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Church and Parish Office:  
300 State Road • West Grove, PA  19390  

Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8 am-12 pm, 1-4 pm 

Email: abvm@comcast.net 

Web: assumptionbvmwestgrove.org  

Facebook: ABVM Parish Community, West Grove, PA 

Twitter: @ABVM_WestGrove 
 

Weekend Mass Times  
Saturday: 4:30 pm  

Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am,  12:00 pm Masses  
 

Daily Mass Schedule 
6:30 am - Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 

8:15 am - Tuesday, Friday 
 

Eucharistic Adoration  
After morning Mass, Monday through Friday, until 7 pm  

ABVM Adoration Chapel 

No Adoration on public holidays or snow days.  

Pastor …..….…Reverend Scott D. Brockson 

                                    padrescott96@aol.com 
 

In Residence ….…Rev. Msgr. Frank Depman 
 

Deacons ….………..Deacon Thomas Hannan 

                                    Deacon Ronald Lewis 
 

Business Manager ….…...…Mary Rose Edmonds 
 

Parish Office Staff ……..……Donna Brumbaugh 

                                            Ann Caruso 
 

Parish Office  (Ph) 610-869-2722, (fax) 610-869-3252 

           
Director of Liturgy & Music  Michael Xavier Lundy 

                     abvmwestgrovemusic@gmail.com 
 

School Principal ….……………Danielle White 

                                 principal@abvmschoolwg.us 

 
School Office  (Ph) 610-869-9576, (fax) 610-869-4049 

 

Director of Religious Education (DRE) …………….… 

                                                       Janine Kramer 
                          abvmfaithformation@gmail.com 
 

Religious Education Office .…...(Ph) 610-869-8575 
 

 
 
 
 

Sacraments and Devotions 
 
 

Baptism: Sundays at 1:30 pm in Church (bimonthly) 
 

Matrimony: Engaged couples are asked to meet with 

the parish priest at least six months prior to the  

wedding and enroll in a marriage-prep program. 
 

Reconciliation: (Church) Saturdays, 11:00 am-12:15 pm  
 

Rosary: Wednesdays, 6:30 pm (Church)  

 
Bulletin: Submit articles by 8:00 am on Thursday for 

publication the following week. Submit to the Parish 

Office or email DonnaABVM@comcast.net. 
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            CHRISTMAS IN A TIME OF PANDEMIC 

 
 Thanks be to God that we will be able to celebrate Christmas Masses in person.  Christmas is one of 
the two highest ranked solemnities of the liturgical year, with only Easter preceding it in rank and in history.  I 
look forward to it with great anticipation.  At the same time, I know that it is important for everyone to consider 
carefully how they will celebrate this great feast. 
 
 For most of you, Christmas Mass is an essential component of your festivities.  This is as it should be, 
for Christmas is the celebration of the Word made flesh, the birth of the Son of God to a human mother for 
humanity’s salvation.  There is something essential missing in any celebration of Christmas which omits Christ 
and his blessed Mother.  Christmas exists so that we might be saved from our sins.  The Son of God became 
the Son of a woman so that he could offer himself in sacrifice on the Cross, and through his Church give us 
his Body to eat and Blood to drink in a mystical feast.  He said, “Amen, amen, I say to you, unless you eat the 
flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you do not have life in you.  Whoever eats my flesh and drinks 
my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him on the last day” (John 6:53-54).  In Holy Communion we receive 
the pledge of eternal life. 
 
 The Eucharist is essential to our salvation.  It is not essential, however, to receive Holy Communion 
every week.  In fact, as a minimum, the Church only requires that the faithful confess all mortal sins and re-
ceive Holy Communion once a year, during Eastertide (defined in Canon Law as Ash Wednesday to Pente-
cost Sunday).  Of course, because of its spiritual benefits, the Church encourages the faithful to receive Holy 
Communion more often, even daily, as long as they are unaware of having sinned grievously and are in a dis-
position to receive Our Lord reverently.  But there are Catholics who could and would like to worship together 
at Mass and receive Communion but are regrettably prevented by physical disability, lack of opportunity, or 
another mitigating circumstance, like the current pandemic.  Some of you find yourselves in this situation to-
day. 
 
