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Church and Parish Office:  
300 State Road • West Grove, PA  19390  

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8 am-12 pm, 1-4 pm 
Email: abvm@comcast.net 

Web: assumptionbvmwestgrove.org  
Facebook: ABVM Parish Community, West Grove, PA 

Twitter: @ABVM_WestGrove 
 

Weekend Mass Times  
Saturday: 4:30 pm  

Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am,  12:00 pm Masses  
 

Daily Mass Schedule 
6:30 am - Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 

8:15 am - Tuesday, Friday 
 

Eucharistic Adoration  
After morning Mass, Monday through Friday, until 7 pm  

ABVM Adoration Chapel 
No adoration on public holidays or snow days.  

Sunday, December 15, 2019 

Pastor …..….…Reverend Scott D. Brockson 
                                    padrescott96@aol.com 
 

 

Pastor  Emeritus…….…..Rev. Msgr. John Graf 
 
 

In Residence ….…Rev. Msgr. Frank Depman 
                       

Deacons ….………..Deacon Thomas Hannan 

                                    Deacon Ronald Lewis 
                             
Business Manager ….…...…Mary Rose Edmonds 
 

Parish Office Staff ……..……Donna Brumbaugh 
                                            Ann Caruso 
 

Parish Office  (Ph) 610-869-2722, (fax) 610-869-3252 
           
Director of Liturgy & Music  Michael Xavier Lundy 

                     abvmwestgrovemusic@gmail.com 
 

School Principal ….……………Danielle White 
                                 principal@abvmschoolwg.us 
 
 

School Office  (Ph) 610-869-9576, (fax) 610-869-4049 
 

Coordinator of Religious Education (CRE) ………... 
                                               Teresa Leszczynski 
                          abvmfaithformation@gmail.com
  

Religious Education Office .…...(Ph) 610-869-8575 
 

Facilities Request……abvmfacilities@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Sacraments and Devotions 
 

Baptism: Sundays at 1:30 pm in Church (bimonthly) 
 

Matrimony: Engaged couples are asked to meet with 
the parish priest at least six months prior to the 
wedding and enroll in a marriage-prep program. 

 

Reconciliation: (Church) Saturdays, 11:00 am-12:15 pm  
 

Rosary: Wednesdays, 6:30 pm (Church)  

 
Bulletin: Submit articles by 8:00 am on Thursday for 
publication the following week. Submit to the Parish 
Office or email DonnaABVM@comcast.net. 
 

Hearing Assist Devices are available for use at Mass.   
Please see an usher for details. 
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                      THE ENCHANTING IMAGE 

 
Our Holy Father Pope Francis issued an apostolic letter on December 1 with the title Admirabile signum, “The 
enchanting image,” given on the occasion of his visit to the Italian city of Grecchio, where St. Francis of Assisi 
created the first Nativity scene in 1233.  It is a short letter which I highly recommend especially for parents 
with children to read.  You can find the entire text in English on the Vatican website under “Apostolic Letters.”  
 

So much emphasis is placed in our society on Santa Claus during the Christmas season that children are of-
ten confused about how the Baby Jesus fits into it.  They learn more about Santa during Christmas than about 
the Baby Jesus.  A great way to help children understand the true meaning of Christmas is to make a big deal 
about setting up a Nativity scene in the home.  Read aloud some passages from the Nativity account in the 
Gospel of Matthew or Luke.  Explain who the figures represent and why they are important to us today. Bless 
it with holy water, and offer a prayer of blessing, such as the following which is used for the créche in church:  
 

God of every nation and people, from the very beginning of creation you have made manifest your 
love: when our need for a Savior was great you sent your Son to be born of the Virgin Mary. To our 
lives he brings joy and peace, justice, mercy, and love. Lord, bless all who look upon this manger; 
may it remind us of the humble birth of Jesus, and raise our thoughts to him, who is God-with-us and 
Savior of all, and who lives and reigns forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

Below are excerpts from the Holy Father’s letter:   
 

The enchanting image of the Christmas crèche, so dear to the Christian people, never ceases to arouse 
amazement and wonder. The depiction of Jesus’ birth is itself a simple and joyful proclamation of the mystery 
of the Incarnation of the Son of God. The nativity scene is like a living Gospel rising up from the pages of sa-
cred Scripture. As we contemplate the Christmas story, we are invited to set out on a spiritual journey, drawn 
by the humility of the God who became man in order to encounter every man and woman. We come to realize 
that so great is his love for us that he became one of us, so that we in turn might become one with him. 
 

With this Letter, I wish to encourage the beautiful family tradition of preparing the nativity scene in the days 
before Christmas, but also the custom of setting it up in the workplace, in schools, hospitals, prisons and town 
squares. Great imagination and creativity is always shown in employing the most diverse materials to create 
small masterpieces of beauty. As children, we learn from our parents and grandparents to carry on this joyful 
tradition, which encapsulates a wealth of popular piety. It is my hope that this custom will never be lost and 
that, wherever it has fallen into disuse, it can be rediscovered and revived... 
 

