
Readings for the Week of January 28, 2018 
Sunday: Dt 18:15-20/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 7-9, [8]/1 Cor 7:32-35/
Mk 1:21-28 
Monday: 2 Sm 15:13-14, 30; 16:5-13/Ps 3:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [8a]/
Mk 5:1-20 
Tuesday: 2 Sm 18:9-10, 14b, 24-25a, 30--19:3/Ps 86:1-2, 3-
4, 5-6 [1a]/Mk 5:21-43 
Wed: 2 Sm 24:2, 9-17/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 6, 7 [cf. 5c]/Mk 6:1-6 
Thursday: 1 Kgs 2:1-4, 10-12/1 Chr 29:10, 11ab, 11d-12a, 
12bcd [12b]/Mk 6:7-13 
Friday: Mal 3:1-4/Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10 [10b]/Heb 2:14-18/Lk 
2:22-40 or 2:22-32 
Saturday: 1 Kgs 3:4-13/Ps 119:9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 [12b]/
Mk 6:30-34 
Next Sunday: Jb 7:1-4, 6-7/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [cf. 3a]/1 
Cor 9:16-19, 22-23/Mk 1:29-39 
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      Sherry Fay 920-636-5010 
 
Pro-Life Committee — Cindy Gresl 920-566-2305 
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              Judy Scholler 920-765-0419 
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SCRIP — Terri Hoerter 715-340-9816 
 
Social Media-Betty Gonnering 703- 509-5180  
 

Knights of Columbus —Bob Elwood 715-310-4374  
 

Garden Club — Peggy Root 715-498-1597 
 

Religious Education (CCD) — Kim Auer 715-252-8745 
 

Confirmation Program — Jeremiah Auer 715-281-9825 
Guardian Angels Cemetery — Ken Trzebiatowski 
            715-498-6066 
Hope Cemetery (Heffron) — Sharon Lorenz 
        715-366-4557 
St. Martin Cemetery — Tom Guth 366-4104 
St. Patrick Cemetery — Helen Helbach 715-824-5880 
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A Catholic Church in Rural Southeastern Portage County, WI 
 

8611 State Highway 54   •   Almond, WI  54909 

Go and do likewise... Luke 10:37 



 
WHY DO WE DO THAT? - CATHOLIC TRADITIONS 
EXPLAINED 
Question: 
Luke's Gospel is the only one to mention the Presentation 
of the Lord in the Temple. What is Luke trying to 
communicate here and what connection does it have with 
Mary? 
Answer: 
February 2 is exactly forty days after December 25, the 
nativity of Jesus. Jewish law (Ex 13:2, 12) dictated that 
Jesus, as the firstborn, be consecrated to God. This was 
done by the parents as they presented their Son in the 
Temple. 
Jewish law further specified (Lv 12:2-8) that a mother was 
ritually impure after giving birth, and that she had to wait a 
set period of time (forty days for a boy) before she was to 
offer a sacrifice to the Lord for purification. 
The convergence of these two Jewish regulations 
occasions Luke's account of both the Presentation of the 
Lord and the Purification of Mary. These days the 
liturgical emphasis is more on the Presentation of Jesus. 
Luke highlights the role of Simeon and Anna, two 
righteous Jews who recognized Jesus as the long-
awaited Messiah and praised God for being able to see 
and experience such a marvel in their lifetimes. 
Simeon's prayer concerning the special role of Jesus 
states that Jesus is "a light for revelation to the Gentiles." 
This phrase eventually originated the custom of blessing 
candles on this day which were to be used in the 
ceremonies, rituals, and processions throughout the 
church year. Thus February 2 is also known as 
Candlemas Day. This day is indeed a rich feast to be 
savored. 

