
AUGUST 14,  2022   THE 20TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME•

Queen of Heaven Pray for Us



MONDAY . August 15
(Office Closed) 
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 8am (Not a Holy 
Day of Obligation) 
TUESDAY . August 16
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 5:30pm
WEDNESDAY . August 17
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 8am
CONFESSION
• 8:30-9am
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
• O’Neill Center . 6-8pm
THURSDAY . August 18
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 8am
FELLOWSHIP WITH 
FATHER
• O’Neill Center . 8:30am
FRIDAY . August 19
 DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 8am 
SATURDAY . August 20
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 8am
CONFESSION
• 8:30-9am and 3:30- 
4:15pm
WEEKEND MASS
• 4:30pm Mass . 
SUNDAY. August 21
WEEKEND MASS
• Church . 8am
    . 10am
MONDAY . August 22
WORD AND COMMUNION
• Chapel . 8am 
TUESDAY . August 23
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 5:30pm
WEDNESDAY . August 24
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 8am
CONFESSION
• 8:30-9am
THURSDAY . August 25
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 8am
FELLOWSHIP WITH 
FATHER
• O’Neill Center . 8:30am
FRIDAY . August 26

Dear Parishioners,
August 15th is the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
While this is usually a Holy Day of Obligation, this year it 
is not as it falls on a Monday. However, it is an important 
celebration, so the Holy Mass will be celebrated at 8:00 
a.m. in our chapel.

On November 1, 1950, Pope Pius XII defined the Assumption of Mary to 
be a dogma of faith: “We pronounce, declare and define it to be a divinely 
revealed dogma that the immaculate Mother of God, the ever Virgin 
Mary, having completed the course of her earthly life, was assumed body 
and soul to heavenly glory.” The pope proclaimed this dogma only after 
broad consultation with bishops, theologians and laity. What the pope 
solemnly declared was already a common belief from the early centuries. 
We find homilies on the Assumption going back to the 6th century. In 
following centuries, the Eastern Churches held steadily to the doctrine, but 
some in the West were hesitant. However, by the 13th century there was 
universal agreement. The feast was celebrated under various names, i.e., 
Commemoration, Dormition, Passing, and Assumption, from at least the 5th 
or 6th century.
Sacred Scripture does not give an account of Mary’s Assumption into 
heaven. However, Mary best embodies the people of the Old Testament and 
the New Testament as she was a Jewish Mother of Jesus, presented him 
in the temple, and is closely associated with all the mysteries of Jesus’ life. 
It just makes sense that the woman who is considered the Ark of the New 
Covenant, whose body bore the Son of God (Theotokos – “God-bearer”), 
who was spared from original sin, and was the first disciple of her son, at the 
time of her death would not know corruption. We believe that as Mary was 
so close to Jesus on earth, she must be with him body and soul in heaven.
30 years ago, while in the Holy Land on pilgrimage, I visited the Church of 
the Dormition that is located on the hill of Mount Zion, the highest point in 
ancient Jerusalem where tradition holds as the place where Mary died – or 
“fell asleep”, as the name suggests. The church is circular in shape and has 
two levels. On the upper level is the main altar and high above the altar is 

a mosaic of Mary and the infant Jesus. The Latin 
inscription below it is from Isaiah 7:14: “Behold, a 
virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call 
him Immanuel.” The lower level is the crypt, under 
a rotunda where there is a bier on which rests a 
life-size statue of Mary, fallen asleep in death. The 
dome above the statue is adorned with mosaic 
pictures of six women of the Old Testament: Eve, 
Miriam, Jael, Judith, Ruth and Esther. Mary, Mother 
of God, pray for us sinners now and at the hour of 
our death. Amen.
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2 WEEKS
P L A N N I N G

PHONE  
815-232-3225 

Father Peter's Portico

 DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 8am 
SATURDAY . August 27
COLBY SMITH RUN
• 7-8:30am
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 8am
CONFESSION
• 8:30-9am and 3:30-
4:15pm
WEEKEND MASS
• 4:30pm Mass.
SUNDAY. August 28
WEEKEND MASS
• Church . 8am 
                  . 10am

Fr. Peter
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STEWARDSHIP

ARE YOU A BOOK READER?
We have many books from the St. Thomas Adoration Chapel that have 

been cleared out.  These books need to find a good home. They are located 
on the main tables in the Youth Room in the Education Wing of St. Thomas.  

