
DECEMBER 18,  2022  THE FOURTH  SUNDAY OF ADVENT•



MONDAY . December 19
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 8am 
CONFESSIONS
• 8:30-9am
TUESDAY . December 20
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 5:30pm
WEDNESDAY . December 21
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 8am
TAIZE
• Church . 7-8pm
THURSDAY . December 22
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 8am
FELLOWSHIP WITH FATHER
• O’Neill Center . 8:30am
BIBLE STUDY
• McMillan Room. 7-8-15pm
FRIDAY . December 23
(Office Closed)
 DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 8am 
PRESCHOOL CHRISTMAS 
PROGRAM
• Sanctuary . 5-6pm
PRESCHOOL CHRISTMAS 
RECEPTION
• O’Neill Center . 6-7pm
SATURDAY . December 24
NO 8AM MASS
RECONCILIATION
• 11am
CHRISTMAS EVE MASS
• Church . 4:30pm
SUNDAY. December 25
CHRISTMAS DAY MASS
• Church . 8am Live-streamed
                  . 10am
MONDAY . December 26
(Office Closed)
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 8am
CONFESSIONS
• 8:30-9am 
TUESDAY . December 27
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 5:30pm
PRESCHOOL CHRISTMAS 
PROGRAM
• Sanctuary . 6-7pm
PRESCHOOL CHRISTMAS 
RECEPTION
• O’Neill Center . 7-8pm
WEDNESDAY . December 28
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 8am
WINE MINISTRY GATHERING
• Coffee Bar . 7-9pm
THURSDAY . December 29
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 8am
FELLOWSHIP WITH FATHER
• O’Neill Center . 8:30am

Dear Parishioners,

Last week we celebrated Gaudete Sunday and we lit the rose 
color candle of the Advent wreath. Gaudete is the Latin word 
for “Rejoice”! This is done to have us pause in our busy lives, 
and remind us of the joy that the world experienced at the 

birth of Jesus. This week we light the 4 th purple candle and 
may the joyful expectation of Christ’s coming fill our hearts as we hasten towards 
Christmas morning.
I very much enjoy the Advent season as it helps me reflect on gratitude to God as 
we prepare for Christmas. I am grateful to be here at St. Thomas with all of you for 
a year and a half now, as your pastor. It has been a great joy, in this time, to get 
to know so many people of deep faith, and to journey together as God’s people. 
As a parish family we celebrate life at all stages with faith: we baptize babies, 
witness the love of couples in the Sacrament of Marriage, we confess our sins, 
teach our faith to our young, we bring Holy Communion to those who are ill and 
to the homebound, we uphold each other with prayer in joyful time as well as in 
difficult times such as when we bury the dead, and we provide for those in need 
in our community, and around the world. And all that we do revolves around the 
Eucharist, the Sacrament of Sacraments. We worship our God as we receive Our 
Lord’s body and blood daily and weekly. He nourishes us and gives us strength to 
continue our life journey together, and each of us gives back from what we have 
been given. Parish life is a blessing and a gift.
When we were children there were so many reasons to look forward to Christmas, 
such as school break, the decorations and the gifts. It is still so much fun to see 
the look of excitement on the faces of the young when they receive and open gifts. 
As we get a little older, we know the greatest gift is to gather for Christmas Mass 
and thank God for another year of life, for family and friends, and for sending his 
son Jesus, Emmanuel (God with us), who gives us new life. We all remember the 
Christmas song, “The Little Drummer Boy”. The little boy sings that he has no gift 
to bring the baby Jesus, so he will play his drum for him. What shall we present to 
the Son of God on Christmas morning, on His birthday? The best gift we can give is 
praise to our God and a good heart that cares for others.
I wish all of you and your family members and extended family members Advent 
blessings, a joyous Christmas, and God’s continued love and blessings throughout 
the New Year!

WEB  
www.stthomasfreeport.org

FACEBOOK  
www.facebook.com/Stthomasaquinasfreeport 

EMAIL  
sta@stthomasfreeport.org

2 WEEKS
P L A N N I N G

PHONE  
815-232-3225 

Father Peter's Portico

FRIDAY . December 30
(Office Closed)
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 8am
SATURDAY . December 31
NO 8AM MASS
CONFESSION
• 3:30- 4:15pm
WEEKEND MASS
• 4:30pm Mass 
SUNDAY. January 1
DAILY MASS
• Church . 8am Live-streamed
                  . 10am

Fr. Peter

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



I hope you enjoy this beautiful Christmas
ornament with an etching of the front of our
church building, in honor of the celebration of
our Centennial celebration that came to a
close last year. It is also a small “Thank you”
for your generous Centennial gift that allowed
us to have a new sound system installed and
a new Live Streaming system as well. The
company is just finishing updates in the
chapel and in the O’Neil Center. We can all
hear and see the difference.  As you hang this
ornament on your Christmas tree or display it
in another way, say a prayer for our parish of
St. Thomas that we will continue to be the
light of Christ in Freeport and that prayer and
the Eucharist will not cease for the next 100
years. Ad multos annos! (To many more years).

