


WEB  
www.stthomasfreeport.org

FACEBOOK  
www.facebook.com/Stthomasaquinasfreeport 

EMAIL  
sta@stthomasfreeport.org

PHONE  
815-232-3225 

Fr. Peter

MONDAY . March 13
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 8am
CONFESSIONS
• 8:30-9am
TUESDAY . March 14
FEARLESS
• McMillan Room . 3:30pm
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 5:30pm
WEDNESDAY . March 15
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 8am
VESPERS, SOUP & LENTEN 
TALK
• Church & O’Neill Center .
5:30-8pm
THURSDAY . March 16
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 8am
FELLOWSHIP WITH FATHER
• O’Neill Center . 8:30am
SVDP
• O’Neill Center. 3:30-4:30pm
LENTEN BIBLE STUDY
• McMillan Room . 7pm
FRIDAY . March 17
 DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 8am
STATIONS OF THE CROSS
• Chapel . 8:30-9am
STATIONS OF THE CROSS
• Church . 5:30-6pm
SATURDAY . March 18
THAT MAN IS YOU
• O’Neill Center . 6:30-8am
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 8am
CONFESSION
• 8:30-9am & 3:30-4:15pm
WEEKEND MASS
• 4:30pm Mass
SUNDAY . March 19
MASS
• Church . 8am Live-streamed

 . 10am
(Blood pressure checks after 
Masses)
MONDAY . March 20
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 8am
CONFESSION
• 8:30-9am
TUESDAY . March 21
FEARLESS
• McMillan Room . 3:30pm
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 5:30pm
WEDNESDAY . March 22
DAILY MASS

Dear Parishioners,

St. Patrick of Ireland is one of the world’s most popular saints. We 
celebrate his Feast day on March 17th which falls on Friday of Lent 
this year. We have already received a dispensation from Bishop 
Malloy from Lenten abstinence so that we can enjoy the traditional 
corned beef and cabbage, and maybe one brew. 

St. Patrick was a true missionary. He was born in Roman Britain and when he was 
fourteen or so, he was captured by Irish pirates during a raiding party and taken to Ireland 
as a slave to herd and tend sheep. At the time, Ireland was a land of Druids and pagans 
but Patrick turned to God and wrote his memoir, The Confession. In The Confession, he 
wrote: “The love of God and his fear grew in me more and more, as did the faith, and my 
soul was rosed, so that, in a single day, I have said as many as a hundred prayers and in 
the night, nearly the same. I prayed in the woods and on the mountain, even before dawn. 
I felt no hurt from the snow or ice or rain.” Patrick’s captivity lasted until he was twenty, 
when he escaped after having a dream from God in which he was told to leave Ireland by 
going to the coast. There he found some sailors who took him back to Britain and was 
reunited with his family. 

A few years after returning home, Patrick saw a vision he described in his memoir: “I 
saw a man coming, as it were from Ireland. His name was Victoricus, and he carried 
many letters, and he gave me one of them. I read the heading: ‘The Voice of the Irish.’ As 

I began the letter, I imagined in that moment that I heard 
the voice of those very people who were near the wood of 
Foclut, which is beside the western sea-and they cried out, 
as with one voice: ‘We appeal to you, holy servant boy, to 
come and walk among us.’” The vision prompted his studies 
for the priesthood. He was ordained by St. Germanus, the 
Bishop of Auxerre, whom he had studied under for years, 
and was later ordained a bishop and sent to take the Gospel 
to Ireland.

Patrick arrived in Slane, Ireland on March 25, 433. There 
are several legends about what happened next, with the 
most prominent claiming he met the chieftan of one of the 
druid tribes, who tried to kill him. After an intervention from 
God, Patrick was able to convert the chieftain and preach 
the Gospel throughout Ireland. There, he converted many 
people and he began building churches across the country. 
He often used shamrocks to explain the Holy Trinity. 
Patrick preached and converted all of Ireland for 40 years. 
He worked many miracles and wrote of his love for God in 
Confessions. After years of living in poverty, traveling and 
enduring much suffering he died March 17, 461. He died at 
Saul, where he had built the first Irish church. He is believed 
to be buried in Down Cathedral, Downpatrick. His grave was 
marked in 1990 with a granite stone. (Catholic Online)