 Our church is always crowded on Christmas, especially at the 4 p.m. Christmas Eve Mass.  We have 
no way to know if the numbers will be significantly down from last year due to the pandemic; for this reason, 
prudence requires that we prepare for a large crowd.  We will do everything possible to enable social distanc-
ing in the church, including offering two services at 4 p.m., one in the church and one in the parish center 
(gym).  Nevertheless, my advice to someone who might be particularly vulnerable to the harmful effects of 
Covid-19, which can be lethal, is to avoid coming to Mass on Christmas.  Also, anyone who is planning on 
attending but is concerned about crowds should pick a later Christmas Eve or Christmas Day Mass, or per-
haps consider attending a Mass during the Christmas Octave, which begins on December 25 and ends on 
January 1.  Each day of the Octave is a celebration of the Nativity.  You may come and receive your Christ-
mas Communion without worrying about the crowds. 
 
 All Catholics should celebrate Christmas as a religious holiday, but this year the obligation to attend 
Mass is lifted, as it is for Sundays.  If you have to stay home there are many appropriate ways to observe the 
holy day, such as prayerfully following the Mass on television or on line, by praying in the family, and reading 
the Nativity Gospels (Matthew 1-2 & Luke 1 -2).  We can also spiritually join ourselves to the Holy Family by 
accepting the inconveniences and disappointments we experience this year, as Mary and Joseph accepted 
the difficulty of finding a place for Mary to give birth, eventually having to choose a cave at the edge of town 
which was a shelter for domestic animals. 

 

                                 - Father Scott 
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PENITENTIAL ACT 
 

Have mercy on us, O Lord. For we have sinned against you. Show us, O Lord, your mercy. And grant us your 
salvation. May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life. Amen.  
 
 

FIRST READING  2 SM 7:1-5,8B-12,14A,16  
 

When King David was settled in his palace, and the LORD had given him rest from his enemies on every 
side, he said to Nathan the prophet, “Here I am living in a house of cedar, while the ark of God dwells in a 
tent!” Nathan answered the king, “Go, do whatever you have in mind, for the LORD is with you.” But that 
night the LORD spoke to Nathan and said: “Go, tell my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD: Should you 
build me a house to dwell in?’“ "'It was I who took you from the pasture and from the care of the flock to be 
commander of my people Israel. I have been with you wherever you went, and I have destroyed all your 
enemies before you. And I will make you famous like the great ones of the earth. I will fix a place for my 
people Israel; I will plant them so that they may dwell in their place without further disturbance. Neither 
shall the wicked continue to afflict them as they did of old, since the time I first appointed judges over my 
people Israel. I will give you rest from all your enemies. The LORD also reveals to you that he will 
establish a house for you. And when your time comes and you rest with your ancestors, I will raise up your 
heir after you, sprung from your loins, and I will make his kingdom firm. I will be a father to him, and he 
shall be a son to me. Your house and your kingdom shall endure forever before me; your throne shall 
stand firm forever.'” 

* See Supplement for the 10 am Mass.  

 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent - Sunday, December 20, 2020 

ORDER of WORSHIP 
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SECOND READING  ROM 16:25-27 
 

Brothers and sisters: To him who can strengthen you, according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus 
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery kept secret for long ages but now manifested through the 
prophetic writings and, according to the command of the eternal God, made known to all nations to bring about 
the obedience of faith, to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ be glory forever and ever. Amen.  

