
Readings for the Week of February 4, 2018 
Sunday: Jb 7:1-4, 6-7/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [cf. 3a]/1 Cor 
9:16-19, 22-23/Mk 1:29-39 
Mon: 1 Kgs 8:1-7, 9-13/Ps 132:6-7, 8-10 [8a]/Mk 6:53-56 
Tuesday: 1 Kgs 8:22-23, 27-30/Ps 84:3, 4, 5 and 10, 11 [2]/
Mk 7:1-13 
Wednesday: 1 Kgs 10:1-10/Ps 37:5-6, 30-31, 39-40 [30a]/
Mk 7:14-23 
Thursday: 1 Kgs 11:4-13/Ps 106:3-4, 35-36, 37 and 40 [4a]/
Mk 7:24-30 
Friday: 1 Kgs 11:29-32; 12:19/Ps 81:10-11ab, 12-13, 14-15 
[11a and 9a]/Mk 7:31-37 
Saturday: 1 Kgs 12:26-32; 13:33-34/Ps 106:6-7ab, 19-20, 
21-22 [4a]/Mk 8:1-10 
Next Sunday: Lv 13:1-2, 44-46/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 11 [7]/1 Cor 
10:31--11:1/Mk 1:40-45 

Website: 
www.stmaxkolbe.org 
 

Bulletin Submission: 

bulletin@stmaxkolbe.org 
 
Father Peter Manickam, Pastor 
mpmgm60@gmail.com 
 

Parish Office: (715) 824-3380 

Parish Secretary  —  Angie Sturzl 715-824-3380 

                   angie@stmaxkolbe.org 
Financial Secretary — Doreen Krusick 715-824-3380 
 
Liturgical  Ministry –Sharon Christensen 715-281-7784 
 

Pastoral Council — JoAnn Doyle 715-824-2011 
       Scott Hintz 715-572-7420 
 
Finance Council — Pam Zinda 715-366-2185 
                                 Dennis Fay 715-824-5075 
 

Building & Grounds Committee —  
      Leo Gonnering 571-243-0250 
 
Parish Council of Catholic Women —  
      Sherry Fay 920-636-5010 
 
Pro-Life Committee — Cindy Gresl 920-566-2305 
 
Elizabeth Ministry — Jennifer Hendrix 715-344-3099 
 
Family Life Committee — Tasha Shurpit 
 
Prayer Chain — Helen Buckholt 920-622-4461 
              Judy Scholler 920-765-0419 
Sacred Steps Program — Jane Bauer 715-258-9563 
 
SCRIP — Terri Hoerter 715-340-9816 
 
Social Media-Betty Gonnering 703- 509-5180  
 

Knights of Columbus —Bob Elwood 715-310-4374  
 

Meditation Garden — Peggy Root 715-498-1597 
 

Religious Education (CCD) — Kim Auer 715-252-8745 
 

Confirmation Program — Jeremiah Auer 715-281-9825 
Guardian Angels Cemetery — Ken Trzebiatowski 
            715-498-6066 
Hope Cemetery (Heffron) — Sharon Lorenz 
        715-366-4557 
St. Martin Cemetery — Tom Guth 366-4104 
St. Patrick Cemetery — Helen Helbach 715-824-5880 
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A Catholic Church in Rural Southeastern Portage County, WI 
 

8611 State Highway 54   •   Almond, WI  54909 

Go and do likewise... Luke 10:37 



Church is sacramental. God's grace is mediated through 
word and gesture (the outward signs). This comes to us 
through Jesus (instituted by Christ) as he entrusts to the 
Church his saving mission (to give grace). In turn, the 
Church shares that grace and mission with us. 
 We especially use holy water during Easter when the 
priest sprinkles the people. It serves to remind us that we 
are indeed on a journey of faith that makes us one with 
Christ. Blessing ourselves not only reminds us that we are 
baptized into a community of faith, but also helps us 
renew our own baptismal promises to reject sin and to 
believe in God. It is the heart of Christian belief to turn 
from sin and toward God. Holy water and baptism make it 
a visible sign for all of us to follow. 

