 
wedding and enroll in a marriage-prep program. 

 

Reconciliation: (Church) Saturdays, 11:00 am-12:15 pm  
 

Rosary: Wednesdays, 6:30 pm (Church)  

 
Bulletin: Submit articles by 8:00 am on Thursday for 
publication the following week. Submit to the Parish 
Office or email DonnaABVM@comcast.net. 
 

Hearing Assist Devices are available for use at Mass.   
Please see an usher for details. 
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                    OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 
 

 On December 12, 1531 a miracle occurred on a hill named by the natives as Tepeyac, at that time 
outside the limits of Mexico City, which would change the history of Mexico and of all of the Americas.  Three 
days before, a beautiful Lady with the appearance of a pregnant Aztec princess, speaking the language of 
the natives, appeared to a middle-aged widower, known by his Christian name as Juan Diego, and identified 
herself as “the ever-virgin Holy Mary, Mother of the true God for whom we live, of the Creator of all things, 
Lord of heaven and earth.”  She asked that he go and inform the bishop that she wished a chapel to be built 
on Tepeyac Hill in her honor.  “I wish that a temple be erected here quickly, so I may therein exhibit and give 
all my love, compassion, help, and protection, because I am your merciful mother, to you, and to all the in-
habitants on this land and all the rest who love me, invoke and confide in me; listen there to their lamenta-
tions, and remedy all their miseries, afflictions and sorrows.”   
 

In humble obedience the visionary went to the residence of the bishop with the message, who, of 
course, was skeptical.  In a second apparition the Lady insisted that he persevere in petitioning the bishop to 
grant her request, and rejected his plea to find someone more important to be her emissary:  “Hark, my little 
son, you must understand that I have many servants and messengers, to whom I must entrust the delivery of 
my message, and carry my wish, but it is of precise detail that you yourself solicit and assist and that through 
your mediation my wish be complied. I earnestly implore, my son the least, and with sternness I command 
that you again go tomorrow and see the bishop. You go in my name, and make known my wish in its entirety 
that he has to start the erection of a temple which I ask of him. And again tell him that I, in person, the ever-
virgin Holy Mary, Mother of God, sent you.”  Juan Diego obeyed, and the bishop asked for a sign of proof.  In 
a third apparition on the hill, the Lady agreed to provide one the next day.  However, Juan Diego’s uncle be-
came very ill and he had to attend to him, which caused him to miss the meeting.  When it was clear that his 
uncle was dying, however, he set out over the hill early in the morning of December 12 to seek a priest to 
come and celebrate the last rites for him.  

 

His business being urgent, Juan Diego took a different path than normal to avoid being stopped by 
the Lady, but she nevertheless met him.  Her words were kind, and provide a beautiful Advent meditation for 
you and me: “Hear me and understand well, my little son, that nothing should frighten or grieve you. Let not 
your heart be disturbed. Do not fear that sickness, nor any other sickness or anguish. Am I not here, who is 
your Mother? Are you not under my protection? Am I not your health? Are you not happily within my fold? 
What else do you wish? Do not grieve nor be disturbed by anything. Do not be afflicted by the illness of your 
uncle, who will not die now of it. Be assured that he is now cured.”  Then she asked him to climb to the place 
where she met him before and bring her the flowers that had bloomed there.  When he did this she arranged 
the flowers, which were carried in the tilma, or cloak made of cactus fiber, which he was wearing.  Believing 
the words about his uncle’s cure, Juan Diego obediently went to see the bishop.  When he opened his tilma 
and laid the flowers at the bishop’s feet, the image of Our Lady appeared on it.  This is the image which is 
venerated today in the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City, undiminished in its beauty and viv-
idness 488 years later, despite the fact that it is imprinted on a garment which should not have lasted more 
than a few decades before falling apart.  After many scientific studies, there remains no natural explanation 
for the image or the durability of the tilma, which for years was laid out under the sun and touched by thou-
sands of people. 

 

With love the Virgin Mary came to the native people of Mexico to free them of their superstitious fears 
of their former gods, to whom were sacrificed tens of thousands of people.  The Spanish had put an end to 
the human sacrifices but could not turn the hearts of the majority to the Church, despite the efforts of the pi-
ous and courageous Franciscan priests.  When Mary gave them her image to venerate, however, they came 
flocking to the priests seeking baptism.  Imagine how moved they must have been that she came to them, not 
as a white European, but with the appearance of one of them.  Besides St. Juan Diego she also had ap-
peared to his uncle, Juan Bernardino, to whom she gave her title in his language of “one who crushes the 
serpent.”  Our Lady of Guadalupe has ever since been a source of consolation and strength to the people of 
Mexico and all the Americas.  How appropriate it is that her feast day, December 12, falls within the season 
of Advent.  In this holy season we remember the coming of the Lord into the world as its Savior, and antici-
pate his second glorious coming with all the angels.  Mary brought Jesus to the Mexican people, appearing to 
them as a pregnant Aztec princess, entering their world of darkness and filling them with light, love and hope.  
She will do the same for each of us if we welcome her as they did. 