2 WEEKS
P L A N N I N G Father Peter's Portico

• Church . 8am
HOLY HOUR WITH SUNG 
VESPERS & CONFESSIONS
• Church . 7-8pm
THURSDAY . March 23
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 8am
FELLOWSHIP WITH FATHER
• O’Neill Center . 8:30am
LENTEN BIBLE STUDY
• McMillan Room . 7-8:15pm
FRIDAY . March 24
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 8am
STATIONS OF THE CROSS
• Chapel . 8:30-9am
STATIONS OF THE CROSS
• Church . 5:30-6pm
SATURDAY . March 25
THAT MAN IS YOU
• O’Neill Center . 6:30-8am
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 8am
CONFESSION
• 8:30-9am & 3:30-4:15pm
WEEKEND MASS
• 4:30pm Mass
SUNDAY . March 26
MASS
• Church . 8am Live-streamed

           . 10am
NO RELIGIOUS EDUCATION   

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



THE FACC COLLECTION FOR 2023
Every year, the Freeport Area Church Cooperative provides 

emergency food, clothing, and shelter to those in need in 
Northwest Illinois. Our parish will be helping restock their 

shelves to serve our community in need. 
For March, St. Thomas Aquinas will be donating CHUNKY SOUP! 

They also need peanut butter, jelly, and canned carrots.

Lenten Bible Study 
Presenter: Dan Eberle

When: Thursdays 7-8:15pm 
March 16, 23, 30

Meeting in the St. Thomas 
Aquinas McMillan Room

Topic: “Passion Narrative 
of the Gospels.”

BISHOP MALLOY - DISPENSATION FROM THE 
LAW OF ABSINENCE ON THE MEMORIAL OF ST.

PATRICK:

Dispense: The faithful who reside in the Diocese of 
Rockford, as well as anyone actually present in the 

Diocese of Rockford, from the observance of the 
law of abstinence on Friday, March 17, 2023; And I 
urge them to perform some other work of penance 
or charity that day giving due honor and respect to 

the Paschal Mystery of Our Lord and Savior.

Easter Flower Orders
We would like to offer parishioners the opportunity again this year to decorate the sanctuary 

for Easter by donating a blooming or green plant in memory of a deceased loved on or 
in honor of a living loved one. The plants remain in the sanctuary throughout the Easter 

Season or as long as they last. If you wish to purchase a plant yourself, the drop-off time is 
Wednesday of Holy Week in the Cry Room. 

(Be sure to let the office know whom the plant is in memory of as you drop if off.) If you prefer, 
our decoration committee will purchase the flowers.

Send your check to the church office 
with the name(s) of the loved one(s) 

by Monday, April 3rd
*Please specify if you would like the plant back*

    Lily - $20                         Mum - $22

    Begonia - $22                Azalea - $35

or a donation to the General Flower Fund. 
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ST. THOMAS AQUINAS
1400 Kiwanis Drive  Freeport, IL  61032

IF YOU ARE 
HOMEBOUND 

AND WOULD LIKE 
COMMUNION 

BROUGHT TO YOU 
once a week, please 

contact the parish office, 
815-232-3225, and

arrangements can be 
made.

Fearless
Time and again, the people of God are called to "be courageous" and 

"be not afraid."  Yet, we live in a time where fear seems to guide our very 
existence.  Don't miss this exciting new video series with Chris Stefanick 

and a special guest each week as we seek to follow Jesus into the 
wilderness this Lent.  

We will meet in the McMillan Room on Tuesdays at 3:30 pm beginning on 
February 28. Please bring a friend and join us for this video and discussion 

group.
If you have any questions, please call Ellen McGinnis at 815-235-0840 

or email her at emcginnis@stthomasfreeport.org.

The Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
invites you to join the IHM family!

This is a group of lay faithful joining to live 
the  legacy of our father and founder, 

Archbishop Charles Heerey. 