GOSPEL MEDITATION 
For most of us, the dynamic between prayer and action 
is imperfect. Breakfast needs to be made and the kids 
dressed. Work demands our energy and additional 
responsibilities fill our evenings and weekends. Then 
there's the football game or a new TV series to stream. 
After all, don't we need to relax? 
We're all busy. But just imagine Jesus' situation in 
today's Gospel. He heals Peter's mother-in-law, drives 
out demons, and cures diseases late into the night. 
With very little sleep, he arises before dawn to capture 
some peace and quiet, only to find "those who were 
with him pursued him." How often do we feel pursued 
by the harried commitments, even when we try to seek 
rest? Perhaps we can learn something from the 
response of Jesus. 
Jesus models two key things: the essential nature of 
prayer and the essential call of vocation. "He went off to 
a deserted place, where he prayed." Despite inevitable 
exhaustion, Jesus prioritizes time with the Father. We 
might not have easy access to deserts and 
mountaintops, but today's Gospel challenges us to take 
intentional time set apart for God. We can designate a 
"prayer chair" in a corner of our home or leave a little 
earlier to pick our children up from school so we can 
snatch time in a nearby chapel. We can pray the rosary 
on our commute or take the dog for a long walk in 
silence. 
However, when the Apostles arrive, Jesus doesn't 
linger overlong in the deserted place or make an 
excuse for why he can't return with his friends. Jesus is 
true to his calling. He continues on in his state of life, 
serving the people nearest to him. Like Jesus, we are 
invited to set intentional time for communion with God 
so that we can be refreshed and empowered for our 
communion with others. 
LIVE THE LITURGY  
When we suffer, we can easily find ourselves thinking 
that we have been abandoned by God or have done 
something to displease him and are now paying the 
price. Suffering is not God's fault. The reality of 
suffering and death is much more complicated than this 
and even somewhat mysterious. When Jesus preached 
the Gospel, it was made clear that suffering has 
meaning and always brings with it new life. It requires 
faith in order to understand this mystery. The Gospel 
brings us new life both here and in the life to come. 
This is truly Good News! When this Good News is 
understood by the believer it stirs within us a passion to 
urgently preach this healing and life giving message to 
others. 
WHY DO WE DO THAT? - CATHOLIC LIFE 
EXPLAINED 
Question: What is holy water and how do I explain the 
reason that it is placed at the entrances of churches to 
my non-Catholic friends? 
 Answer: Holy water is a sacramental; a reminder of the 
life of the Church expressed and celebrated through 
the sacraments. By blessing ourselves with holy water 
as we enter the church, we are reminded of our own 
baptism and our call to conversion. Remember, the  
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Birthdays 

Diane Yeska 2/4 
Jamie Gumney 2/4 
Joan Baumann 2/5 
Elijah Kollock 2/7 
Karen Bloedorn 2/8 

 

David Hintz 2/9 
Hillary Trebiatowski 2/9 
Andrew Helbach 2/9 
Gavin Sneller 2/10 
Ethan Sneller 2/10 

Anniversaries 
Chris & Janelle Bentley 2/8 

The Lord God is our Great 
Scoutmaster who provides 
all our needs. 
 

He lets us camp in forests 
tall and meadows green. 
 

He leads us on trails  
besides waters deep and 
still, brooks balling, 
streams rushing and rivers raging. 
 

He stores our bodies, mind and souls, even as we observe 
the eagle soaring to greater heights above. 
 

He encourages the Eagle Scout in his upward climb. 
 

He teaches Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts to live 
the Scout Oath and Law. 
 

Even though the trails may lead through dark valleys with 
towering mountains, we are courageous because He leads 
us onward. 
 