 

  - Father Scott 
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Public Prayer Request  
 
 

Name: _______________________________________ 

 
Requester/Phone:______________________________ 
 

Requests will be printed in the bulletin for one month and military 
prayers for six months.  You may renew as often as you wish. 

 

 

 

Please remember to pray for those in need of hope and healing. 
 
 

Tony McGinley, Jan Nigro, Eileen Myrtetus, Dawn Marley, 
Dominick DeMarco, Louann & Daniel Armstrong, Linda Miller, 
Paula Bryan, John S., Jesse Clement, Eileen Byrne, Nancy 
Furniss, Lauren G., Ed & Carol Painter, Joyce Dorazio, Judith 
Hasson, William Haid, Christian Workman, Dorothy Verna, 
Fabiola Matalonis, Norman Ginsburg, Nellie McGinnis, Terry 
O’Connell,  Philip Caruso, Msgr. John Graf, Ryan Coyle, Bet-
ty Anne Silva, Tippi Carlino, Tommy Lake, Gert & John Lin-
coln, Linda & Gene Glomb, Phil Budzynski, Santi Ceccotti, 
Pat Mannion, Joan O’Neill, Scott Cook, Jennifer Donnelly, 
Christopher Busby, Diane Morgan Quigley, Pattie Perry, Deb-
orah Ann Scott,  Domenico Ruffini, Carson Coyle, Mary Jo 
Tate, Nick Gosline, Bill Sauerwine, Bryce Porter, Debbie Rob-
inson, Frankie Knowles, Bruce Barclay, Lorelai Gilbert, Jen-
nifer Keller, Dana & Charles Mitchell, Linda Carango, Mat-
thew, Chayse & Jack Rusnak, Marie O’Donnell, Linda LeNoir, 
Richard Brimes, Bobby Kane, Visitation Prayer Intentions 

 

Readings of the Day 
 

Isaiah 11:1-10, Psalm 72:1-2,7-8,12-13,19  

Romans 15:4-9, Matthew 3:1-12 
 
 

Live the Liturgy 
Inspiration for the Week 

 

World, church, and local events continue to 
challenge our faith. This is all the more reason to 
continue to come together and find encouragement 
and hope in God’s word, sacraments, and our faith 
community. We are people of hope who are called 
to persevere, even in the midst of confusion and 
darkness, as we wait for what is to come. We are 
asked to repent, especially from our tendency to 
fall into doubt and despair. We are asked to repent 
and place our trust in Isaiah’s words that God’s 
world of innocence will be restored. We need to 
hear John the Baptist’s words today more than 
ever: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is a 
hand!” Rather than being disappointed by what 
human beings and world cannot give, let us 
commit anew to what God can and will provide. 

   Pray For Our Military   

♦CPL Christian Workman 

♦SGT Meghan Guerrera 

♦SGT Michael Guerrera 

♦SGT James Francis 

♦2 LT Nicholas J. Caruso 

♦SGT Andrew Wolfe 

♦SSGT James McWilliams 

♦AB Michael Connelly & 
FLT277, Lackland AFB 

♦SPC Thomas Wolfe 
♦SGM Nicolas Relacion 
♦CPL Charles Morgan Griffith 
♦SSGT Michael Kauffman 
♦HM1 Matthew Rosenberg  
♦AB Brandon Narkin & FLT 
601/602 Lackland AFB 

♦2 LT Niccolo Iacovelli 

♦Service Members & Coalition 

Military Plaque to honor those who are currently serving in the 
U.S. Military is on display in the Church Vestibule.  If you would 
like to have your loved one’s picture displayed, please send a 
photo of your active duty military person, in uniform, with their 
name, rank, and your contact information. Contact Dave Bes-
selman at 484-667-0267 or dbesselman1@gmail.com. 

 

Rest in Peace 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon them.  May their souls and all the souls 

of the faithful departed rest in peace. 
 

Edouard Fils-Aime 
H. Melvin Frank, Jr. 

Phyllis Smith 
 

Second Sunday of Advent 

 Let us continue to pray for our Armed Forces. We thank 
God for their sacrifices they make to ensure our freedom.  
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The 2020 Parish Appeal is off to an 
excellent start. In the first five weeks 
we have pledges from one-hundred 
and eighty-four families for more 
than $64,500 with $39,837 in hand. 
The Appeal is supporting continuing 
operations of the Parish. The first 
$150,000 will go to balance the par-
ish budget; the remainder will go 
toward the emergency fund for un-
budgeted, major expenses for the 
church; e.g., the ultimate replace-
ment of the church roof. The Fi-
nance Council and Father Scott 
thank you for your generosity. 
Please complete the Intention Card 
you received in your letter from Fa-
ther Scott and place it in the enve-
lope in the collection basket or mail 
the envelope to the Parish Office. If 
you wish, you may use the Parish 
Appeal envelope from your packet of 
envelopes to make your donation.  

