
Readings for the Week of July 30, 2017 
Sunday: 1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12/Ps 119:57, 72, 76-77, 127-130/
Rom 8:28-30/Mt 13:44-52 or 13:44-46 
Monday: Ex 32:15-24, 30-34/Ps 106:19-23/Mt 13:31-35 
Tuesday: Ex 33:7-11; 34:5b-9, 28/Ps 103:6-13/Mt 13:36-43 
Wednesday: Ex 34:29-35/Ps 99:5-7, 9/Mt 13:44-46 
Thursday: Ex 40:16-21, 34-38/Ps 84:3-6a, 8a, 11/Mt 13:47-
53 
Friday: Lv 23:1, 4-11, 15-16, 27, 34b-37/Ps 81:3-6, 10-
11ab/Mt 13:54-58 
Saturday: Lv 25:1, 8-17/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 7-8/Mt 14:1-12 
Next Sunday: Dn 7:9-10, 13-14/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9/2 Pt 1:16-
19/Mt 17:1-9 

Website: 
www.stmaxkolbe.org 
 

Bulletin Submission: 

bulletin@stmaxkolbe.org 
 

 
 

Parish Office: (715) 824-3380 
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Parish Secretary  —  Angie Sturzl 715-824-3380 

                   angie@stmaxkolbe.org 

 
Financial Secretary — Doreen Krusick 715-824-3380 
 

Pastoral Council — JoAnn Doyle 715-824-2011 
       Scott Hintz 715-572-7420 
 
Finance Council — Pam Zinda 715-366-2185 
                                 Dennis Fay 715-824-5075 
 

Building & Grounds Committee —  
      Leo Gonnering 571-243-0250 
 
Parish Council of Catholic Women —  
      Sherry Fay 920-636-5010 
 
Pro-Life Committee — Cindy Gresl 920-566-2305 
 
Elizabeth Ministry — Jennifer Hendrix 715-344-3099 
 
Family Life Committee — Tasha Shurpit 
 
Prayer Chain — Helen Buckholt 920-622-4461 
              Judy Scholler 920-765-0419 
 
Sacred Steps Program — Jane Bauer 715-258-9563 
 
SCRIP — Terri Hoerter 715-340-9816 
    
 

Knights of Columbus —Bob Elwood 715-310-4374  
 

Garden Club — Peggy Root 715-498-1597 
 

Religious Education (CCD) — Kim Auer 715-252-8745 
 

Confirmation Program — Jeremiah Auer 715-281-9825 
Guardian Angels Cemetery — Ken Trzebiatowski 
            715-498-6066 
Hope Cemetery (Heffron) — Sharon Lorenz 
        715-366-4557 
St. Martin Cemetery — Tom Guth 366-4104 
St. Patrick Cemetery — Helen Helbach 715-824-5880 
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A Catholic Church in Rural Southeastern Portage County, WI 
 

8611 State Highway 54   •   Almond, WI  54909 

Go and do likewise... Luke 10:37 

 



 
WHY DO WE DO THAT? - CATHOLIC TRADITIONS 
EXPLAINED 
 

Question: 
Why do we have a liturgical season called ordinary time? 
Can you explain? 
 

Answer: 
Ordinary time is the longest season of the liturgical year. It 
begins the Monday after January 6, the Epiphany, and 
goes until the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday, the 
beginning of Lent. That period can last anywhere from five 
to eight weeks, depending on when Easter is celebrated. 
Ordinary time picks up again the Monday after Pentecost 
Sunday and lasts from twenty-three to twenty-seven 
weeks, until the end of the liturgical year, the Saturday 
before Advent begins. 
 

Why the name ordinary? "Ordinary" is not in contrast to 
"extraordinary" or "special" but rather stresses the Latin 
language notion of "ordinal" or numbered Sundays. The 
Latin title for the season, "tempus ordinarium," conveys 
the sense that this time of the year is measured or 
numbered time. Measured time can allude simply to the 
numbered Sundays, or the notion that these Sundays are 
a "measured" time to deepen and immerse ourselves 
completely in the realities of Jesus' incarnation, ministry, 
passion, death, and resurrection. Ordinary time offers us 
the opportunity to connect the ordinary lived experiences 
of our lives with those of Jesus, who modeled for us how 
to live a truly human existence. 

GOSPEL MEDITATION  
 
"When he finds a pearl of great price, he goes and sells 
all that he has and buys it." Jesus today gives us the 
image of a merchant who knows he has discovered a 
great treasure. In fact, its value is so tremendous that 
the man is willing to sell EVERYTHING else in order to 
possess it. Why? Because he knows it will all be worth 
it. He knows that the pearl will bring him more reward 
than anything else he has ever owned, more even than 
all his possessions combined. 
 