He continually blesses us with food for mind and body. 
 

Even when our enemies dislike or distrust us, He blesses 
us with the gifts of love and forgiveness. 
 

Surely, His goodness and mercy will sustain us all the days 
of our lives. 
 

And, when we climb the final trail through the awesome 
pass that’s leads to the Great Council fire, we shall join 
those who traveled the trail before us and joyfully live with 
Him forever! ——-Submitted by  Jeremiah  Auer 
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We welcome you to our parish family. If you wish 
to join our parish, you may register by calling 
the parish office. 
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Arrangements must be made at least six months in 
advance. Please call the parish office for an 
appointment. 
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Please call the parish office prior to the birth 
of your child. 
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Please call the parish office at 824-3380. 
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Please submit Mass Intentions to the parish office or 
call 715.824.3380. 
 

Please call the parish office before coming in to the 
church. Office hours will vary, and we would hate for 
you to come and no one be here. 
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Tues, Wed & Thurs: 9am-1pm 
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Servers: Laura & Kaleb Krupka 
Reader: Sharon K. 
Usher Captain: Diane Z. 
Eucharistic Ministers:  
Sharon K., Alan B., Jane B., Mary S. 
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Servers: Max T., Austin Z., Matt S. 
Reader: Sharon L. 
Usher Captain: Scott P. 
Eucharistic Ministers: 
Sharon L., JoAnn D., Mindy K., Helen B. 
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Servers: Jeremiah, Grace, Anna A., Harlee K. 
Reader: Bob Y. 
Usher Captain: Pat P. 
Eucharistic Ministers: 
Bob Y., Melanie C., Eric Z., Sharon C. 
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Adult Envelopes                                              2358.00  
Offertory:                                                           150.00                 
Maintenance & Repairs:                                    215.00 
Building project                132.00 
Vigil Candles                                                       82.00 
 

Total:              2,937.00 
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 Adults: $10.00 and Children:$4.00 
Menu: ham, mashed potatoes/gravy, baked beans, 
corn, coleslaw, pickles, rolls, cake/pie, milk/coffee. 
Each family is asked to donate the following:  
2 large pies: apple, lemon, pecan, or any berry 
We are known for our homemade pies! 
Also, families with the last names: 
A - M:  1/2 gallon of milk (not skim) 
N - T:  1 stick of salted butter 
U - Z:  One 15 oz. can of whole kernel corn 
           (no creamed or frozen corn) 
Proceeds from the Dinner will go toward the Social 
Hall Building Project! 
We would greatly appreciate your donations for the 
Country Store: breads, rolls, baked goods, canned 
goods, jams, jellies and assorted crafts are needed. 
Questions for this, contact JoAnn Doyle at  
715-340-0725. 
Please watch the bulletin and gathering space for  
updates, news, sign up sheet and posters for  
distribution. Questions? Contact Pat Heidger at 
715.459.4931 or Mary 715.340.7217. 
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The new Liturgical Ministry schedule will be out soon.  
Please email Sharon C. with any dates of schedule 
conflicts as soon as possible. We are especially in 
need of Eucharistic Ministers for the 10am Mass. 
Thank you for all that you do! 
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A volunteer is needed to  
coordinate the care of the  
Meditation Garden. The  
current coordinator will  
provide training & information 
and will assist for 2018. If you 
have questions or are  
interested, please contact 
Peggy Root at 715-498-1597. 
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Friday, February 9th, 2018 
Lettie W. Jensen Center, Amherst, WI 
6:00pm Arrival/Social Time 
6:30pm Dinner Followed by Music—Genesee Depot 
Please RSVP!! 
Invitations have gone out, and we have tried to reach 
everyone who helps out here at St. Max’s. If you have 
volunteered or worked here at Max’s and have not  
received your invitation by mail, please contact the 
parish office right away. We don't want to miss  
anyone!! 715.824.3380 
 
 

That Man is You!  

