
MARCH 26,  2023        THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT•



WEB  
www.stthomasfreeport.org

FACEBOOK  
www.facebook.com/Stthomasaquinasfreeport 

EMAIL  
sta@stthomasfreeport.org

PHONE  
815-232-3225 

Fr. Peter

MONDAY . March 27
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 8am 
CONFESSIONS
• 8:30-9am
TUESDAY . March 28
FEARLESS
• McMillan Room . 3:30pm
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 5:30pm
WEDNESDAY . March 29
Be Reconciled Day
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 8am
CONFESSIONS
• 8:30-9:30am & 12pm-1pm
WINE MINISTRY GATHERING
• O’Neill Center . 7-8pm
CONFESSIONS
• 7pm-8pm
HOLY HOUR WITH SUNG 
VESPERS AND CONFESSION
• Church & O’Neill Center . 
5:30-8pm
THURSDAY . March 30
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 8am
FELLOWSHIP WITH FATHER
• O’Neill Center . 8:30am
LENTEN BIBLE STUDY
• McMillan Room . 7pm
FRIDAY . March 31
 DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 8am 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS
• Chapel . 8:30-9am
STATIONS OF THE CROSS
• Church . 5:30-6pm
SATURDAY . April 1
THAT MAN IS YOU
• O’Neill Center . 6:30-8am
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 8am
CONFESSION
• 8:30-9am & 3:30-4:15pm
WEEKEND MASS
• 4:30pm Mass
SUNDAY . April 2
PALM SUNDAY MASS
• Church . 8am Live-streamed
                       . 10am
RELIGIOUS ED & PARENT 
MEETING/ 1ST COMMUNION
• 9am
MONDAY . April 3
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 8am
CONFESSION
• 8:30-9am 
TUESDAY . April 4

Dear Parishioners,

During this Lenten season we have offered the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
on Wednesday evenings during the Holy Hour with Vespers as well as the 
usual times on Monday mornings and twice on Saturdays. Once again the 
Rockford Diocese is asking all parishes to take part in Be Reconciled Day. On 
Wednesday March 29th I will be hearing confessions three times: 8:30a.m. – 
9:30 a.m., 12noon - 1:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. (During Holy Hour).

Why should I go to Confession? Every time we sin, we hurt ourselves, other people and God. The 
Sacrament of Reconciliation (also called Penance or Confession) was given to us by Christ to help 
us reconcile with Christ and his Church when we have committed harm. Through the Sacrament, 
we acknowledge our sins, express our sorrow in a meaningful way, receive the forgiveness of Christ 
and his Church, make reparation for what we have done and resolve to do better in the future. 
During his public life, Jesus both forgave sins and reintegrated the sinners into the community. This 
is the goal of the Sacrament of Confession: to forgive sins and to provide reconciliation with the 
Church.

The rite for the Sacrament of Reconciliation involves four parts: contrition, confession, penance 
and absolution. Contrition: a sincere sorrow for having offended God and the most important act of 
the penitent. There can be no forgiveness of sin if we do not have sorrow and a firm resolve not to 
repeat our sin. Confession: confronting our sins in a profound way to God by speaking about them 
-aloud- to the priest. Penance: an important part of our healing is the “penance” the priest imposes 
in reparation for our sins. Absolution: the priest speaks the words by which “God, the Father of 
Mercies” reconciles a sinner to Himself through the merits of the Cross.

Why do I have to confess my sins to a priest? As the Catechism of the Catholic Church points out, 
our faith in the forgiveness of sins is tied to faith in the Holy Spirit and the Church: “It was when he 
gave the Holy Spirit to his apostles that the risen Christ conferred on them His own divine power to 

forgive sins: ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, 
they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained;” 
(976; cf. John 20:22-23).

Will the priest ever repeat what I have said in my confession? A 
priest can never reveal what he is told in a confession. In fact, 
a priest who violates the seal of confession is punished with 
automatic excommunication.

What if I’m not comfortable going face-to-face? You can receive 
the sacrament face-to-face or with a screen or grated window 
between you and the priest.