The estimated income for our 2020 
fiscal year budget has been adjusted 
to reflect recent historical income 
numbers.  Our income goal is 
$722,000 for the Offertory collection. 
Our average weekly income is slight-
ly above the goal.  Keep up the good 
work. Some parishioners have in-
creased their donation. If you are 
able, please consider joining them. 
Our beloved church with the associ-
ated facilities is 18 years old today. 
As in your home, maintenance costs 
and operating costs need to be ad-
dressed. You have demonstrated 
your generosity to enable us to fulfill 
our fiscal responsibilities. Please 
continue to be generous. 

Marian Feast Days 

 

Immaculate Conception of the  

Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

Monday, December 9th 
 

Masses at 6:30 am, 10:00 am and 7:00 pm 

The Immaculate Conception, Patroness of the United States, 

 Pray for our country! 

 
 

Our Lady of Guadalupe 
 

Thursday, December 12th 
 

Masses at 6:30 am and 10:00 am 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Patroness of the Americas, 

 Pray for us! 

Christmas Masses 
 

Christmas Eve  
 

Tuesday, December 24th 
 

 4:00 pm Mass (Main Church-Fr. Brockson) 

          4:00 pm Mass (Lower Level-Fr. Chris Beretta) 

 7:00 pm Mass 

 10:00 pm Mass 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

Christmas Day 
 

Wednesday, December 25th 
 

9:00 am Mass 

11:00 am Mass 
 

O Come, Let Us Adore Him! 

Spend Time with Our Lord in Adoration this Advent and 
Grow Deeper in your Relationship with Jesus  

  

Eucharistic Adoration 
 

Monday through Friday  

After Morning Mass until 7 pm 

Assumption BVM Adoration Chapel 
 

Please consider signing up at the Holy Hour sign-up table located in the Church 
vestibule or contact Mary at 302-388-3752; hartown@verizon.net.    

 

 

Collection November 24, 2019  

Collection December 1, 2019 

$13,163 

$14,611 

 Includes estimated $4,750 E-Giving 

-32% participation 

Avg. Weekly Collection 2019/2020  

 Estimated Wkly Expenses 2019/20 

$14,089 

$13,855 

   
Thanksgiving Works of Mercy Collection      $ 1,024  
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CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
 

Appalachian Winter 
 
 

a Cantata for Christmas with  

Choir and Orchestra 
 

Composed By Joseph M. Martin 
Michael Xavier Lundy, Conductor  

 

Sunday, December 8, 2019 
4:00 pm 

 
 
 
 
 

FREE WILL OFFERING 
proceeds to benefit the purchase of  

handbells for our parish  
(see church website for details) 

 
 

assumption of the blessed virgin mary parish 
300 state road, west grove, pa 19390 

610 - 869 - 2722 
www.assumptionbvmwestgrove.org 
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Assumption BVM School News 
  
 

CALENDAR: 
December 9 - Immaculate Conception Mass at 10:00 am 
December 9 -12: Holiday Shop 
December 12 - Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass at 10:00 am 
December 13 - Class Mass at 8:15 am (Grades  2 & 6) 
December 17 -  Holiday Show from 6:00 –7:30 pm  
December 18 - 7th & 8th Grade Field Trip to Sight & Sound Theater 
December 19 - Hampstead Theater Company Production 
December 20 - All School Mass; Holiday Parties 
December 23-31: No School—Christmas Vacation  
 

Giant and Acme Gift Cards:  
 

Support Assumption BVM School by purchasing Giant and 
Acme Gift Cards. Cards are sold weekdays from 8 am to 3 pm 
and after all the weekend Masses.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
Why transform? Because you deserve a transformation. 
 

What is Transform? An opportunity to transform your health & life!  
 

How can you transform? Through interactive group support ses-
sions that help you understand and apply transformational lifestyle 
changes.  
 

Please consider attending our upcoming session on Wednesday, 
December 18th from 6-8 pm in the ABVM Parish Life Center.  
(Note: We will have a whole food plant based potluck). 
This month’s topic is:  
 

Foods that Fight Pain: Revolutionary New 
Strategies for Maximum Pain Relief 

 

Part 1: Lectio Divina - Matthew 7:7 
“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and 
the door will be opened to you.”  
- Presented by: Deacon Tom Hannan and Sharon Hannan 
 

Part 2: Foods that Fight Pain - Revolutionary New Strategies 
for Maximum Pain Relief   - Presented by Steve Bowman 
 

Questions: Contact Steve Bowman at transformffh@gmail.com  
or by phone at 302.584.7531.  

Religious Education News 

The last class of the Semester will 

be Sunday, December 22nd.  The 

classes will resume Sunday, 

January 5th, Tuesday, January 7th 

and Wednesday, January 8th.  

May your families enjoy a truly Blessed Christmas 

and Holy New Year.  

