
Readings for the Week of February 11, 2018 
Sunday: Lv 13:1-2, 44-46/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 11 [7]/1 Cor 10:31--
11:1/Mk 1:40-45 
Monday: Jas 1:1-11/Ps 119:67, 68, 71, 72, 75, 76 [77a]/Mk 
8:11-13 
Tuesday: Jas 1:12-18/Ps 94:12-13a, 14-15, 18-19 [12a]/Mk 
8:14-21 
Wednesday: Jl 2:12-18/2 Cor 5:20--6:2/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 12
-13, 14 and 17 [cf. 3a]/Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 
Thursday: Dt 30:15-20/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [40:5a]/Lk 9:22-
25 
Friday: Is 58:1-9a/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 18-19 [19b]/Mt 9:14-15 
Saturday: Is 58:9b-14/Ps 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [11ab]/Lk 5:27-32 
Next Sunday: Gn 9:8-15/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [cf. 10]/1 Pt 
3:18-22/Mk 1:12-15 
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www.stmaxkolbe.org 
 

Bulletin Submission: 

bulletin@stmaxkolbe.org 
 
Father Peter Manickam, Pastor 
mpmgm60@gmail.com 
 

Parish Office: (715) 824-3380 

Parish Secretary  —  Angie Sturzl 715-824-3380 

                   angie@stmaxkolbe.org 
Financial Secretary — Doreen Krusick 715-824-3380 
 
Liturgical  Ministry –Sharon Christensen 715-281-7784 
 

Pastoral Council — JoAnn Doyle 715-824-2011 
       Scott Hintz 715-572-7420 
 
Finance Council — Pam Zinda 715-366-2185 
                                 Dennis Fay 715-824-5075 
 

Building & Grounds Committee —  
      Leo Gonnering 571-243-0250 
 
Parish Council of Catholic Women —  
      Sherry Fay 920-636-5010 
 
Pro-Life Committee — Cindy Gresl 920-566-2305 
 
Elizabeth Ministry — Jennifer Hendrix 715-344-3099 
 
Family Life Committee — Tasha Shurpit 
 
Prayer Chain — Helen Buckholt 920-622-4461 
              Judy Scholler 920-765-0419 
Sacred Steps Program — Jane Bauer 715-258-9563 
 
SCRIP — Terri Hoerter 715-340-9816 
 
Social Media-Betty Gonnering 703- 509-5180  
 

Knights of Columbus —Bob Elwood 715-310-4374  
 

Meditation Garden — Peggy Root 715-498-1597 
 

Religious Education (CCD) — Kim Auer 715-252-8745 
 

Confirmation Program — Jeremiah Auer 715-281-9825 
Guardian Angels Cemetery — Ken Trzebiatowski 
            715-498-6066 
Hope Cemetery (Heffron) — Sharon Lorenz 
        715-366-4557 
St. Martin Cemetery — Tom Guth 366-4104 
St. Patrick Cemetery — Helen Helbach 715-824-5880 
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A Catholic Church in Rural Southeastern Portage County, WI 
 

8611 State Highway 54   •   Almond, WI  54909 

Go and do likewise... Luke 10:37 



 
WHY DO WE DO THAT? - CATHOLIC LIFE 
EXPLAINED 
Question: Carnivale and Mardi Gras celebrations are 
linked to Ash Wednesday, Lent, fast and abstinence. Can 
you tell us more about the connections between these 
events? 
 
Answer: Ash Wednesday is the beginning of the forty 
days known as Lent. Every year, Christians highlight this 
penitential season as a time of self-examination, 
reformation of one's life, and continued development of a 
deeper spiritual life. The recommended practices of 
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving become the focus of 
Lenten activity and ritual. Each of these spiritual practices 
is aimed at personal discipline as well as continued 
concern for the other, especially the poor or alienated. 
 
Forty days is a symbolic biblical period of time, during 
which personal transformation occurs and out of which 
people surface as more spiritual, ready to carry out God's 
mission. Relying on God's providence and care, no matter 
how difficult life becomes, is crucial to Lenten spirituality. 
Fasting was initially stricter, permitting only one simple 
meal a day without meat, fish, or other delicacies. Such 
things were not even allowed in the house. 
 
In order to prepare for this in an age of no refrigeration, 
people gathered to consume whatever was not allowed 
during Lent. This led to parties or celebrations originally 
referred to as Carnivale, literally meaning "goodbye to 
meat," or Mardi Gras, literally meaning "Fat Tuesday." 
The eating and celebrating ended on the Tuesday just 
before Ash Wednesday. Today we focus more on 
moderation in all things, as well as a strong concern the 
poor. What are you doing for the poor this Lent? 

