
JANUARY 1,  2023    THE SOLEMNITY OF MARY•



MONDAY . January 2
(Office Closed)
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 8am 
CONFESSIONS
• 8:30-9am
TUESDAY . January 3
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 5:30pm
WEDNESDAY . January 4
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 8am
HOLY THREADS
• O’Neill Center . 9-11am
THURSDAY . January 5
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 8am
FELLOWSHIP WITH FATHER
• O’Neill Center . 8:30am
SVDP
• O’Neill Center. 3:30-4:30pm
FINANCE COUNCIL
• O’Neill Center. 5:30-6:30pm
PASTORAL COUNCIL
• O’Neill Center. 6:30-8pm
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
• McMillan Room. 7-8pm
FRIDAY . January 6
 DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 8am 
SATURDAY . January 7
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 8am
CONFESSION
• 8:30-9am & 3:30-4:15am
BAPTISM OF THE LORD MASS
• Church . 4:30pm
SUNDAY . January 8
BAPTISM OF THE LORD MASS
• Church . 8am Live-streamed
                  . 10am
MONDAY . January 9
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 8am 
TUESDAY . January 10
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 5:30pm
WEDNESDAY . January 11
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 8am
SERVANTS OF MARY
• O’Neill Center . 6:30-7:30pm
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
• McMillan Room . 7-8pm
THURSDAY . January 12
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 8am
FELLOWSHIP WITH FATHER
• O’Neill Center . 8:30am
FRIDAY . January 13
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 8am
SATURDAY . January 14
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 8am

Dear Parishioners,

Why Do We Call Mary the Mother of God? 
The image of Mary as Queen Mother is directly related 
to the first official Marian dogma defined by the Church: 
Mary’s status as Mother of God. The Greek word for the title 

is Theotokos, which literally means “God-bearer.” That title is one of the oldest 
and most commonly used titles for Mary, with Christians using it in the very first 
centuries of the Church. The title also appears in one of the oldest known Christian 
prayers, the Sub Tuum Praesidium (“Beneath Your Protection”), an early form of 
the Memorare that dates to the third century. The first Christians called Mary the 
“Mother of God” without hesitation. There was scriptural precedent, and it seemed 
logical. If Jesus was God, and Mary was his mother, then that made her the Mother 
of God. That sort of logic depends on a principle called the “Communication of 
Idioms.” According to that principle, whatever one says about either of Christ’s 
natures can be truly said of Christ himself. That’s because His two natures, the 
divine nature and the human nature, were united in Him. He is one divine person.

In the fifth century, however, some people raised the same objections to the title 
that many non- Catholics raise today: They argued that the title “Mother of God” 
implied that Mary was the “originator of God.” Those objectors said that they 
could accept the title “Mother of Christ,” but not “Mother of God.” At the heart of 
those objections, however, was an objection to the unity of Christ’s two natures. 
Mary, they claimed, gave birth only to Christ’s human nature, not his divine nature. 
The Church, led by Pope Celestine I and St. Cyril of Alexandria, disagreed. As St. 
Cyril pointed out, a mother gives birth to a person, not a nature. Accordingly, Mary 
gave birth to Jesus Christ, who was and is a divine person. Although Mary did not 
“originate” or “generate” God, she did bear Him in her womb and give birth to Him. 
She was God’s mother.
 

The controversy over Mary’s title as “Mother of God” was addressed in 431 A.D. at 
the Council of Ephesus. There, more was at stake than simply defending Mary’s 
title. The Christian teaching about Christ’s two natures was the real issue. The 
Church wanted to settle one question: Was Jesus one person or two? Rejecting 
the teaching of the heretic Nestorius, the Church declared that Jesus is one divine 
person, with two natures—his mother’s human nature and his Father’s divine 
nature. Mary did not give Jesus his divine nature or his divine personhood—those 
He possessed from all eternity as the only begotten Son of the Father. But she 
also didn’t just give Him His flesh: She gave birth to the whole person. She gave 
birth to Jesus Christ, both God and man. That is what we confess every time we 

say the Apostles’ Creed. Calling Mary “Mother of God” 
states a truth that must be stated in order to protect 
an essential truth about Christ. Likewise, Mary as the 
virginal “Mother of God” is the link between her Son’s 
humanity and divinity. She is the sign that He is both 
God and man.