  

 

     Assumption BVM  

     GIVING TREE 
   Helping Those in Need 
 
 

Please help make Christmas brighter for those in 
our community who are in need. This Advent, 
please take a tag from our Giving Tree in the 
Church vestibule. Donations support the Parish 
Works of Mercy, Twin Pines Nursing Home, Saint 
Rocco’s, Domestic Violence Center of Chester 
County, Family Promise, Birthright, and Aid for 
Friends Program. Please bring your wrapped gifts 
with tags attached on Sunday, December 15th by 
the end of the 10 am Mass. All are invited to help 
sort and deliver gifts after the 12 pm Mass. We are 
looking for volunteers to help with the deliveries 
especially to Birthright and Twin Pines. For ques-
tions, call Dot at 215-460-2616 or Ann at 610-869-
8559. 

Did You Know Our 

Church on State Road  

is 18 Years old Today? 

 
The Assumption of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary 

Parish dedicated the current church building on State 

Road on December 8, 2001.   Our church was built on 

a 16 acre parcel of land that Monsignor Craven had 

purchased in 1959 in the hope of building a larger 

parish facility in the future.  Let us give thanks this 

day for our beautiful church building!   
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  Children’s Ministry Nativity Program 
 

The Children’s Liturgy of the Word team invites you to bring your children to a special 
Christmas event centered on learning about the birth of Jesus. Prayer, song, and crafts 
will be enjoyed by young children as they rotate through five fun stations, each with a 
different Christ-centered lesson and activity. 
 

When:  Friday, December 20th, 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm 
 

Where:  ABVM Parish Life Center (Lower Level of Church) 
 

  Who:  Recommended for children ages 4 to 8, but children up through age 10 are welcome to participate. 
  (Please, no children under age 4). 

 

  Why:  We love our parish children, and we know that our parish families need time to shop, wrap, and 
   prepare for Christmas! 
 

 
 

Yes!  I would love for my kids to attend! What should I do? 
 

1. Please register no later than Dec. 15
th
 so that we know how many children to expect and have time to prepare 

the materials. You can sign-up at the table in the narthex after Mass or call/text Lisa Goldstein at 443-690-1276 
or email at lisamarie0714@hotmail.com  

 

2. We need adult volunteers with SAFE environment clearances and an enthusiasm for young children and our 
faith! Let Lisa know by phone or email if you are able to help. 

 

3. Please send your child with a small tote bag marked with his or her name in which he or she can carry home 
crafts. 

 

ASSUMPTION BVM PARISH FUNDRAISER 
 

HOLY FAMILY PICTURE 

donated by local artist and parishioner, 

Dan Gottel 

Raffle chances to win this beautiful depiction of  
the HOLY FAMILY will be sold after all the Masses 
until this Sunday, December 8th.  After the Noon 
Mass, Father Scott will select the lucky winner.  

 

RAFFLE TICKETS: $10 a ticket or 3 for $25. 
 
 

Please make checks payable to Assumption BVM Church. 
Proceeds will benefit the Assumption BVM Emergency Fund;  

e.g. Replacement of the Church Roof.   
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Pray the Rosary for Life (12/8-12/14/19)  
  Sun.  T. Harrison/N. Northrup    Thu.  N. Kennard                                     
  Mon.  M. Tarkington                    Fri.   R. Gaffney 
  Tue.   C. Humkey/C. Sedlak       Sat.  M. Mueller/T. Leszczynski                                                                            
  Wed.  C. Lyons    (Sign-up to pray in the church vestibule.) 

HopeAfterAbortion.com; afterabortion.org; 
RachelsVineyard.org 610-354-0555,  

Pregnant? Need Help? Call 1-800-CARE-002.  

Birthright: 610-436-0773. 

Aid for Friends Cooks: Filled, frozen meal trays can 
be taken to the freezer in the ABVM Parish Life Center, 
weekdays from 8 am-7 pm. To help prepare meals or be 

an AFF driver, call Ann 610-869-8559.  

Annulment Proceeding: Metropolitan Tribunal, 
Archdiocese of Philadelphia (215) 587-3750.  

Al-Anon meeting: Held every Monday, 7:30 pm, in 
the ABVM Church. (https://al-non.org)   

Lions Club Hospital Equipment Loan Program: 
Contact 484-883-0515; www.aglions.com.  

Courage: Courage ministers to those with same-sex 
attractions and their loved ones.  A weekly peer support 
group is offered to homosexual men and women who 
wish to live according to the teaching of the Catholic 
Church.  Call 215-587-4505.  Confidentiality assured. 

Disabilities & Autism Help-Line: Need help 
accessing services and supports for someone with an 
intellectual disability or autism? Call 484-472-5041. 

Catholic Men’s Pornography Addiction Group:  Call 
confidentially at 215-490-4660. 

Social Outreach  

 

March for Life 
Washington, D.C. 

Friday, January 24, 2020 
 

Life is a precious gift from God.  Please 
join Assumption BVM Church as we 

sponsor a bus trip to Washington, D.C. 
for the 46th Annual March for Life. 

