
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
  
Grace and peace in Christ!  
 
You are cordially invited to attend the 2013 General Gathering of the Brothers and Sisters of Charity to 
be held at Little Portion Hermitage on October 2, 2013 to October 5, 2013.  
 
The theme of our gathering will be “Unity Builds Community.” We will spend time together in prayer 
and fellowship. We will learn together how to follow Jesus more closely in this way of life. We will cele-
brate our life together so that we can be strengthened to take the Good News of Jesus’ saving love out 
to the world!  
 
At this year’s gathering, we will honor those members who have been permanently professed for 10, 
15 and 20 years. Specifically, we will honor those who made their permanent profession in 2003, 1998 
and 1993. We are particularly excited to celebrate the 20-year jubilarians because they were part of the 
very first domestic permanent professions in 1993. If you made your permanent profession in 2003, 
1998, or 1993, you should have already received a personal invitation to attend the gathering. If you did 
not, please contact your Regional Minister.  
 
This year, we have another great reason to celebrate! It is the 30th anniversary of Little Portion Her-
mitage! And, we are celebrating 3 years in the new monastery building! Especially for our longtime 
members who have not yet had the chance to see the new monastery building in person, we hope you 
are able to join us this year!  
 
Please complete the registration form and mail it to Kelly Wells at 14215 Andrea Way Lane, Houston, 
TX 77083-7711. (713-899-8004 cell)  
 
There is an August 31st deadline for receiving your registration materials. Full payment must be made 
by September 15th. Checks should be made out to “Little Portion, Inc.” No money will be collected at 
the gathering. If registration costs make it too difficult to attend, please contact your Regional Minister 
for possible assistance.  
 
As always, registration costs do not include lodging. If you have any questions, please call your Regional 
Minister, Kelly Wells, or Andrew Billing.  
 
I look forward to seeing everyone in October! Until then, please know that I am holding each of you and 
your families in prayer!  
 
Peace and good!  
Andrew J. Billing  

Andrew Billing, BSCD  

Domestic General Minister 

Invitation to the 2013 General Gathering 
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By Glenn Galtere, BSCD 

SE Regional Minister 

 
When Moses was trying to 

govern the masses, that he led 

out of Egypt, he discovered 

such was an exhausting task 

and not very fruitful. Jethro, his 

father in law, suggested he 

break the community into tens, 

hundreds and thousands. In our 

terminology, it meant for every 

ten persons there was a small 

group leader who would guide, 

teach, mentor, pass on infor-

mation both up and down the 

line. The leader would join 

together with ten other leaders 

to form a group for the same 

purpose. Then those leaders 

would have a leader who met 

with leaders of the larger group 

so that there was a direct line 

for communication, discipling, 

disciplining and an intimate 

community and fellowship for 

all. Through such a structure 

community was formed, expe-

rienced and promoted fellow-

ship and spiritual growth for all. 

 

The Christian Church, from 

the earliest days embraced the 

same reality as they met to-

gether in each other’s homes. 

Whenever the Church has 

embraced such a format she 

has grown. Just as a bird needs 

two wings to fly so does the 

Christian need to experience 

the community of the greater 

Christian body and the intimacy 

of the small group. If one of 

those wings are missing it is 

like a bird trying to fly with one 
wing. It will go in circles and 

make little progress. 

 

Early in the life of the Domestic 

Expression of the Brothers and 

Sisters of Charity John Michael 

and Viola believed and ex-

pressed that it is absolutely 

essential to have cell groups for 

the BSCD. Without them it 

would be difficult if not impos-

sible for the members to live 

the life the community was 

called to live if not actually 

impossible. This was in the 

1990’s and such a prophetic 

observation has proved to be 

true. Around 2004 George 

Butterfield and I compiled a 

workbook and teachings on the 

Cell group. It was presented, 

taught at General Gatherings 

and at Leadership Meetings. 

 

In those Regions where the cell 

group dynamic is active the 

spirituality, sense of community 

and fruitfulness has been obvi-

ous. In those Regions where 

this has not happened there has 

been a failure for such a fruitful 

community to take place. 