GOSPEL  LK 1:26-38 
 

The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man 
named Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin’s name was Mary. And coming to her, he said, 
“Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you.” But she was greatly troubled at what was said and pondered 
what sort of greeting this might be. Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 
found favor with God. “Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name him 
Jesus. He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give him the throne 
of David his father, and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no 
end.” But Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I have no relations with a man?” And the angel 
said to her in reply, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 
you. Therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God. And behold, Elizabeth, your rela-
tive, has also conceived a son in her old age, and this is the sixth month for her who was called barren; 
for nothing will be impossible for God.” Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be 
done to me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.  

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. I be-
lieve in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; through 
him all things were made. For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven, and by the Holy 
Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He as-
cended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the liv-
ing and the dead and his kingdom will have no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spo-
ken through the prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-736749.  All rights reserved.  

Prayer to Saint Michael   
 

Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle.  
Be our protection against the wickedness and snares  
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray;  
and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly Host,  
by the Power of God, cast into hell Satan  
and all the evil spirits who prowl about 
the world seeking the ruin of souls.  
Amen.  
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Masses for the Week 

 

Saturday, December 19, 2020 
4:30 pm Mass - Rinaldo DiBattista, req. by Patty Malchione  
Deacon: No Deacon, EMofHC: E. Barron, S. Murphy, M, Petrarca         
Readers: K. Hamill-Clark, D. Buoni  Servers: N. Murphy, 2 servers 
needed Sacristan: F. Buoni  Music: N. Boysen, M. Lundy                                                                                                                      
 

Sunday, December 20, 2020 
8 am Mass - Frederick Atkinson, req. by The Gill Family 
Deacon: No Deacon, EMofHC: A. Barr, C. Sciotto, P. Wengloski        
Readers: M. Losito, T. Finley  Servers: L. & T. Wilson, 1 server 
needed Sacristan: K. Kelleher  Music: A. Wengloski, M. Lundy 
 

10 am Mass - Betty Shannon, req. by Dennis Shannon 
Deacon: Deacon Hannan, EMofHC: T. Powell, D. Shannon     
Readers: A. Pfaff, T. Finan Servers: J. & S. Calabretta, H. Char                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Sacristan: S. Gempp  Music: Anthem 
 

12 pm Mass - Living & Deceased Members of The Schill and 
Pastock Families, req. by The Schill Family 
Deacon: Deacon Hannan, EMofHC: M. Bruecks, L. Goldstein        
Readers: M. Clark, M.A. Schill Servers: E. & N. Goldstein,  
1 server needed                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Sacristan: J. Lyons  Music: G. Kull, M. Lundy 

 

Monday, December 21, 2020, 6:30 am Mass 
Kyle Wolinski, req. by The Brumbaugh Family 
 

Tuesday, December 22, 2020, 8:15 am Mass 
Gabe & Gabey Bolla, req. by The Bolla Family 
    
Wednesday, December 23, 2020, 6:30 am Mass 
6:30 am Mass - Gene, Mary Ellen & Brian Waynant, req. by 
Sister & Daughter, Diane 
 

7pm Advent Service Servers: L. & R. Hamilton Reader: T. Finley 
 

Thursday, December 24, 2020 - Christmas Eve 
4:00 pm Mass - Christmas Remembrances  
Deacon: Deacon Hannan, EMofHC: M. Bruecks, M. Wharton,  
F. Puoci  Readers: A. Pfaff, M. Clark  Servers: W. & A.  
Gorman, J. Stumpf  Sacristan: S. Gempp  Music: R. & J. Polman, 
M. Lundy, String Quintet         
 

4:00 pm Mass (Parish Center) - Christmas Remembrances  
Deacon: Deacon Lewis, EMofHC: S. Murphy, T. Powell         
Readers: T. Harrison, Lector needed Servers: N. Murphy, L. & T. 
Wilson   Sacristan: J. Lyons  Music: Anthem         
 

7:00 pm Mass - Christmas Remembrances  
Deacon: Deacon Hannan, EMofHC: E. Barron, L. Goldstein         
Readers: K. Hamill-Clark, D. Buoni  Servers: E. & N. Goldstein, L. 
Hamilton  Sacristan: F. Buoni  Music: G. Kull, M. Lundy    
 