This Gospel story is meant to help us understand the 
unfathomable value of the kingdom of heaven. Nothing 
else can compare to it. No material item, no honor or 
success, can compete with this pearl of great price. 
Everything we have, short of this, is FINITE: limited, 
temporary, and ultimately fleeting. Eternal happiness, 
on the other hand, is INfinite. It never ends. This is the 
deep contentment, the satisfaction, the peace, and 
happiness that we crave, the kind that doesn't 
disappoint. 
 
Like the merchant in the parable, we too should 
understand the value of this discovery. As Christians, 
we have "found" the treasure beyond all other 
treasures! Life in Christ, both now and in heaven, is 
truly the pearl of great price. The only question is 
whether we are willing to "sell" all that we have to 
obtain it. In other words, are we willing to release the 
other things that claim hold on us? Are we ready to put 
Christ first in our lives? All of us need to take pause 
from time to time and examine our attachments and 
priorities. Money, pleasure, success, or comfort can 
often seem so important to us that we falsely begin to 
imagine these things will bring the happiness we so 
desire. But the message is loud and clear today: the 
kingdom of heaven is the true treasure we long for. 
 
LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 
 
As human beings, we desire to find happiness. This 
desire is so strong that we often go to great lengths to 
discover and obtain it. Unfortunately, our search 
sometimes brings us to the wrong places. We 
mistakenly think that money, certain possessions, 
social status, popularity, and even power and control 
can satisfy the longing that exists in our hearts. Time 
and again, one after another, these things come up 
empty and we find ourselves with the same unfulfilled 
longing gnawing at us deep within. It is only the 
kingdom of God that can satisfy our desire and that 
ache. We are made and hardwired for this. When we 
discover it, we know that we have found something 
very special--a pearl of great price. Then, everything 
comes together and is put in proper order: our 
relationship with God, others, ourselves, and even the 
universe in which we live. 
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Birthdays 

Dan Cullen 7/30 
Bernadette Gresl 7/30 

Charles Hutkowski 7/30 
Grace Kulis 7/31 

Miranda Borchardt 7/31 
Jerry Krupka Jr. 8/1 
Max Turzinski 8/1 

Pam Zinda 8/3 
 
 
 
 

Destiny Kiefer 8/3 
Michelle Patrykus 8/4 

Kevin Groshek 8/5 
Tori Dain 8/5 

Cole Deuman 8/5 
Matt Selenske 8/5 
Daniel Cichy 8/5 

Anniversaries 
 

 
 

Jason & Stacey Duellman 7/30 
Tony & Jenny Martin 8/4 

 
 

Please Keep These  
Parishioners in  
Your Prayers! 
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We welcome you to our parish family. If you wish 
to join our parish, you may register by calling 
the parish office. 
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Arrangements must be made at least six months in 
advance. Please call the parish office for an 
appointment. 
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Please call the parish office prior to the birth 
of your child. 
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Please call the parish office at 824-3380. 
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Please submit Mass Intentions to the parish office or 
call 715.824.3380. 

 

During June, July & August, please call 
the parish office before coming in to the 
church. Office hours will vary, and we 
would hate for you to come and no one 
be here. 
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Servers: Tanner D. & Volunteer 
Reader: Judy Snow 
Usher Captain: Alan Bauer 
Eucharistic Ministers:  
Judy S., Pat H., Jane & Alan B. 
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Servers: Max & Macy T. & Volunteer 
Reader: Kendra Cichy 
Usher Captain: George Caldwell 
Eucharistic Ministers: 
Doreen K., JoAnn D., Kendra C., Joan B. 
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Servers: Grace, Anna, Jeremiah A., Harlee K. 
Reader: Bob Yerkes 
Usher Captain: Dan Cullen 
Eucharistic Ministers: 
Nila P., Deone P., Melanie D. 
 