Coming into this world, the Son of God was laid in the place where animals feed. Hay became the first bed of 
the One who would reveal himself as “the bread come down from heaven” (Jn 6:41). Saint Augustine, with 
other Church Fathers, was impressed by this symbolism: “Laid in a manger, he became our 
food” (Sermon 189, 4). Indeed, the nativity scene evokes a number of the mysteries of Jesus’ life and brings 
them close to our own daily lives… 
 

Why does the Christmas crèche arouse such wonder and move us so deeply? First, because it shows God’s 
tender love: the Creator of the universe lowered himself to take up our littleness. The gift of life, in all its mys-
tery, becomes all the more wondrous as we realize that the Son of Mary is the source and sustenance of all 
life. In Jesus, the Father has given us a brother who comes to seek us out whenever we are confused or lost, 
a loyal friend ever at our side. He gave us his Son who forgives us and frees us from our sins. 
 

Setting up the Christmas crèche in our homes helps us to relive the history of what took place in Bethle-
hem...In a particular way, from the time of its Franciscan origins, the nativity scene has invited us to “feel” and 
“touch” the poverty that God’s Son took upon himself in the Incarnation. Implicitly, it summons us to follow him 
along the path of humility, poverty and self-denial that leads from the manger of Bethlehem to the cross. It 
asks us to meet him and serve him by showing mercy to those of our brothers and sisters in greatest need 
(cf. Mt 25:31-46)… 
 

Dear brothers and sisters, the Christmas crèche is part of the precious yet demanding process of passing on 
the faith. Beginning in childhood, and at every stage of our lives, it teaches us to contemplate Jesus, to expe-
rience God’s love for us, to feel and believe that God is with us and that we are with him, his children, broth-
ers and sisters all, thanks to that Child who is the Son of God and the Son of the Virgin Mary. And to realize 
that in that knowledge we find true happiness. Like Saint Francis, may we open our hearts to this simple 
grace, so that from our wonderment a humble prayer may arise: a prayer of thanksgiving to God, who wished 
to share with us his all, and thus never to leave us alone. 
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Public Prayer Request  
 
 

Name: _______________________________________ 

 
Requester/Phone:______________________________ 
 

Requests will be printed in the bulletin for one month and military 
prayers for six months.  You may renew as often as you wish. 

 

 

 

Please remember to pray for those in need of hope and healing. 
 
 

Ed & Carol Painter, Jan Nigro, Eileen Myrtetus, Dawn Marley, 
Dominick DeMarco, Louann & Daniel Armstrong, Linda Miller, 
Paula Bryan, John S., Jesse Clement, Eileen Byrne, Nancy 
Furniss, Lauren G., Joyce Dorazio, Judith Hasson, William 
Haid, Christian Workman, Dorothy Verna, Fabiola Matalonis, 
Norman Ginsburg, Nellie McGinnis, Terry O’Connell,  Philip 
Caruso, Msgr. John Graf, Ryan Coyle, Betty Anne Silva, Tippi 
Carlino, Tommy Lake, Gert & John Lincoln, Linda & Gene 
Glomb, Phil Budzynski, Santi Ceccotti, Pat Mannion, Joan 
O’Neill, Scott Cook, Jennifer Donnelly, Christopher Busby, 
Diane Morgan Quigley, Pattie Perry, Deborah Ann Scott,  
Domenico Ruffini, Carson Coyle, Mary Jo Tate, Nick Gosline, 
Bill Sauerwine, Bryce Porter, Debbie Robinson, Frankie 
Knowles, Bruce Barclay, Lorelai Gilbert, Jennifer Keller, Dana 
& Charles Mitchell, Linda Carango, Matthew, Chayse & Jack 
Rusnak, Marie O’Donnell, Linda LeNoir, Richard Brimes, 
Bobby Kane, Visitation Prayer Intentions 

 

Readings of the Day 
Isaiah 35:1-6a,10, Psalm 146:6-10,  

James 5:7-10, Matthew 11:2-11 
 

 

Live the Liturgy 
Inspiration for the Week 

 

Do you ever feel inwardly dry and parched? Where 
do you turn to gain a refreshed sense of being and 
purpose? Just as we often do not refresh our 
physical bodies with what is healthiest, we make 
the same mistake with our soul. We do not always 
reach for the healthiest spiritual food. We confuse 
our inner dryness with something else and reach 
out for the wrong thing. It is no wonder why so 
many people are lost and confused. We will never 
be completely satisfied or whole this side of our 
journey. A good measure of patience and waiting 
is needed as we hope for the rain water of God’s 
presence to fall upon us. When are we going to 
finally realize that Jesus is the One who has come 
to refresh us, and we no longer have to search for 
another? Our souls will find refreshment and rest 
only when they rest in God. 

   Pray For Our Military   

♦CPL Christian Workman 

♦SGT Meghan Guerrera 

♦SGT Michael Guerrera 

♦SGT James Francis 

♦2 LT Nicholas J. Caruso 

♦SGT Andrew Wolfe 

♦SSGT James McWilliams 

♦AB Michael Connelly & 
FLT277, Lackland AFB 

♦SPC Thomas Wolfe 
♦SGM Nicolas Relacion 
♦CPL Charles Morgan Griffith 
♦SSGT Michael Kauffman 
♦HM1 Matthew Rosenberg  
♦AB Brandon Narkin & FLT 
601/602 Lackland AFB 

♦2 LT Niccolo Iacovelli 

♦Service Members & Coalition 

Military Plaque to honor those who are currently serving in the 
U.S. Military is on display in the Church Vestibule.  If you would 
like to have your loved one’s picture displayed, please send a 
photo of your active duty military person, in uniform, with their 
name, rank, and your contact information. Contact Dave Bes-
selman at 484-667-0267 or dbesselman1@gmail.com. 