10:00 pm Mass - Christmas Remembrances  
Deacon: Deacon Lewis, EMofHC: N. Paproth, C. Sciotto         
Readers: H. Leinhauser, T. Finan  Servers: R. Hamilton, 2 servers 
needed Sacristan: K. Kelleher  Music: K. Evangelista, M. Lundy, 
Bell Choir    
 

Friday, December 25, 2020 - Christmas Day 
9:00 am Mass - Christmas Remembrances  
Deacon: Deacon Lewis, EMofHC: L. Lanciano, L. McNamara         
Readers: T. Finley, M.A. Schill Servers: 3 servers needed  
Sacristan: F. Buoni  Music: N. Boysen, M. Lundy  
 

11:00 am Mass - Christmas Remembrances  
Deacon: Deacon Hannan, EMofHC: D. Lauletta, D. Shannon         
Readers: J. Colgan, E. Sigda Servers: 3 servers needed 
Sacristan: Sacristan needed  Music: C. Clancy, M. Lundy    

 

Saturday, December 26, 2020 
4:30 pm Mass - Tony Malchione, req. by The Family  
Deacon: Deacon Hannan, EMofHC: L. Lanciano, M. Wharton         
Readers: E. Sigda, D. Buoni Servers: 3 servers needed 
Sacristan: F. Buoni  Music: N. Boysen, M. Lundy                                                                                                                      
 

Sunday, December 27, 2020 
8 am Mass - Stephen Daverio, req. by Mom and Family 
Deacon: Deacon Hannan, EMofHC: B. Michalski, C. Sciotto        
Readers: T. Finley, K. Hamill-Clark  Servers: L. & T. Wilson,  
1 server needed Sacristan: K. Kelleher  Music: J. Leinhauser,  
M. Lundy 
 

10 am Mass - Pauline & Joseph Bellomo, req. by  
DiFrancesco Family 
Deacon: Deacon Lewis, EMofHC: D. Lauletta, T. Powell     
Readers: H. Leinhauser, T. Harrison Servers: H. Char,  
L. & R. Hamilton  Sacristan: J. Lyons  Music: Anthem 
 

12 pm Mass - Alexandra Vito, req. by Faye Ferroni 
Deacon: Deacon Lewis, EMofHC: E. Barron, D. Shannon         
Readers: J. Colgan, M.A. Schill Servers: 3 servers needed                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Sacristan: J. Lyons  Music: C. Clancy, M. Lundy 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Derek Cox, Jose Gonzalez, Robert DiStefano, Margie Na-
son, Keith Pinker, Judith Hasson, Dorothy Verna, Sharon 
DeNapoli, Ryan Coyle, Janice Wolfe,  Phil & BJ Budzynski, 
David Powell, Patrick Mahan, Bill Norman, Anne Bryson 
Roberts, Dawn Farrugia, Fabiola Matalonis, Ed & Carol 
Painter, Debbie Robinson, Marilyn DePhillips, Bill Sauer-
wine, Sharon Kraynak, Mark B., Lorraine Moulder, Frank 
Wood, Mitzie Pack, Colleen Ide, Joseph & Philip Caruso, 
Luke Ramowski, Frankie Knowles, Pat Hamilton, Nancy 
Larkin, Kathi Lafferty, Hilde Varglien, Dawn Marley, Louann 
& Daniel Armstrong, Linda Miller, Paula Bryan, John S., 
Jesse Clement, Eileen Byrne, Nancy Furniss, Lauren G., 
Joyce Dorazio, Visitation Prayer Intentions 

