
Readings for the Week of July 23, 2017 

Sunday: Wis 12:13, 16-19/Ps 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16/Rom 8:26
-27/Mt 13:24-43 or 13:24-30 
Monday: Ex 14:5-18/Ex 15:1bc-6/Mt 12:38-42 
Tuesday: 2 Cor 4:7-15/Ps 126:1bc-6/Mt 20:20-28 
Wednesday: Ex 16:1-5, 9-15/Ps 78:18-19, 23-28/Mt 13:1-9 
Thursday: Ex 19:1-2, 9-11, 16-20b/Dn 3:52-56/Mt 13:10-17 
Friday: Ex 20:1-17/Ps 19:8-11/Mt 13:18-23 
Saturday: Ex 24:3-8/Ps 50:1b-2, 5-6, 14-15/Jn 11:19-27 or 
Lk 10:38-42 
Next Sunday: 1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12/Ps 119:57, 72, 76-77, 127-
130/Rom 8:28-30/Mt 13:44-52 or 13:44-46 

Website: 
www.stmaxkolbe.org 
 

Bulletin Submission: 

bulletin@stmaxkolbe.org 
 

 
 

Parish Office: (715) 824-3380 

�

Parish Secretary  —  Angie Sturzl 715-824-3380 

                   angie@stmaxkolbe.org 

 
Financial Secretary — Doreen Krusick 715-824-3380 
 

Pastoral Council — JoAnn Doyle 715-824-2011 
       Scott Hintz 715-572-7420 
 
Finance Council — Pam Zinda 715-366-2185 
                                 Dennis Fay 715-824-5075 
 

Building & Grounds Committee —  
      Leo Gonnering 571-243-0250 
 
Parish Council of Catholic Women —  
      Sherry Fay 920-636-5010 
 
Pro-Life Committee — Cindy Gresl 920-566-2305 
 
Elizabeth Ministry — Jennifer Hendrix 715-344-3099 
 
Family Life Committee — Tasha Shurpit 
 
Prayer Chain — Helen Buckholt 920-622-4461 
              Judy Scholler 920-765-0419 
 
Sacred Steps Program — Jane Bauer 715-258-9563 
 
SCRIP — Terri Hoerter 715-340-9816 
    
 

Knights of Columbus —Bob Elwood 715-310-4374  
 

Garden Club — Peggy Root 715-498-1597 
 

Religious Education (CCD) — Kim Auer 715-252-8745 
 

Confirmation Program — Jeremiah Auer 715-281-9825 
Guardian Angels Cemetery — Ken Trzebiatowski 
            715-498-6066 
Hope Cemetery (Heffron) — Sharon Lorenz 
        715-366-4557 
St. Martin Cemetery — Tom Guth 366-4104 
St. Patrick Cemetery — Helen Helbach 715-824-5880 
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A Catholic Church in Rural Southeastern Portage County, WI 
 

8611 State Highway 54   •   Almond, WI  54909 

Go and do likewise... Luke 10:37 

 



James." Apocryphal, or hidden, gospels consist of 
accounts of Jesus' life that were ultimately not accepted 
as inspired works, and thus were not included in the Bible. 
However, they sometimes captured the Christian 
imagination, spilling into the devotional dimension of the 
community. 
James' infancy gospel begins with the parents of Mary 
and their desire for a child. In their prayer and petitions to 
God, they are heard and given the blessings of a child, 
whom they named Mary. The fact that we celebrate the 
feast of Joachim and Anna indicates that the bond of 
family love is important in the Christian life. Long before 
Grandparents' Day was established, the church had a 
feast that honored the presumed grandparents of Jesus. 
While their names are part of non-inspired apocryphal 
legends, the Savior's human ancestry is not. Christ, the 
incarnate Word, dwelt among us in the flesh in a human 
family. In honoring the grandparents of Jesus we really 
proclaim our faith in the Incarnation--God becoming 
human! 