GOSPEL MEDITATION 
January 28, 2018 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
"The people were astonished at his teaching, for he 
taught them as one having authority and not as the 
scribes." Those gathered in the synagogue where 
Jesus taught had never heard anything like this before. 
They were used to the preaching of the well-educated 
scribes, but Jesus possessed something that those 
men lacked: authority. Instead of merely interpreting 
the laws of the prophets, Jesus presented a new vision, 
indeed, he shared the good news of the Gospel with his 
listeners. 
We do not have the opportunity to stand in the 
presence of Jesus in the same way that those first-
century Jews did, but nonetheless we can also stand in 
awe of his authority. His teachings are available to us 
through the sacred Scriptures that the Church has 
preserved and through the sacred tradition that the 
Church carries on. And in a special way, Christ's 
authority continues to inspire and guide us through the 
ministries of the papacy, episcopacy, and priesthood 
that Jesus established on our behalf while he was yet 
on earth. 
As Catholics, we have a special share in the 
astonishing authority of Jesus through the hierarchy of 
the Church. Although this structure is often 
misunderstood or misinterpreted, it is actually an 
authority rooted in service and modeled after Christ 
who told his apostles, "The greatest among you must 
be your servant" (Mt 23:11). 
This humble exercise of authority is contrary to the 
worldly search for power. And whenever we find 
ourselves in a position of authority, we too should strive 
to lead and direct others in the true spirit of Christian 
love and service. Chances are, if we truly imitate Christ 
in this way, people will be astonished at what they see. 
 
 
LIVE THE LITURGY  
Jesus had a way of amazing the crowds. There was 
something very different about not only what he taught 
but how he taught it. He brought an authority to what he 
said that gave it a credibility that was not experienced 
elsewhere. His words were not only prophetic but rang 
true to the experience of the people, especially those 
who were poor, marginalized, victimized, lost, or 
forgotten. Do Jesus' words ring true to you? The 
Gospel message transcends time and space and has a 
profound relevancy in every generation. Jesus is still 
trying to point us toward our truth and have us see and 
accept who we are in God. Are you ready to hear this? 
We are asked to bring credibility to this same Gospel 
message by how we live our lives. 
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Birthdays 

Ben Turzinski 1/28 
Don Lorbiecki 1/28 
Natalie Yeska 1/28 
Debra Green 1/29 
Joylynn Wierzba 1/29 
Devon Miner 1/29 

 
 
 
 

Carol Coon 1/30 
Barbara Molski 1/30 
Emmy Konczak 2/1 
Cassandra Bunk 2/1 
Richard Perzinski 2/2 
Amy Kiefer 2/2 

 
Anniversaries 

 
 

Andrew & Nicole Poeschel 1/30 
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We welcome you to our parish family. If you wish 
to join our parish, you may register by calling 
the parish office. 
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Arrangements must be made at least six months in 
advance. Please call the parish office for an 
appointment. 
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Please call the parish office prior to the birth 
of your child. 
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Please call the parish office at 824-3380. 

����������������

Please submit Mass Intentions to the parish office or 
call 715.824.3380. 
 

Please call the parish office before coming in to the 
church. Office hours will vary, and we would hate for 
you to come and no one be here. 
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Tues, Wed & Thurs: 9am-1pm 
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Servers: Laura & Kaleb Krupka 
Reader: Judy Snow 
Usher Captain: Alan Bauer 
Eucharistic Ministers:  
Judy S., Betty O., Betty G., Diane Z. 
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Servers: Matt S., Austin Z., Gabriel H. 
Reader: Pat Blaskowski 
Usher Captain: Scott Peterson 
Eucharistic Ministers: 
Amy B., Helen B., Peggy R., Doreen K. 
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Servers: Kayla C., Alex M., Jason M. 
Reader: Nila Peskie 
Usher Captain: Dan Cullen 
Eucharistic Ministers: 
Nila P., Mel D., Dan M., Sharon C. 
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Adult Envelopes                                                      .00   
Offertory:                                                                 .00                 
Maintenance & Repairs:                                       0.00 
Building project                  00.00 
Solemnity of Mary                                                   .00 
Vigil Candles                                                           .00 
Totals not available at time of printing 
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 Adults: $10.00 and Children:$4.00 
Menu: ham, mashed potatoes/gravy, baked beans, 
corn, coleslaw, pickles, rolls, cake/pie, milk/coffee. 
Each family is asked to donate the following:  
2 large pies: apple, lemon, pecan, or any berry 
We are known for our homemade pies! 
Also, families with the last names: 
A - M:  1/2 gallon of milk (not skim) 
N - T:  1 stick of salted butter 
U - Z:  One 15 oz. can of whole kernel corn 
           (no creamed or frozen corn) 
Proceeds from the Dinner will go toward the Social 
Hall Building Project! 
We would greatly appreciate your donations for the 
Country Store: breads, rolls, baked goods, canned 
goods, jams, jellies and assorted crafts are needed. 
Questions for this, contact JoAnn Doyle at  
715-340-0725. 
Please watch the bulletin and gathering space for  
updates, news, sign up sheet and posters for  
distribution. Questions? Contact Pat Heidger at 
715.459.4931 or Mary 715.340.7217. 
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We are looking at ways we can better serve the  
homebound in our parish community. If you are  
interested in helping with this ministry, please contact 
the parish office at 715.824.3380.  A big part of this 
ministry is identifying those in need of it. If you know of 
someone who would like to receive the Eucharist in 
their home or would simply enjoy a visit, please  
contact the parish office.  
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The collection for the CCHD is approaching, and the 
generosity of our parishioners helps those working on 
the margins. We need your help to ensure the  
success of the collection! With your gift, you help  
community organizations change existing structures of 
poverty and build an economy based on justice and 
the dignity of the human person. CCHD giving  
envelopes can be found on the back table in the  
gathering space. Envelopes can be placed in the  
offertory baskets during Mass. Thank you again for 
your generosity! 
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The Parish Council of Catholic 
Women (PCCW) will be sponsoring 
a craft night on Thursday, February 