Prayer Requests 

Pray For Our Military  

♦HM1 Matthew Rosenberg 

♦SGT Jason Lyons 

♦SGT Ana Brunal 

♦SGT Andrew Hart 

♦SGT Meghan Guerrera 

♦SGT Michael Guerrera 

♦SGT James Francis 

♦2 LT Nicholas J. Caruso 

♦SGT Andrew Wolfe 

♦SSGT James McWilliams 

♦AB Michael Connelly & 

FLT277, Lackland AFB 

♦SPC Thomas Wolfe 

♦SGM Nicolas Relacion 

♦CPL Charles M. Griffith 

♦SSGT Michael Kauffman 

♦Service Members &  

  Coalition 

Let us continue to pray for our Armed Forces. We thank  
God for their sacrifices they make to ensure our freedom.  
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Wednesday, December 23rd  
ABVM Main Church 

 

  6:30 pm - Holy Rosary 

  7:00 pm - Vespers, Reflection, and Benediction 

Join us in Prayer during this Season of Hope! 

 

 
 

 
 

 Christmas Eve, Thursday, Dec. 24th  
 

 4 pm Mass - Church 
 4 pm Mass - Parish Center 
 7 pm Mass - Church 
 10 pm Mass - Church 
 

 Christmas Day, Friday, Dec. 25th 
  

 9 am Mass - Church 
 11 am Mass - Church 
 

 All Masses in the Church will be live-streamed on our parish website.  

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

 

Parish Appeal Update 
 

The 2021 Parish Appeal is off to a good 
start thanks to you. In the first six weeks 
of the campaign we have commitments 
from one hundred ninety-eight families for 
more than $65,700 with $43,217 received. 
The first $125,000 will go toward parish 
expenses; the remainder will go toward 
the emergency fund for unbudgeted, ma-
jor expenses for the church; e.g., the ulti-
mate replacement of the church roof. 

Ways to Donate to Offertory 

and Parish Appeal 

The Finance Council and Father Scott 
thank you for your generosity to the par-
ish. There are multiple ways to donate to 
the Offertory and Parish Appeal:  
 

Place your Offertory and/or Parish Ap-
peal envelope in the collection basket 

 

Mail the Offertory and/or Parish Appeal 
envelope to the Parish Office 

 

Text 610-810-5080 from your smart 
phone or click on this link: https://
membership.faithdirect.net/PA832.   

For the 2021 fiscal year our budgeted 
Offertory income goal is $740,000. This 
is less than what we need to balance the 
overall parish budget. We plan to make 
up that deficit from the Annual Parish 
Appeal. This month approximately sev-
enty-seven percent of our regular weekly 
donors contributed. As a result, our Of-
fertory income is less than the budgeted 
Offertory income. Please keep up the 
good work until all our weekly donors 
return to Mass. 

Confessions  
(ABVM Adoration Chapel) 

   

 Sunday, December 20th, after the Noon Mass   
                                              and 
           Saturday mornings from 11:00 am - 12:15 pm 
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Please Note: 
 

The ABVM Parish Office will be closed on December 24th & 25th  
and January 1st for the Christmas and New Year’s Holidays.  

 

 
 

On Sunday, December 13, 2020, the following child 
was welcomed into our Parish Family: 

 

Leonardo Francisco Rios 

Parish Finances 
 

Please Note: 
 

The December 13th collection data will 
be reported next weekend.  Thank you 

for your generous support.  

https://membership.faithdirect.net/PA832
https://membership.faithdirect.net/PA832
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  Archdiocesan Vocation  
 

  PRAYER PARTNERS 

 
All are invited and encouraged to pray for an increase in 
vocations to the Priesthood.  We have a committed group 
of men and women who are praying the Holy Rosary 
daily for vocations.  In addition, they gather once a month 
on the first Saturday of each month to pray the Rosary in 
community.  If you would like to join this prayer group, 
please contact Sue Matour in the Vocation Office at 610-
667-5778 or email her at smatour@archphila.org.   
 

Loving and Generous God, it is You who call us 
by name and ask us to follow You. Help us 

to grow in love and service to our Church. Amen.  
 