 

Rest in Peace 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 

light shine upon them.  May their souls and all the souls 
of the faithful departed rest in peace. 

 

Paulette McGlynn 
John Thomas Portley, Jr. 

 

Third Sunday of Advent 
December 15, 2019 

 Let us continue to pray for our Armed Forces. We thank 
God for their sacrifices they make to ensure our freedom.  
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The estimated income for our 2020 
fiscal year budget has been adjusted 
to reflect recent historical income 
numbers.  Our income goal is 
$722,000 for the Offertory collection. 
As you can see above, our average 
weekly income is about even with the 
goal.  Keep up the good work. Some 
parishioners have increased their 
donation. If you are able, please con-
sider joining them. Our beloved 
church with the associated facilities 
is 18 years old. As in your home, 
maintenance costs and operating 
costs need to be addressed. You 
have demonstrated your generosity 
to enable us to fulfill our fiscal re-
sponsibilities. Please continue to be 
generous. 

 

 

Prepare the Way of the Lord!   
  

Eucharistic Adoration 
 

Monday through Friday, After Morning Mass until 7 pm 

Assumption BVM Adoration Chapel 
 

Christmas is coming soon, so please consider spending time in Adoration, 
preparing for the coming of Jesus. He has so many blessings for you and all 
you have to do is ask. For information, contact Mary at hartown@verizon.net or 
call 302-388-3752.  
 
Please Note: There will be no Eucharistic Adoration on December 24, 25 and Jan-
uary 1.  On December 31, we will end Adoration immediately prior to the 5 pm 
Vigil Mass.     

 

Christmas Masses 
 

Christmas Eve  
 

Tuesday, December 24th 
 

 4:00 pm Mass (Main Church-Fr. Brockson) 

          4:00 pm Mass (Lower Level-Fr. Chris Beretta) 

 7:00 pm Mass 

 10:00 pm Mass 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

Christmas Day 
 

Wednesday, December 25th 
 

9:00 am Mass 

11:00 am Mass 
 

O Come, Let Us Adore Him! 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

Penance Services 
Mon., Dec. 16: @ St. Maximilian Kolbe, 7 pm 
Tues., Dec. 17:@ St. Cornelius, Chadds Ford, 7 pm 
Wed., Dec. 18: @ St. Gabriel, Avondale, 7 pm 
Thurs., Dec. 19: @ St. Patrick, Kennett Square, 7 pm 
 

Area Confession Times 
Assumption BVM, West Grove: Saturdays, 11:00 am-12:15 pm (and Dec. 22nd: 1 pm)  
St. Gabriel of the Sorrowful Mother, Avondale: Saturdays, 3:30-4:00 pm 
St. Patrick, Kennett Square: Saturdays, 3:45-4:45 pm 
Sacred Heart, Oxford:  Saturdays, 4:00-4:40 pm (and Dec. 17th: 5:30-6:30 pm & 
7:30-8:30 pm, Dec. 21st: 10-11 am, 3-4 pm) 

 

Collection: December 8, 2019  $13,726 
 Includes estimated $4,750 E-Giving 

-32% participation 

Avg. Weekly Collection 2019/2020  

 Estimated Wkly Expenses 2019/20 

$13,866
$13,855 

   

Thank you for your continued support! 

The 2020 Parish Appeal is off to an 
excellent start. In the first six weeks 
we have pledges from one-hundred 
and ninety-four families for more 
than $65,900 with $41,637 in hand. 
The Appeal is supporting continuing 
operations of the Parish. The first 
$150,000 will go to balance the parish 
budget; the remainder will go toward 
the emergency fund for unbudgeted, 
major expenses for the church; e.g., 
the ultimate replacement of the 
church roof. The Finance Council 
and Father Scott thank you for your 
generosity. Please complete the In-
tention Card you received in your 
letter from Father Scott and place it 
in the envelope in the collection bas-
ket or mail the envelope to the Parish 
Office. If you wish, you may use the 
Parish Appeal envelope from your 
packet of envelopes to make your 
donation.  
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Assumption BVM School News 
  

#Giving Tuesday 2019:  
Thank you for your donation to #GivingTuesday! This annual 
campaign raised $45,430! The money raised is all applied to our 
operating expenses AND participation percentages will be shared 
on all grants to support our renovation goals. Thank you for ALL 
of your support! If you have not yet made your donation it is not 
too late. Please click the link below to contribute. This holiday 
season, please consider joining our parishioners, school parents, 
alumni, friends and community members by supporting the ABVM 
School community with a special gift.   https://abvmschoolwg.us/
donate-now  
 

CALENDAR: 
December 17 -  Holiday Show from 6:00 –7:30 pm  
December 18 - 7th & 8th Grade Field Trip to Sight & Sound Theater 
December 19 - Hampstead Theater Company Production 
December 20 - School Mass; Holiday Parties; Early dismissal 11 am  
December 23-31: No School—Christmas Vacation 
January 1-3: Happy New Year!  No School  

 

 
 
 
 
 
Why transform? Because you deserve a transformation. 
 