Bus transportation sign-ups will begin in 
late December in the Church vestibule. 
This year, we will be sharing a bus with 

St. Patrick’s in Kennett Square.  

  Ministry of Consolation 
          

How to Manage the Holidays 
 

You may be experiencing the holidays for the first time without a 
loved one.  We would like to help you enjoy them again.  Healing 
begins and ends with you.  It is about life and living.  If you have 
experienced the loss of a loved one, whether it is recent or in the 
past, we may be able to ease your pain.  Our Consolation meetings 
are held the third Thursday of each month.  We are an intimate, no 
pressure group which respects your confidentiality.  Please consider 
joining us on Thursday, December 19th at 7:00 PM in the 
Assumption BVM Chapel. The meeting lasts approximately one 
hour.  We hope to see you there.  God bless you with peace. For 
individual grief support or questions, contact Ginny 610-869-7880 
or Joan 610-322-5792.  

 JOSEPH’S PEOPLE – WEST GROVE 
       For the Unemployed & Underemployed 
                

         Wednesday, December 18th 
 

Please join our Joseph's People West Grove meeting on 
Wednesday, December 18, 2019 at 7:00 pm at the Assumption 
BVM Parish Life Center (Church lower level).   
 

Ruder Schill from SCORE of Chester and Delaware Counties, will 
be our guest speaker. SCORE, "Counselors to America's Small 
Business," is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that provides free 
mentoring and education services to entrepreneurs in the United 
States. Ruder worked at Hewlett Packard and Agilent for 43 years. 
In addition to his work in industry, he owned and managed real es-
tate and co-owned and operated a gift shop in the Exton Mall. Short-
ly after his retirement, he joined SCORE. He regularly mentors en-
trepreneurs in person, via video conferencing, or by phone. He is 
one of the instructors for a Business Planning Workshop that is 
taught several times each year in Chester & Delaware counties.  
 

Joseph’s People provides prayerful support, introducing community 
resources, encouraging member interaction, discussing job opportu-
nities, etc.  Pass along to anyone in need.  
   
 

Ann Barr 
ann.barr@josephspeople.org; www.josephspeople.org 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On December 1, 2019, the following children were  
welcomed into our Assumption BVM Parish Family: 

 

Sloane Elizabeth Sturdivant 

Adelaide Marie Hurt 

 

On  December 5, 2019, the following child was  
welcomed into our Assumption BVM Parish Family: 

 

Bryant Robert Williams 
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Poinsettia & Wreath Sale 
        ON SALE AFTER MASS 

 

Poinsettias $7 ~ Wreaths $25   
Cemetery Blankets & Crosses 

$25  
 

For questions, call Ray Bunjo at 610-869-9336.   

 

 
 

 
 

Christmas Basket Program 

Friday, December 13: 4 pm Setup 
Saturday, December 14: Distribution 

Parish Center (School Gym) 
 

No Knights Meeting in December 
 

Dinner & Bingo 

Thursday, January 2nd 
6 pm Dinner, 6:30 pm Bingo (School Gym) 

 

Coffee & Donut Social 

Sunday, January 5th, 11 am 
Parish Life Center   

 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

Sunday, January 5th, 8 am-1 pm 
Parish Center (School Gym)   

 

For membership information, please contact 
Ron Calloway at 980-875-1605 or  

rlcalloway99@gmail.com. 

 

HAPPENING SOON 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
 

Assumption BVM Parish Center 
 

290 State Road, West Grove, PA 
 

Sunday, January 5, 2020 

8:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
 

Appointments are preferred. 
Please call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767)  

or visit redcrossblood.org and enter sponsor code assumptionbvm. 
You can also download the Blood Donor App. 

For additional questions, contact Assumption BVM  
parishioner, Ann Barr, at 610-869-8559.  

 

You can also signup after Mass in the Church vestibule.  
 

 

 

 

 

Ladies Auxiliary Meeting 
Monday, December 9th 

7:00 pm 
 ABVM Parish Life Center 

 

All members are encouraged to attend our monthly meeting.  
For more information, contact Terry at 610-291-9938.  

 

 

 

 

Participants can go on the website: 
www.charitymania.com to view the winning 
sweepstakes game card numbers each week 
to see if they’ve won.  Winners will also be 

notified by mail.   

Congratulations to the Week 12 & 13 
 Lucky Winners: 

 

Ticket   Prize   Name                 Points 

1718    $50   Ann Caruso           12 

  173    $25     Tom Haid              108 

4022    $25      Tom Wizda           106        

 

Cookie Call 
 

Here's your chance to spread some 
Christmas cheer.  

 

The Ladies Auxiliary will be baking, collecting 
and distributing cookies for the members of our Communion 
Call List along with other deserving parishioners. Show off 
your skills and whip a batch or two of your specialties.   
 

 

Please bring cookies on 
Saturday, December 21st 

to the Parish Life Center at 9:00 am.   
 