Won’t the priest remember what I said? I’m embarrassed don’t 
want him to think badly of me. The priest’s purpose is not to 
keep a check-list on people, but to be an instrument of Christ in 
receiving someone’s sorrow, bringing forgiveness and helping 
the people move forward. A priest hears a large number of 
confessions. He is not there to judge the person, but rather 
the nature of the sin, and to offer counsel and encouragement 
to overcome the sin and to grow spiritually. He too goes to 
confession.

How often should I go to Confession/Reconciliation? As the 
Code of Canon Law tells us, Catholics are required to receive 
the Sacrament at least once per year (more often if they have 
committed any mortal, or serious, sins). That said, parishioners are 
encouraged to take advantage of the Sacrament at least monthly. 
This practice helps us keep aware of our spiritual progress and 
provides the grace to overcome our sins.

2 WEEKS
P L A N N I N G Father Peter's Portico

NO FEARLESS GROUP
DAILY MASS
• Chapel . 5:30pm
WEDNESDAY . April 5
DAILY MASS
• Church . 8am
CONFESSION
• 8:30-9am & 12-1pm
HOLY THREADS
• Lobby . 9-11am
THURSDAY . April 6
(Office Closed)
NO DAILY MASS
HOLY THURSDAY MASS
• Church . 7-8pm
FRIDAY . April 7
(Office Closed)
NO 8AM MASS
LITURGY OF THE CROSS 
MASS
• Church . 12:30pm
STATIONS OF THE CROSS
• Church . 3pm
SATURDAY . April 8
NO 8AM OR 4:30PM MASS
HOLY SATURDAY MASS
• Church . 7:30pm
SUNDAY . April 9
EASTER SUNDAY MASS
• Church . 8am Live-streamed
                  . 10am
NO RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Feeling Warm and Cozy? 
Yes, God Is Good! 

Recently, on Thursday, March 9, Loescher Heating and Air Conditioning 
installed new heating systems for the O’Neill Center that enabled the 

center to be comfortably used this past weekend.  Thank you, parishioners 
for your continuing financial support. Our remaining HVAC systems 

servicing other parts of St Thomas are aging and approaching replacement 
time. We will communicate later on future plans as we learn more about the 

old HVAC equipment.  This activity used up most of this year’s buildings 
and grounds budget while making a 
dent in our building savings account.  

We extend our thanks for your 
generous current and future financial 

support that made this possible.   

-Parish Council

Time for Brats/
Steaks/Burgers/

Porkchops!
The Knights of 

Columbus 
Will be working the Cub brat stand on 
April 14th and 15th! Come support the 
Knights as well as enjoy a tasty brat/ 

burger/ ribeye/pork chop! Money 
raised will go to support the various 

causes that our Knights support 
throughout the year!

If anyone would like to help us out, 
give Tom Willison (tomwillison3@

gmail.com/ 815-275-7111) a call.

Let’s hope for good weather!

New Sanctuary Lamp
Dear Parishioners,

If you enter a Catholic Church at night after the sun goes down, you will 
not be in total darkness. You will notice a light from a single candle that is 

drawing your focus and attention to the tabernacle. This light is the sanctuary 
lamp and it is continuously aglow, day and night. It reminds us that we honor 

the presence of Christ in the tabernacle.  The Blessed Sacrament reserved 
in the tabernacle was originally intended for the Communion of the sick and 
dying and for those, due to age or illness, who cannot attend Sunday Mass 
with the parish community. “But as the appreciation of Christ’s presence in 

the Eucharistic species became more developed, Christians desired through 
prayer to show reverence for Christ’s continuing presence in their midst.” 

(USCCB guide for worship spaces). The sanctuary lamp is extinguished one 
day of the year, on Good Friday when the body of Christ is removed from the 

main church and relit at the Easter Vigil.