GOSPEL MEDITATION  
We may not like it, but generosity and risk often go 
hand-in-hand. At least, that's what Jesus shows us in 
today's Gospel as a leper approaches him for healing. 
Until the nineteenth century, lepers were shunned to 
the margins of society for fear of spreading the disease. 
To touch a leper was to risk becoming unclean 
yourself. In today's Gospel, Jesus defies convention. 
"Moved with pity, he reached out his hand, [and] 
touched him." The leper is healed! But this is not the 
only risk Jesus takes.  
Before Jesus heals the man, he knows full well the 
desperate nature of his situation. Jesus knows that this 
man will be overjoyed upon being healed and that he 
just might tell everyone he knows. For a Messiah 
looking to temporarily fly under the radar, healing this 
particular leper might not be the best idea. Jesus heals 
anyway.  
It can be easy to become calculated in our giving. If I 
go out of my way to help this person, how will it affect 
my reputation? How will this charitable donation affect 
my budget? How could I possibly make time to 
volunteer regularly? In today's Gospel, Jesus casts 
these concerns aside. He touches the untouchable. He 
reaches the unreachable. For his efforts, he receives a 
betrayal of his request for silence. "The man went away 
and began to publicize the whole matter." Before long 
"it was impossible for Jesus to enter a town openly." 
Jesus is forced to remain "outside in the deserted 
places." It would appear, perhaps, that he is unable to 
accomplish his mission.  
When we take a risk to be generous, things might not 
follow the prescribed path. We might be disappointed. 
We also might be surprised! Our witness to radical 
generosity is attractive to a world in desperate need. 
Indeed, when Jesus took risks for love, "People kept 
coming to him from everywhere." 
 
LIVE THE LITURGY 
We never marginalize or turn our backs on those who 
suffer violence, oppression from unjust systems, 
poverty, illness, or disease. Jesus never turned anyone 
away, but always extended a hand of healing and 
compassion. He would insist on extending God's 
merciful and unconditional love to all, even if it meant 
breaking the Sabbath or civil law. Does the way we 
treat others, especially those who are different than us, 
reflect the freedom, joy, love, and good news of the 
Gospel? 
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Birthdays 

Scott Hintz 2/11 
Joseph Kedrowicz 2/11 
Gabriel Helbach 2/11 
Cathy Noth 2/12 

Shelly Patoka 2/12 
Cade Worzalla 2/12 
Rose Warzynski 2/13 

 
 
 

Marlene Helbach 2/13 
Steven Colombe 2/13 
Jeremy Firkus 2/13 
Randy Yeska 2/16 
Ryan Butzin 2/16 
Travis Firkus 2/17 

Nathaniel Yeska 2/17 

Anniversaries 
Scott & Cheryl Wiczek 2/13 
Zachary & Amy Mykisen 2/13 
Duane & Judy Clark 2/14 

Zachary & Lindsay Harvey 2/14 
Maurice & Barbara Volk 2/16 
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We welcome you to our parish family. If you wish 
to join our parish, you may register by calling 
the parish office. 
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Arrangements must be made at least six months in 
advance. Please call the parish office for an 
appointment. 
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Please call the parish office prior to the birth 
of your child. 
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Please call the parish office at 824-3380. 
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Please submit Mass Intentions to the parish office or 
call 715.824.3380. 
 

Please call the parish office before coming in to the 
church. Office hours will vary, and we would hate for 
you to come and no one be here. 
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Tues, Wed & Thurs: 9am-1pm 
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Servers: Volunteers 
Reader: Sharon K. 
Usher Captain: Mike W. 
Eucharistic Ministers:  
Sharon K., Mike W., Pat H., Carol W. 
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Servers: Gabriel H., Carson Z. 
Reader: Joan B. 
Usher Captain: George C. 
Eucharistic Ministers: 
Joan B., Peggy R., Doreen K., Sharon C. 
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Servers: Garrett S., Brady S., Brock S. 
Reader: Nila P. 
Usher Captain: Steve K. 
Eucharistic Ministers: 
Kathy G., Melanie D., Nila P. 
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Adult Envelopes                                              2137.00  
Offertory:                                                           146.74                 
Maintenance & Repairs:                                      20.00 
Building project                  25.00 
Vigil Candles                                                       00.00 
 