(St. Paul Center for Biblical 
Theology, Franciscan University 
of Steubenville)

WEB  
www.stthomasfreeport.org

FACEBOOK  
www.facebook.com/Stthomasaquinasfreeport 

EMAIL  
sta@stthomasfreeport.org

2 WEEKS
P L A N N I N G

PHONE  
815-232-3225 

Father Peter's Portico

CONFESSION
• 8:30-9am & 3:30-4:15am
WEEKEND MASS
• 4:30pm Mass 
SUNDAY . January 15
WEEKEND MASS
• Church . 8am Live-streamed
                  . 10am
Blood Pressure Checks to 
follow 8am and 10am Masses 

Fr. Peter

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



The workshop curriculum was designed by The National Fatherhood Initiative under the title 24/7 Dad®
Key Behaviors Workshop for any dad who wants to improve his knowledge and skills and raise healthy
children. The curriculum was provided by a generous grant from National Fatherhood Initiative. 

 
The impact of a father in the life of his children is huge. Our children deserve the best outcomes that 
we as fathers can build into their lives. As the old saying puts it, “The sharpest tools get the best 
results.” Join this workshop series and polish your fatherhood tools with five key skills of effective 
fatherhood. 

This seven-session workshop (one hour each) is led by Corey Love-Jones, Fatherhood
Coalition Coordinator at Children’s Home & Aid. With a background of science and
education, Corey is dedicated to the study and application of fathering skills that work in
the real world.  A father of two children, Corey is dedicated to help  fathers be the best
dads they can be.    

Sharpen Your Fatherhood Skills! 

FUN  SHORT  USEFUL 

  WORKSHOP 
All sessions are held virtually on Zoom! 

 4:30 pm – 5:30 pm Thursdays  Jan. 12 - Feb. 23, 2023 

Fatherhood Skills 

To register, scan the QR code with your phone or click HERE.
 For more information, contact Corey at 
clove-jones@childrenshomeandaid.org 
or call or text: 815. 604.6373

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



ST. THOMAS AQUINAS
1400 Kiwanis Drive  Freeport, IL  61032

GET RID OF YOUR OLD EYE GLASSES 
AND HELP THOSE IN NEED! 

 If you have glasses that you no longer 
wear, please put them in the basket 

hanging on the wall next to the church 
office door and the Freeport Lions Club 

will pick them up and see 
they are distributed to those 

in need.

IF YOU ARE 
HOMEBOUND 

AND WOULD LIKE 
COMMUNION BROUGHT 
TO YOUR HOME, please 
contact the church office,

 815-232-3225.

Any parish contributions 
through Friday, December 

31, will be accepted towards 
your 2022 contributions. 

After that all contributions 
will be reflected in your 2023 
tax year. Thank you for your 
generosity this past year to 
help proclaim and foster the 
gospel message that Jesus 
brought us and to help the 

poor.

END-OF-YEAR
TAX INFO

The Holy Threads 
Ministry~

We will meet on Wednesday, 
January 4th

from 9:00-11:00AM
STA O’Neill Center 

CALENDARS: Don Russell of Schwarz Funeral Home has once again provided calendars for our parishioners. They can be found on the tables in the lobby. Help yourself to one. God bless you for your continued kindness Don!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



WEBSITE
www.stthomasfreeport.org

Mark your calendar with these upcoming events. Coming to a Place Near You!
Please join us at St. Joseph Church in Freeport, Illinois, on a series of Sunday talks beginning on January 8 

from 1:00 to 2:30 p.m.  The following talks are:

January 8, Deacon Rick Marcantonio will be talking about the Eucharist.  He is an ordained Deacon for the 
Diocese of Rockford, Illinois, and is currently assigned to the parish of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in Crystal Lake, 
IL.

January 15, John Jelinek, Director of Religious Education and Ministry Faith Formation Program, will be 
speaking on Penance and Anointing.

January 22, Teresa Stahl will be giving a talk on Human Dignity.