What is Transform? An opportunity to transform your health & life!  
 

How can you transform? Through interactive group support ses-
sions that help you understand and apply transformational lifestyle 
changes.  
 

Please consider attending our upcoming session on Wednesday, 
December 18th from 6-8 pm in the ABVM Parish Life Center.  
(Note: We will have a whole food plant based potluck). 
This month’s topic is:  
 

Foods that Fight Pain: Revolutionary New 
Strategies for Maximum Pain Relief 

 

Part 1: Lectio Divina - Matthew 7:7 
“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and 
the door will be opened to you.”  
- Presented by: Deacon Tom Hannan and Sharon Hannan 
 

Part 2: Foods that Fight Pain - Revolutionary New Strategies 
for Maximum Pain Relief   - Presented by Steve Bowman 
 

Questions: Contact Steve Bowman at transformffh@gmail.com  
or by phone at 302.584.7531.  

Religious Education News 

The last class of the Semester will 

be Sunday, December 22nd.  The 

classes will resume Sunday, 

January 5th, Tuesday, January 7th 

and Wednesday, January 8th.  
 

May your families enjoy a truly Blessed Christmas 

and Holy New Year.  

  

 

Assumption BVM  

GIVING TREE 
Helping Those in Need 

 
 

Please bring your wrapped gifts with tags attached 
to Mass this Sunday, December 15th. All are invit-
ed to help sort and deliver gifts after the 12 pm 
Mass. Donations support the Parish Works of Mer-
cy, Twin Pines Nursing Home, Saint Rocco’s, Do-
mestic Violence Center of Chester County, Family 
Promise, Birthright, and Aid for Friends Program. 
For questions, call Dot at 215-460-2616 or Ann at 
610-869-8559. 

 
Thank you for making Christmas a 
little brighter for those in need in 

our community.  

Advent Quote 
 
 

“At this Christmas when Christ  
comes, will He find a warm heart?  

Mark the season of Advent by 
loving and serving others with 
God’s own love and concern.”  

 
 

- Saint Teresa of Calcutta  
 

 

Looking for a Catholic Mass?  

Visit Masstimes.org.  This ministry helps Catholics 

get to Mass by helping them find churches and 

worship services anywhere in the country.   

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QB4a3e3PU_THuOvhRbyRpxxTYGNjfVrDKrQZgtbmA3Puf3IA0AWwRm0QotuShJzBkyoAroPtApFKcSuaSeymUMDSFhDejzjoZs7wgcB3v6OZm8HbH7U3Ijz1keET2c65xO5fuRnc_xsT1pCGUiFeYPvIJO7YEWVx&c=0_E9djLrq0S2patBB0_1QvU6AOzmnVYbT10c0pnkqiMSLCejkhrWIw==&ch=pLu_S
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QB4a3e3PU_THuOvhRbyRpxxTYGNjfVrDKrQZgtbmA3Puf3IA0AWwRm0QotuShJzBkyoAroPtApFKcSuaSeymUMDSFhDejzjoZs7wgcB3v6OZm8HbH7U3Ijz1keET2c65xO5fuRnc_xsT1pCGUiFeYPvIJO7YEWVx&c=0_E9djLrq0S2patBB0_1QvU6AOzmnVYbT10c0pnkqiMSLCejkhrWIw==&ch=pLu_S
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  Children’s Ministry Nativity Program 
 

The Children’s Liturgy of the Word team invites you to bring your children to a special 
Christmas event centered on learning about the birth of Jesus. Prayer, song, and crafts 
will be enjoyed by young children as they rotate through five fun stations, each with a 
different Christ-centered lesson and activity. 
 

When:  Friday, December 20th, 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm 
 

Where:  ABVM Parish Life Center (Lower Level of Church) 
 

  Who:  Recommended for children ages 4 to 8, but children up through age 10 are welcome to participate. 
  (Please, no children under age 4). 

 

  Why:  We love our parish children, and we know that our parish families need time to shop, wrap, and 
   prepare for Christmas! 
 

 
 

Yes!  I would love for my kids to attend! What should I do? 
 

1. Please register no later than Dec. 15
th
 so that we know how many children to expect and have time to prepare 

the materials. You can sign-up at the table in the narthex after Mass or call/text Lisa Goldstein at 443-690-1276 
or email at lisamarie0714@hotmail.com  

 

2. We need adult volunteers with SAFE environment clearances and an enthusiasm for young children and our 
faith! Let Lisa know by phone or email if you are able to help. 

 

3. Please send your child with a small tote bag marked with his or her name in which he or she can carry home 
crafts. 

 

 

HOLY FAMILY PICTURE 

 AND,THE WINNER IS ASSUMPTION BVM 
SCHOOL (no kidding...lots of witnesses!)  

Last Sunday, after the noon Mass, Father Scott drew 
the winning ticket for the Holy Family picture, painted 
and donated by local artist and parishioner, Dan 
Gottel. This beautiful picture was won by the 
Assumption BVM School. The proceeds from the raffle 
will go into the Parish Emergency Fund for a future 
unbudgeted project; e.g., the replacement of the 
church roof. The grand total for the raffle chances was 
$1,410.00.    