The picture provided shows the beautiful new lamp now hanging in the 
sanctuary, just to the left of the tabernacle.  I was made aware over a year 

ago that there was a previous plan to have a new and more visible sanctuary 
lamp. It took close to one year for us to receive the lamp, after it was ordered. This beautiful lamp 
was donated by the Pospischil and Brown families, and they are excited to see it now lighting the 

way to the tabernacle. This lit candle can now be seen clearly from every part of the church, and it is 
anchored securely for the years ahead to light the way to Christ! Thank you to the Pospischil & Brown 

families for such a wonderful gift.
The old sanctuary lamp is being used wisely, as it is now a part of the Mary Shrine. We can now 

offer parishioners the opportunity to purchase the 14-day candle at the Mary Shrine to ask Mary’s 
intercession for those who make the offering of the candle. Please contact the office if you have 

interest in reserving the 14-day candle throughout the year.

Let us keep the light of Christ burning brightly!

Fr. Peter
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Rockford Diocese
Be Reconciled Day

Wednesday, March 29, 2023

St. Thomas Aquinas Confession Times:

8:30 a.m. (After Mass) - 9:30 a.m.
12 noon - 1 pm

7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. (During Holy Hour)

ST. THOMAS AQUINAS
1400 Kiwanis Drive  Freeport, IL  61032

Fearless
Time and again, the people of God are called to "be courageous" and 

"be not afraid."  Yet, we live in a time where fear seems to guide our very 
existence.  Don't miss this exciting new video series with Chris Stefanick 

and a special guest each week as we seek to follow Jesus into the 
wilderness this Lent.  

We will meet in the McMillan Room on Tuesdays at 3:30 pm. THERE WILL 
BE NO MEETING ON APRIL 4TH. Please bring a friend and join us for this 

video and discussion group.
If you have any questions, please call Ellen McGinnis at 815-235-0840 

or email her at emcginnis@stthomasfreeport.org.

Uniting in prayer for all hearts 
to move toward a culture of life

St. Thomas Aquinas, Freeport
April 1, 2023 | 8:30-9:30am
*after 8am morning mass* 

Christian Curiosity Shop
Our Christian Gift & Book store is now open!

Located at the MRC building. 
209 Walnut Ave Freeport Illinois 61032

We have beautiful new and used religious items 
available for any occasion, including; first communion, 

baptism, and confirmation items. 

Open every third weekend of the month, 
Friday 8am-4pm and Saturday 8am-12pm

You may also call Sister Ozy (815) 616-0369 
or Mary Julius at (815) 238-0695 for any other 

open times or additional inquiries.  

IF YOU ARE HOMEBOUND AND 
WOULD LIKE COMMUNION 

BROUGHT TO YOU once a week, 
please contact the parish office, 

815-232-3225, and arrangements can 
be made.

THE FACC COLLECTION FOR 2023
Every year, the Freeport Area Church Cooperative provides emergency 
food, clothing, and shelter to those in need in Northwest Illinois. Our 

parish will be helping restock their shelves to serve our 
community in need. 

For April, St. Thomas Aquinas will be donating JELLY! 
They also need peanut butter, jelly, and canned carrots.

Lenten Bible Study 
Presenter: Dan Eberle

When: Thursdays 7-8:15pm 
March 30th

Meeting in the St. Thomas 
Aquinas McMillan Room

Topic: “Passion Narrative 
of the Gospels.”

Holy Thursday 
Feet Washing!

We will need 12 people 
to volunteer to have 
their feet washed on 
Holy Thursday, April 

6th, at the 7pm Mass, 
following the custom 

of the Lord on that first 
Holy Thursday.

Please call the church office, 
(815)232-3225, now to 
volunteer. Thankyou!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



WEBSITE
www.stthomasfreeport.org

Easter Flower Orders
We would like to offer parishioners the opportunity 
again this year to decorate the sanctuary for Easter 

by donating a blooming or green plant in memory of a 
deceased loved on or in honor of a living loved one. The 

plants remain in the sanctuary throughout the Easter 
Season or as long as they last. If you wish to purchase 

a plant yourself, the drop-off time is Wednesday of 
Holy Week in the Cry Room. 

(Be sure to let the office know whom the plant is 
in memory of as you drop if off.) If you prefer, our 
decoration committee will purchase the flowers.

Send your check to the church office with 
the name(s) of the loved one(s) by Tuesday, 

April 4th.
 *Please specify if you would like the plant back* 

    Lily - $20                         Mum - $22
    Begonia - $22                Azalea - $35

or a donation to the General Flower Fund. 