January 29, Deacon Rick Marcantonio will be returning to us, once more, to discuss Matrimony and Holy 
Orders.

All 4 topics are RCIA based, and all RCIA students are welcome to attend.  There will be no pre-registration. A 
free-will offering will be offered at all events.

Please note these events on your calendar, and we hope to see all of you there.  Get the word out.  Invite your 
friends.  Be a disciple.  This is a great opportunity for you to do something special for your spiritual growth and 
journey during this liturgical season.  All events are on Sundays, all are located at St. Joseph Church, located at 
229 W. Washington Place, Freeport, Illinois 61032, and all begin at 1:00 and end at 2:30 p.m.

FYI:  Wednesday, Feb. 15 & 16, beginning at 6:30 p.m., Singer, musician, and composer, Paul Koleske, will be 
coming to St. Joseph Church, Freeport, Illinois, for a two-night “Igniting the Light of Christ Within you” parish 

mission.    

During Lent, beginning February 26, 2023, for three consecutive Sundays, Mr. John McGrath will be joining us 
in a Lenten Scripture Series on the Gospel of Matthew – Wisdom During Uncertain Times.  More details will 

follow, as the time draws closer.  This event will also be from 1:00 to 2:30 p.m..

St. Vincent de Paul 2022 FOOD TRUCKS
Thanks to donations from parishioners and their friends and families, for the first time we were able to 
provide four food trucks in 2022 – May, June, September and October. These four distributions were 

made possible thanks to our kind, friendly and gracious volunteers who staffed each event.

We saw people from 324 households – 640 adults and 375 children. Some cars coming through the line were picking up 
for one or two additional households. Some people walked to pick up their food. At the October food truck one lady asked 

about the next truck. When told that wouldn’t be until spring she replied “What am I supposed to do until then?” At each 
of the trucks we served people from several zip codes. Currently Stephenson County has an 11.2% poverty rate. Each truck 
averaged about 3,900 pounds of food such as meat and dairy, fresh fruits and vegetables, cereals, pasta and sauce, and 

other varieties of groceries.

Background art by Pngtree

Now we look forward to 2023. Each truck costs $1,000. We welcome any contributions to this much needed 
charitable project of feeding the hungry. Make checks payable to St. Vincent de Paul and write “food truck” on 

the memo line. Checks can be placed in your parish collection basket, mailed to or dropped off at St. Joe’s.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



PASTOR
  Reverend Peter Snieg, S.T.L.
  815-232-3225

DEACONS
  Kim Hemesath 815-541-6760
  Steve Pospischil 815-233-2422
  

OFFICE MANAGEMENT
  BUSINESS MANAGER
    Karen Sopcic 815-232-3225 
  SECRETARY
    Sandy Roser 815-232-3225  
  PARISH HALL COORDINATOR 
    Norma Langarica 815-232-3225

PARISH COMMISSIONS 
  PASTORAL COUNCIL
Council members can be found on our website at 
https://stthomasfreeport.org/pastoral-council.
    FINANCE COUNCIL
    Jim Brannick 815-275-4682
  PASTORAL CARE MINISTRIES
    Jan Moss 815-232-2259

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
COORDINATORS OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Ellen McGinnis 815-232-3225 
emcginnis@stthomasfreeport.org
Sylvia Jazo 815-232-3225  
sjazo@stthomasfreeport.org

  AQUIN CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
    Aquin Administration: 
          Elizabeth Heitkamp 815-235-3154

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES
  EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF COMMUNION
    Deacon Steve Pospischil 815-233-2422
  USHERS 
    Deacon Steve Pospischil 815-233-2422
  MASS SERVERS
   Contact church office
  MUSIC COORDINATOR
    Jeff DeLay  815-821-3846

GROUPS
  ST. THOMAS KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
    Meetings 2nd Wednesday of each month
    Gary Young 815-232-8935
  EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
    Open during business hours
    Please contact the Office 815-232-3225
  SERVANTS OF MARY
    Micky Weber (815)-232-3225 
  PARISH PRAYER TREE
    Please contact the Office 815-232-3225
   THAT MAN IS YOU 

Year 2 “THE VISION OF MAN FULLY ALIVE”
Saturday 6:45 am - 7:55 am 
Mike Thompson (815)990-1692

MASS TIMES &
INFORMATION           

 
 JANUARY 2-8, 2023

Watch Mass LIVE at 
8am on Sunday on
 our Facebook page 

or website!