Thank you to all parishioners who participated in this 
wonderful fundraiser. A special thank you to our artist, 
Dan Gottel, a special talent and the Holy Spirit’s gift to 
the parish.  Also, thank you to Jeff Lyons for making a beautiful wooden frame for the picture.  
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Pray the Rosary for Life (12/15-12/21/19)  
  Sun.  C. Lyons                         Thu.  N. Kennard                                     
  Mon.  T. & D. Harrison             Fri.  T. Leszczynski 
  Tue.   J. DeMichiel/C. Sedlak  Sat.  M. Mueller/T. & D. Harrison                                                                            
  Wed.  T. Harrison   (Sign-up to pray in the church vestibule.) 

HopeAfterAbortion.com; afterabortion.org; 
RachelsVineyard.org 610-354-0555,  

Pregnant? Need Help? Call 1-800-CARE-002.  

Birthright: 610-436-0773. 

Aid for Friends Cooks: Filled, frozen meal trays can 
be taken to the freezer in the ABVM Parish Life Center, 
weekdays from 8 am-7 pm. To help prepare meals or be 

an AFF driver, call Ann 610-869-8559.  

Annulment Proceeding: Metropolitan Tribunal, 
Archdiocese of Philadelphia (215) 587-3750.  

Al-Anon meeting: Held every Monday, 7:30 pm, in 
the ABVM Church. (https://al-non.org)   

Lions Club Hospital Equipment Loan Program: 
Contact 484-883-0515; www.aglions.com.  

Courage: Courage ministers to those with same-sex 
attractions and their loved ones.  A weekly peer support 
group is offered to homosexual men and women who 
wish to live according to the teaching of the Catholic 
Church.  Call 215-587-4505.  Confidentiality assured. 

Disabilities & Autism Help-Line: Need help 
accessing services and supports for someone with an 
intellectual disability or autism? Call 484-472-5041. 

Catholic Men’s Pornography Addiction Group:  Call 
confidentially at 215-490-4660. 

Social Outreach  

 

March for Life 
Washington, D.C. 

Friday, January 24, 2020 
 

Life is a precious gift from God.  Please 
join Assumption BVM Church as we 

sponsor a bus trip to Washington, D.C. 
for the 46th Annual March for Life. 

Bus transportation sign-ups will begin in 
late December in the Church vestibule. 
This year, we will be sharing a bus with 

St. Patrick’s in Kennett Square.  

  Ministry of Consolation 
          

How to Manage the Holidays 
 

You may be experiencing the holidays for the first time without a 
loved one.  We would like to help you enjoy them again.  Healing 
begins and ends with you.  It is about life and living.  If you have 
experienced the loss of a loved one, whether it is recent or in the 
past, we may be able to ease your pain.  Our Consolation meetings 
are held the third Thursday of each month.  We are an intimate, no 
pressure group which respects your confidentiality.   
 

Please consider joining us on Thursday, December 19th at 7:00 
PM in the Assumption BVM Chapel. The meeting lasts 
approximately one hour.  We hope to see you there.  God bless you 
with peace. For individual grief support or questions, contact Ginny 
610-869-7880 or Joan 610-322-5792.  

 

 JOSEPH’S PEOPLE – WEST GROVE 
       For the Unemployed & Underemployed 
                

         Wednesday, December 18th 
 

 

.Please join our Joseph's People West Grove meeting on Wednes-
day, December 18, 2019 at 7:00 pm at the Assumption BVM Parish 
Life Center (Church lower level).   
 

Ruder Schill from SCORE of Chester and Delaware Counties, will 
be our guest speaker. SCORE, "Counselors to America's Small 
Business," is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that provides free 
mentoring and education services to entrepreneurs in the United 
States. Ruder worked at Hewlett Packard and Agilent for 43 years. 
In addition to his work in industry, he owned and managed real es-
tate and co-owned and operated a gift shop in the Exton Mall. Short-
ly after his retirement, he joined SCORE. He regularly mentors en-
trepreneurs in person, via video conferencing, or by phone. He is 
one of the instructors for a Business Planning Workshop that is 
taught several times each year in Chester & Delaware counties.  
 

Joseph’s People provides prayerful support, introducing community 
resources, encouraging member interaction, discussing job opportu-
nities, etc.  Pass along to anyone in need.  
   
 

Ann Barr 
ann.barr@josephspeople.org 
www.josephspeople.org 

       Respect Life Bulletin Briefs 
 

“Perhaps one of your friends has become 
pregnant unexpectedly. As someone who has 
been there, I encourage you to support your 
friend in her new journey of being a mother.” 
Learn ten tips at respectlife.org/support-her.” 
 
- USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 
“10 Ways to Support Her When She’s Unexpectedly Expecting”  
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Poinsettia & Wreath Sale 
        ON SALE AFTER MASS 

 

Poinsettias $7 ~ Wreaths $25   
Cemetery Blankets & Crosses 

$25  
 

For questions, call Ray Bunjo at 610-869-9336.   

 

 
 

 
 

 

No Knights Meeting in December 
 

Dinner & Bingo 

Thursday, January 2nd 
6 pm Dinner, 6:30 pm Bingo (School Gym) 

 

Coffee & Donut Social 

Sunday, January 5th, 11 am 
Parish Life Center   

 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

Sunday, January 5th, 8 am-1 pm 
Parish Center (School Gym)   

 
Knights Meeting 

Thursday, January 16th 
6 pm, Parish Life Center  

 

For membership information, please contact 
Ron Calloway at 980-875-1605 or  

rlcalloway99@gmail.com. 