 

Thank you for sharing your holiday treats!  
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      December 2019       
Dear Friends, 
  

Imagine walking up and down the aisles of the supermarket shopping for your family’s weekly needs.  You know 
how much food you need to fill the empty shelves in your cabinets at home, but you also know you have other bills to 
pay.  The other bills are essential to your survival- your rent/mortgage, electric bill, transportation costs and monthly med-
ical bills.  You stop shopping…you stand in the middle of the aisle trying to choose between one basic need or another.  
What should you do??  Unfortunately, many people in the Avon Grove area are asking themselves this question and often, 
the answer is to go without food.  In addition to children and seniors, there is an alarming number of working poor, who 
despite being employed, often in multiple jobs, are unable to make ends meet.  During the Christmas Season, the Avon 
Grove Christmas Basket Program tries to make this holiday a little more joyful for those families. 

 
 Thank you to all the generous people who have made this program a success for so many years.  Our campaign 

would never have been able to assist the 392 families that were cared for in 2018 without your time, donations and sup-
port.  It would be wonderful if we could say that there is not a need to run the program this year, but the reality is that we 
still have many families living in our area that need help. 

 

The Avon Grove Christmas Basket Program has been a constant for those needy people in the community.  We 
work to provide them with a turkey or ham, fresh produce, canned goods, bakery items and some toys for their children.  
There are many, many volunteers who make this program work every year and we invite you to join us to bring a little 
Christmas spirit to your neighbors in need.  Below is the schedule for the program this year.  We need volunteers to give 
of their time to assist with the packing/distribution or possibly to deliver baskets to shut-ins and help pick up the food-
stuffs from the local vendors.  If you can give of your talent, perhaps by coordinating events that day or being a translator, 
that would be a blessing.  You can also assist us monetarily since a good portion of the items we distribute to the needy 
families must be purchased from local vendors. 

 
                                                              The key is YOU!!!! 
 All our best intentions mean nothing without your support. This support can be shown in many ways: 
 1. Financial  
-All monetary contributions can be made out to Avon Grove Christmas Basket Program and mailed to the address 
below (please try and respond as soon as possible so we can allocate our resources).           
 2. Foodstuffs 
-The schools and scouts will be collecting; if you have something to contribute and cannot contact one of these 
groups, please call me at 610-869-4100. 
 3. Time  
            Friday 12/13        

4:00pm Setting up the tables & the Toy rooms, sorting canned goods and organizing the distribution 
      5:00pm Packing baskets, unloading perishables                          
            Saturday 12/14    
     8:00am Delivery to housebound recipients & finalize Baskets 
            8:30am-Recipient families arrive for the Christmas program in the Parish Center 
     9:00am-Prayer service & Visit from Santa 
           9:15am-Distribution of Christmas baskets 
 

      All of the above activities will take place at the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary School and Parish Center (290 
State Road in West Grove). 

May you and your family have a healthy and blessed Christmas season!! 
                                
 May God bless you for your generosity! 
 

 John J. Brennan  
 Avon Grove Christmas Basket Program 
 PO Box 146 
 New London, PA.19360  
 JohnJBrennan@comcast.net 
 610-869-4100 

 
 

 
The Avon Grove Christmas Basket Program sponsored by the Knights of Columbus is a 501c6 organization and a 

Tax ID can be provided upon request. 

Merry  

       Christmas !!! 
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PARENTS - Are you aware of what your child is seeing or sharing online? 
 
Internet is not intrinsically bad, but there exists “Online Abuse.”  Chester County 

Crime Victims Center (CCCVC) will discuss this topic and provide practical advice 

on how to speak confidently with our children and teenagers about how to avoid 

the harms of inappropriate pictures, of creating unfavorable digital history, and of 

cyberbullying.  They will also help you to recognize grooming and predatory 

behavior, and what to do if this is encountered. This need-to-know information is for 

parents, grandparents and anyone responsible for the care and education of 

minors. The event is for adults only and is free of charge.  

 
This Wednesday, December 11, 2019 

6:30 pm - 8:00 pm 

Assumption BVM Parish 

300 State Road, West Grove, PA 

St. Cecilia Room (Church Lower Level) 

 
Please note: This event is slightly different than the ABVM school-held CCCVC 

presentation last spring.  The goal is NOT to scare parents & grandparents, but to inform 

and empower.  Please look for “Save-The-Dates” in the Church bulletin in the new year 

on how to preemptively address Modern Digital Parenting Issues with this knowledge.  

Awareness is the first step. Conversation is the second. 

 

“For God gave us a spirit not of fear, but of power and love and self-control.”   

-- 2 Timothy 1:7 -- 
 
 
 

For additional information about the Chester 

County Crime Victims Center, or if you 

would like to help support their efforts in 

advocating for local victims of crisis situations, 

please visit:  www.cvcofcc.org/donate. 

 

Any questions regarding this event, email: 

ABVMDigitalParenting@gmail.com. 

http://www.cvcofcc.org/donate
mailto:ABVMDigitalParenting@gmail.com
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Local News and Events… 
 

 

NEW YORK TENORS CONCERT (December 11, 2019, 7:30 pm, Miraculous Medal Shrine, Philadelphia, PA) Don’t miss 
the “Spirit of Christmas” starring The New York Tenors.  Call 215-532-5783 or email CBuckley@Cammonline.org.  
 