GOSPEL MEDITATION 
"The weeds are the children of the evil one, and the 
enemy who sows them is the devil." This is not a pretty 
picture. Jesus shares a parable in today's Gospel that 
reminds us of a truth we would rather forget: evil is real, 
and the devil is at work. The bountiful harvest of our 
faith is something that Satan wants to destroy. And he 
has a host of diabolical tactics to help him carry out his 
wicked plans. But there is one strategy in particular that 
we must be on guard against. 
As the French poet Charles Baudelaire put it, "The 
devil's finest trick is to persuade you that he does not 
exist." Sneaky as it may be, this approach is effective, 
and, unfortunately, the attitude of our modern era is 
very conducive to buying the lie. Too often we dismiss 
the idea of the invisible spiritual reality of angels and 
demons. It doesn't seem "scientific" enough for us 
because it can't be seen or "proven." But neither can 
our faith! We believe in a host of invisible realities 
starting with God himself. We should not be fooled into 
thinking that the devil is a make-believe cartoon 
character with red horns and a pitchfork on his 
shoulder. Alas, no. As the "Catechism of the Catholic 
Church" reminds us, "Scripture witnesses to the 
disastrous influence of the one Jesus calls 'a murderer 
from the beginning'" (CCC 394) and, as we read in the 
Bible, "Indeed, the Son of God was revealed to destroy 
the works of the Devil" (1 Jn 3:8). This is not pretend, 
and so it must be taken seriously. But so too, the reality 
of Satan must be situated within the broader context of 
God's supreme power. The devil "cannot prevent the 
building up of God's reign" (CCC 395). The influence of 
evil can never defeat the power of our faith, unless we 
let it do so. 
LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 
Today we are presented with the parable of the weeds 
and the wheat. We struggle with the imperfection that 
exists in our world. This imperfection shows itself in 
human sinfulness with its consequences--disease, 
natural disasters, suffering, and even death. We 
wonder why God did not simply make everything 
perfect right from the beginning so that harmony, 
peace, and tranquility would be the norm. God builds 
free will into us and into our world so that we can learn 
to freely love him. Anything less than this would not 
provide the freedom to choose to acknowledge and 
develop our relationship with our Creator. For now, the 
weeds and the wheat must coexist. Our faith teaches 
us that we live and walk in hope that when the harvest 
comes only the wheat of God's love will remain. 
WHY DO WE DO THAT? - CATHOLIC TRADITIONS 
EXPLAINED 
Question: 
July 26 is the feast of Joachim and Anna. Who are they 
and what do we know about them? 
Answer: 
Joachim and Anna are the parents of Mary, the mother 
of Jesus, yet there is absolutely no biblical reference to 
them whatsoever. So where do we get their names, 
and what is their story? Their names are found in an 
apocryphal gospel known as "The Infancy Gospel of 
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Birthdays 

Matthew Sneller 7/23 
Terri Hoerter 7/23 

Carissa Perzinski 7/23 
Karl Kiefer 7/23 

Randy Wierzba 7/24 
Regina Gresl 7/24 

Colby Trzebiatowski 7/24 
 
 

Rabe Avery 7/26 
Lynn Hintz 7/27 

Cody Retzki 7/28 
Luke Zelinski 7/28 
Jeramie Shea 7/29 
Casey Pliska 7/29 

Nathaniel Bannach 7/29 

Anniversaries 
 

David & Kathy Glinski 7/24 
Pat & Judy Snow 7/27 

Richard & Julia Soper 7/28 
 

Please Keep These  
Parishioners in  
Your Prayers! 

Please pray for Barb Cousineau 
and her family. Barb passed 
away on June 24th. There is a 
memorial Mass scheduled for 
Friday, July 28th at 11am here 
at St. Max’s. Visitation begins at 
9am.  
 
Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord, and let perpetual 

light shine upon her. May the souls of the faithful  

departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

Amen. 
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We welcome you to our parish family. If you wish 
to join our parish, you may register by calling 
the parish office. 
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Arrangements must be made at least six months in 
advance. Please call the parish office for an 
appointment. 


�������

Please call the parish office prior to the birth 
of your child. 

����������������������

Please call the parish office at 824-3380. 
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Please submit Mass Intentions to the parish office or 
call 715.824.3380. 

 

During June, July & August, please call 
the parish office before coming in to the 
church. Office hours will vary, and we 
would hate for you to come and no one 
be here. 

�
��� ���!�" #��$%�

&'((����

Servers: Laura & Kaleb Krupka 
Reader: Greg Decker 
Usher Captain: Mike Weller 
Eucharistic Ministers:  
Mike W., Carol W., Rita T., Diane Z. 
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Servers: Lily T., Gabriel H., Carson Z. 
Reader: Pat Blaskowski 
Usher Captain: Scott Peterson 
Eucharistic Ministers: 
Amy B., Sharon C., Mindy K., Peggy R. 
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Servers: Brady S., Brock S., Kayla C. 
Reader: Marilyn Kreuser 
Usher Captain: Steve Kaminski 
Eucharistic Ministers: 
Gene L., Bob Y., Eric Z. 
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Adult Envelopes                                              2320.00 
Offertory:                                                           244.00                  
Maintenance & Repairs:                                      10.00 
Vigil Candles                                                         0.00 