In the spirit of Lent, 
we remember 

those who are less 
fortunate with a 

gift of new socks.  
W.I.N.E. Ministry will be collecting 

donations of new socks for people 
of all ages at each of the Masses 

the weekend of March 25/26.  
Baskets will be placed at the 

church entrances to collect sock 
donations.  These donations will 

go to our local Salvation Army for 
those in need. 

“Then he poured water into the basin and began to wash the 
feet of the disciples, and to dry them with the towel with which 

he was girded.”  John 12:5

W.I.N.E MINISTRY SOCK DRIVEMASS INTENTION 
SCHEDULING FOR JULY-
DECEMBER 2023 will begin 
Monday, April 3. You will have 
the opportunity to schedule five 
Masses per person during this 
6-month period. In this way, 
if parishioners have recently 
lost loved ones, they will have 
a better chance of scheduling 
some Masses for their deceased 
loved ones during these first 6 
months of deep-felt loss, helping 
them in their healing process. 
Other options for remembering 
deceased loved ones include 
our Holy Family candles (3 of 
them), all which burn for a week 
in remembrance of those you 
love and the Mary Statue candle 
which burns for two weeks in 
remembrance of your loved one(s),

Goal: We have completed our in depth 
journey of the Three Spiritual Foods. Next 

week we transition
into our final steps on our journey towards 

authentic freedom.
This week’s speaker, Fr. Dave Pivonka will:

• Invite men into an intimate relationship 
with the Holy Spirit!

• Introduce what is dead and how to bring 
back to life through the Spirit of God!
• Discuss Fire and Desire - Setting the 

hearts of men on fire with desire to receive 
the power of the Holy Spirit into their lives 

and animate their actions.

Saturday, April 1, 2023 6:45am to 7:50am 
St Thomas Aquinas Church Freeport O’Neill 

Center
Lite breakfast served, starting at 6:20AM 

before start of session

For More Information: To Register: Tom 
Willison – (815) 275-7111 TomWillison3@

gmail.com
Core Team Leader: Michael Thompson – 

(815) 990-1692 Aggies7980@yahoo.com

“The Vision of Man 
Fully Alive”

Session #23 Topic & 
Group Discussion – 
“The Wild Goose”

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



PASTOR
  Reverend Peter Snieg, S.T.L.
  815-232-3225

DEACONS
  Kim Hemesath 815-541-6760
  Steve Pospischil 815-233-2422
  

OFFICE MANAGEMENT
  BUSINESS MANAGER
    Karen Sopcic 815-232-3225 
  SECRETARY
    Sandy Roser 815-232-3225  
  PARISH HALL COORDINATOR 
    Norma Langarica 815-232-3225

PARISH COMMISSIONS 
  PASTORAL COUNCIL
Council members can be found on our website at 
https://stthomasfreeport.org/pastoral-council.
    FINANCE COUNCIL
    Jim Brannick 815-275-4682
  PASTORAL CARE MINISTRIES
    Jan Moss 815-232-2259

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
COORDINATORS OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Ellen McGinnis 815-232-3225 
emcginnis@stthomasfreeport.org
Sylvia Jazo 815-232-3225  
sjazo@stthomasfreeport.org

  AQUIN CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
    Aquin Administration: 
          Elizabeth Heitkamp 815-235-3154

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES
  EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF COMMUNION
    Deacon Steve Pospischil 815-233-2422
  USHERS 
    Deacon Steve Pospischil 815-233-2422
  MASS SERVERS
   Contact church office
  MUSIC COORDINATOR
    Jeff DeLay  815-821-3846

GROUPS
  ST. THOMAS KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
    Meetings 2nd Wednesday of each month
    Gary Young 815-232-8935
  EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
    Open during business hours
    Please contact the Office 815-232-3225
  SERVANTS OF MARY
    Micky Weber (815)-232-3225 
  PARISH PRAYER TREE
    Please contact the Office 815-232-3225
   THAT MAN IS YOU 

Year 2 “THE VISION OF MAN FULLY ALIVE”
Saturday 6:45 am - 7:55 am 
Mike Thompson (815)990-1692

MASS TIMES &
INFORMATION           

 MARCH 27 - APRIL 2, 
2023

Watch Mass LIVE at 
8am on Sunday on
 our Facebook page 

or website!