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE MASS (December 11, 2019, 8 pm Procession, 9 pm Mass, Cathedral Basilica of SS. Peter 
and Paul, Philadelphia) Celebrant will be Bishop Edward Deliman. All are invited.  
 

SPIRIT POWER RETREAT (December 12, 2019, 9 am and concluding with 3 pm Mass, Malvern Retreat House, Malvern, 
PA)  This powerful retreat entitled “The Fearless Voice of Mary” will be directed by Marty Rotella, singer/songwriter/
evangelist. Guest speaker: Fr. Stephen DeLacy.  Call 610-644-0400 or malvernretreat.com/register.  
 

ADVENT RETREAT WITH FR. JAMES BLOUNT (December 13-15, 2019, Malvern Retreat House, Malvern, PA) This re-
treat includes inspirational teaching, adoration, Mass, and healing service. Please visit malvernretreat.com or call 610-
644-0400. 
 

JOHN CARDINAL FOLEY LECTURE SERIES (January 27, 2020, 7 pm, St. Charles Borromeo Seminary, Wynnewood, PA)  
Topic: “On the Church and Social Communications” featuring Father Mike Schmitz. Please visit www.scs.edu.  
 

RETROUVAILLE FOR MARRIED COUPLES (February 21-23, 2020, Malvern Retreat House, Malvern, PA) Retrouvaille 
provides tools to help put your marriage in order again.  Visit www.helpourmarriage.org or call 215-766-3944. 
 
AN EVENING OF PROMISE FUNDRAISER (March 28, 2020, Hartefeld National, Avondale, PA) Family Promise of South-
ern Chester County presents an Evening of Promise Because every Child Deserves a Home. Featuring cocktails, hors 
d'oeuvres, cash bar and silent auction.  For tickets, visit familypromisescc.org or call 610-444-0400.     

Catholic Young Adults of 
Chester County (CYACC) 
 

Wednesday, December 11th: The 
Hiddenness of God. If we can't 
see Him, does He exist?  Join CY-
ACC at 7:15 pm at Saints Peter 
and Paul Church (Parish Center) 
in West Chester to welcomes Dr. Stephen Napier, Associ-
ate Professor of Philosophy at Villanova. He will present on 
The Divine Hiddenness Argument, and contradict the athe-
ist claim that a loving God cannot exist. We expect this to 
be an excellent and thought provoking talk and hope that 
you can join us.  
 

Wednesday, December 18th: Cookie Social 
Join CYACC at 7:15 pm at Saints Peter and Paul Church in 
West Chester. Back by popular demand, join CYACC for our 
Annual Cookie Party! Feel free to make, bake or buy your 
own cookies for all to share. It's always a great time with 
cookies, games, and fellowship.  
 

You won't want to miss these great events.  For more in-
formation check www.cyacc.org or find us in Facebook / 
email us at cyacc1@gmail.com 

 
Support the Avon Grove Christmas 

Basket Program 
 

      CANNED FOOD               
              DRIVE 

 

Please return your food  

donations to the collection box 

in the vestibule this  

weekend, December 7/8.  

 
We would appreciate donations of canned vege-
tables, canned meats/tuna fish, peanut butter, 
jelly, bagged rice, pasta and stuffing.  For ques-
tions, contact John Brennan at 610-869-4100  or 
JJBrennan@AssumptionBVMWestGrove.org  

CatholicPhilly.com offers Catholic news, faith 
formation and inspiration to our neighbors in 
the Archdiocese of Philadelphia and through-
out the world.  Sign up for a free email news-
letter twice a week at catholicphilly.com/
newsletter.  

http://www.cyacc.org/
mailto:cyacc1@gmail.com
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2019 
 

4:30 pm Vigil Mass - Patricia Richardson, requested by  
 Her Family 
Reader 1/Reader 2: S. & H. Leinhauser 
Deacon: Deacon Lewis,  Extraordinary Ministers: L. Goldstein,  
C. Humkey, M. Petrarca, F. Puoci,  J. Chapman  
Altar Servers: A. Daneker, E. Goldstein, AJ Gourgoulis 
Music: Anthem  
Sacristan: F. Buoni 

 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2019 
 

8:00 am Mass - Anthony Malchione, requested by His Family 
Reader 1/Reader 2: D. Buoni, T. Finley 
Deacon: Deacon Lewis, Extraordinary Ministers: S. Tobin (A),  
L. Lanciano (B), J. Patrick (C), J. Kirwin (LH), B. DiMarco  
Altar Servers: H. Stumpf, L. & T. Wilson                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Music: A. Wengloski, M. Lundy 
Sacristan: R. Bunjo 
 