1, beginning at 7:00 p.m. in the 
church gathering space. Please 
mark your calendar for this fun 
event, open to anyone age eight 

and above!  Take a look at the samples in the  
gathering space and see the bulletin insert for 
more details. Contact Betty at (703) 509-5180 for 
more information. Complimentary refreshments will be 
served. What a great way to make a homemade  
gift for yourself or your valentine!  
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Friday, February 9th, 2018 
Lettie W. Jensen Center, Amherst, WI 
6:00pm Arrival/Social Time 
6:30pm Dinner Followed by Music—Genesee Depot 
Please RSVP by January 31st 
Invitations have gone out, and we have tried to reach 
everyone who helps out here at St. Max’s. If you have 
volunteered or worked here at Max’s and have not  
received your invitation by mail, please contact the 
parish office right away. We don't want to miss  
anyone!! 715.824.3380 
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The 2pm walk will start at the front of the County 
Courthouse and finish in the 2nd Floor Laird Room at 
the Dreyfus Center at UWSP. There will be a Pro-Life 
speaker at 3:30pm. Refreshments will be served. 
 

That Man is You!  

Men’s Program 

Tuesdays 6:00AM – 7:30AM 
Sacred Heart-Polonia                                                   
"That Man Is You" men’s group continues in the Stevens 

Point Deanery starting Tuesday, January 16th.  This year is 

entitled “The Unveiling of Love”, in which you will  

discover the unique Catholic vision of love and marriage, 

which is so profound that is spans from the Paradise in Eden 

through Christ’s sacrifice on Calvary to the Marriage Feast 

of the Lamb in heaven.  This Spring Semester includes a 

Lenten journey which is usually the highlight of the year.  

As usual, the meetings will be held every Tuesday, starting 
with breakfast at 6:00 am, followed by a video presentation 

and small group discussion, ending at 7:30 am.  Meetings 

will be held at Sacred Heart Church in Polonia, just east of 

Stevens Point.  All men are welcome! 
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     9:00 a.m. Choir Practice 
���������6:15 p.m.-6:45 p.m. Confessions 
      7:00 p.m. MASS: Birthday Blessings for  
                      Brock & Grace Sturzl by the family  
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      7:45 a.m.-8:15 a.m. Confessions 
      8:30 a.m. MASS:+Ben Turzinski, Sr. 
                       By Chuck & Betty Oswald 
     10:00 a.m. MASS: For the People of St. Max’s  
       6:30 p.m. Adoration  
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    NO MASS 
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     5:00 p.m.  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
     6:00 p.m. Communion Service 
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    8:00 a.m. Communion Service 
    6:00 p.m. CCD Classes 
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    8:00 a.m. Communion Service 
    *Parish Breakfast Club Meets at Area Restaurant 
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    8:00 a.m.  Communion Service 
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     9:00 a.m. Choir Practice 
���������6:15 p.m.-6:45 p.m. Confessions 
      7:00 p.m. MASS:+John Guth 
                       By the Tom Guth Family 
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      7:45 a.m.-8:15 a.m. Confessions 
      8:30 a.m. MASS: For the Health of Ron Buckholt 
                      By Chuck & Betty Oswald 
     10:00 a.m. MASS: For the People of St. Max’s  
       6:30 p.m. Adoration  
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