  
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Monday through Friday 

After Morning Mass until 7 pm 
ABVM Adoration Chapel  

 

Adoration of the Eucharist will help 
us grow in communion with God, 
family and friends.   
 

Please Note: There will be no Eucharistic Adoration on 
December 24, 25 and January 1. On December 31, we will 
end Adoration immediately prior to the 5 pm Vigil Mass. 
For information, contact Mary at hartown@verizon.net 
or call 302-388-3752.  

 

Mary, Mother of God 
FEAST DAY 

 

Thursday, December 31, 2020 

5:00 pm Vigil Mass 
 

Friday, January 1, 2021 

 10:00 am Mass  
 

Blessed are you among women and  

blessed is the fruit of your womb Jesus. 

 
 

Thank you!  
 

A sincere thank you for supporting the Giving Tree this year! Your gener-
ous gifts helped support many local agencies including Family Promise, 
Parish Works of Mercy, Twin Pines Nursing Home, Saint Rocco’s, Domes-
tic Violence Center of Chester County, Joseph’s People, Birthright, and 
the Family Promise Program. Thank you for making Christmas a little 
brighter for those in need in our local community  

FOOTBALL MANIA 
             ABVM Parish Fundraiser 
 

Week 14 winners will be listed in next weekend’s bul-

letin. Participants can go to www.charitymania.com to 
view the winning sweepstakes game card numbers 

each week to see if they’ve won.  Winners will also be 
notified by mail.   
 

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention 

For December 
 

For a life of prayer: That our personal relationship 
with Jesus Christ be nourished by the Word of God 
and a life of prayer.     
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Is your marriage going down the right road...or is 
it a little off track?  Life can be difficult, and so  
can the challenges you face in your marriage.  

 
 

Tens of thousands of couples have healed their mar-
riages through Retrouvaille. If you know anyone who 
could benefit from this program, please pass this 
on.  Couples learn to build communication skills and to 
increase intimacy.  It provides help for marriage prob-
lems, difficulties or crises.  The next program begins the 
weekend of February 12 - 14, 2021 at the Family Life 
Center in Malvern, PA.  For more information, or to reg-
ister, visit HelpOurMarriage.org or call 215-766-3944 or 
800-470-2230.  All inquiries are strictly confidential.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Pray the Rosary for Life (12/20-12/26/20)  
Sun.   R. Gaffney                             Thu. S. Hannan/N. Kennard                                       
Mon.  M. Bruecks/T. & D. Harrison  Fri. D. & T. Harrison/J. Lyons 
Tue.   D. Ellingsen                           Sat. T. Harrison                                                                            

Wed.  D. Thomas      (Sign-up to pray in the vestibule.) 

HopeAfterAbortion.com; afterabortion.org; 

RachelsVineyard.org 610-354-0555,  

Pregnant? Need Help? Call 1-800-CARE-002.  

Birthright: 610-436-0773. 

Annulment Proceeding: Metropolitan Tribunal, 

Archdiocese of Philadelphia (215) 587-3750.  

Al-Anon: Email Mondayodat@gmail.com or visit 

https://al-non.org.  

Lions Club Hospital Equipment Loan 

Program: Contact 484-883-0515; www.aglions.com.  

Courage: Courage ministers to those with same-sex 

attractions and their loved ones.  A weekly peer support 

group is offered to homosexual men and women who 

wish to live according to the teaching of the Catholic 

Church.  Call 215-587-4505.  Confidentiality assured. 

Disabilities & Autism Help-Line: Need help 

accessing services and support for someone with an 

intellectual disability or autism? Call 484-472-5041. 

Catholic Men’s Pornography Addiction Group:   

Call confidentially at 215-490-4660. 

STRIVE 21 Day Detox from Pornography. Register 

at cardinalstudios.org.  

National Suicide Prevention Hotline: 800-273-8255. 