St. Maximilian Kolbe Church   |   3 

��������	�
�	�����������������������

Adult Envelopes                                              2652.00 
Offertory:                                                           276.86                  
Maintenance & Repairs:                                      10.00 
Vigil Candles                                                       63.50 

Total:                                                             3,002.36 

  
 

Thank you to everyone who 
participated in donating to 
help the "Never Forgotten 
Honor Flight". We reached 
our initial goal to cover the 
cost of at least one guardian to assist a veteran on this 
trip. Without your kindness, this may not have  
happened.  Again thank you and please keep our  
veterans and all of our service personnel in your 
thoughts and prayers. God bless you, and God bless 
 our great country! 
�
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Big Brothers and Big Sisters of Central Wisconsin is in 
need of volunteers! We currently have 70 children in 
Portage County waiting for a Big Brother or Big Sister! If 
you are interested in getting started or learning more, 
email us at bbbscw@gmail.com or call 715.341.0661. 
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We currently have openings in our CCD program for 
catechists and those available to substitute periodically.  
Imagine helping youth discover the most important 
choice in a lifetimeM Jesus! Imagine helping youth  
understand their faith is not another subject to study,  
but rather a way of life, so they experience a personal 
 relationship with God. There is no greater gift  
you can give a child! If you feel God is calling you 
to the ministry of catechesis (teaching) to  
nurture the faith of our young people,  
contact Kim at 715.252.8745.  
�
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Father Joseph will host a Pilgrimage to Poland,  
April 9-17, 2018, a fully escorted tour including most 
meals.  Depart from St. Peter's Church by bus to Green 
Bay airport.  Highlights include:  Zakopane, a popular 
town where Pope St. John Paul II spent time, Gora  
Monastery to witness the world famous Black Madonna, 
so much more!  Please call Global Travel for a brochure  
715-341-7227.  Join us for an informational meeting on 
August 16th at 6:00pm, Kolbe Hall, St. Peter's Church. 

�
Our parish continues to seek your 
prayers and maintain a list of Mass  
Intentions to honor our family gone  
before us. Lift up those in need or other 
special intentions you may have. Submit 
intentions by mail, in the offertory in a 
clearly marked envelope or by calling the 
parish office.  

 
Our next blood drive will be Sunday,  
August 13 from 8:30am-11:00am. 
To schedule your life saving  
Appointment, call Scott or Ann at 
715-824-3444. Appointments  
Preferred. Thank you. 
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Please submit all agenda items to 
Sherry Fay by July 31st. Thank you. 
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Please join us at the Norbertine Center for Spiritual-
ity at St. Norbert Abbey in De Pere, WI September 
22 through the 24th. Dr. Robert Wicks will be  
presenting a weekend program,  
Spiritual Resilience: Strengthening Your Inner Life in 
Challenging Times. More information is available at 
their website: nsc@norbertine.org. The retreat starts 
Friday at 4:30pm and concludes at 11 am on  
Sunday.  
UPDATE!! 

There are currently 20 spaces left for those 
who would like overnight accommodations 
and 20 spaces available for commuters 
staying elsewhere. You are encouraged to 
sign up soon to be insured a spot!! Contact 
Sherry Fay for more information at  
920-636-5010. 
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Friday, August 4th 9am-5pm 
Saturday, August 5th 9am-noon 
Special $5 bag sale after the 4pm Mass 
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Tuesday, August 1st through Friday, August 4th 
St. Bronislava Parish 
Tues: 9-noon  Wed-Fri: 8:15-noon  
(begins with 8:15 Mass) 
Open to those Age 4 to Grade 4 
Grade 5 and above are encouraged to be volunteer! 
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August 5th & 6th 
Rosholt, WI   
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Sunday, August 6th 
St. Philip Parish, Rudolph, Wisconsin 
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August 5th & 6th 
Plainfield, WI 
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Sunday, August 13th 
St. Patrick’s Church, Lebanon, WI 
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Sunday, August 20 
Polonia, WI 
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Sunday, August 27th 
Arnott Lions Park, Cty J, East of Stevens Point 
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    9:00 a.m. Choir Practice  
     6:15 p.m.-6:45 p.m. Confessions 
     7:00 p.m.    MASS:+Dean Riley  
                        By the PCCW 
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   7:45 a.m.-8:15 a.m. Confessions 
 8:30 a.m.   MASS:+John & Virginia Krusick  
                       By the Krusick Family 
  10:00 a.m.   MASS: For the people of St. Max’s 
    6:30 p.m.    Adoration 
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    5:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration    
     6:00 p.m.  MASS: Kyle & Kayla St. Marie & Family 
                      By the Mongan Family 
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    8:00 a.m.    MASS:+Louis Blatz 
                       By the Blatz Family 
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    9:00 a.m. Choir Practice  
     6:15 p.m.-6:45 p.m. Confessions 
     7:00 p.m.    MASS:+Tony Churas 
                         By David & Geraldine Hanson 
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   7:45 a.m.-8:15 a.m. Confessions 
 8:30 a.m.   MASS:+Dorothy Gonnering 
                       By the PCCW 
  10:00 a.m.   MASS: For the people of St. Max’s 
    6:30 p.m.    Adoration 

Advertiser Spotlight 
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Advertiser Spotlight 