If you are interested in acquiring any of these books, please stop by St. 
Thomas Church after the Masses on August 13th-14th.  You may also stop 
by through the week to look at them.  All books are FREE for the taking.  

Any books left over after August 15th will be donated to 
VOICES or another charity.  

If you have any questions, please contact Ellen McGinnis 
at emcginnis@stthomasfreeport.org or 815-235-0840.

You may now register your child for religious education either in 
person or online at our website: 

https://www.stthomasfreeport.org/religious-education-registration. 

Returning confirmation prep students must 
also register and pay online.  Aquin students 

in their second year of 
confirmation must print a 

form, fill it out and return to 
the church office as no fee is 

required. 

Please Note: Our office will be closed August 15th for the Assumption of Mary. 
However, it is Not a Holy Day of Obligation this year.
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ST. THOMAS AQUINAS
1400 Kiwanis Drive  Freeport, IL  61032FAITH FORMATION & STEWARDSHIP

The FACC also needs your generous donations of;
shampoo, conditioner, body wash, and deodorant. Also

cleaning items - paper towels, wipes, laundry detergent, dish 
detergent, spray cleaners, toilet bowl cleaner, floor cleaner, mops, 

brooms/dustpans, and working vacuum cleaners.

For the Month of August, the FACC 
needs donations of Cereal and Oatmeal!

4 Mile Run/WalkIn-Person Colby Run Day
Freeport, Illinois
Saturday, August 27, 2022 at 8AM

On Your Own  Colby Virtual Run Week
August 20-27, 2022

Register Today!       

www.colbysmithmemorialrun.com

Scan Here.

The Colby Smith Memorial Run features a point-to-point, 4-mile course from St. Thomas 
Church to the Aquin football �eld. There is also a virtual option for runners who can’t join us 
on August 27th. Proceeds from the race bene�t the Colby Smith Memorial Scholarship Fund 
which provides scholarships for students to attend Aquin Catholic School. You will also �nd a 
“donate now” button on the website. Thank you for your participation and support!

FIRESIDE BUS TRIP
The trip to the Fireside Dinner Theatre 
on November 16th is sold out. I have 

my name in for additional seats as they 
become available.  If you are interested 

in seeing WHITE CHRISTMAS, please put 
your name on our Wait List and you will 
be contacted as soon as we have seats 
available.  To add your name to the Wait 

List or for more information, contact
Mary Koppi at 815-232-4687.

“The St. Thomas Aquinas and St. Wendell 
Knights of Columbus councils gave 200 

rosaries to the 
Madonna Renewal 

Center for the sisters 
to share with their 

clients to foster 
peace through 

prayer.”
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FAITH FORMATIONWEBSITE
www.stthomasfreeport.org

All are invited to join us to learn more about the power of Jesus Christ 
with special guest, Dr. Mark Nimo. You will not want to miss this event. 

Mark will lead us in worship. Afterwards, be refresed in the power 
of prayer ministry, Join your brothers and sistess in Christ and be 

moved by the Holy Spitity in our small town! Stay for fellowship and 
refreshments! Freewill offering will be taken for travel expenses. 

Mark Kwaku Nimo comes from Ghana in West Africa & is married with 
three daughters. He currently serves as Director of Faith Formation at 
St. Moses the Black Parish and Auugustus Tolton Catholic Academy 

in the Archdiocese of Chicago. Through Catholic Charismatic Renewal, 
Mark has ministered in over 45 countries & on all continents. 

Encounter Conversion & Mission

Everyone is Welcome to Join Us!
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PASTOR
  Reverend Peter Snieg, S.T.L.
  815-232-3225

DEACONS
  Kim Hemesath 815-541-6760
  Steve Pospischil 815-233-2422
  

OFFICE MANAGEMENT
  BUSINESS MANAGER
    Karen Sopcic 815-232-3225 
  SECRETARY
    Sandy Roser 815-232-3225  
  PARISH HALL COORDINATOR 
    Norma Langarica 815-232-3225

PARISH COMMISSIONS 
  PASTORAL COUNCIL
Council members can be found on our website at 
https://stthomasfreeport.org/pastoral-council.
    FINANCE COUNCIL
    Jim Brannick 815-275-4682
  PASTORAL CARE MINISTRIES
    Jan Moss 815-232-2259

RELIGIOUS EDUCTION
COORDINATORS OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Sylvia Jazo 815-232-3225  sjazo@stthomasfreeport.org
Ellen McGinnis 815-232-3225 emcginnis@stthomasfreeport.org