Nourish for Caregivers Support Groups: Visit 

phillyevang.org/nourish 

Hope in Christ: Spiritual Support for Addiction: visit 

archphila.org/hope. 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Catholic News 
CatholicPhilly.com  

 

Sign up for a free newsletter containing local, 

national, and world Catholic news, podcasts and 

inspiring feature stories each week via email.    

Social Outreach 

Parish Ministry 

Surviving   Divorce 
 

ABVM is pleased to announce the return of the ministry 
that will bring hope and healing to those who have experi-
enced the pain and loneliness of a broken marriage. Sur-
viving Divorce features twelve video presentations that 
cover topics such as shock and grief, anger and forgive-
ness, money issues, dealing with children and a former 
spouse, and annulment and remarriage.  This program is 
for the newly separated and divorced and those still strug-
gling with issues many years later.  It will help you find 
answers to your questions, restore hope, and begin au-
thentic healing.  
 

Please join us starting Thursday, January 14th, in the 
ABVM Parish Life Center (church lower level).   These 
meetings will continue every 2nd and 4th Thursday 
through June 2021. For more information, contact Adri-
ana Pfaff at adrianapfaff@gmail.com.  

USCCB Pro Life Activities 

WORD OF LIFE BULLETIN QUOTES  
 

“Like Our Blessed Mother welcomed Jesus, 
we are called to cherish and protect the gift 
of human life, at every stage and in every 
circumstance.” 
 

- United States Conference of Catholic Bishops,  
  Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 
  “Living Out Christmas in the New Year”  

 

https://44hmv1lj.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.helpourmarriage.org%2F/1/01000175d7015f26-404d2edc-f6e5-4780-92f1-685617b942d5-000000/3rJ0jhvWhi3qdmNwq04yU2CwXXY=188
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/january-roe-events/living-out-christmas-in-the-new-year.cfm
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Calendar 

Dec. 21st: No School (Professional Development Day) 

Dec. 22nd-Jan. 1st: No School - Christmas Break 

 

Have a blessed 

Christmas 

and New Year’s  

Holidays! 

 

Are you an Amazon shopper?  
When making your Amazon purchases, please designate As-
sumption BVM School through the Amazon Smile program.  
Please visit https://abvmschoolwg.us/amazon-smile for details.  
All proceeds go directly to ABVM School.  
 
Box Tops for Education:   
We are collecting Box Tops!  Clip box tops and place them in an 
envelope in the church collection or scan your receipts on the 
box top app.   It’s the easiest way to earn cash for our school 
with products you already buy!  For questions, please contact 
the School office at 610-869-9576.  

ABVM News 

 

(Code: MC8NYZ)  

Use the free ABVM Parish Code: MC8NYZ. 

Thank you to all parishioners who gave of their time to 
donate blood on December 17th.  The need for blood is 
constant and only volunteer donors can fulfill that need 
for patients in our community.  Nationwide, someone 
needs a unit of blood every 2 to 3 seconds and most of us 
will need blood in our lifetime. Thank you for supporting 
the Red Cross Blood program.  Assumption BVM Parish 
and the American Red Cross will be hosting another 
Blood Drive on: 
 

Date: Sunday, January 3, 2021 
Site:  Assumption Parish Life Center (Church lower level) 

 300 State Road, West Grove  
Time: 8:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
 

Visit http://www.redcrossblood.org/make-donation and 
search by sponsor code assumptionbvm to schedule an 
appointment.  You can also call 1-800-733-2767 to sched-
ule.  For questions, contact parishioner, Ann Barr, at 610-
869-8559 or email tedra.farrell@redcross.org. For donor 
eligibility guidelines, call 1-800-RED-CROSS.  
 