DAILY MASS SERVICE IS 
HELD IN THE CHAPEL
  MON  8am 
     • for the Deceased of the 
Conway/Bushey families †
  TUE  5:30pm MASS
     • for Dick Hauser †
 WED  8am MASS
     • for Joseph Sullivan, Roy 
Sullivan and Pearl Sullivan †
  THU  8am MASS
     • for Shari Bertane †
  FRI  8am MASS
     • for Bob Corrigan and family, 
living and deceased †
   SAT  8am MASS
  • for Fr. Sam †

WEEKEND MASSES
  SAT  4:30pm MASS
   • for the Deceased members 
of the Bardelas/Smith Families †
  SUN  8am MASS
   • for the People of the Parish
  SUN  10am MASS
   • for Jack Bushelle †
OFFICE HOURS 
    MONDAY-THURSDAY 
8am - 12 noon & 1pm - 4pm
    FRIDAY  8am - noon

PARISH REGISTRATION
    Stop by the parish office to 
register. Or, register online at      
    www.stthomasfreeport.org.

 

  BAPTISM
    Call the church office to schedule. 
Preparation classes are required.
  RECONCILIATION
    SAT 8:30-9am & 3:30-4:15pm
    MON 8:30-9am
        or by appointment
  CONFIRMATION
    Held every 2 years for 8th & 9th 
    grade students.
  MARRIAGE
    Please contact church office to 
    make an appointment with 
    Father.
  ANOINTING OF THE SICK
         (formerly, LAST RITES)
    Please contact the church office  
    to arrange an anointing for some-
    one who is seriously ill or pre-
    paring for surgery.  If ill, home
    bound or hospitalized, we can 
    visit upon request.      
   

SACRAMENTSDecember 25th
C O L L E C T I O N S

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
SundayEnvelopes       
 •  Please drop your envelopes 
in one of the three offertory 
receptacles in the church, in the 
church office or in the mail.
Online Giving
•  Please let us know if you’d like to 
start giving online today!

All Are Welcome
All of our events, meetings and celebra-

tions are open to everyone so please 

mark them on your calendar and join us!  (available in Google Play & The App Store) www.stthomasfreeport.org
Connect with Us!

815-232-3225 

sta@stthomasfreeport.org

January’s Prayer Intention:
Please say one Hail Mary a day for 

those suffering from cold and hunger.

is a faith 
community 
under the 

guidance of the 
Holy Spirit 
dedicated 

to proclaiming 
the Gospel of

 Jesus through 
Word, Sacrament, 

and Service 
both to its 

parishioners and 
the broader 
community

 through 
worship, prayer 

and evangelization.

Online Giving Options
osvonlinegiving/4607

“OUR PARISH TITHE” 
Our Tithe for the next several 
months is being sent to the 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul. 
This is a non-profit organization 
that strives to provide funding 

and necessities for families 
living in poverty. They have 
successfully provided for 
families in need for many 

proud years, and with enough 
resources and generosity, they 

will continue to support those in 
need for years to come.

l

THE ROSE IN THE 
SANCTUARY THIS WEEKEND 
Is in celebration of the birth of 
Asher John, grandson of John 

and Judy Avampato and great-
grandson of Mary Ann Pontius 

of our parish.

Sunday Envelopes            $4,112.00

Emergency Fund                  $0.00

Sunday Offertory               $299.00

Holy Day Collection             $30.00

Christmas               $6,831.00

Building/Capital Funds          $0.00

Sub-Total                         $11,272.00

e-Giving                            $2,970.34

Grand Total                      $14,242.34

  

THE HOLY FAMILY LIGHTS ARE 
BURNING

For the living members of the 
Green and Hoffman families. 

  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Greg Pope

gpope

Illinois
CatholicMatch.com/goIL
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