DAILY MASS SERVICE IS 
HELD IN THE CHAPEL
  MON  8am 
     • The Deceased Loved 
Ones of St. Thomas Aquinas 
Parishioners †
  TUE  5:30pm MASS
     • for John Spokas †
 WED  8am MASS
     • for the Deceased of the 
Conway & Bushey Families † 
  THU  8am MASS
     • for Rich Heitz †
  FRI  8am MASS
     • for Leo and Jean Benda †

  STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
8am (Chapel) & 5:30 pm (Church)

   SAT  8am MASS
  • for Donna Kellner †

WEEKEND MASSES
  SAT  4:30pm MASS
   • for Kelly Jo Czernek †
  SUN  8am MASS
   • for the People of the Parish
  SUN  10am MASS
   • for the Living and Deceased 
of the McGinnis & Rademaker 
Families †

OFFICE HOURS 
    MONDAY-THURSDAY 
8am - 12 noon & 1pm - 4pm
    FRIDAY  8am - noon

PARISH REGISTRATION
    Stop by the parish office to 
register. Or, register online at      
    www.stthomasfreeport.org.

 

  BAPTISM
    Call the church office to schedule. 
Preparation classes are required.
  RECONCILIATION
    SAT 8:30-9am & 3:30-4:15pm
    MON 8:30-9am
        or by appointment
  CONFIRMATION
    Held every 2 years for 8th & 9th 
    grade students.
  MARRIAGE
    Please contact church office to 
    make an appointment with 
    Father.
  ANOINTING OF THE SICK
         (formerly, LAST RITES)
    Please contact the church office  
    to arrange an anointing for some-
    one who is seriously ill or pre-
    paring for surgery.  If ill, home
    bound or hospitalized, we can 
    visit upon request.      
   

SACRAMENTSMarch 19th, 2023
C O L L E C T I O N S

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
SundayEnvelopes       
 •  Please drop your envelopes 
in one of the three offertory 
receptacles in the church, in the 
church office or in the mail.

Online Giving
•  Please let us know if you’d like to 
start giving online today!

All Are Welcome
All of our events, meetings and celebra-

tions are open to everyone so please 

mark them on your calendar and join us!  (available in Google Play & The App Store) www.stthomasfreeport.org
Connect with Us!

815-232-3225 

sta@stthomasfreeport.org

April’s Prayer Intention:
Please say one Hail Mary a day for 

the true acceptance of Jesus Christ as 
our Risen Lord and savior. 

is a faith 
community 
under the 

guidance of the 
Holy Spirit 
dedicated 

to proclaiming 
the Gospel of

 Jesus through 
Word, Sacrament, 

and Service 
both to its 

parishioners and 
the broader 
community

 through 
worship, prayer 

and evangelization.

Online Giving Options
osvonlinegiving/4607

“OUR PARISH TITHE” 
Our Tithe for the next several 
months is being sent to the 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul. 
This is a non-profit organization 
that strives to provide funding 

and necessities for families 
living in poverty. They have 
successfully provided for 
families in need for many 

proud years, and with enough 
resources and generosity, they 

will continue to support those in 
need for years to come.

l

Sunday Envelopes          $4,379.00

Emergency Fund                 $10.00

Sunday Offertory                  $79.00

Holy Day Collection                $0.00

Easter                                           $0.00

Building/Capital Funds          $0.00

Sub-Total                         $4,468.00

Additional Sunday Env      $5,000.00

Additional Emerg Fund         $200.00

e-Giving                            $2,560.34

Grand Total                      $12,228.34

HOLY FAMILY LIGHTS ARE 
BURNING

In loving memory of Mr. and 
Mrs. Melvin Altfillisch.

  

Servants of Mary
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE REPOSE 

OF THE SOUL
Of Orvin Schwartz, husband of 

Mary Schwartz and father of 
Victoria Schwartz of our parish.
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Greg Pope

gpope

Illinois
CatholicMatch.com/goIL
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