 

HAPPENING SOON 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
 

Assumption BVM Parish Center 
 

290 State Road, West Grove, PA 
 

Sunday, January 5, 2020 

8:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
 

Appointments are preferred. 
Please call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767)  

or visit redcrossblood.org and enter sponsor code assumptionbvm. 
You can also download the Blood Donor App. 

For additional questions, contact Assumption BVM  
parishioner, Ann Barr, at 610-869-8559.  

 

You can also signup after Mass in the Church vestibule.  
 

 

 

 
 

Cookie Call 
 

Here's your chance to spread some 
Christmas cheer.  

 

The Ladies Auxiliary will be baking, collecting 
and distributing cookies for the members of our Communion 
Call List along with other deserving parishioners. Show off 
your skills and whip a batch or two of your specialties.   
 

 

Please bring cookies on 
Saturday, December 21st 

to the Parish Life Center at 9:00 am.   
Thank you for sharing your holiday treats!  

 

 

 

 

 

Participants can go on the website: 
www.charitymania.com to view the winning 
sweepstakes game card numbers each week 
to see if they’ve won.  Winners will also be 

notified by mail.   

Congratulations to the Week 14 Winners: 
 

Ticket   Prize   Name                 Points 

3431    $200   Tina Mahoney         136 

2927    $25     Helen Keeley          133 

 “Flame of Love”  
              Prayer Group at ABVM 
                   Adoration Chapel 

        Meetings: Thursdays from 6 - 7 pm 
  

Flame of Love Rosary  
Tuesdays & Fridays at 7:30 am  

Bring your prayer intentions and join us! For more information, please contact 
Mary Wharton at 302-388-3752 or visit www.flameoflove.us.  
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Annual Christmas Tree Lighting 

Tradition Continues 

More than a hundred parishioners including children 

participated in the annual parish Christmas Tree 

lighting ceremony on Saturday, December 7. Father 

Scott blessed the evening with prayers for a holy 

Christmas.  Santa Claus joined the party and heard 

the wishes of our children for their Christmas gifts. 

Thank you to Anthem for the Christmas carols and to 

the Ladies Auxiliary for providing refreshments. 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to sign up and 
check out FORMED.org. You have 

a free subscription waiting for you.  

All you have to do is activate it to 
enjoy movies, programs, inspira-

tional talks and ebooks. This is one 

way you can prepare for the cele-
bration of Christ’s birth. Use ABVM 

Parish Code: MC8NYZ. 

 

 
 

Appalachian Winter 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
Thank you!  

 

On behalf of our Music Ministry, thank you to all who 

attended the Christmas concert last Sunday evening.  

Many of you expressed your gratitude and 

enjoyment. Thank you to the talented musicians, 

choir members and handbell ringers!   

Proceeds from the concert ($854) and other future 

donations will help assist with the purchase of 

handbells and chimes ($12,000) for our parish.  We 

are grateful for your support and generosity of our 

growing music ministry.   

The December 8th Christmas Cantata, “Appalachian 
Winter”, was composed by Joseph M. Martin. The 
choir and orchestra were conducted by Michael 
Xavier Lundy.   

Catholic Young Adults of 
Chester County 

 

Wednesday, December 18th 
 

Join CYACC at 7:15 pm at Saints Peter 
and Paul Church in West Chester. Back 
by popular demand, join CYACC for our 
Annual Cookie Party! Feel free to make, 
bake or buy your own cookies for all to 
share. It's always a great time with cook-
ies, games, and fellowship. . Please visit 
www.cyacc.org or find us on Facebook / 
email us at cyacc1@gmail.com 

http://www.cyacc.org/
mailto:cyacc1@gmail.com
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2019 
 

4:30 pm Vigil Mass - Margaret and Joseph Braun, requested 
 by Their Family 
Reader 1/Reader 2: D. Buoni, E. Sigda 
Deacon: Deacon Lewis,  Extraordinary Ministers: P. Crowley,  
J. Kirwin, C. Humkey, J. Brennan, R. Schill  
Altar Servers: H. Stumpf, D. Sullivan, M. Welch 
Music: Regina Coeli Choir  
Sacristan: S. Gempp 

 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2019 
 

8:00 am Mass - Fred Atkinson, requested by The Atkinson 
 Family 
Reader 1/Reader 2: M. Debes, N. Coyne 
Deacon: Deacon Lewis, Extraordinary Ministers: L. Goldstein (A), 
F. Puoci (B), D. Shannon (C), J. Fredericksdorf (LH), S. Murphy  
Altar Servers: E. Goldstein, N. Murphy, 1 Altar Server to be 
determined                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Music: G. Kull, M. Lundy 
Sacristan: Ray Bunjo 

 
10:00 am Mass - Gabe and Gabey Bolla, requested by  
 The Bolla Family  
Reader 1/Reader 2: G. & E. Charlton     
Deacon: Deacon Hannan, Extraordinary Ministers: M. Wharton 
(D), A. Barr (E), To be determined (TP), T. Powell (JPP), B. 
Michalski (JPR), L. Lanciano (PENN), D. Lauletta                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Altar Servers: H. Char, H. Nunan, N. O’Donnell 
Music: Anthem 
Sacristan: A. Mazzeo 