Meetings every 1st Saturday  of the Month 
at 11:00am

For the months of March and April, 2023, 
the meetings will be at the parish. St. Joseph 
church (229 West Washington Place Freeport 

IL, 61032)

Sr. Maria Chinweze Enujifor, IHM

Uniting in prayer for all hearts 
to move toward a culture of life

St. Thomas Aquinas, Freeport
April 1, 2023 | 8:30-9:30am
*after 8am morning mass*

Rockford Diocese
Be Reconciled Day

Wednesday, March 29, 2023

St. Thomas Aquinas Confession Times:

8:30 a.m. (After Mass) - 9:30 a.m.
12 noon - 1 pm

7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. (During Holy Hour)
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WEBSITE
www.stthomasfreeport.org

Calling All Men. Men, register onsite the day of TMIY.
Goal: Provide a silver lining of what society could look like if we implemented the 7 

Steps within our own homes. This week’s speaker, Steve Bollman will:
• Challenge men and prompt personal reflection and commitment for living a merciful life like

that of St. Joseph, and live the 7 Steps within our homes, what would our culture look like?
• Offer Hope - We CAN AND WILL become a light within the darkness of our society with the

help and support of one another.

Saturday, March 18, 2023 6:45am to 7:50am St Thomas Aquinas Church Freeport O’Neill Center
Lite breakfast served, starting at 6:20AM before start of session

For More Information: To Register: Tom Willison – (815) 275-7111 TomWillison3@gmail.com
Core Team Leader: Michael Thompson – (815) 990-1692 Aggies7980@yahoo.com

GET RID OF YOUR OLD EYE GLASSES 
AND HELP THOSE IN NEED! 

 If you have glasses that you no longer wear, please 
put them in the basket hanging on the wall next to the 

church office door and the Freeport Lions Club 
will pick them up and see they are distributed to 

those in need.

“The Vision of Man Fully Alive”
Session # 21 Topic & Group Discussion – “A Light in the Darkness”

A summary of the Fasting 
and Abstinence Regulations 

during Lent for Catholics.

1) Abstinence on all the Fridays of Lent,
and on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday

No meat may be eaten on days of 
abstinence. Catholics 14 years and older 

are bound to abstain from meat. Invalids, 
pregnant and nursing mothers are 

exempt.
(Fish and all cold-blooded animals 

may be eaten, e.g., frogs, clams, turtles, 
alligators, etc.)

2) Fast on Ash Wednesday and Good
Friday

Fasting means having only one full meal 
to maintain one’s strength. Two smaller, 

meatless and penitential meals are 
permitted according to one’s needs, but 
they should not together equal the one 

full meal. Eating solid foods between 
meals is not permitted.

Catholics who have reached the 
completion of the eighteenth year to the 
beginning of the sixtieth year are bound 

to fast. Again, invalids, pregnant and 
nursing mothers are exempt.

For further reading, see:
Code of Canon Law, 1249-1253

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



PASTOR
  Reverend Peter Snieg, S.T.L.
815-232-3225

DEACONS
  Kim Hemesath 815-541-6760
  Steve Pospischil 815-233-2422

OFFICE MANAGEMENT
  BUSINESS MANAGER
    Karen Sopcic 815-232-3225 
  SECRETARY
    Sandy Roser 815-232-3225  
  PARISH HALL COORDINATOR 
    Norma Langarica 815-232-3225

PARISH COMMISSIONS 
  PASTORAL COUNCIL
Council members can be found on our website at 
https://stthomasfreeport.org/pastoral-council.
    FINANCE COUNCIL
    Jim Brannick 815-275-4682
  PASTORAL CARE MINISTRIES
    Jan Moss 815-232-2259

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
COORDINATORS OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Ellen McGinnis 815-232-3225 
emcginnis@stthomasfreeport.org
Sylvia Jazo 815-232-3225  
sjazo@stthomasfreeport.org

  AQUIN CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
    Aquin Administration: 
          Elizabeth Heitkamp 815-235-3154

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES
  EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF COMMUNION
    Deacon Steve Pospischil 815-233-2422
  USHERS 
    Deacon Steve Pospischil 815-233-2422
  MASS SERVERS
   Contact church office
  MUSIC COORDINATOR
    Jeff DeLay  815-821-3846

GROUPS
  ST. THOMAS KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
    Meetings 2nd Wednesday of each month
    Gary Young 815-232-8935
  EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
    Open during business hours
    Please contact the Office 815-232-3225
  SERVANTS OF MARY
    Micky Weber (815)-232-3225 
  PARISH PRAYER TREE
    Please contact the Office 815-232-3225
   THAT MAN IS YOU 

Year 2 “THE VISION OF MAN FULLY ALIVE”
Saturday 6:45 am - 7:55 am 
Mike Thompson (815)990-1692

MASS TIMES &
INFORMATION

 MARCH 13-19, 2023

Watch Mass LIVE at 
8am on Sunday on
 our Facebook page 

or website!