 

Everyone who is capable of 

asking someone over to their 

house for tea can begin a cell 
group. When we make profes-

sion into the community we 

are also making a promise to 

build community through our 

own efforts. Cell groups then 

become part of a cluster of cell 

groups and the spiritual nur-

ture can then flourish. To be an 

isolated member is stacking the 

odds against one’s self in terms 

of spiritual maturity. 

 

Let me encourage each of you 

to take the time, in your com-

mitment to the BSCD, to invite 

a few friends to meet in your 

home or the Church. I want to 

be available to support you in 

this effort. Let me know how I 

can help. 

Brothers & Sisters of Charity: www.littleportion.org  

 BSC on Facebook: www.facebook.com/littleportion 

 BSC-Domestic on Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/BSCDomestic 

John Michael Talbot Ministry: www.johnmichaeltalbot.com  

JMT’s YouTube Channel: http://www.youtube.com/user/JohnMichaelTalbot/videos 

Vatican Website: www.vatican.va 

US Conference of Catholic Bishops: www.USCCB.org 

Catholic Charismatic Renewal: www.nsc-chariscenter.org 

Catholic News: www.zenit.org 

Small Christian Communities and the BSCD 

Useful Links 

“They broke 

bread in 

their homes 

and ate 

together 

with glad 

and sincere 

hearts” 

- Acts 2:46 
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By Glenn Galtere, BSCD 

SE Regional Minister 

 
In a perfect world we would have cultures that had dynamics 
always producing positive, uplifting values and behavior that 
reflected the Kingdom of God. Few of us believe we live in 
such a world. Likewise there are those in the cell group move-
ment who have concepts of what a perfect cell group might be 
like. It is a goal or ideal that is set and, unlike cultures, might 
actually be achieved. 

Dr. Ralph Neighbour Jr. indicates that there are at least three 
groups of people within a cell group. It uses the scripture of 1 
John 2: 13-14 as a scriptural reference. In that scripture John 
writes about little children, young men and fathers. These are 
types of people in a cell group or more accurately behaviors 
that are present in believers. 
 
As you get to know them, you will find they are all at different 

mileposts on their journey towards maturity. Of course, it is 

impossible to divide everyone into neat boxes, but you will 

recognize they will fall into these general areas: 

LITTLE CHILDREN: New Christians, who need to be nur-
tured with the “milk of the Word,” along with Hurting 
Persons. These are believers who require inner heal-
ing for past hurts before there will be any further 
growth. 

YOUNG MEN: Believers who have revised their value sys-
tems and are ready to share their faith with others. 

FATHERS: Committed servants, who can be equipped to 
penetrate the unchurched and help you with the care 
of the rest of the flock. 

 
 

Little Children need to be sponsored by Young Men for nur-
ture. Young Men need to be linked to Fathers who can guide 
them to higher levels of ministry. Your Shepherd Intern will 
learn how to minister to the Hurting Persons as part of his or 
her training. Thus a spiritual chain of caring is formed within 
the flock. (The Shepherd’s Guidebook, Neighbour, Ralph, Jr.; 
Touch Ministries, 1994, p16.) 
 
This structure, regardless of the terminology used, is an excel-
lent way to disciple and grows people. It is a concrete way of 
moving from the inward focus to outreach ministries that 
touch unbelievers. 

These categories do not necessarily go along with an office. 
For example I have known pastors of churches who have nev-
er led a person to Christ and are hurting persons. On the sur-
face, one might assume that a pastor is a Father in the faith. It 
isn’t necessarily so. Likewise, there are persons who have 
been Christians for decades but have never moved past the 
Little Children stage. A wise cell leader will carefully ascertain 
at what stage his cell members are in their spiritual journey. 
Not for the purpose of evaluating or judging but that as a 
Shepherd he/she may accept them where they are and help 
them grow. 
 
Also these categories might be expanded to understand cell 
groups in general. For example, there are cell groups that 
never have an outward focus and meet for the sake of each 
other only. That cell group would be stuck, as a body, in the 
Little Children stage of their journey. Many small groups or 
cells in local churches fall into such a category. They have 
been meeting for years and have never grown or been in-
volved in “converting” others to the faith. 