                          Fr. Peter 
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ST. THOMAS AQUINAS
1400 Kiwanis Drive  Freeport, IL  61032

GET RID OF YOUR OLD 
EYE GLASSES AND 

HELP THOSE IN NEED! 
 If you have glasses that you 

no longer wear, please put 
them in the basket hanging 

on the wall next to the church 
office door and the Freeport 
Lions Club will pick them up 

and see they 
are distributed 

to those in 
need.

IF YOU ARE HOMEBOUND 
AND WOULD LIKE 

COMMUNION BROUGHT TO 
YOUR HOME, please contact 

the church office,
 815-232-3225.

The 28th Annual Great Lakes Catholic Men’s 
Conference is coming next year!

Saturday, November 18, 2023  
Activities begin at 8:50 a.m. and end at 4 p.m. 

Holmes Student Center, Northern Illinois University, DeKalb, IL

Join St Thomas Aquinas men and others from throughout the Rockford Diocese to:  
• Energize and deepen one’s faith
• Gain insight into authentic masculinity and heroic virtue
• Be inspired by others to live courageously for Christ
• Feel a renewed sense of hope and purpose

Enjoy and experience friendship with men, strengthen 
your Catholic faith, learn from fabulous speakers, 

praise God with uplifting live music, Adoration Chapel 
exposition of Blessed Sacrament, visit exhibits and 

purchase religious merchandise, receive Sacrament of 
Reconciliation and worship with Mass. 

Lunch is provided. And there is FREE parking!

Men, Put this Event on Your 2023 Calendar! 

The Madonna Renewal Center Needs Volunteers!

Please consider whether you can share your time during the 
day, week or month, helping to make a differencein the lives 

of women in need. Volunteer positions  as needed:Library 
maintenance, Cuddle Bear Shop, Nutrition Education, Sorting, 
Pick-up & Delivery, Transportation, Child care, physical fitness, 

financial education, conflict communication, painting, repairing, 
gardening, etc...

Please contact Colleen at the number listed below with any 
questions, as well as your capacity to volunteer. God Bless you 

all!

Colleen Fenn 815-275-6378Volunteer Coordinator for Madonna 
Renewal CenterSr. M. Nkiruka OkaforDirector of MRC.
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November 30 - December 21 
(Reconciliation will be available during this hour)

WEBSITE
www.stthomasfreeport.org

FACC homeless 
shelter is in need 

of a part-time 
supervisor.  Please 
contact Amy Korte 

for hiring details. 
 815 233-0435 

Ext. 4

BIBLE STUDY
TOPIC: Advent Study: A Biblical 

Understanding of the Birth of Jesus
WHERE: St. Thomas Aquinas 

Parish, McMillan Room 
(Education Wing)

When: Thursday, Dec, 1; Dec.8; 
Dec.15; Dec.22;

TIME: 7:00 – 8:15pm
WHO: All are Welcome

CLASS PRESENTER: Dan Eberle
QUESTIONS: Email me at 

baseball60171@yahoo.com

This class will explore many 
facets of this popular Gospel. 

We will be covering among 
other topics:

• A biblical approach to the 
birth of Jesus found in the 
Gospels
• Understanding the symbolism 
found in the Nativity account
•  Comparing the different 
accounts of the Birth of Jesus 
found in the Gospels
• Focus on the Nativity account 
found in the gospels of 
Matthew and Luke
• Understanding the traditional 
Christmas Story

We would like to offer everyone again this year the opportunity to 
donate a poinsettia or make a contribution to the General Flower 
Fund for our Christmas decorations in memory of a deceased or 

living loved one. 

Please send $20 to the office by Monday, December 19th, 
and include the name(s) of the relative or friend you wish to 

remember. A list of donors and loved ones will be listed in the 
bulletin at a later date. If you would like to have your poinsettia 

returned at the end of the Christmas Season, please indicate so. 

Thank you!

ChRISTMaS PoInSETTIaS FoR ThE ChuRCh~
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PASTOR
  Reverend Peter Snieg, S.T.L.
  815-232-3225

DEACONS
  Kim Hemesath 815-541-6760
  Steve Pospischil 815-233-2422
  

OFFICE MANAGEMENT
  BUSINESS MANAGER
    Karen Sopcic 815-232-3225 
  SECRETARY
    Sandy Roser 815-232-3225  
  PARISH HALL COORDINATOR 
    Norma Langarica 815-232-3225

PARISH COMMISSIONS 
  PASTORAL COUNCIL
Council members can be found on our website at 
https://stthomasfreeport.org/pastoral-council.
    FINANCE COUNCIL
    Jim Brannick 815-275-4682
  PASTORAL CARE MINISTRIES
    Jan Moss 815-232-2259