 
12:00 pm Mass - Special Intentions of Monsignor Graf, 
 requested by Assumption BVM Parish Family  
Reader 1/Reader 2: L. Richardson, K. Hamill-Clark 
Deacon: Deacon Hannan, Extraordinary Ministers: S. Hannan, E. 
Barron, M.K. LaRoe, E. Havrilak, D. Brumbaugh                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Altar Servers: AJ Gourgoulis, R. Hamilton, C. Norbeck 
Music: G. Kull, M. Lundy, Handbell Choir 
Sacristan: J. Lyons 

 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2019 
 

6:30 am Mass - Brumbaugh, Budzynski, Queppet and 
 Hussong Families, requested by The Family 

 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2019  
 

8:15 am Mass - Living and Deceased Members of the Burke 
 Family, requested by Pat Waggoner 

 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2019 
 

6:30 am Mass - John LaBarca, requested by The Riordan 
 Family 

 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2019 
 

6:30 am Mass - People of the Parish 
 

 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2019 
 

8:15 am Mass -  Felicia Frataccia, requested by  
 The Spencer Family 

 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER  21, 2019 
 

4:30 pm Vigil Mass - Warren Devonshire, requested by 
 The Devonshire and DeCamillo Families 
Reader 1/Reader 2: T. Harrison, D. Buoni 
Deacon: Deacon Hannan,  Extraordinary Ministers: E. Havrilak,  
K. Corkadel, F. Puoci, D. Thomas, 1 Extraordinary Minister 
Needed  
Altar Servers: M. Flores, T. & L. Wilson 
Music: Anthem  
Sacristan: F. Buoni 

 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2019 
 

8:00 am Mass - Michael and Rosemary Havrilak, 
 requested by Their Family 
Reader 1/Reader 2: J. Battinieri, N. Coyne 
Deacon: Deacon Hannan, Extraordinary Ministers:  
To be determined (A), C. Sciotto (B), J. Fredericksdorf (C),  
L. Goldstein (LH), J. Brennan  
Altar Servers: S. & J. Calabretta, L. Staso                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Music: A. Laub, M. Lundy 
Sacristan: R. Bunjo 

 
10:00 am Mass - Betty Shannon, requested by Her  
 Husband, Dennis Shannon  
Reader 1/Reader 2: E. Sigda, A. Pfaff     
Deacon: No Deacon, Extraordinary Ministers: S. Murphy (D),  
M. Wharton (E), A. Barr (TP), R. Schill (JPP), S. Tobin (JPR), 
N. Paproth (PENN), J. Chapman, D. Shannon                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Altar Servers: N. Murphy, A. Strehlau, R. Hamilton 
Music: Regina Coeli Choir 
Sacristan: S. Gempp 

 
12:00 pm Mass - Joe and Pauline Bellomo, requested by 
 The DiFrancesco Family  
Reader 1/Reader 2: T. Finley, S. Liberatore 
Deacon: No Deacon, Extraordinary Ministers: M. K. LaRoe,  
B. Young, E. Barron, 3 Extraordinary Ministers to be 
determined                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Altar Servers: I. Atwood, C. Norbeck, H. Nunan 
Music: N. Boysen, M. Lundy 
Sacristan: J. Lyons 
 
 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

Weekly Mass and Candle Intentions are available.   
Please stop by the Parish Office to schedule Masses and 
Adoration Candles for your special intentions.  
 
Are you new to the Parish and would 
like to register? We would love to have 
you!!  You can register every weekend 
after the 4:30 pm Vigil Mass and after the 
10 am Mass. See a Parish Representative 
at the Registration Desk in the Adoration 
Chapel.   
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Join us for our Transform health challenge. 
Throughout our challenge our team will 
provide education, guidance and support for 
you to transform your personal health and 
life!  
 

        Challenge Dates/Times: (Saturdays, 9 am— 1 pm) 
        - 1/4/20 - Challenge kickoff 
        - 1/11/20 - Weekly session 
        - 1/18/20 - Weekly session 
        - 1/25/20 - Weekly session 
        - 2/1/20 - Challenge conclusion  

 
Location: Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish (300 State Rd., West Grove, PA).  

 
 
What will be asked of you? 
- Consume a whole-food plant-based diet  
- Sleep 7-8 hours daily 
- Be physically active for a minimum of 30 minutes daily.                        
- Be free of alcohol, tobacco and drugs (Note: Prescription                      
drugs do not need to be stopped, unless necessary) 
- Journaling weekly or daily  
- Attend and participate in weekly group education/support                           
sessions (5 Saturdays throughout challenge) 
*Suggested donation of $25 per registrant* 
 
 

     What can be expected? 
- Improve overall health-perception (i.e. energy, 
feeling, thinking) 
- Reduce resting blood pressure, heart rate and 
fasting blood   glucose 
- Reduce body weight, body mass index (BMI) and 
waist-to hip ratio 
- Reduce total cholesterol, low density lipoprotein 
(LDL)  cholesterol 
- Reduce pharmaceutical medication needs (i.e. 
diabetes, blood pressure and cholesterol medications) 
 

 

Register today at transformlm.org.  
- Challenge is limited to the first 100 registrants - 

TRANSFORM   |   TRANSFORMLM.ORG   |   302-584-7531   |   TRANSFORMFFH@GMAIL.COM 

Health Challenge 

 

 

https://www.transformlm.org/
https://www.transformlm.org/
mailto:Transformffh@gmail.com
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Local News… 
 

 

THEOLOGY OF THE BODY RETREAT FOR 
HIGH SCHOOL BOYS (January 11-12, 2020, 
St. Mary of Providence Retreat Center, El-
verson, PA). The retreat will include talks, 
Adoration, Confession, Mass, food and fun! 
For more information, call 610-942-4166.   
 