DAILY MASS SERVICE IS 
HELD IN THE CHAPEL
  MON  8am 

• Carol Williams †
  TUE  5:30pm MASS

• for the Deceased member of
the Bardelas/Smith families †
 WED  8am MASS

• for Jonathan Litow †
  THU  8am MASS

• for Ken Green †
  FRI  8am MASS

• for Joe Gillespie †

  STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
8am (Chapel) & 5:30 pm (Church)

  SAT  8am MASS
• for Elizabeth Corrigan †

WEEKEND MASSES
  SAT  4:30pm MASS

• for Donna Kellner †
SUN  8am MASS
• for the People of the Parish

SUN  10am MASS
• for Jennifer Weber †

OFFICE HOURS 
    MONDAY-THURSDAY 
8am - 12 noon & 1pm - 4pm
    FRIDAY  8am - noon

PARISH REGISTRATION
    Stop by the parish office to 
register. Or, register online at      
    www.stthomasfreeport.org.

  BAPTISM
    Call the church office to schedule. 
Preparation classes are required.
  RECONCILIATION
    SAT 8:30-9am & 3:30-4:15pm
    MON 8:30-9am
        or by appointment
  CONFIRMATION
    Held every 2 years for 8th & 9th 
    grade students.
  MARRIAGE
    Please contact church office to 
    make an appointment with 
    Father.
  ANOINTING OF THE SICK

      (formerly, LAST RITES)
    Please contact the church office  
    to arrange an anointing for some-
    one who is seriously ill or pre-
    paring for surgery.  If ill, home
    bound or hospitalized, we can 
    visit upon request.      

March 5th, 2023   SACRAMENTS
C O L L E C T I O N S

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
SundayEnvelopes
 • Please drop your envelopes 
in one of the three offertory 
receptacles in the church, in the 
church office or in the mail.

Online Giving
• Please let us know if you’d like to 
start giving online today!

All Are Welcome
All of our events, meetings and celebra-

tions are open to everyone so please 

mark them on your calendar and join us!  (available in Google Play & The App Store) www.stthomasfreeport.org
Connect with Us!

815-232-3225
sta@stthomasfreeport.org

March’s Prayer Intention:
Please say one Hail Mary a day for 
those who feel they have lost their 

way.

is a faith 
community 
under the 

guidance of the 
Holy Spirit 
dedicated 

to proclaiming 
the Gospel of

 Jesus through 
Word, Sacrament, 

and Service 
both to its 

parishioners and 
the broader 
community

 through 
worship, prayer 

and evangelization.

Online Giving Options
osvonlinegiving/4607

“OUR PARISH TITHE” 
Our Tithe for the next several 
months is being sent to the 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul. 
This is a non-profit organization 
that strives to provide funding 

and necessities for families 
living in poverty. They have 
successfully provided for 
families in need for many 

proud years, and with enough 
resources and generosity, they 

will continue to support those in 
need for years to come.

l

Sunday Envelopes           $7,438.00

Emergency Fund              $282.00

Sunday Offertory $600.00

Holy Day Collection $0.00

Easter $25.00

Building/Capital Funds          $0.00

Sub-Total             $8,345.00

e-Giving $1,245.00

Grand Total                      $9,590.00

HOLY FAMILY LIGHTS ARE 
BURNING

In loving memory of Charles 
Cassin. 

Servants of Mary

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE 
REPOSE OF THE SOUL

Of Dan Dixon, son-in-law of Mary and 
Orvin Schwartz and brother-in-law of 
Victoria Schwartz of our parish. And 

please pray for the repose of the soul of 
Mary Hauser, mother of Micky Weber, 

Rick Hause,r Jim Hauser and Sarah 
Hasken of our parish.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Greg Pope

gpope

Illinois
CatholicMatch.com/goIL
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