Total:             2, 328.74 
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 Adults: $10.00 and Children:$4.00 
Menu: ham, mashed potatoes/gravy, baked beans, 
corn, coleslaw, pickles, rolls, cake/pie, milk/coffee. 
Each family is asked to donate the following:  
2 large pies: apple, lemon, pecan, or any berry 
We are known for our homemade pies! 
Also, families with the last names: 
A - M:  1/2 gallon of milk (not skim) 
N - T:  1 stick of salted butter 
U - Z:  One 15 oz. can of whole kernel corn 
           (no creamed or frozen corn) 
Proceeds from the Dinner will go toward the Social 
Hall Building Project! 
We would greatly appreciate your donations for the 
Country Store: breads, rolls, baked goods, canned 
goods, jams, jellies and assorted crafts are needed. 
Questions for this, contact JoAnn Doyle at  
715-340-0725. 
Please watch the bulletin and gathering space for  
updates, news, sign up sheet and posters for  
distribution. Questions? Contact Pat Heidger at 
715.459.4931 or Mary 715.340.7217. 
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A volunteer is needed to  
coordinate the care of the  
Meditation Garden. The  
current coordinator will  
provide training & information 
and will assist for 2018. If you 
have questions or are  
interested, please contact 
Peggy Root at 715-498-1597. 
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There is a parish survey available to all members of 
St. Maximilian Kolbe parish pertaining to the parish 
social hall building project. 
Please pick one up, fill it out and return to the parish 
office, suggestion box in the gathering space or to a 
member of the Parish Steering Committee by  
February 25, 2018. 
Any questions or comments can be directed to 
Jeremiah Auer. Thank you for your participation. 
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That Man is You!  

Men’s Program 

Tuesdays 6:00AM – 7:30AM 
Sacred Heart-Polonia                                                   
"That Man Is You" men’s group continues in the Stevens 

Point Deanery starting Tuesday, January 16th.  This year is 

entitled “The Unveiling of Love”, in which you will  

discover the unique Catholic vision of love and marriage, 

which is so profound that is spans from the Paradise in Eden 

through Christ’s sacrifice on Calvary to the Marriage Feast 

of the Lamb in heaven.  This Spring Semester includes a 

Lenten journey which is usually the highlight of the year.  

As usual, the meetings will be held every Tuesday, starting 

with breakfast at 6:00 am, followed by a video presentation 

and small group discussion, ending at 7:30 am.  Meetings 

will be held at Sacred Heart Church in Polonia, just east of 

Stevens Point.  All men are welcome! 

 
 
 
 
 

Do something special this Lent.  From February 14 
through March 25, you’re invited to join others for 40 
Days for Life.  It is a world-wide initiative for 40 days of 
prayer and fasting for an end to abortion.  See  
40daysforlife.com for its website.  You’re also invited to 
support our local 40-day vigil in the public right-of-way 
at 200 Division St. Stevens Point.  You may have  
noticed this vigil in past years with volunteers praying, 
walking and carrying poster signs to help spread the 
word about this important community outreach. 
There will be a kick-off rally with speaker & potluck 
(main dish provided) from 6:00 to 8:00pm on  
Tuesday, February 13th at Saint Bronislava.  If you’d 
like more information – and especially if you’d like to 
volunteer to help, please contact:  Jim Havlovick at 
715-544-0447 home or 715-570-4619 cell or Gary 
Oudenhoven at 715-321-2283 cell.  Instructions on 
how to sign up for vigil hours will follow.  

�����������1������"1�����

��������������� ���������

���"���#��$�%�"����&)���������������,�����1���������

     9:00 a.m. Choir Practice 
���������6:15 p.m.-6:45 p.m. Confessions 
      7:00 p.m. MASS:+Joseph Stuczynski, Sr. 
                      By the grandchildren 
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      7:45 a.m.-8:15 a.m. Confessions 
      8:30 a.m.  MASS: For the People of St. Max’s  
     10:00 a.m. MASS: +Peter Gonnering 
                       By the Gonnering Family 
       6:30 p.m. Adoration  
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    NO MASS         
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     5:00 p.m.  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
     6:00 p.m.  MASS:+Irene C. Lella 
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    8:00 a.m. MASS:+Tony Churas 
                     By Friends & Family 
    6:00 p.m. MASS: For the People of St. Max’s  
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    8:00 a.m. MASS:+Julian Wierzba 
                    By John & Jean Pumper  
    *Parish Breakfast Club Meets at Area Restaurant 
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    8:00 a.m. MASS:+Mary Ebersdorfer 
                    By Jack & JoAnn Doyle 
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     9:00 a.m. Choir Practice 
���������6:15 p.m.-6:45 p.m. Confessions 
      7:00 p.m. MASS:+Jeanette Patoka 
                      By Bob & Germaine Wysocki 