Little Children, Young Men, and Fathers: The Structure of a Cell Group 
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Wed. Oct. 2 (Guardian Angels)    
 

1:00-5:00 - Registration at Little Portion  
6:00-7:00 - Bag Supper & family time  
8:00 - Common Center closes/cleaning begins  
10:00 - Curfew/silence observed until after Morning 
Prayer  
 
Thurs. Oct. 3       
 

6:45-7:30 - Breakfast at Little Portion  
8:15-9:15 - Divine Office/Reception of Novices  
9:30-12:00 - Session in Chapel with John Michael Talbot  
12:00 - Angelus and Lunch  
1:30-3:00 - Session in Chapel - Domestics  
5:30-6:15 - Light dinner at Hermitage (all are invited)  
7:00 - General Council Meeting  
9:00 - Common Center closes/cleaning begins  
10:00 - Curfew/silence observed until after Morning 
Prayer  
 
Fri. Oct. 4   (Francis of Assisi)    
 

6:45-7:30 - Breakfast at Little Portion  
8:15-9:00 - Divine Office– Temporary Professions  
9:30-Noon - Session in Chapel - Domestics  
12:00- 1:30 - Angelus and Lunch  
2:30 - Mass followed by tea to celebrate 30 years at 
Little Portion and 3 years in new building  
5:30 - 6:15 - Light dinner at Hermitage (all are invited)  
7:00 - Praise & Worship in Chapel  
10:00 - Curfew/silence observed until after Morning 
Prayer  
 
Sat. Oct 5       
 

6:45- 7:30 - Breakfast at Little Portion  
8:15- 9:00 - Divine Office in Charity Chapel  
9:30– 12:00 - Domestics - “Down to it” workshops  
12:00- 1:30 - Angelus and Lunch  
2:00-3:30 - Domestic Leadership Meeting 
4:00 - Mass with Bishop; Celebration of Service 10, 15, 
20 years, Permanent Professions  
6:00 - Dinner  
9:00 - Common Center closes/cleaning begin; No Cur-
few or Silence  
 
Sun. Oct. 6  (St. Bruno)     
 

8:00 - Breakfast at little Portion/airport runs  
 

2013 Regional Gathering Schedule 
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2012 Regional Gathering Photos 





If you would like to 

contribute to a future 

newsletter, have a  

suggestion or feedback  
contact us at: 

tponchak@gmail.com 

or 

glenngaltere@yahoo.com 

 

CONTACT US 

SE Members to Take Temporary Professions 

 

The following members of the SE Region will be making their temporary professions at the 2013 General 
Gathering. Please keep them in your prayers as they prepare for this next step in formation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tom and Lisa Ponchak 
  

Tom and Lisa have been married for 20 years and live in Lakeland, FL, with their six children, five girls and 
a boy, where they are actively involved in their parish, Church of the Resurrection. They met while attend-
ing  the Franciscan University of Steubenville where they were both drawn to Franciscan spirituality and 
the Catholic Charismatic Renewal, factors that led to their interest in the BSCD. Tom has a BA in Theology 
and is working on completing his MA. He currently works as an insurance claims manager. He holds an 
Advanced Catechist certification from the Diocese of Orlando. Lisa has a BS in Mental Health and Human 
Services and is dedicated to home schooling their children. In 1997, the Ponchaks left the Catholic Church 
and became involved in the Vineyard, an association of non-denominational, evangelical-charismatic 
churches. After spending time planting and pastoring their own house church community they returned to 
Catholicism in 2007. They hope to recruit others in the Lakeland area to form a BSCD cell group.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vanessa Garcia 
  

Vanessa has been married to Jose Garcia since 2002. Jose is a permanently professed domestic member 
and the current Regional Vicar for the SE region. It was through Jose that Vanessa come to know about 
the BSC. She has been participating in regional and national gatherings for the past 11 years. She became 
attracted to the community through the example of the cluster group the north central region.  
 
Vanessa is currently active in the parish of Saint Edward in Pembroke Pines, FL where she participates in 
couples ministry and teaches Natural Family planning together with her husband. She is also a full time 
mother homeschooling her two youngest of five children with the support of local Catholic homeschool-
ing group "Archangels". Vanessa and her husband are currently planning a 3 day mission with John Mi-
chael Talbot who will visiting their parish in February 2014. 