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
COORDINATORS OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Ellen McGinnis 815-232-3225 emcginnis@stthomasfreeport.org

Sylvia Jazo 815-232-3225  sjazo@stthomasfreeport.org

  AQUIN CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
    Aquin Administration: 
          Elizabeth Heitkamp 815-235-3154

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES
  EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF COMMUNION
    Deacon Steve Pospischil 815-233-2422
  USHERS 
    Deacon Steve Pospischil 815-233-2422
  MASS SERVERS
   Contact church office
  MUSIC COORDINATOR
    Jeff DeLay  815-821-3846

GROUPS
  ST. THOMAS KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
    Meetings 2nd Wednesday of each month
    Gary Young 815-232-8935
  EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
    Open during business hours
    Please contact the Office 815-232-3225
  SERVANTS OF MARY
    Micky Weber (815)-232-3225 
  PARISH PRAYER TREE
    Please contact the Office 815-232-3225
   THAT MAN IS YOU 

Year 2 “THE VISION OF MAN FULLY ALIVE”
Saturday 6:45 am - 7:55 am 
September 17th through December 17th, 2022
Mike Thompson (815)990-1692

MASS TIMES &
INFORMATION           

 
 DECEMBER 19-25, 

2022

Watch Mass LIVE at 
8am on Sunday on
 our Facebook page 

or website!

DAILY MASS SERVICE IS 
HELD IN THE CHAPEL
  MON  8am 
     • for Jack Drogosz †
  TUE  5:30pm MASS
     • for Mary Buss †
 WED  8am MASS
     • for Special Intentions
  THU  8am MASS
     • for Sharl Bertane †
  FRI  8am MASS
     • for Victor Hartman Family †
   SAT  8am MASS
  • No Mass

WEEKEND MASSES
  SAT  4:30pm MASS
   • for Michele Elizabeth 
Berberet
  SUN  8am MASS
   • for the People of the Parish
  SUN  10am MASS
   • for John Goley †

OFFICE HOURS 
    MONDAY-THURSDAY 
8am - 12 noon & 1pm - 4pm
    FRIDAY  8am - noon

PARISH REGISTRATION
    Stop by the parish office to 
register. Or, register online at      
    www.stthomasfreeport.org.

 

  BAPTISM
    Call the church office to schedule. 
Preparation classes are required.
  RECONCILIATION
    SAT 8:30-9am & 3:30-4:15pm
    MON 8:30-9am
        or by appointment
  CONFIRMATION
    Held every 2 years for 8th & 9th 
    grade students.
  MARRIAGE
    Please contact church office to 
    make an appointment with 
    Father.
  ANOINTING OF THE SICK
         (formerly, LAST RITES)
    Please contact the church office  
    to arrange an anointing for some-
    one who is seriously ill or pre-
    paring for surgery.  If ill, home
    bound or hospitalized, we can 
    visit upon request.      
   

SACRAMENTSDecember 11th
C O L L E C T I O N S

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
SundayEnvelopes       
 •  Please drop your envelopes 
in one of the three offertory 
receptacles in the church, in the 
church office or in the mail.
Online Giving
•  Please let us know if you’d like to 
start giving online today!

All Are Welcome
All of our events, meetings and celebra-

tions are open to everyone so please 

mark them on your calendar and join us!  (available in Google Play & The App Store) www.stthomasfreeport.org
Connect with Us!

815-232-3225 

sta@stthomasfreeport.org

December’s Prayer Intention:
Please say one Hail Mary a day in 

recognition of Mary, Mother of Christ.

is a faith 
community 
under the 

guidance of the 
Holy Spirit 
dedicated 

to proclaiming 
the Gospel of

 Jesus through 
Word, Sacrament, 

and Service 
both to its 

parishioners and 
the broader 
community

 through 
worship, prayer 

and evangelization.

Online Giving Options
osvonlinegiving/4607

“OUR PARISH TITHE” 
Our Tithe for the next several 
months is being sent to the 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul. 
This is a non-profit organization 
that strives to provide funding 

and necessities for families 
living in poverty. They have 
successfully provided for 
families in need for many 

proud years, and with enough 
resources and generosity, they 

will continue to support those in 
need for years to come.

l

HOLY FAMILY LIGHTS ARE 
BURNING IN LOVING MEMORY 
of the deceased members of the 

Prather and Wolfe families.

Sunday Envelopes          $5,569.00

Emergency Fund             $730.00

Sunday Offertory                $301.00

Holy Day Collection            $718.00

Christmas                 $275.00

Building/Capital Funds          $0.00

Sub-Total                          $7,593.00

e-Giving                             $3,410.34

Grand Total                      $11,003.34

  

THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL 
BE CLOSED 

Friday, December 23 and 
Monday, December 26 

for Christmas and Friday, 
December 30 and Monday, 

January 2, 2023 for New 
Years.
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Greg Pope

gpope

Illinois
CatholicMatch.com/goIL
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