Men’s Program 

Tuesdays 6:00AM – 7:30AM 
Sacred Heart-Polonia                                                   
"That Man Is You" men’s group continues in the Stevens 

Point Deanery starting Tuesday, January 16th.  This year is 

entitled “The Unveiling of Love”, in which you will  

discover the unique Catholic vision of love and marriage, 

which is so profound that is spans from the Paradise in Eden 

through Christ’s sacrifice on Calvary to the Marriage Feast 

of the Lamb in heaven.  This Spring Semester includes a 

Lenten journey which is usually the highlight of the year.  

As usual, the meetings will be held every Tuesday, starting 
with breakfast at 6:00 am, followed by a video presentation 

and small group discussion, ending at 7:30 am.  Meetings 

will be held at Sacred Heart Church in Polonia, just east of 

Stevens Point.  All men are welcome! 

 
Do something special this Lent.  From February 14 
through March 25, you’re invited to join others for 40 
Days for Life.  It is a world-wide initiative for 40 days of 
prayer and fasting for an end to abortion.  See  
40daysforlife.com for its website.  You’re also invited to 
support our local 40-day vigil in the public right-of-way 
at 200 Division St. Stevens Point.  You may have  
noticed this vigil in past years with volunteers praying, 
walking and carrying poster signs to help spread the 
word about this important community outreach. 
There will be a kick-off rally with speaker & potluck 
(main dish provided) from 6:00 to 8:00pm on  
Tuesday, February 13th at Saint Bronislava.  If you’d 
like more information – and especially if you’d like to 
volunteer to help, please contact:  Jim Havlovick at 
715-544-0447 home or 715-570-4619 cell or Gary 
Oudenhoven at 715-321-2283 cell.  Instructions on 
how to sign up for vigil hours will follow.  
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     9:00 a.m. Choir Practice 
���������6:15 p.m.-6:45 p.m. Confessions 
      7:00 p.m. MASS:+John Guth 
                       By the Tom Guth Family 
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      7:45 a.m.-8:15 a.m. Confessions 
      8:30 a.m. MASS: For the Health of Ron Buckholt 
                      By Chuck & Betty Oswald 
     10:00 a.m. MASS: For the People of St. Max’s  
       6:30 p.m. Adoration  
�
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    NO MASS 
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     5:00 p.m.  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
     6:00 p.m. Communion Service 
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    8:00 a.m. Communion Service 
    6:00 p.m. CCD Classes 
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    8:00 a.m. Communion Service 
    *Parish Breakfast Club Meets at Area Restaurant 
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    8:00 a.m.  Communion Service 
     6:00 p.m. Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 
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     9:00 a.m. Choir Practice 
���������6:15 p.m.-6:45 p.m. Confessions 
      7:00 p.m. MASS:+Joseph Stuczynski, Sr. 
                      By the grandchildren 
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      7:45 a.m.-8:15 a.m. Confessions 
      8:30 a.m. MASS: For the People of St. Max’s  
     10:00 a.m. MASS: +Peter Gonnering 
                       By the Gonnering Family 
       6:30 p.m. Adoration  
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everyone who helps out here at St. Max’s. If you have 
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Lenten journey which is usually the highlight of the year.  
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with breakfast at 6:00 am, followed by a video presentation 

and small group discussion, ending at 7:30 am.  Meetings 
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support our local 40-day vigil in the public right-of-way 
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noticed this vigil in past years with volunteers praying, 
walking and carrying poster signs to help spread the 
word about this important community outreach. 
There will be a kick-off rally with speaker & potluck 
(main dish provided) from 6:00 to 8:00pm on  
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like more information – and especially if you’d like to 
volunteer to help, please contact:  Jim Havlovick at 
715-544-0447 home or 715-570-4619 cell or Gary 
Oudenhoven at 715-321-2283 cell.  Instructions on 
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     5:00 p.m.  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
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