  AQUIN CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
    Aquin Administration: 
          Elizabeth Heitkamp 815-235-3154
    School Board Rep: Greg Guilliams 815-291-5839 

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES
  EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF COMMUNION
    Deacon Steve Pospischil 815-233-2422
  USHERS 
    Deacon Steve Pospischil 815-233-2422
  MASS SERVERS
   Contact church office
  MUSIC COORDINATOR
    Jeff DeLay  815-821-3846

GROUPS
  ST. THOMAS KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
    Meetings 2nd Wednesday of each month
    Gary Young 815-232-8935
  EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
    Open during business hours
    Please contact the Office 815-232-3225
  SERVANTS OF MARY
    Shannon Hauser (815)-232-3225 
  PARISH PRAYER TREE
    Please contact the Office 815-232-3225
   THAT MAN IS YOU 

Year 2 “THE VISION OF MAN FULLY ALIVE”
Saturday 6:45 am - 7:55 am 
September 17th through December 17th, 2022
Mike Thompson (815)990-1692

MASS TIMES &
INFORMATION           

AUGUST 15/21, 2022 
Watch Mass LIVE at 
8am on Sunday on
 our Facebook page 

or website!

DAILY MASS SERVICE IS 
HELD IN THE CHAPEL
  MON  8am 
     • Amulu † (Not a holy day of 
Obligation)
  TUE  5:30pm MASS
     • for Mary Lou Stambaugh †
 WED  8am MASS
     • for Bob Hermann †
  THU  8am MASS
     • for The Deceased of the 
Green and Hoffman families †
  FRI  8am MASS
     • for Shirley Nelson †
   SAT  8am MASS
  • for Joe and Irene Boland †

WEEKEND MASSES
  SAT  4:30pm MASS
   • for Intentions of Phil Vittorio
  SUN  8am MASS
   • for John Goley †
  SUN  10am MASS
   • for People of the Parish

OFFICE HOURS 
    MONDAY-THURSDAY 
8am - 12 noon & 1pm - 4pm
    FRIDAY  8am - noon

PARISH REGISTRATION
    Stop by the parish office to 
register. Or, register online at      
    www.stthomasfreeport.org.

 

  BAPTISM
    Call the church office to schedule. 
Preparation classes are required.
  RECONCILIATION
    SAT 8:30-9am & 3:30-4:15pm
    WED  8:30-9am
        or by appointment
  CONFIRMATION
    Held every 2 years for 8th & 9th 
    grade students.
  MARRIAGE
    Please contact church office to 
    make an appointment with 
    Father.
  ANOINTING OF THE SICK
         (formerly, LAST RITES)
    Please contact the church office  
    to arrange an anointing for some-
    one who is seriously ill or pre-
    paring for surgery.  If ill, home
    bound or hospitalized, we can 
    visit upon request.      
   

SACRAMENTSAugust 7th
C O L L E C T I O N S

Envelopes       $4,883.55
Loose Offering                  $686.00
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total             $5,569.55
Online Giving          $3,029.34
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
SundayEnvelopes       
 •  Please drop your envelopes 
in one of the three offertory 
receptacles in the church, in the 
church office or in the mail.
Online Giving
•  Please let us know if you’d 
like to start giving online today!

All Are Welcome
All of our events, meetings and celebra-

tions are open to everyone so please 

mark them on your calendar and join us!  (available in Google Play & The App Store) www.stthomasfreeport.org
Connect with Us!

815-232-3225 

sta@stthomasfreeport.org

August’s Prayer Intention:
Please say one Hail Mary a day for our 

teachers and all who help us learn.

is a faith 
community 
under the 

guidance of the 
Holy Spirit 
dedicated 

to proclaiming 
the Gospel of

 Jesus through 
Word, Sacrament, 

and Service 
both to its 

parishioners and 
the broader 
community

 through 
worship, prayer 

and evangelization.

Online Giving Options
osvonlinegiving/4607

“OUR PARISH TITHE” 
Our Tithe for the next 

several months is being 
sent to the Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul. This is 

a non-profit organization 
that strives to provide 

funding and necessities 
for families living in 
poverty. They have 

successfully provided 
for families in need for 
many proud years, and 
with enough resources 

and generosity, they will 
continue to support those 
in need for years to come.

l

  Thank You 
To Judy and Mike 

Thompson for their 
donation of two 

candelabras for our
sanctuary. Let us 

pray each day for all 
our many wonderful 

benefactors!
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Greg Pope

gpope

Illinois
CatholicMatch.com/goIL
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