 

NOW TESTING BLOOD DONATIONS FOR  
COVID-19 ANTIBODIES. 
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  AVON GROVE CHRISTMAS BASKET PROGRAM 

 

 
 

 CONGRATULATIONS to all of you who were involved in any way with this year’s program.  As 

we all know, this year has been a very difficult challenge for everyone.  With the inability to utilize the 

school and parish center, we reached out to the community to find alternate facilities.  We were pleasantly 

surprised by the amount of warmth we were shown by multiple venues who volunteered to assist us with 

the program!! Special thanks go out to the Avondale Fire Company, Masda Mushroom and St. Gabriel of 

the Sorrowful Mother Parish who “took us in”.  The Program was a HUGE success with a recipient count of 

397 families assisted, counting those who attended, those we made deliveries to and others who will benefit 

with the baskets that were distributed during the week.   
 

 With the preparations started at the end of last year’s program to Saturday afternoon, the backing for 

this program has made a tremendous difference in the community and the attitude of many heading into the 

week of Christmas.  The amount of volunteers was overwhelming and the financial support was the most 

we have ever had!! 

 

 Amazingly, the whole program ran like clockwork (in spite of starting from scratch in many areas!!) 

due to the fantastic efforts of all the volunteers who have made this a Christmas tradition. What better way 

to celebrate the birth of Christ than to give yourself to those in need! 
 
 

    Thank you to the following companies and organizations for their contributions to this year’s program: 

Assumption BVM Congregation 

Assumption BVM School 

Avondale Fire Company 

Avondale United Methodist 

Church 

Avon Grove Library 

Avon Grove Lions Club 

Avon Grove School District 

Boy Scout Packs 54 & 191 & 

Troops 18  

Caballeros de Colón St. Rocco’s 

Cedar Knoll Associates 

Clemens Food Group-Hatfield 

Duvall Bus Services 

Entenmann’s 

General Rental 

Giant Food Stores 

Glen Willow Orchard 

Herr’s Foods 

Hy-Tech Mushroom Compost  

Innovative Energy 

Kennett Area Community 

Services 

Knights of Columbus #3858 

Kauffman Gas 

Ladies Auxiliary of the Knights 

Masda Mushroom 

Menu Mate  

Misión Santa Maria 

Needham’s Mushroom Farms 

Pepperidge Farm 

Phillip’s Mushroom Farms 

R.M. Crossan 

St. Gabriel of the Sorrowful 

Mother 

St. Rocco’s Church 

Star Roses and Plants 

Flowers Baking Co.  

Toys for Tots 

West Grove Fire Company 

West Grove Presbyterian Church 

There are also hundreds of individuals who donated their time, talent and treasure to this program throughout 

the entire year; to all those selfless people, I wish you a Blessed Christmas Season and a Healthy and Happy 

2020 (and hope you return next year-December 17/18, 2021!!!!!) 

   

John J. Brennan  

Avon Grove Christmas Basket Program 

JohnJBrennan@comcast.net 

610-869-4100 

mailto:JohnJBrennan@comcast.net
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Does the world realize that it is waiting? As we go about all of the busyness of 

our lives and entertain our distractions, there are many holes and gaps in our 

lives that need to be filled. We are always wanting more, but not really sure 

what that “more” needs to be. Fulfillment, happiness, contentment, and true 

satisfactions are fleeting occurrences and often come to us in illusive ways. 

What we think is the ultimate fix to our anxious emptiness really is only a fancy 

trend that we entertain. The world does not realize any more today than it did 

over two thousand years ago that it is waiting for a Savior. We need a Savior. 

We need to see and embrace the God who has broken into history and become 

one with us. It is this union of God and man that sets us on a straight path, or-

ders our relationships, establishes proper focus and goals, and tells us whose 

kingdom we really are meant to serve. The world does not know how truly lost 

it is. Do you realize how lost you are and that the One you need most is here 

among us and within your grasp? 

Sunday:  4th Sunday of Advent 
Monday: St. Peter Canisius, Priest and Doctor of the Church 
Wednesday: St. John of Kanty, Priest 
Thursday: Christmas Eve 
Friday:  The Nativity of the Lord  
Saturday: St. Stephen, the First Martyr 
Next Sunday: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
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