JOHN CARDINAL FOLEY LECTURE SERIES 
(January 27, 2020, 7 pm, St. Charles Borro-
meo Seminary, Wynnewood, PA)  Topic: 
“On the Church and Social Communica-
tions” featuring Father Mike Schmitz. 
Please visit www.scs.edu.  
 

AN EVENING OF PROMISE FUNDRAISER 
(March 28, 2020, Hartefeld National, Avon-
dale, PA) Family Promise of Southern Ches-
ter County presents an Evening of Promise 
Because every Child Deserves a Home. Fea-
turing cocktails, hors d'oeuvres, cash bar 
and silent auction.  For tickets, visit fami-
lypromisescc.org or call 610-444-0400.     

 

Advent Day of Recollection for College-Aged Men 
Sunday, December 22nd, 11 am to 6 pm 

 

College-age men who are discerning a call to the priesthood are 
invited to an Advent Day of Recollection at St. Charles Borromeo 
Seminary. The day begins with Mass and includes lunch and dinner. 
Men are invited to conclude the Advent season by spending the 
day reflecting on St. Joseph's example of doing God's will. There is 
no cost for this Day of Recollection, but discerners are asked to reg-
ister by contacting Father DeLacy at fr.sdelacy@archphila.org. 
 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

A Come & See Weekend is the perfect opportunity for high school 
men and above who are considering a vocation to visit St. Borro-
meo Seminary. On these weekends, they are able to see what semi-
nary life is like and to explore the possibility of their own call to the 
priesthood.   

 

Weekends for High School Men*  
Sat., January 25 - Sun., January 26, 2020 

Sat., February 22 - Sun., February 23, 2020 
Sat., March 14 - Sun., March 15, 2020 

 

*All high school students must have parental permission to attend.   
 

Weekends for Post-High School Men**  
Fri., January 17 - Sun., January 19, 2020 
Fri., February 28 - Sun., March 1, 2020 

Fri., April 24 - Sun., April 26, 2020 
 

**If a man has graduated high school but is under 18 years old, they 
should plan to attend the high school weekend. To register for one of 
these weekends, visit our website at: heedthecall.org/comeandsee or 
contact Sue Matour in the Vocation Office at smatour@archphila.org or 
call 610-667-5778. 
 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

HOLY HOUR FOR VOCATIONS 
A Holy Hour for Vocations will be held on Sunday, January 5, 2020 at 
St. Agnes in West Chester, PA at 2:00 pm. Prayer before the Blessed 
Sacrament is a wonderful opportunity to gather as a community and 
ask the Lord to send workers to care for His vineyard, and to pray for 
those men in formation to be His priests. Times and locations for the 
various Holy Hours will be posted on our website at: Heedthecall.org/
holyhour. For information, please contact Sue Matour in the Vocation 
Office at 610-667-5778. Check back frequently for new locations! 

       

For your family or 
friends who no longer 

attend Mass: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You are invited to a meetup.com 
group called Laity Local...a safe place 
to talk about being, and not being, 
Catholic. The first meeting will be 
Wednesday, December 18, 2019, 
6:30 to 7:30 pm, at The Market at 
Liberty Place, 148 W State Street, 
Kennett Square, PA 19348. Join up at 
www.meetup.com/LaityLocal. 
 

(If that time doesn’t work, message 
Ed Charlton, Group Organizer, 
through the meetup app or website.) 

mailto:fr.sdelacy@archphila.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016utEKU66X8fOIedpjBlVj73x1AOJ905IbgMfKZSSqG45i7F-AcwSfMgLtAniRya-GfhYAAykg10hyvIGd2bUg-GxB9xvzBcoC3Uk_w6_Vf2xr_trljNxkqOAOjiyIM2wpkP6DV44ATiMfw8--lV7h7H2m4Uce4b0&c=MWsNk-g4RbJNulUWmfLDQ04pHWG4evEGhHzUemstw-EMf-3dcGHPmw==&ch=l_wDz
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016utEKU66X8fOIedpjBlVj73x1AOJ905IbgMfKZSSqG45i7F-AcwSfMgLtAniRya-GfhYAAykg10hyvIGd2bUg-GxB9xvzBcoC3Uk_w6_Vf2xr_trljNxkqOAOjiyIM2wpkP6DV44ATiMfw8--lV7h7H2m4Uce4b0&c=MWsNk-g4RbJNulUWmfLDQ04pHWG4evEGhHzUemstw-EMf-3dcGHPmw==&ch=l_wDz
http://www.meetup.com/LaityLocal