10:00 am Mass - Jose J. Venancio, requested by 
 The Venancio Family  
Reader 1/Reader 2: M.A. Schill, A. Pfaff     
Deacon: Deacon Hannan, Extraordinary Ministers: K. Corkadel (D), 
D. Shannon (E), B. Michalski (TP), M. Wharton (JPP), L. McNamara 
(JPR), R. Schill (PENN), J. Brennan                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Altar Servers: H. Char, R. Hamilton, C. Opdenaker 
Music: Regina Coeli Choir 
Sacristan: S. Gempp 
 

12:00 pm Mass - Bill Breeding, requested by His Family 
Reader 1/Reader 2: S. Liberatore, L. Richardson 
Deacon: Deacon Hannan, Extraordinary Ministers: S. Hannan,  
J. Fredericksdorf, M.K. LaRoe, E. Barron, 1 Extraordinary Minister to 
be determined                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Altar Servers: S. & J. Calabretta, K. O’Donnell 
Music: A. Laub, M. Lundy 
Sacristan: J. Lyons 
 

 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2019-Immaculate Conception 
 

6:30 am Mass - Fr. James Melle, requested by the Parish Office 
 
10 am Mass - Eva DiGiuseppe, requested by The Erling Family 
Reader 1/Reader 2: M. A. Schill,  E. Sigda  
Deacon: Deacon Hannan, Extraordinary Ministers: E. Havrilak, N. 
Paproth                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Altar Servers: A. Strehlau, D. & N. Sullivan   
 
7:00 pm Mass - Intentions of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Reader 1/Reader 2: T. Finan, L. Richardson 
Extraordinary Ministers: D. Brumbaugh, B. DiMarco, M.K. LaRoe,  
L. Lanciano, 1 Extraordinary Minister to be determined                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Altar Servers: R. Riordan, 2 Altar Servers to be determined 
Music: Anthem 
Sacristan: J. Lyons 
 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2019  
 

8:15 am Mass - Phyllis Moniak, requested by Chris and 
 Maryanne Fell and Family 

 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2019 
 

6:30 am Mass - People of the Parish 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2019-Our Lady of Guadalupe 
 

6:30 am Mass - Bruce Bolse, requested by Mary Fakis 
 
10:00 am Mass - Intentions of Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
 requested by the ABVM Rosary Group 

Reader: M. A. Schill 
Deacon: Deacon Hannan, Extraordinary Ministers: L. Goldstein, 
E. Havrilak                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Altar Servers: C. Munger, C. Opdenaker, M. Stemerman 

 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2019 
 

8:15 am Mass -  Betty Shannon, requested by Her 
Husband, Dennis Shannon 

 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2019 
 

4:30 pm Vigil Mass - Margaret and Joseph Braun, 
 requested by Their Family 
Reader 1/Reader 2: D. Buoni, E. Sigda 
Deacon: Deacon Lewis,  Extraordinary Ministers: P. Crowley,  
E. Havrilak, C. Humkey, D. Lauletta, R. Schill  
Altar Servers: H. Stumpf, D. Sullivan, M. Welch 
Music: Regina Coeli Choir  
Sacristan: S. Gempp 

 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2019 
 

8:00 am Mass - Fred Atkinson, requested by  
 The Atkinson Family 
Reader 1/Reader 2: M. Debes, N. Coyne 
Deacon: No Deacon, Extraordinary Ministers: L. Goldstein (A), 
F. Puoci (B), D. Shannon (C), J. Fredericksdorf (LH), B. 
DiMarco, S. Murphy  
Altar Servers: E. Goldstein, N. Murphy, 1 Altar Server to be 
determined                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Music: G. Kull, M. Lundy 
Sacristan: Ray Bunjo 
 
10:00 am Mass - Gabe and Gabey Bolla, requested by 
 The Bolla Family  
Reader 1/Reader 2: G. & E. Charlton     
Deacon: Deacon Hannan, Extraordinary Ministers: M. Wharton 
(D), A. Barr (E), S. Tobin (TP), T. Powell (JPP), B. Michalski 
(JPR), L. Lanciano (PENN), J. Brennan                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Altar Servers: H. Char, H. Nunan, N. O’Donnell 
Music: Anthem 
Sacristan: A. Mazzeo 
 
12:00 pm Mass - Special Intentions of Monsignor Graf, 
 requested by Assumption BVM Parish Family  
Reader 1/Reader 2: L. Richardson, K. Hamill-Clark 
Deacon: Deacon Hannan, Extraordinary Ministers: S. Hannan, 
E. Barron, M.K. LaRoe, 2 Extraordinary Ministers to be 
determined                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Altar Servers: AJ Gourgoulis, R. Hamilton, C. Norbeck 
Music: G. Kull, M. Lundy, Handbell Choir 
Sacristan: J. Lyons 
 
Are you new to the Parish and would like to register? 
We would love to have you!!  You can register every 
weekend after the 4:30 pm Vigil Mass and after the 10 am 
Mass. See a Parish Representative at the Registration Desk 
in the Adoration Chapel.   

Weekly Mass 
  Intentions 