�"���#��$�%�"����&*����$������"�������5����

      7:45 a.m.-8:15 a.m. Confessions 
      8:30 a.m. MASS: For the Health of Richard Yeska 
                      By the Yeska Family 
     10:00 a.m. MASS: For the People of St. Max’s  
       6:30 p.m. Adoration  

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are obligatory 
days of fasting and abstinence for Catholics. In 
addition, Fridays during Lent are obligatory days 
of abstinence. 
For members of the Latin Catholic Church, the 
norms on fasting are obligatory from age 18 until 
age 59. When fasting, a person is permitted to 
eat one full meal, as well as two smaller meals 
that together are not equal to a full meal. The 
norms concerning abstinence from meat are 
binding upon members of the Latin Catholic 
Church from age 14 onwards. 

Lenten Reminder for Fasting/Abstinence 
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That Man is You!  

Men’s Program 

Tuesdays 6:00AM – 7:30AM 
Sacred Heart-Polonia                                                   
"That Man Is You" men’s group continues in the Stevens 

Point Deanery starting Tuesday, January 16th.  This year is 

entitled “The Unveiling of Love”, in which you will  

discover the unique Catholic vision of love and marriage, 

which is so profound that is spans from the Paradise in Eden 

through Christ’s sacrifice on Calvary to the Marriage Feast 

of the Lamb in heaven.  This Spring Semester includes a 

Lenten journey which is usually the highlight of the year.  

As usual, the meetings will be held every Tuesday, starting 

with breakfast at 6:00 am, followed by a video presentation 

and small group discussion, ending at 7:30 am.  Meetings 

will be held at Sacred Heart Church in Polonia, just east of 

Stevens Point.  All men are welcome! 

 
 
 
 
 

Do something special this Lent.  From February 14 
through March 25, you’re invited to join others for 40 
Days for Life.  It is a world-wide initiative for 40 days of 
prayer and fasting for an end to abortion.  See  
40daysforlife.com for its website.  You’re also invited to 
support our local 40-day vigil in the public right-of-way 
at 200 Division St. Stevens Point.  You may have  
noticed this vigil in past years with volunteers praying, 
walking and carrying poster signs to help spread the 
word about this important community outreach. 
There will be a kick-off rally with speaker & potluck 
(main dish provided) from 6:00 to 8:00pm on  
Tuesday, February 13th at Saint Bronislava.  If you’d 
like more information – and especially if you’d like to 
volunteer to help, please contact:  Jim Havlovick at 
715-544-0447 home or 715-570-4619 cell or Gary 
Oudenhoven at 715-321-2283 cell.  Instructions on 
how to sign up for vigil hours will follow.  
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     9:00 a.m. Choir Practice 
���������6:15 p.m.-6:45 p.m. Confessions 
      7:00 p.m. MASS:+Joseph Stuczynski, Sr. 
                      By the grandchildren 
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      7:45 a.m.-8:15 a.m. Confessions 
      8:30 a.m.  MASS: For the People of St. Max’s  
     10:00 a.m. MASS: +Peter Gonnering 
                       By the Gonnering Family 
       6:30 p.m. Adoration  
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    NO MASS         
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     5:00 p.m.  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
     6:00 p.m.  MASS:+Irene C. Lella 
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    8:00 a.m. MASS:+Tony Churas 
                     By Friends & Family 
    6:00 p.m. MASS: For the People of St. Max’s  
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    8:00 a.m. MASS:+Julian Wierzba 
                    By John & Jean Pumper  
    *Parish Breakfast Club Meets at Area Restaurant 
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    8:00 a.m. MASS:+Mary Ebersdorfer 
                    By Jack & JoAnn Doyle 
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     9:00 a.m. Choir Practice 
���������6:15 p.m.-6:45 p.m. Confessions 
      7:00 p.m. MASS:+Jeanette Patoka 
                      By Bob & Germaine Wysocki 
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      7:45 a.m.-8:15 a.m. Confessions 
      8:30 a.m. MASS: For the Health of Richard Yeska 
                      By the Yeska Family 
     10:00 a.m. MASS: For the People of St. Max’s  
       6:30 p.m. Adoration  

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are obligatory 
days of fasting and abstinence for Catholics. In 
addition, Fridays during Lent are obligatory days 
of abstinence. 
For members of the Latin Catholic Church, the 
norms on fasting are obligatory from age 18 until 
age 59. When fasting, a person is permitted to 
eat one full meal, as well as two smaller meals 
that together are not equal to a full meal. The 
norms concerning abstinence from meat are 
binding upon members of the Latin Catholic 
Church from age 14 onwards. 

Lenten Reminder for Fasting/Abstinence 