Total:                                                             2,574.00 
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Big Brothers and Big Sisters of Central Wisconsin is in 
need of volunteers! We currently have 70 children in 
Portage County waiting for a Big Brother or Big Sister! If 
you are interested in getting started or learning more, 
email us at bbbscw@gmail.com or call 715.341.0661. 
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We currently have openings in our CCD program for 
catechists and those available to substitute periodically.  
Imagine helping youth discover the most important 
choice in a lifetimeM Jesus! Imagine helping youth  
understand their faith is not another subject to study,  
but rather a way of life, so they experience a personal 
 relationship with God. There is no greater gift  
you can give a child! If you feel God is calling you 
to the ministry of catechesis (teaching) to  
nurture the faith of our young people,  
contact Kim at 715.252.8745.  
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Father Joseph will host a Pilgrimage to Poland,  
April 9-17, 2018, a fully escorted tour including most 
meals.  Depart from St. Peter's Church by bus to Green 
Bay airport.  Highlights include:  Zakopane, a popular 
town where Pope St. John Paul II spent time, Gora  
Monastery to witness the world famous Black Madonna, 
so much more!  Please call Global Travel for a brochure  
715-341-7227.  Join us for an informational meeting on 
August 16th at 6:00pm, Kolbe Hall, St. Peter's Church. 

�
Our parish continues to seek your 
prayers and maintain a list of Mass  
Intentions to honor our family gone  
before us. Lift up those in need or other 
special intentions you may have. Submit 
intentions by mail, in the offertory in a 
clearly marked envelope or by calling the 
parish office.  
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July 23rd 
Serving at 9am. This is a FREE 
breakfast!  All are welcome!  
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Tuesday, August 1st through Friday, August 4th 
St. Bronislava Parish 
Tues: 9-noon  Wed-Fri: 8:15-noon  
(begins with 8:15 Mass) 
Open to those Age 4 to Grade 4 
Grade 5 and above are encouraged to be volunteers! 
715-344-4326 
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Please submit all agenda items to 
Sherry Fay by July 31st. Thank you. 
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Please join us at the Norbertine Center for Spiritual-
ity at St. Norbert Abbey in De Pere, WI September 
22 through the 24th. Dr. Robert Wicks will be  
presenting a weekend program,  
Spiritual Resilience: Strengthening Your Inner Life in 
Challenging Times. More information is available at 
their website: nsc@norbertine.org. The retreat starts 
Friday at 4:30pm and concludes at 11 am on  
Sunday.  
UPDATE!! 

There are currently 20 spaces left for those 
who would like overnight accommodations 
and 20 spaces available for commuters 
staying elsewhere. You are encouraged to 
sign up soon to be insured a spot!! Contact 
Sherry Fay for more information at  
920-636-5010. 
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Grades 7-12 & Adult 
August 6 at 12:00 pm 
St. Paul Catholic Church, Plainfield 
Sign up your team of 4 by August 1 
stpaul@uniontel.net or 715-335-4314 
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Sunday, July 23 11am-5pm 
Holy Spirit Parish Picnic 
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August 5th & 6th 
Rosholt, WI   
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Sunday, August 6th 
St. Philip Parish, Rudolph, Wisconsin 
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August 5th & 6th 
Plainfield, WI 
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Sunday, August 13th 
St. Patrick’s Church, Lebanon, WI 
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    9:00 a.m. Choir Practice  
     6:15 p.m.-6:45 p.m. Confessions 
     7:00 p.m.    MASS:+Jacqueline & Edward Mroczenski  
                        By the Mroczenski Families 
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   7:45 a.m.-8:15 a.m. Confessions 
 8:30 a.m.   MASS:+Ronald Kedrowicz 
                       By Chris Kaminski 
  10:00 a.m.   MASS: For the people of St. Max’s 
    6:30 p.m.    Adoration 
�
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    5:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration    
     6:00 p.m.  MASS:+Marge Bembenek 
                      By the Bembenek Family 
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    8:00 a.m.    MASS:+Bud & Ann Barden 
                        By Jack & JoAnn Doyle 
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    9:00 a.m. Choir Practice  
     6:15 p.m.-6:45 p.m. Confessions 
     7:00 p.m.    MASS:+Dean Riley  
                        By the PCCW 
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   7:45 a.m.-8:15 a.m. Confessions 
 8:30 a.m.   MASS:+John & Virginia Krusick  
                       By the Krusick Family 
  10:00 a.m.   MASS: For the people of St. Max’s 
    6:30 p.m.    Adoration 
 

26 Weeks 
 

Thank you for praying for me.  
 

I am growing every day.  
 

I’m between 14 and 17 inches  
 

long and weigh about 41/2 pounds. I move  
 

around a lot but it’s getting crowded in here!  
 

Sometimes I even get the hiccups! 
 

St. Max’s Spiritual Adoption Program 
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